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PREFACE. 


H E circumftances and a&ions of the People, 
I whofe hiftory is related in this work, Hand 
fingle and original in the annals of the 
world. A nation, who, from remote antiquity, 
were diftinguilhed by their independency of fpirit, 
defending for ages the rights of nature and of liberty 
in the bofom of their native mountains, affords a 
fpc&acle fufliciently interefting, to awaken curiofitv, 
to excite admiration, and to call forth every liberal 
fentiment. 

It is therefore a juft occafion of regret, as well 
as of furprife, that the Hiftory of Wales is no 
where to be found, to this day, but in the Chronicle 
of the monk Caradoc of Llancarvan; in which 
nothing farther is given, than a fimplc detail of 
faifts. In this interefting field of hiftory, no attempt 

has 
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has yet been made, to inveftigate the motives of 
policy, to trace back effects to their caufes, to 
delineate with juft diferimination perfonal or national 
characters, and to digeft the materials of the nar¬ 
ration into that perfpicuous order which is eflential 
to the grace and utility of hiftorical compofition. 

This deficiency, the author has attempted to 
fupply, in the work now offered to the world. The 
delign will be allowed to be laudable; with what 
fuccefs it has been executed, it remains for the 
public to determine. Fie flatters himfclf, that he 
has opened many new fources of information ; he 
has alfio been careful to examine the old; and it is 
with confidence he can fay, that he has neither 
fcrvilcly tranferibed, nor implicitly followed - the 
modern hiftorians. What lie has done, neither 
precludes, nor is intended to preclude, the future 
labours of other writers who are deeply read in the 
Wclfh language and manuferipts. The field is ftill 
open to a more able hiftorian, and to the profound 
rcfcarchcs of the learned antiquary. 

From an idea, that minute inquiries into the 
antiquities of a country arc not properly within 
the province of the general hiftorian, the author 
lias purpofely declined them; and therefore hopes 

9 he 
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he fliall not be charged with deficiency, in not 
having executed what it was never his intention to 
undertake. 

It is not the lcaft praife of an hiftorian, that 
his writings do not difcovcr his country: left from 
the fentiments which breathe through the following 
pages the author fhould be thought to have failed 
in this eflential point, he thinks it necefifary to 
declare that he is an Englifliman; and whatever 
prepondcrancy may be difcovered in this work to 
the fide of the Welfh, it is neither the partiality 
of an author to his fubjeft, nor the prejudice .of a 
native; but the voluntary tribute of juftice and 
humanity which is due to the caufe of freedom, and 
the violated rights of nature. 

In the courfe of this work the author has been 
much indebted, for the perufal of the works of many 
valuable writers, to Thomas Faulkner, Efq; of Chefter; 
a gentleman who mingles with deep erudition the 
liberal defire, of giving his afliftance to any defign, 
which may be ufeful to the republic of letters. He 
is under the like obligation to Philip Yorkc, Efq; 
of Erthig, near Wrexham, in Dcnbighfliire; whofe 
tafte and knowledge in literature, whofe gen- 
tlenefs of manners and benevolent fpirit, render 

him 
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him an amiable friend, and a valuable man. For 
the improved orthography of the Welfli words 
interfperfed through the work, the author has been 
indebted to the ingenious Mr. William Owen, of 
London. 



Necejfary Directions to the Reader, who is a Stranger to the Welsh 
Language; Jhewing the right Pronunciation of all the Letters 
that differ from the English Orthography. 


T O read Welfh, a right Knowledge of the Alphabet is all that is 
neceflary; for, (not going to a nicety) all the Letters retain one 
invariable Sound, which muft be diftindly pronounced, as there v are 
no Mutes. Letters that are circumflexed muft be pronounced long, as 
Bon like the Englifh Bone; Bwn, Boon ; Bin, Been, &c. 

C, as C Englifh in Can ; but never foft as in City. 

Cb , as the Greek x properly pronounced. If inftead of touching 
the Palate with the Tip of the Tongue to pronounce K, you touch it 
with the Root, it will efFedt this found. 

Dd, as Til Englifh in Them ; that is very foft; not hard as in 
Thought. 

F, as V Englifh. 

Ff, as i^and /^Englifh. 

G, as G Englifh in God, but never foft as in Genius, 

/, as I Englifh in King , and ee in Been ; but never as I in Fine. 
Fine, according to the Welfh Orthography, would be pronounced 
Veene. 

LI, as L Afpirated; and can be reprefented in Englifh only by Lh 
or Llh. 

Th, as Th Englifh in Thought ; but never foft as in Them, 

U, as I Englifh in Blifs, This , It, See. 

W, as Oo Englifh in Good. 

T , as U Englifh in Burn , though in the iaft Syllable of a Word, 
and all Monofyllables, except Y, Ydd, Ym, Yn, Yr, Ys, Fy, Dy, 
Myn, it is like I in Sin, It, &c. both its Powers are nearly (hewn in 
the Word Sundry, or Syndry. 



errata; 

Fkge 46, line 19, for Suffolk, read Suffix, 

48, >4, for •which was allotted, read which bid ittn alls! It 

*49> 9s f° r when land, read when lands, 

319) 9) for and with it, read and with them, 

91O) IS) for without attendance, read without attendants. 
454) *5, for devaftion, read devajiation, 

481, 3, for fo, read for. 

nfit . r_ fctr rAnusA. md tbftutrlst*. 
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B 0 0 K I. 

CONTAINING A REVIEW OF THE BRITISH HISTORY BEFORE THE 
■ RETREAT OF THE ROMANS OUT OF BRITAIN. 

It is probable, that Britain was firft colonifed by the Gauls,' 
about one thousand years before the birth of our Saviour;* 
a period of time coeval with the reigns of David and Solomon. 
The names of Albion,’ and of Britain/ are fuppofcd to have 
been, given to the ifland by the Belgic Gauls, who inhabited the 
oppofite fhores. 

i Verftegan, cap. IV. p. 88. Buchanani Rerum Scoticarum hiftoria, p. 67. Am* 
fterdam edit. 

* Whitaker's hiftory of Manchefler, 2d edit. vol. I. p. 7. 3 Ibid. p. 10. 

♦ On the etymology of this name, fee ibid. p. it. and Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary 
of Britain, p.B. N, B. He wrote in the year 1568. 

B 


It 



2 


Book I. 


W OF ANCIENT 

It is common to all people, who derive their ideas from the 
few objefts, which arife in a Bate of nature, to give names to 
perfons and to things, from the peculiar circumftances incident 
ao^hem. Accordingly, the Gauls gave to this country the name 
oS^ibion, from the eminences and chalky cliffs, which were 
conftantly expofed to their view . 1 

It was fomewhat more than three centuries before the Roman 
invafion of Britain, that the northern tribes of Europe began 
that fpirit of emigration, which afterwards like a deluge over¬ 
whelmed the weftern world. It was likewife about that period, 
that the Belgae, forfaking their native feats upon the banks of the 
Rhine, migrated into Britain , 1 and fettled in the weftern, and 
in the fouthem parts of the ifland . 1 

The language of the ancient Britons, their religion and 
Druidical inftitutions, as well as their attachment to that Order 
of men called Bards * were exactly fimilar to thofe which pre¬ 
vailed among their probable anceftors the Gauls/ 

Before the time of Caefar’s invafion, the ifland was divided 
into three parts, Lloegria or England, Albania or Scotland, and 


* Whitaker's Hilt, of Manehcfier, 2d edit. p. 10. 

* Rowland’s Mona Antique, Dublin edit. fed. IV. p. 19. 

3 Whitaker’s Hill, of Manchefter, fecond edit. p. 232. Buchanan Hift. Scot. Rer, 
p. 55. * Btirdd, 4 Buchanan’s Hift. Scot. Rer. p. 53, 67. 

2 Cambria 
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Cambria or the province of Wales.' Each of thefe was fub- 
divided into diftritts under their refpeftive Reguli, over which 
they prefided with a limited authority.* The principles of civil 
liberty are difcerned in the polity of ancient Britain, in the re* 
ftraint which was laid upon the lovereign power by general af- 
femblies, whofe concurrence with the royal authority was necef- 
fary to enaft or to abrogate laws. The order of fuccefiion in 
the Britiih Rates was commonly hereditary. But the idea of 
indefealible right had not, in that early period, affe&ed the prin¬ 
ciples of government j for the line of fucceflion was frequently 
broken by the king and nobility, whole concurrence for this 
purpofe was abfolutely neceflary. 1 The equal divifion of pro¬ 
perty by Gavel kind uniformly took place in the difpofition of 
private inheritance. 4 

Such was the regulation of the Britiih Hates in times of 
tranquillity, when no domeltic or foreign danger threatened the 
public fafety. But in feafons of emergency, when the Common- 
Weal called for the union and the force which refult from the 
government of one head, the confederated princes elected a fu- 
preme lovereign ;* and the perlon who was called to this dignity 


* Humfrey Lhuyd, p. to. 

* Rowland Mon. Ant. p. 171. Whitaker’s Hilt, of Manchefter, ad edit. vol. f. 
p. 336. vol. II. p. 6, 92, 206. 

1 Whitaker, ibid. vol. I. p. 335. 1 ibid, p.363. 

5 Rowland, p.171. Whitaker, ibid. vol. I. p.206,207. 

B z 
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had the title of Brenhin Prydain OH, or the king of all Britain.* 
This occafional honour, by a maxim of ftate, was originally 
confined to one Imperial line j and in later times was continued 
through its two branches, the Cynethian and Cornwall families, 
until it finally clofed in the pe'rfon of Cadwalader, the laft king 
of the ancient Britons . 1 As unlimited authority was veiled in 
the fupreme fovereign, it is probable, that the Britons did not 
fuller fuch a power to continue beyond the feafon of neceility 
and danger. 

The love of glory, like every other paflion, is heightened by 
indulgence, and becomes infatiate in proportion to the extent 
and variety of* conquefts. Under the impulfe of this Ipirit, 

About fifty Julius Caefar invaded Britain. The feafon of the year not al- 

years before 

the Chniiian lowing him to extend his conquefts, he concluded a peace with 
the natives; and, having taken hoftages for its obfervance, he 
fuddenly embarked in the night for Gaul.’ The Ipring following 
he returned with a confiderable reinforcement. On this occa- 
fion, Caffivellaunus * was veiled with the fupreme command of 

the war, by a general affembly of the Britilh States. Having re- 

♦ • • 

ceived confiderable Ioffes, his territories having been ldid wafte, 
and elpecially being alarmed at the revolt of the auxiliary Britons, 
he was foon after obliged to fue for peace . 4 Before that time 


* Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 171. * ibid, p. iji, 

a Czfar’s Comment. Gravius’ edit. lib. IV. p. 145,154. 

* Cafivallou, ' * Czfar, ibid. lib. V. p. 176. 


Caefai 
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Csefar had marched into the country as far as the Thames, 1 and 
having forded that river near Windfor, he ftormed Verulamium,* 
the principal town in the territory of Caflivellaunus. After this 
expedition, being afraid of commotions in Gaul, he received the 
fubmiflion of the Britons; and taking with him hoflages for the 
fecurity of the peace, he returned to the continent. 5 

The death of Csefar, with the fucceeding troubles in the 
Empire, allowed the Britons to enjoy, fome years, a feafon of 
tranquillity j and which was continued through the reigns of 
Auguftus and Tiberius, produced by the rational policy of re- 
fhi&ing the boundaries ofXhe Roman Empire. 

The great preparations which Caligula made for the invafion a. d. 

40 . 

of Britain, ended in a vain parade upon the ocean, and in offer¬ 
ing infult to the dignity of a Roman Senate/ 

In the reign of the Emperor Claudius, the Romans gained a 
permanent footing in the Ifland, owing to the divifions, which 


1 Tafwyfc or Tame Water. 

* Vekolanum takes.its name from the river VVer, called in Britifh Gwcrnlan, 
Caer Municipium by the Romans, and Verlamcefler by the Saxons, by whom it was 
deftroyed. Humfrey Lhuyd’s Brcviaiy, p, 24., 

3 Cxfar’s Comment. Gneviut* adit. lib. V. p. 161, 164, 165, .175, 176. 

* Dion Caflius, Leunclavii edit. lib. LIX. p. 659. Inftcad of invading Britain, 

Caligula employed his foldicrs in gathering cockle-fliclls into their helmets, from the 

fea-fhore, as the fpoils of the enemy; and fent letters to the Roman Senate, de- 

« « * 

manding a triumph, as if he had obtained a victory over the enemy. 


had 
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A. 1 ). 
43 * 


A. IX 
44 - 


had ever fubfifted among the Britons. The Belgic inhabitants, 
who were engaged in commerce, and who refided in the towns 
of the Ille of Wight, 1 and in thofe which lay upon the weftern 
coaft, were with fome difficulty fubdued by Vefpafian.* The 
native Britons, more independent and brave from their different 
habits of life, continued their refiftance againft Plautius and 
Oftorius Scapula, who fucceffively commanded the Roman armies. 
On the arrival of Plautius in his government, he defeated the 
Britons in feveral actions but finding that his vi&ories proved 
indecifive, and feeing them prepared for further refiftance, he 

defired that the Emperor would take in perion the command of 

$ 

the forces. * When Claudius joined -the army, which lay encamp¬ 
ed upon the banks of the Thames, he found the paffage of that 
river difputed. The Britons, however, were at length obliged to 
give way, and he advanced into the country of the Trinobantes,* 
and took the ftrong fortrefs of Camulodunum,*j- which had been 
the refidence of the Britifh king Cunobeline.J Thefe fortunate 
events were immediately followed by the fubmiffion, or the con- 
queft, of other nations. 

When the affairs of the Provinces were fettled, the Emperor 
returned to Rome, leaving the newly fubdued ftates, and the 


’ Called Wight by the Saxons, but Gwydd by the Britons, fignifying, a con¬ 
spicuous place. Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 17. 

* Suetonius, Oxford edit, book VIII. p. 240. 

1 Dion Caflius, Leuncl. lib. LX. p. 679. 

Tre’tpolantoyyi. f Camalcd-ddui and Camddin. J Cjnfelyn. 

further 
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further conqueft of Britain, to the dire&ion of Plautius. The 
name of Britannicus which Claudius affumed, on his return 
into Italy, and the fplendour of his triumph, mark the formi¬ 
dable idea, which had been conceived of the Britilh arms, by 
the Roman people.* 

During the remainder of the government of Plautius, no 
confiderable advances were made in the conqueft of the country ; 
and he foon after returned to Rome, and was fucceeded by 
Oftorius Scapula. 

This general found the affairs of his province in the greateft a. d. 
confufion. The winter had already commenced: the Iceni,* the 5 ° 
Brigantes,f and other nations, thinking they had little to dread 
from a new general who was unknown to the army, revolted 
and had recourfe to arms. After feveral bloody encounters, 
thefe nations were reduced to obedience, and Oftorius carried 
his arms into many parts of Britain, which had been hitherto 
unknown. 

In this expedition he forced his way through the Cangi, 1 who 
oppofed him, in whom the principal ftrength of each nation 


1 Dion CaiEus, Leuncl. lib. LX. p. 679. 

* Ucbcyniaid, Upper fettlers. \ Brigyntwys, Firft-Comer9. 

* Coeangiaid. Each nation or tribe had numbers of flout young men, called Cangi, 
whofebufmefs was to prated the cattle, and remove them from one pafturc to another. 

Baxter’s Gloflary, p. 73.. 


con- 
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confided j and, continuing his march, he penetrated as far as 
the coaft which lies upon the Irilh fea.' 

In the courfe of this war, the fate of Britain depended upon 
the virtues and military talents of Cara&acus.* This prince was 
fovereign of the territory inhabited by the Ordovices * «f- and the 
Silures,J and was the fon of the late king Cunobeline. 1 Having 
with infinite refources, and with variety of fortunes, oppofed, 
nine years, 4 the Roman arms, he was at length obliged to retire 
among the Siliires. And this brave people, whom neither mild- 
nefs nor feverity had fubdued, eagerly ranged under his condufh 
In order to preferve their territories from being made the feat 
of war, Cara&acus marched into the country of the Ordovices, 
where he Rationed his army in a fituation, chofen with great 
military (kill. 5 At this place, he was oppofed by Oftorius with 
the legionary troops. The few moments which preceded this 
important action, were employed by Caraftacus in animating 
his foldiers. But their valour was unequally ^oppofed to the force 
of difeiplinej and the Britifh camp was ftormed with great 

’ Taciti Annales, Antwerp edit. lib. XII. p. 19J, 196. 

* Car a Jog. * Humfrey Lhuyd.’s Breviary, p. 32, 33. 

f ArJJyfiticb, the inhabitants who had fettled beyond or north of the Dyfi. 

Lewis Morris. 

+ tyhvyr, Lowlanders, being the inhabitants of the lower part of Wales, between 
the Severn and Wye. L. Morris. 

1 Baxter’s Cloflary, p. 67. 4 Humfrey Lhuyd’s Brev. p. 32. 

J Humfrey Lhuyd’s Brev. p. 33, 34, called Caer Cara Jog, an eminence fituated be¬ 
tween the rivers Clue and Clcvidia in Shroplhire. 


Daughter, 
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(laughter, though not without confiderable refiftance. In this a.^d. 
battle, the wife and daughter of the Britifh king were taken 
prifoners} and his brothers, foon after, furrendered themfelves. 
Caraftacus himfelf furvived this misfortune, to experience a more 
cruel deftiny. After his defeat, retiring to the country of the 
Brigantes, Cartifmandua, the queen of that territory, with a 
view of gaining the friendfhip of the Romans, or afraid of their 
refentment, betrayed him into tine hands of Oftorius; and he 
was fent to Rome as a prifoner of the utmoft importance. A 
general curiofity was excited in Italy, to behold the figure of 
this extraordinary man, whofe fuperior talents and virtue had 
been fo long, and fo ably employed in oppofing the Roman 
power. 1 The magnanimity of this prince, when he was ex¬ 
hibited a public fpe&acle at Rome, has been a frequent fubjeft 
of encomium.* 


i Taciti Ann. lib. XII. p. 196, 197. 

* The fpeech of Caraftacus to the Emperor Claudius. Tacit. Annal. lib. XII. 
“ If the moderation of my mind in prolperity had been anfwcrablc to my qualify 
“ and fortune, I might have come a friend rather than a captive into this city; and 
“ you without dilhonour might have entered into league with me, royally defeended, 
“ and then at the head of many nations. As my Gate at prefent is difgraccful; fo 
“ yours is honourable and glorious. I had borfes, men, arms and riches; why then 
“ is it Grange I fhould be loath to part with them ? But fincc your power and 
“ empire muG be univerfal, vfe of courfc among all others mud be fubjoS. If I 
“ had immediately yielded, neither my fortune nor your glory had been fo eminent 
“ hi the world. My grave would have buried the memory of it as well as me: 
44 whereas if you fuller me to live now, your clemency will live in me for ever, as 
u an example to after ages.” 


c 
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Tuf: habits of war and of conqbeft, with the cruel nature of 
their popular amufements, had introduced into the chara&er of 
the Romans a degree of ferocity, inconfiftent with juft ideas of 
heroilhi j and which, too frequently, Reeled them againft the 
impreflions of pity, and led them to difdain, as unmanly weak- 
nefs, the finer feelings of humanity, 

A. n. This defeat of the Silures was foon revenged, by feveralvic- 
' J ' torics which they gained over the Roman forces j and in this 
fituation Oftorius died, worn out with anxiety and fatigue,* 

After his death, the Emperor fent Aulus Didius into Bri¬ 
tain : but the age of that general prevented any extraordinary 

A. D. exertions againft the enemy j* and he was fucceeded by Verannius, 
- p who, dying a little time after he had taken the command, left 
the Roman concerns in the greateft confufion.’ 

A - g D - In this ftate of affairs, Suetonius Paulinus was fent to com¬ 
mand the Roman forces in Britain. His firft undertaking was 
to fubdue the Ordovices, who inhabited that part of the ifland 
which is now called North Wales j and he fecured the conquefts 
he had made, by fettling garrifons in the country. Suetonius 
was the firft Roman, who penetrated as. far as Mona . 4 Being 
oppofed by the Druids* on his entrance into the ifland, and 


1 Taciti Ann. lib. XII. p. 198. * Ibid. p. 198. * Ibid. lib. XIV. p. 250. 

< Taciti Vita Agricolsc, Op. p, 457. * J)erwyddap y or Drywidio 0. 

influenced 
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it 


influenced alfo by national and religious animofity, he malfacrcd 
many of thofe people, cut down their groves, laid level their 
altars, and deftroyed the feminary of that ancient order.' After 
this event, the Druids are faid to have retired into Ireland, to 
the Ifle of Man,* and into the Orkneys and Hebrides.* In a 
fubfequent period being driven out of thefe retreats, by chriftian 
zeal, they are likewife faid to have fought an afylum in Norway, 
Iceland, and other regions of the northat length, the Dru- 
idical fyftem was univerfally abolifhed, after it had long efta- 
blifhed a boundlefs tyranny upon the ruins of human reafon. 

It was an uniform principle, in the policy of the Roman Rate, 
to exercife a mild dominion over the nations they had conquered, 
but this was changed to a fyftem of feverity, when the fubdued 
provinces, from a fenfe of injury or of freedom, revolted from 
their obedience. The nature of their government was likewife 
ftained, by the rapacity, and by the fevere adminiftration of indi¬ 
viduals. Thus the Roman yoke, however lightly it might be 
borne by Afiatics , who were tamed to fubmiffion by hereditary 
flavery, was an oppreflive burden to the Britons, bred in the 
ideas and in the habits of a wild independency. At this jun&urc, 
their native fpirit, impatient of reftraint and refentful of injuiy, 

was urged into fury by a train of evils, which a<5led equally 

* 

upon their feelings, as on their national pride and fuperftition. 


* Taciti Ann. lib. XIV. p. 151. Rowland, p. 100. * Manaw , 

a Rowland’s Mon, Ant. p, tot, 107. 3 Rowland, p. no. 
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An impofition of taxes upon their lands and cattle, the arbitrary 
violation of property, with the frequent indignities offered to 
their women, were caufes which kept alive a fenfe of refent- 
ment.* They were likcwife affeded by the treatment of Boadicea-, 
a powerful fovereign of the Iceni. This princefs had juft be¬ 
come a widow, and was left to the protection of the Roman 
ftate j her hufband alfo, by his teftamcnt, had made the Em¬ 
peror Claudius coheir with his daughters, in hopes that it might 
render him indulgent to his family. But that prince was no 
fooner dead, than his treafures were feized, and his territories 
defblated ;* the foulnefs of the procedure being coloured by the 
indecent pretence, that the Roman law permitted only citizens 
to bequeath their property.’ The remonftrance of the queen 
againft thefe injuries, produced no other effed than to accumulate 
indignities upon her family; the chaftity of her daughters was 
violated, and her own perfon difhonoured, by being publicly 
fcourged.* ■ 

These evils, however enormous, were only partial, and they 
did not extend to every part of the ifland. But the late deftruc- 
tion of the Druids, it is probable, gave a general (hock to the 
A 6e D feelin S s Britons > a °d with the fury of enthufiafts, they 

rufhed to the ftandard of Boadicea. The firft impreflion of this 
multitude was aftonifhingly great: like the fea overfwelling its 

* Galgacus’s Speech, Taciti vit. Agric*. Op. p. 46a. 

* Taciti Ann. lib. XIV. p. a$i. 

* Heinecciut Element. Jur. lib. II. Tit, XII. * Taciti Ann. lib. XIV. p. aji. 
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bounds, they carried with them irrefiftible force, and defolated 
the country. The two cities, Camulodunum and Verulamium, 
firft experienced their fury,' the inhabitants of which colonies 
were flaughtered without any diftinftion of rank or fex, and 
under circumftances of uncommon barbarity : l almoft an entire 
legion were cut in pieces, coming to the afliftance of their coun¬ 
trymen ; and eighty thoufand perfons, either Roman citizens or 
allies, are faid to have perifhed in the general carnage.’ It is to 
be lamented, that in attempting to recover the freedom of her 
country, fo much cruelty fliould have Rained the chara&er of 
this princefs; but fome extenuation may be found in the nature 
of her own wrongs, in the injuries which her. fubje&s had 
fuffered, and in the fierccnefs of uncultivated life. 

Suetonius, at this time, was engaged in the conqueft of Mona. a. n. 

60. 

Hearing of the revolt, he marched with confidence, through an 
irritated country, to London/ a place of extent, and of great 
commercial importance. 5 Finding himfclf unable to keep pof- 
feflion of the town, he was obliged to take the field with a few 
cohorts of auxiliaries, with a fingle legion, and the Vexillarii 6 


1 Taciti Ann. lib, XIV. p. 351,152. * Dion Ca 0 iui, lib. LXII. p. 700. 

3 Dion Callius, lib. LXII. p. 704. 

4 This city was originally called Tronewydit, or New Troy : afterwards Dims /?,//, 
from having been the relidence of Bclus j then it was called Caer Ludd, from king 
Lud ; but its general appellation was Llundain. 

J Humfrcy Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. ao. 

t Vaaious are the opinions refpetfing the Vexillarii^ the moil probable is, that 
they were lighf armed troops belonging to each legion. 

of 
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of another, and to leave the women, the aged, and the infirm, 
to the fury of the enemy.' With this army, confiding only of 
ten thoufand men, Suetonius oppoled Boadicea, at the head of 
two hundred and thirty thoufand Britons.* On this decifive day, 
that princefs appeared in a chariot, with her daughters by her fide; 
and, in a military drefs, rode through the ranks, to animate the 
foldiers. 1 Befides this, the Britons had another incitement to 
victory, ks they were to fight for the fafety of their families, and 
in the prefence of their wives, all of whom, agreeably to the 
cuftom of their country, were ranged in waggons upon the rear 
of the army.* But valour alone, unfupported by difcipline, was 
not able to make any impreffion on the firmnefs of veteran 
troops; and after a long and obftinate refiftance, the Britifh army 
was entirely defeated. Near eighty thoufand of the Britons fell 
in this day’s action, or in the purfuit. Boadicea, unwilling to 
furvive the ruin of her country, fuddenly difappeared, having 
put an end to her own life, as is imagined, by poifon. 5 It is 
aftonifhing, that after the fevere defeats which the Britons had 
received, they fhould be able to keep their national ftrength 
unbroken, and their fpirit unfubdued. 

The danger and difficulty of the war were fo great, that Nero 
was inclined to relinquish the conqueft of Britain. Being in¬ 
formed that the rough demeanour of Suetonius might be fome 

• Taciti Ann. lib. XIV,252. * Dion CafKut, lib. LXII. p.704. * Ibid. 

4 Taciti Ann. lib. XIV. p. 25a. * Ibid. p. 253. 
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obftade to a peace, he recalled him into Italy; and he placed 
feveral officers fucceffively in command, whofe inactivity or milder 
temper gave time for refentments to fubfide.* 

Th ese generals were fucceeded by others, of more a£live and 
martial difpofitions. Pctilius Ccrealis fubdued a great part of . 
the Brigantes, who inhabited the northern diftri&s of England ; 
and Julius Frontinus, conquered from the Silures, the forelt of A - D 

‘ # 7y 

*Dean,‘ and the prefent counties of Hereford, and Monmouth. 5 

During the time that the Roman intereft thus fluctuated in 
Britain, the inhabitants were expofed to every injury and infult, 
which might be expelled from the rapacity of luxurious gover¬ 
nors, and the will of a licentious foldiery. To remedy thefe evils, 
to give liability to conqueft, and to introduce peace and order, 
with the mild habits of focial life, required the virtues, and the 
well tempered policy of Julius Agricola. 

This Roman was fent by Vefpafian to command the forces a. d. 
in Britain, where he had already acquired a confuicrable reputa- ' 
tion by his military fervices. On his arrival, he found the Ordo- 
vices revolted, who had begun their hoftilities, by cutting off a 
fquadron of horfe, ftationed upon the frontiers. It was late in 
the fummer when he opened the campaign, fupported only by 


’ Taciti Ann. lib. XIV. p. ajj. 

* InBritilh, Cantrtf Ctcb. * So called from the Danes, Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 75. 
* Taciti in vit. Agric. Op. p. 458. 
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the Vexillarii of the legions* and a body of auxiliary troops. On 
his approach, the Ordovices, not daring to face him in the 
field, retired to the mountains; into which difficult places, they 
were immediately purfued, and the country laid wafte with great 
A. D. (laughter of the inhabitants. This fuccefs induced Agricola to 
78 ‘ attempt the fecond conqueft of Mona. The chiefs of the Ordo¬ 
vices had retired into that ifland, in which they thought themfelves 
perfectly fecure, the Romans not having any (hips upon the coaft, 
and regarding the ftraits of Menai as impaffable: but the auxili¬ 
aries of the army, by order of Agricola, having croffed that arm 
of the fea on horfeback, the Br'tons were fo aftonifhed at a fpeflra- 
cle to them altogether new,' that they immediately laid down 
their arms.' 


When Agricola had finifhed the conqueft of Mona, he di¬ 
rected his views to the milder defigns of peace and reformation. 
Well inftruCted in the art of governing, he was more defirous of 
preventing the caufes of difeontents than of punifhing their 
effects: and equally tempering lenity with rigour, he abolifhed 
that fyftem of tyranny which had fo frequently driven the Britons 
to revolt, and had fixed in their breafts the molt fatal refent- 
ments.* To thefe examples of juftice and humanity, he added 
others of an extenfive and liberal policy. With the molt en¬ 
gaging manners and addrefs, he drew. many of the Britons out 
of their deferts into focial communities} and perfuaded them 
to change their rude habits, and precarious fubfiftence, for the 

* Taciti vita Agricola, Op. p. 458. * Ibid. 


arts 
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arts of peace, and the comforts of civilized life.* The Roman 
people, from a Angular policy, were ufed to extend with their 
conquefts the fciences and the arts j were accuftomed to foften 
the ferocity of war, and to difarm it in fome meafure of its evils, 
by introducing their milder manners, with the refinements and 
elegancies of life j with a view, no doubt, to polifh, to enervate, 
and to enfiave mankind. 

In attentions like thefe to civilize the Britons, and to alleviate 
their fufferings, Agricola employed the winters which he paffed 
in the ifland j and in the courfe of fevcn fummer campaigns, he 
extended his conquefts into Caledonia. He likewife eredted two 
different lines of fortifications j one of which was formed near 
the river Tay,* and the other along that narrow ifthmus which 
lies between the Frith of Forth and the Clyde. 5 But Domitian, 
who hated virtues which he would not emulate, and fickencd 
at the glory he could not attain, recalled Agricola to Rome j A. D. 
and this great man foon after died of a lingering diforder, with r 
the fufpicion of having been poifoned at the inftigation of that 
tyrant. 4 

Tacitus, by a few ftrokes of his inimitable pencil, has given 
the portrait of this amiable Roman. 


* Taciti vita Agricola:, Op. p. 459. 

s Buchanani. Rcr. Scot. lib.IV. p. 101,102. Camden, Holland's iranilation, p. 789. 
1 L^mghorni. Ant. Albion, p. 11a, 113. 

4 Taciti vit. Agricola:. Op. p. 459, 465, 466. 
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A. d. During the latter part of the life of Domitian, and in the 
98 fhort reign of Nerva, the Roman irttereft was negle&ed in Britain. 


More important obje&s, on the eaftern frontier of the empire, 
employed the martial genius of Trajan. 

The wife policy of limiting, and of preferving its boundaries, 

was the hading principle in the government of Adrian. In the 

A. r>. courfe of his reign, however, he came into Britain; and the more 
120 . 

effectually to fecure, he narrowed the bounds of the Roman con- 
quefts j ordering the more northern forts to be defer ted which 
had been raifed by Agricola, and placing their garrifons on the 
line of fortifications, which he then formed from the Tyne to 
Solway Frith. 1 

To prelerve dominion by the influence of a juft and mild ad- 
miniftration, was well fuited to the philolophic fpirit, and benevo¬ 
lent temper of the two Antonines. But a commotion having 
arifen in Caledonia in the reign of Antoninus Pius, he fent 
A. D. Lollius Urbicus into Britain; who, after he had fupprefled the 

138. . -• 

mfurreclion, confined the Pidts to their former boundary.* 

The diffolute reign of Commodus having had an influence 
A D. on the difeipline of the legions, the Caledonians broke over the 
183 wall of Adrian, and cut in pieces a Roman general with his 

* Buchan. Rcr. Scot. lib. IV. p. 103. Spart. vit. Adriani in Script. Auguft. p. 6. 

* Julius Capitolinus in vit. Antooini Pii in Scriptoribus- Augult, hill. p. 19. 
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army j but the infurgents were foon after driven back with great A. n. 

e a * # l8j. 

(laughter, and continued quiet during the remainder of that reign.' 

The precarious fituation of Pertinax and of Didius Julianus, a. d. 
who in Aicceflion pofllffed the empire, giving them no leifurc u)u 
to attend to the affairs of Britain, the natives of that ifland en¬ 
joyed a feafon of tranquillity} in which date they remained to the 
latter end of the reign of Severus. 

Under pretence of redraining the irruptions of the northern 
Britons, but probably to withdraw his (ons from the pleafures 
of Rome, Severus came into the ifland} and though advanced A. D. 

2O7* 

in years, and fo broken with infirmities as to be carried in a 
litter, he proceeded through foreds and morafles to the farthed 
parts of Caledonia. 1 After having furmounted the difficulties of 
the march, and many fierce encounters with the Pifts, and not 
being able, himfelf, to finiffi the war, on account of his in- 
creafing infirmities, he left one of his fons to conclude a peace a. n. 
with that people} and on his return rebuilt with done, and 
more drongly fortified the rampart of Adrian. Soon after Severus a. Dt 
had finidied this imperial work, he died in the city of York.' M 

From the death of this Emperor to the reign of Dioclefian, A . n. 
few incidents occur in the hidory of Britain} the Romans having ” S4 ' 

’ DionCaffim, lib. LXXII. p. 821. * Hefodian, lib. III. p. 133, 135, 137. 

t Bede’s Eccl. Hift. lib. I. cap. XII. p. 50. Joannis Rolii, Aut<} Warwic- llill. 

Reg. Angl. p. 49. Orofius, lib, VII. cap. XVII. p. 50*. Iiift. Auguft. Script, 

Spartian, p. 71. 
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been too much employed by convulfions in their own empire, to 
attend to the diftant provinces. In the courfe of this reign Ca- 
raufius,’ and afterwards Alleftus,* affumed an independent fove- 
reignty in Britain/ But when Conftantius was elevated to the 
rank of Caefar, in that lingular fyftem of government formed 
by Dioclefian, he reduced the ifland to its former ftate of a 
province of the empire/ This prince died in the city of York, 4 
foon after he had fucceeded to the purple as emperor of the weft; 
and during the greateft part of his reign, he kept the Britons 
in quiet, by the influence of his mild virtues/ The more dc- 
cifive qualities of Conftantine the Great continued to enforce 
their obedience. 

At this period a ftorm began to gather in the north, which 
gradually acquiring greater force and a deeper gloom, at length 
overfpread the Britilli hemifphere. 

As the dread of the Roman power declined with the retreat of 
the legions, ieveral nations, tut Rifts, the Scots, and the Saxons, 
made incurfions into Britain. The Pifts were natives of the 
ifland, and inhabited the country near to the wall of Antonine, 
upon the eaftern, and weftern coaft, and on the mountains of 


1 Caron. Flore9 Hilloriarum, p. 91. 84. Aleth. 

* Flores Hid. p. 91, 84. J J. Roffi, Ant. War. p. 50. 

* Called Eboracum by the Romans, Cacr Efrog by the Britons, and Euerwyke by 
the Saxons. Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 30. 

i Ranulph. Iiigden, lib. IV, p. 319. Gale’s Script. Flores Hiftoriarum, p. 92, 
96, by Math. Weftmiultcjr. 

Cale- 
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Caledonia.* The Scots were a recent colony from Ireland, and 
had fettled by invitation of the Pi6ts, upon the weftern ftiore 
of Scotland very early in the fourth century.* The Saxons, one 
of the moft warlike nations in Germany, had emigrated from the 
northern parts of that country, and had fettled along the fea 
coaft from Jutland to the mouth of the Rhine.* 

The hiftcry of this period is barren of important incidents, 
and exhibits very little agreeable information: we fcarcely meet 
with any thing, but pictures of rude life and manners, or melan¬ 
choly details of war and devaluation. 

With a policy peculiar to the Romans, they had permitted 
the kingly office in the full extent of its andent authority, to re¬ 
main in many of the provinces of Britain. 4 In the courfe of 
this period, two princely families had arifen into pre-eminence, 
above the reft of the Britifh Reguli j appearing in their ancient 
luftre on the decline of the Roman power, and attaining to that 
royal diftimftion which had formerly belonged to their anceftors.* 
Thefe were the princes of the Cynethian and Cornwall families.* 
Tiie former were fovereigns of the territory belonging to the 
Strath-Clyde* 1 * Britons, and of the principality of North Wales j-f* 


* Whitaker, ibid. edit. vol. II. p. 209. 

* Whitaker'■ : lift. Maneheftcr, vol. II. p. 248, 249, 250, 

1 Veiilr^an, chop.III. p. 20, 55, 56, 82, 84. 

• Hift. Mancheiler, 10I. 1. 2d ..lit. p. 331. Verllcgan, chap. V. p. iij. 
J Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 145,171. 6 Rowland, p. 171. 

* XftradCl’wyd. | Gwynedd, 
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and were defcended from Coel, a northern prince; who, by his 
marriage with the heirefs of North Wales, became the fove- 
reign of that principality.' The daughter of this prince fuc- 
ceeded to his dominions, and was called Helena, and was after¬ 
wards married to the Emperor Conftantiusj* who, having gained 
by that union a natural right to the crown, the Roman govern- 
'ment became for a time very popular. In after times, the line 
of the princefs Helena becoming extinft in Britain, the fucceflion 
of the Strath-Clyde kingdom, with the principality of North 
Wales, devolved upon Cynetha* her nephew. 1 The fons of this 
prince, leaving their northern territories to the government of 
the eldeft branch of their own family, retired to their dominions 
in North Wales; where their defendants fupported the caufe of 
freedom and of nature, until the royal Britifli blood became ex- 
tintt as to fovereignty, in the perfon of David the laft prince of 
Wales. 4 

The Cornwall family were derived from Bran-ap-Llyr, a duke 
of that province; who was after war. E chofen the king of Britain. 1 
Out of this princely family delcended the illuftrious names of 
Aurelius Ambrofius, Uthur Fendragon, Arthur and Conftantine; 
a line of heroes, who fucceflively, but with different fortunes, 
oppofed the Saxon arms.® 

> Rowland's Mon. Ant. p. 145, 163. 

“ Ran. Higdcn, lib. XIV. p.219. Flores Fiiftoriarum, p. 92. Rowland, p. 161, 
162, 163, 166 

* CynedJa Wledig, or the Illuftrious. J Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 90. 

i Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 146, 162. * Ibid. 145,146, 170. 6 Ibid. 

The 
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The naval force of the kingdom in the preceding period, 
during the reigns of Conftantius and his fon Conftantine, had 
been the objett of policy and of regular attention j by which 
means the coafts had in general been fecured front invafion j* 
but as the Roman intereft declin'd, the navy was fuffered to 
decay; the Britons having paid no attention to this great object 
of national fecurity. 


At this period the Pi£fs, a&ing in conjunction with the Scots, 
and the Saxons, invaded the Roman territories in Britain. The 
diftra&ion and mi fay caufed by this invafion were aftonifhingly 
great: for not confining their ravages to the fea coafts, as had 
hitherto been their cuftom, they fpread wide their depredations 
through the interior parts of the country. They were inftantly 
oppofed by the Count of the Saxon fliores j but after that officer 
had done all in his power to withftand their fury, he bravely fell, 
where he could not conquer. The next perfon that oppofed them 
was the general of the Roman forces j who, having collected 
fuch a power as the urgency of the time would allow, marched 
againft the enemy •, but being drawn into an ambufeade, this 
general, likewife, experienced the fame fate. Thefe circumftances 
creating alarm, the emperor Valentinian fent Theodofius into 
Britain j and this officer, uniting military talents with great policy 
and add refs, foon nut an end to the war, and rcinftated the 
provinces in their former tranquillity.* On the return of Theo- 


A. D. 

364. 


A. D. 

367. 


* Flores Hiftoriarum, j,. 91. SeldenMare Claufum, lib. II. cap. VI. 7. Campbell’s 
Naval Hift. Brit. vol.I. p. *6. * Langhorai. Aat. Albion, p. 224. 
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dofius to Rome, he was attended to the fea fhore by the acclama¬ 
tions of a grateful people. 1 

This tranquil ftate of their affairs was foon interrupted by 
the ambition of a popular individual. For the Britons, engaging 

A. D. in the caufe of Maximus* on his ufurpation of the empire, 

383. 

rekindled the flames of war, and haftened their own rain. This 
perfon had ferved a long time in Britain with great military repu¬ 
tation j* but the caufe which of ail others had been the means 
of riveting him in the affeftions of the natives, and of more 
clofely uniting his interefts with their own, was his marriage 
with Helena, 5 the daughter of Euda duke of Cornwall, 4 and 
who was afterwards eletted to the fovereign dignity.* In confe- 
quence of which, Maximus 6 drew to his ftandard the flower of 
the Britifh youth; who along with the legionary foldiers were 
tranfported into Gaul. 7 Ilis endeavours were at firft crowned 
with fuccefs, by an advantage he obtained over Gratian, one of 
the Roman emperors, 8 and by the expulfion of Valentinian the 

A. n. other emperor out of Italy; but his army was afterwards routed 

-QQ 

3 ' by Theodofius, and he himfelf, with his fon Flavius, put to death, 

* Appendix Poll BocJam, p.671. Ammianus Marcellin. lib. XXVIII. p. 515. 

* Macfcn H'IctHg. 1 Zofimus, lib. IV. p. 248. * Born at Segontium. 

4 Cornwall, called Ccrnivv by the Britons; by the Saxons Cornwall, or the Wellli 
ofCornavia. See Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 18. 

5 Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 90. Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 166,169. Flores 
Iliftoriarum, p. 105. 

* Zofimus, lib. IV. p. 248. 7 Flores Hiftoriarum, p. 106. 

8 Zofimus, p. 248. Bede’s Ecclcfiaftical Iliftory, p. 25. 
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after having been, five years, in pofleflion of the imperial dig¬ 
nity.* 7 . hefe princes fell viftims to their ambition j and with 
them fell likewife the hopes, and fplendid views of the Britons. 
The remains of this unfortunate army, for want of the means, 
it is probable, of returning into their own country, fettled in 
Armorica. * * 

A season of weaknefs and mifery cnfued; but it was not 
every part of Britain which had been involved in the general 
calamity. On the diflblution of the Roman power, the Britifli 
governments had reverted to thole Reguli who were defcended 
from the ancient fovereigns. The moft eminent of thefe princes, 
at this period, was Einion Urdd, the fon of Cynetha j who re¬ 
futed, like his father, in his northern territories.' This prince 
united in his government the kingdom of the Strath-Clyde Bri¬ 
tons, the province of North Wales, and, it is probable, like¬ 
wife, tliofe parts of Chefhire and Lancalliire lying upon the Irifli 
channel/ The union of thefe dominions, under a vigorous ad- 
miniftration, formed a force fufficiently powerful to repel the 
invaders; and to keep his own kingdom in general fecurity, as long 
as it continued unbroken by the cuftom of Gavel-kind. In the 
courfc of this reign, however, the Irifti Scots, under the com¬ 
mand of Sirigi, 5 landed on Mona j and having defeated the 


1 Zofimus, p. 266, 269. 

* Llyditiv, or along the water. 1 Girald. Cainbrenfis, lib. V. p. 41. The name is 
derived in the Britifli from Ar-inorica, or upon the fea. Humfrcy Lhuyd’s Brt-v. p. to, 

1 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 183. 4 Ibid. p. 146. * Or the Rover. 
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natives, took pofTdlion of that ifland.' On this invafion, Einion 
Urdd fent his eldeft fon Cafivallon* l to the relief of Mona;’ 
who foon executed his orders, by routing the enemy at Holyhead, 
where their fleet was depofited, and flaying Sirigi in a perfonal 
encounter. 4 

During the reign of Thcodofms, his juft and vigorous ad- 
miniftration prefervcd in general the public tranquillity. But 
on the death of that prince, and in the minority of Honorius, 
a more general and formidable invafion took place. The Pids, 
the Irifh Scots, and the Saxons united their powers, and in- 
ftfted the fouthern coafts of Britain j they divided into different 
parties, and fpread, with infinite fury, over the interior parts of 
the kingdom. This invafion, however, was foon checked, and 
the peace of the ifland eftabliftied, under the condud of Vi (flo¬ 
rin us; an officer who had been fent into Britain by Stilico, and who 
had, himfelf, direded, in the minority of his mafter, the concerns 
of the Roman empire/ Among other marks of his attentions 
to the true intereft of the ifland, he repaired the navy, which 
for fornc years preferved the coafts from being invaded. 6 

A calm interval having fucceeded this ftormy feafon, an event 
occurred the moft important and decifive; and which gave fo 


* Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 14.fr. ** Cafwallon-law-bir, or the long-handed. 

* Rowland’s Mon Ant. p. 183. 4 Ibid. p. 146. 

s Claudian dc laud. Stilicon. cap. XI. Langhorni. Ant. Alb. p.237. 

• Sccund. Pancg. de laud. Stilic. p. gi6. 
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rude a fhock to the center of the Roman Rate, as to convulfe 
the moft diftant parts of that wide and extenfive empire. This 
was the invafion of Italy by Alaric the Goth. To fuftain the 
central parts, the legionary troops in the provinces were recalled; 
and of courfe the greateft part of thofe which had been Rationed 
in Britain were withdrawn into Italy.* 

In defpair of receiving afliftance from Rome, the Britons them- 
felves elefted feveral fovereigns, to take the direction of affairs in 
fuch a perilous feafon. 1 The laft of thefe princes, named Con¬ 
ftantine, was raifed to that dignity on account of the popularity 
of his name j and though of mean rank, being no more than a 
common foldier, he was a perfon of fpirit and of enterprize, and 
poflefled a genius above his condition. 1 

Elated with his early profperity, Conftantine extended his 
views to the continent j and in order to fupport his claim to the 
empire, and to take advantage of the prefent favourable junfturc, 
he paffed over into Gaul with an army. ’ Honorius, being obliged 
to give way to the prefent emergency, agreed to receive him as 
his affociate in the empirebut that prince having concluded 
a peace with the Goths, oppofed the pretcnfions of Conftantine. 
and finally took him prifoncr, and put him to death.' The re- 

' Chudian dc bdlo Gotico, p. 593. 

* Humfrey Lhuyd’s Brcv. p. 92. Zofimus, p. 371. 

1 Polidore Vinjil, lib. III. p. 50. * Ibid. p. 50. Zofimur, p.771. 

f Zofimus, p. 359. 6 Polidorc Virgil, p. 3:0. 
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mainder of the Britons, who had followed the fortunes of the 
ufurper, fettled in Armorica, which at this time was eretted into 
a kingdom, independent of Rome.' 

The Britons, dill more expofed than ever to invafions, applied 
to Honorius for aflidancc; hut that emperor, himfelf forely 
A. I), predid by Alaric the Goth, K Ft them to the management of their 

410. 

own affairs, and renounced the fovereignty of the ifland.* 

A short gleam of profperity rifing upon the Romans, in the 
A- D. reign of Valentinian the third, a legion was fent into Britain by 

423. . 0 1 

Aitius, who commanded in Gaul j with no view of making any 
permanent fettlement, but only in pity to the immediate didreffes 
of that country. When this legion had performed the neceflary 
fcivicc, it was recalled into Italy.’ Before their departure, the 
Romans fortified the wall of Severus, and ere6ted towers for 
obfei vation upon the fea coafts 3 they exhorted the Britons to 
inure themfelves to war; and affured them, that on their own 
virtue and manly exertions, their future fafety mud: depend. 4 

At this period, when the Romans bade a final adieu to Bri¬ 
tain, the country lay expofed to the inroads of numerous ene¬ 
mies 3 after its native drength had been exhauded in fuppoit of 
foreign wars, its numbers farther waded by famine and pedi- 


2 % 


A. D. 
410. 


' Zofimus, lib. Vf. p. 376. * Ibid. 376, 381. 1 Ibid. 376. 

4 Bede’s Ecclefiaftic. Hill. lib. I. cap. XII, p. 50. Gildas, p. 5. Gale’s Script. 
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lencc,' and its navy, that natural bulwark of its fafety, had 
fallen into decay : l and, under all tliefe external diladvantages, 
the people, t jo, were in want of that union fo neccflary in times 
of emergency; and the Britifh princes thennelvLS inftead of 
uniting to oppofe the common danger, by concerted plans of 
operation, were only anxious to fecure their feparate interefts. 5 

* Verftegan, chap. V. p. n$, 116. Bede, lib. I. cap. XIV. p. 51, jj. Gildas, p. 7. 
1 Berkeley’s Naval Hill. Britan;* p. 43. 

> Bede’s Ecclefiaftic. Hid. lib. I. cap. XII. 
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BOOK II. 

CONTAINING A REVIEW OF THE BRITISH HISTORV FROM THE 
FINAL RETREAT OF THE ROMANS, TO THAT PERIOD WHEN THE 
ANCIENT BRITONS WERE DRIVEN INTO WALES, CORNWALL, AND 
ARMORICA. 

A. d. In a ftate of weaknefs and confufion the Britons recovered 
43 °' their liberty, after having, in fome degree, been dependent on the 
Roman empire four hundred and eighty years, from the firft in- 
vafion under Julius Caefar.' But they were no longer that rough, 
brave, or virtuous people which the Romans found them ; they 
might be poliflied, it is true, by the Roman arts, but thefe had 
left them without valour or public fpirit, enervated, indolent, and 
dejedtcd. They in general were elated at the idea of being free; 
but their minds were too much debafed, to form juft concep¬ 
tions of freedom, or to enjoy for the prelent, or render permanent, 
the full benefit of its invaluable fruits. 

* Scldcn Marc Claufum, lib. II, cap. IX. p.1310. 
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Book II. 


BRITISH HISTORY. 


Amidst the confufion natural in fuch a fituation, it is laid, 
that the Britons were ftruck with a fenfe of their true interefts j 
and that they determined to eftablilh a powerful navy, as the 
moft folid means of fecuring the public tranquillity. This falu- 
tary meafure, though undertaken at firft with alacrity, was never 
carried into execution : the defign, it is probable, might in fome 
meafure fail, through the natural levity of a people, unacquainted 
with bufmefs, averfe to labour, and unaccuftomcd to great 
attempts.' 

The fudden attack made by the Piets on the wall of Severus, 
allowed them, it is* true, but little lcilurc to engage in naval de- 
figns. And thofe Britons, who defended the forts upon the wall, 
unacquainted with this kind of war, and not poffeiUng the cool 
intrepidity necdlhry in fuch a fituation, abandoned their Rations; 
and, forlaking that part of the country, retreated to the fouth. 
Inftead of the fpoils, which had hitherto been the object of their 
inroads, the Pifts determined to fettle upon the territories which 
had been lately abandoned: 1 but this dangerous defign was fuf- 
pended, for the prefent, by a peace concluded with the Britons ; 
that wretched people having purchafed a temporary quiet, for a 
confiderablc fum of money. By this treaty, the wall of Severus 
was to be the boundary between the two nations. The peace 
was however of no long duration, for the means which were em¬ 
ployed to procure it, were naturally the caufe of its infraction ;* 

* Berkeley’s Naval llift. Britain, p.43,44. 

* Bede’s Ecclefiaftic. Hid. lib. J. cap. XII. p. 50. 3 Rapin, vol. I. p. .24, 25. 
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and a war cnfticd more deftru&ive in its confequence, than any 
in which the Britons had been engaged. In one battle alone 
they fuftained the lofs of fourteen thoufand men j an irreparable 
injury in their weak fituation. Reduced to extremity, they fo- 
licitcd peace of their conquerors,' and obtained one indeed, but 
upon very mortifying terms j for by the new treaty they were 
obliged to yield up the country which lies to the north of the 
Ilumber, and on which territory the Pi£ts immediately made 
fettlements.* 

The Britons being thus defpoiled of a great part of their terri¬ 
tories, and fcnfible that every refiftancc of their own was vain, 
applied to the king of Armorica for afiiftancej who font his brother 
Conftantine, with a body of troops, into the illand.’ That prince 
having defeated the enemy, was promoted, in a public council, 
to the Britifli throne/ But this fupply only afforded the Britons 
an occafional relief; and Rill prefled by the incrcafing power of 
their enemies, they had rccourfe for the laft time to the Romans, 
and fupplicated aid from /Etius the Preef eft of Gaul •, who, with 
great valour, and a tranfient fuccefs, had fufpended for fome time 
the deftiny of Rome. The Britilh deputies carried to him the 
following letter of their countrymen, written in a ftrain of dis¬ 
honourable lamentation : 


* ltnpin, vol. I. p. *4, 25, 1 Ibid. 

* CiiiiiiJ. Caiiil'ienfis, lit'. VT. p. 43. 

♦ Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 184. Geoif. Moptronth, p. 171, Knglilh tranflation. 
Ranulph. Higdcr, lib. iv. p. Gale’s Script. Math. Weft. Floret Hift. p. 21 j. 
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“ To /Etius, thrice conful, the groans of the Britons. We 
“ know not which way to turn us. The Barbarians drive us 
“ to the fea, and the fea forces us back to the Barbarians ; be- 
“ tween which we have only the choice of two deaths, either to 
“ be fwallowed up by the waves, or butchered by the fword.” ‘ 

But ADtius, at this time engaged in oppofing the formidable 
Attila, was not in a fituation to afford them relief/ 

Dejected with this repulfe, and (till harrafled by the inroads 
of the Pi&s and Irifh Scots, the Britons were at length reduced 
to cfefpairdeferted their habitations, abandoned tillage, and re- 
linquifhing the habits of focial life, retreated to the woods and 
mountains; in which folitary wilds they gained a precarious fub- 
fiftence by hunting/ To add another evil to their fufferings, 
a famine enfued, owing to inceffant devaftation and the negled 
of cultivating their land. 4 To avoid this complicated mifery, 
numbers of the Britons yielded themfelves up to the mercy of 
their enemies: others more brave, continued to oppofe them 
from the places of their retreat j and the miferable remainder, 
indulging the laft effort of defpair, fell to injure and defpoil 
one another/ 


1 Bede, lib. I. cap. XIII. p. ji. Gildas, cap. XVII. Girald. Cambrcnfis, lib. 
VI. p. 42. 

* Bede, ibid. 1 Verftcgan, chap. V. p. 116. * Gildas, p, 6. 

* Bede, lib. I. cap. XIV. p.ji. 
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The invaders themfelves, unacquainted with the arts of agri¬ 
culture, and perpetually harraffed by the fudden incurftons of the 
Britons, began to feel the preffure of that famine which they 
had occafioned; and were obliged to relinquifti their pofleilions, 
and retire into their own country.' During this interval of 
peace, the Britons returned to their habitations, and to their ufual 
employments in hulbandry. Favpurable feafons having ieconded 
their labours, an aftonifliing plenty enfued ■, when, forgetful of 
their paft misfortunes, and improvident for the future, they are 
faid to have fallen into luxury, and into vices of $very kind, the 
moil atrocious j a circumftance, which not only marks the man¬ 
ners of the age, but alfo proves them to be unworthy of that 
freedom they had lately recovered/ 

There is a point of depreflion as well as of exaltation, as 
has been obferved by an acute philofophic fpirit,* which in gene¬ 
ral limits the progrefs of human affairs; and from which they 
ufually return, either by a flow or a rapid movement, to the 
oppofite extreme. Though reduced to the lowefl: ftate of weak- 
nefs and mifery, the Britons, rou%l by the virtue of fiiccceding 
princes, recovered their native Ipirit; and, rifing again into free¬ 
dom and importance, aflerted for many ages the rights of injured 
humanity. 

About this period, Cafwallon, the prince of Cumbria, made 
choice of Mona 1 for his refldencej and being the eldefl: branch 

» Gildas, cap. XVH. * Bede, cap. XVU. * Mr. Hume. 

i The ruins of his palace were to be fc$n near Llan Elian in the Rev. Mr. 
Rowland’s time. 
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of the Cynithian family % he had of cOurie a preeminence in 
dignity} the other Cambrian princes paying him homage and 
obedience as their fuperior lord.* From this sera we may fix the 
date of a diftinft fovereignty in North Wales. 

Among the various evils accumulated upon the Britons, we 
may alfo add the miferies of religious diffenfion. It is equally 
deplorable as it is ft range, that the Chriftian religion, fo well 
adapted to foften and fo meliorate the human heart, ihould, by 
a fatal perverfion, be made the means of deftroying the mildnefs 
of its fpirit, and of injuring its purity} by calling into aftion 
the malignant and angry paffions, and by confining the natural 
freedom of the mind, within the narrow limits prefcribed to it 
by prejudice and the pride of opinion. The herefy of the Pela¬ 
gians had, at this time, fpread in the Chriftian church; and the 
difputes which it produced were carried on with much animofity 
and rancour; evils, which have always arifen from the paffions 
whenever they mingle in theological controverfy.* 


To remedy thefe evils, and to reduce to one ftandard religious 
opinions, the Britifh clergy applied for affiftance to a Gallican 
council j which deputed St. Germain, attended by another bifhop 
of the name of Lupus, upon that miffiOn. 1 The former prelate, 
who was a man of learning and piety, and feems to have poflefled 


* Rowland, p. 146, 147, 148. * Matt. Weflro. p. 114. 

t Ibid. Bede’s Eccl. Ilift. lib. I. cap. XVII. p. $4. Ran. Higdcn’g Polychron. 
lib. V. p. 223. 
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a folid and extenfive genius, having for the prefent given a check 
to the Pelagian innovations, fixed his refidence in Cambria ; 
where, it is probable, that at this early period, many of its 
inhabitants ftill remained in ignorance, and had fcarcely anj^ 
knowledge of chriftianity.' 

During the converfion of the Britons in Cambria, and while 
St. Germain was introducing learning with fome degree of order 
into the church, the Saxons joined in* confederacy with the 
Pifts, and invaded that part of the country. At this juncture, 
many Britons were aflembled to be inftru&ed by St. Germain 
in the principles of chriftianity, and to receive baptifin at his 
hands on the feftival of Eafter. Supported by this multitude, 
who were fired with religious enthufiafm, St. Germain calmly 
waited the approach of the enemy, at a place called Maes-Garmon , 
near Mold in Flintfhire j and at the moment, when the Saxons, 
were milling to the attack, he ordered the Britons to call aloud, 
three times, All'elujab . The found having increafed by the re¬ 
verberation of the adjacent mountains, threw the Saxons into 
fo great a panic, that they were foon routed. 1 We eafily con¬ 
ceive that a fuperftitious people, would impute this lingular 
victory to the extraordinary interpofition of the Almighty j and 
that they efteemed their leader, like Gideon, to be armed with 
celeftial power. But the mind, at the prefent periqd, not feeing 
obje&s through the medium of either fuperftition or enthufiafm, 

* ConA^ntiua’ Life of St. Germain. 

® Bede’s Ecclef, Hifl. lib. 1 . cap. XX. p> 57. Langhorni. Ant. Albionenfes, p. 2J9. 
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will conclude this event to have arifen out of natural caulea,, 
always under the direction of Divine Providence. The Saxons, 
it is poflible, from the nature of the outcry, might fufpeft an* 
ambulh, or that the number of the Britons was increafed: be- 
fi’des, the mind of man, in an uncultivated ftate, is liable to fears 
the moft fudden, abfurd, and contagious. Having thus preferved 
the public tranquillity from foreign enemies, and by civil and 
religious regulations having fecured in home meafure the peace of 
the country, St. Germain attempted before his departure to 
eftablifh a naval force} alluring the Britons, that it muft be 
upon their fleets alone they could rationally depend for their 
future fecurity.* 

Constantine, the king of Britain, was, at this time, mur¬ 
dered by the treachery of a Pift, while he was engaged in the 
pleafures of the chace. His fon Conftans> though a monk, was 
railed to the throne, through the machinations of Vortigern* 
his coufin; in hopes of dire&ing the government of a prince, 
who, having been bred in the recedes of a cloifter, was of courle 
uninftru&ed in the management of public affairs, and in the laws 
of his kingdom.* There was fomething bold in the genius of 
Vortigern. He poflefled qualities which ufually decide in great 
and turbulent fcenes j but he was led by them into a ferics of 

1 Bferkeley’s Naval Hift. Britain, p. 44. - 

* Gvtrtbtyrn Gwrtbcnau , lord of Gwent Erglng and Euets in South Wales. L. Morris. 

* Geoff. Monmouth, p. 173. Rowland, p. 169,1S4. Ranulph. Iligdcn, lib. IV. 
p. 1 19.. Gale’s Script. Math, Weftm. Flores Hill, p. 113, 
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crimes, which have marked his life with misfortune, and his 
character with infamy. 

As foon as Vortigem had taken the reins of government into 
his hands, he difdained to ad a fecondary part in its affairs; 
hut, allured by the profped of the crown, he determined to 
reach that point of his ambition by the murder of his fovereign.* 
In purfuance of this defign, the kiag’s guards, who had been 
recommended by Vortigern himfelf, and were inftigated by re¬ 
wards and his artful fuggeftions, Altered the prince’s bed chamber*, 
and having cut off his head, earned it bleeding to the regent. 
Vortigern, however delighted with the fpedacle, feigned the ut- 
moft aftonilhment and horror, wept over the ghaftly vifage, and 
by a mafter-ftroke of policy, as if affe&ed with honeft indig¬ 
nation, commanded the heads of the aflaflins to be ftruck off.* 
The lingular addrefs of Vortigern, in the conduit of this affair, 
might caufe the death of Conftans, in fome degree, to remain 
inveloped in uncertainty and darknefs. It removed however the 
A. D. obftacle to his ambition, and he immediately afeended the throne}’ 

448. 

but whether by his own ufurpation, or that he was called to the 
vacant dignity by the voice of the Britifh Hates, is a point which 
remains undecided. 


1 Jo. Rofs. Ant. Warw. p. $5. -Math. Wcflm. Flores Hid. p. 113. 

* Polychronicon, lib. IV. p. 221. in Gale’s Sc rip tores. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 
178. Evan’s Mirrour of pad Ages, in Welfli, p. 95. 

2 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 184. 


Herb 



39 


Bof K II. BRITISH HISTORY. 

Here let us paufe a moment over an epoch diftinguilhed in the 
Britilh annals, when the Saxons were invited into Britain to be- 
the guardians of its fafety, and point out the probable cauiies 
of a meafure fo delufive, and fatal. The rapid changes of feveraE 
princes from the fceptre to the grave, had Ihewn the precarious 
tenure under which the Britilh fovereigns had held their power. 
The fear, likewife, of falling a facrifice to the juftice of his coun¬ 
try, might be a powerful motive with Vortigem, to unite his 
caufe with the ambitious views of the Saxons j whole number 
and valour might protect him from danger, and fupport their 
mutual interefts. Superadded to thele motives of a perfonal 
nature, the public fafety,, at this time threatened with an invafion 
of the Pidts and Scots, ferved Vortigem as a plaufible pretext 
to convene the ftates of the kingdom, and to propofe in that 
afl’embly the neceflity of fuch an- alliance.' Nothing could fo 
Itrongly mark the fear and diftrattion, which at this time, in¬ 
fluenced the general counciJ, as adopting fo haftily a meafure, 
repugnant to every principle of found policy. The fucceeding 
hiftory of the Saxon wars, replete with human mifery, and the 
ruin of the Britilh empire, the effeft of this day’s counfels, are 
melancholy leflons to mankind} that a people, who have not 
themfelves the virtue to defend their country, are not likely by 
adventitious aid to preferve its freedom. 


• Bede, lib. I. cap. XIV. p. ji, 52. Polidore Virgil, lib. HI. p. ?5« Math.- 
Weftm. Flores Hiftoriarum, p. J15, Gildas, cap. XXIII. p. 7. Gale’s edit. 
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A weak credulity, and a temper hafty and impetuous, were 
the leading qualities of the Britons j which frequently excited 
them to refolutions the moft precipitate and ill founded* Thefe 
defeats, which have been ruinous to their liberties in every period 
of their annals, laid them open to the machinations and interefted 
views of this crafty ufurper i and it was an eafy matter for Vorti- 
gern, by founding the alarm of danger, to obtain the confent 
of the Britifh Rates, that deputies fhould be immediately dis¬ 
patched to folicit-aidof the Saxons.’ Some nobler fpirits, endued 
with greater ftrength of difeernment, law the fatal tendency of 
the meafure, and exerted their utmoft efforts to oppofe the current 
of this general infatuation. But the evil genius of Britain pre¬ 
vailed, and deputies were fent to the Saxons, to folicit their affift- 
ance againft the common enemy, the Pifts and the Scots. 1 

The various tribes of the Saxons,’ at this period, were go¬ 
verned in the fame manner as the Celtic nations. An afiembly, 
compofed of twelve of the moft eminent chieftains, formed the 
great council of the nation, and during peace directed the pub¬ 
lic adminiftration j but in times of war, one perfon of this 
body, pre-eminent in valour and other talents for command, 
was chofen by the common fuffrages to take upon him the 
conduct of the ftate. 4 At this period, Hengift and Horfa were 

* Bede, lib. I. cap. XIV. p. 51. Polidorc Virgil, lib. III. p. 55. 

1 Evan’s Mirrour of part Ages, written in Welfli, 

1 So called from uling military weapons that were in the lhape of a feythe , and 
failed in their language feaxes. Vcrliegan, chap. I. p. ai, 22. 

* Verftegan, chap, HI. p. 62. 
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princes of great diftinCHon. They were the defendants of Wo¬ 
den,' the founder of the nation, and regarded by the Saxons as 
the deity who prefided in war,* agreeably to the cuftom of the 
early ages, of paying divine honours to any diflinguifhed indi¬ 
vidual, who had been the inftrument of glory or of utility to his 
country. 

When the Britifli deputies appeared before the aflembly of the 
Saxon Rates, they opened the nature of their coramiflion, and 
foliated afliftance.’ Struck with this favourable opportunity of 
dilplaying their valour, and of gratifying their avidity, and 
probably difcerning the confequent advantages, the Saxons agreed 
to fend the Britons immediate aid; and a large body of troops 
was embarked under the command of Hengift and Hor&. + The 
former of thefe warriors, by his valour and abilities, was every 
way qualified to fupport the expectations of his country. On 
the character of Ilorfa, hiftory is filent; except that, along with 
his brother, he had ferved in the Roman armies under Valen- 
tinian the third.' 

When the deputies returned into Britain, and reported the 
fuccets of their embafly, there was great rejoicing in the court 

1 From Woden is derived Wcdncfday, being the day dedicated to the honour of 
that Saxon deity. Friday liketvife is derived from the Saxon goddefs Fria, being 
the day dedicated to her worfliip; and in the fame manner, every other day in the 
week, has taken, its derivation from the Saxon deities. See Verflcgan, cap. III. 
p. 69—77. Bede, lib. I. cap. XV. p. 53. Sammes’s Britifli Ant. 3;*. 

1 Ran. Higden Polychron. Gale’s Script, lib. V. p. 222. 3 Gildas, p. 7. 

4 Gildas, cap. XXIU. p. 7- Gale’s edit. Bede, lib. I, cap. XV. p. 53. 

5 Verflcgan, chap. V. p. 118. 
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a. D. of Vortigern. 1 Soon after their arrival, the- Saxon auxiliaries 

449. 

landed at Ebsfleete in the ifland of Thanet; the place which, by 
previous agreement, had been allotted for their refidence. 1 Under 
the influence of thole fears which ever agitate guilty minds, it 
is natural to fuppofe, that the arrival of his new allies, would be 
a matter of pleafure and comfort to the Britifli king. 1 To (hew 
them greater honour, he repaired in perfon to meet the Saxons, 
and waited their landing on the fea fliore; he there received them 
with extraordinary careffcs, entertained them with feafts feveral 
days; and after he had fettled their ftipulated pay, to avoid the 
eaules of future difcontcnts, he led them againft the Pi&s and 
Scots, 4 who at this time had penetrated as far as Stamford. 5 
That they might give an early impreffion of their valour. Hen- 
gift placed the Saxons in the front, as the ftation of danger; and 
the Britons formed the rear of the army. In this fituation, they 
waited the attack of the enemy; who began the affault, as was 
ufually their cuftom, by a difeharge of lances and darts; which 
made no imprcfllon upon the Saxons, who were accuftomed to 
fight in a clofer order, with long fwords and battle axes. At 
length, after an engagement obftinately difputed and bloody, the 
Pi<fts and Scots were entirely defeated.® By this viftory the Saxon 
princes obtained a high reputation for valour and military con- 

* Evans’* Mirrour, inWelfli, p. 98. 

* Verftcgao, chap. V. p. x 17. Bede, lib. I. cap. XV. p. 52. Saxon Chron. bp~ 
Gibfon, p. 12. * Verftegan,chap. V. p. 122. 

* Humfrey Lhuyd’t Brev. p. 13. Verftcgan, chap. V. p. 122. 

5 Gale’s Script. Raaulph Higden Polychron. lib. V. p. 222. 
t Verftcgan, chap. V. p. 122. Bede, lib. I.-cap, XV. p. 52. Gale’s Script, ibid. 
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dutt.' A few fubfequent efforts, which were always unprof- 
perous, obliged the Pitts and Scots to relinquifh their conquefts, 
and to retreat into their own country. If, upon this fortunate 
turn in their affairs, the Britons had united under a fovereign of 
ability and virtue, had enforced the immediate departure of the 
Saxons, at a time when they were few in number, and had alfo 
eftablifhed a naval force j they might have preferved the public 
tranquillity, and have fecured, for a time at leaft, the national 
independence. 

Instead of thefe decifive and politic meafures, a ruinous and 
irreparable one enfued. For Hengift, whofe penetrating mind 
had feen into the defigns, and critical fituation of Vortigem; and 
who had obferved the luxury, the negligence, and effeminacy of 
the Britons; and had noticed the richnefs of their country com¬ 
pared with his own; began at this time to extend his views to¬ 
wards a permanent fettlement in it. With this defign, he invited 
a frefh body of his countrymen to affift in the enterprize, and 
to partake in the fruits of the conquefts which he meditated. 1 
He likewife reprefented to the king the neceflity of being poffeflcd 
of fome fortified place, as a fecurity for his troops, and as a 
repofitory of their fpoils; and accordingly defired that he might 
erett fuch a fortrefs. The requeft of Hengift was at firft re- 
fufed by Yortigern, through fear that it might excite a jcalotify 

« Veiftegan, cap. V. p. 12s. 

4 Bede’s Eccl. Hid. lib. I. cap. XV. p. 5a. Saxon Chron. p. 12. Vcrltegan, chap, 
V. p, 122, 
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among the Britons} however, at length he accomplifhed his de- 
fign, by means of an artifice, which if it be true, marked the: 
exceeding fimplicity of the times.' 

Latter End Induced by the flattering defeription which Hengift had given- 

ot A. I), 

450. of Britain, a large body of Saxons came over ;* and among thefe 
was the daughter of that prince, the beautiful Rowenna.* The 
arrival of thefe troops was feen with a jealous eye by many of 
the Britons, who were juftly alarmed at the confequences of 
introducing into the country fo great a number of foreigners.* 
ButVortigern, the prefiding demon in the fate of Britain, and 
whofe fecret machinations, it is probable, had introduced this 
reinforcement, either defpifed the remonftrance of his fubjeds, 5 
or had the addrefe to filence their fears * and to perfuade them of 
the neceffity of fuch a meafure, on the plaufible pretext that the 
firft body of Saxons, from their late lofles, would be infufficient 
to proted them from their enemies. 4 

The intercourfe fubfifling between Hengift and the Britiftr 
king, had given him the opportunity of obferving the confti- 
tutional charader of that- monarch * and on this bafis he hoped- 

* Fabian, p. 71. Geoff-Monmouth, p. 185. Verfteg^n, chap. V,.p, 122. Hengift 
only deli red of Vortigern as-much land as the hide of an ox would furround. This 
requeft. being agreed to, the artfulSaxon (it is faid) cut the hide into finall thongs, 
with which he encompaffcd a fpace of ground fuflkient to eredt a fort. 

* Ecdc, lib. I. cap. XV. p. 52. 

* Polidore Virgil, lib. III. Wm. Malmlbury, lib. 1 . p. 9. 

* Matth. Weftm, p. u8. » Ibid, 6 Evans’s Mirrour, p. 99, 
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to form an alliance, which fhould ferve as a cement to their 
common interefts, and fhould give folidity to his own future 
defigns. Having frequently acknowledged his obligations to 
Vortigem, he requefted the honour of his company to a feaft, 
at the caftle he had lately ereded j that by every entertainment 
in his power, he might exprefs his refpeft and gratitude. 1 Vorti- 
gern accepted the invitation to a jupper , and the caroufal was 
highly magnificent. In the height of their feftivity, when the 
wine had circulated, and the mind was open-to no other impreflion 
than pleafure; the fair Rowenna appeared in the hall, magnifi¬ 
cently dreft, and holding in her hand a golden cup which was full 
of wine. Having gracefully prefented hcrfelf upon one knee 
before the king, fhe thus addreflid him in her own language; 
“ Wiies heal hlaford Cyning , or, j >e of health lord king.” Agree¬ 
ably furprifed with the fudden appearance of a beautiful lady 
kneeling before him, the king de .unded of his chamberlain, 
who- was the interpreter, the nature of her fuit. 1 He was in¬ 
formed, that the princefs Rowenna accofted him after the man¬ 
ner of her country; where it was ufual at caroufals, for any one 
who fhall drink to another, to cry wajheil ; the perfoa to whom 
he thus fpeaks fhall an fiver, Drynk-heil ; then he who firft cried 
ivajheil , drinks, and prefents him with the cup. While the in¬ 
terpreter was explaining to Vortigcrn the nature of this gothic 
feftivity, that prince fmiled upon Rowenna, ancl f'aid to her in. 

»• Polidorc Virgil, lib. HI. p. 56. Wm. Malmlbury, p. 9. Vcrfl. chap. V. p.126.. 

1 Jo. Rofs. Ant. Warn.. Hill. Reg. Angl. p. 56. Vcrllegau, chap. V. p, 137. 
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the Saxon language, “ Drynk beil, or drink the health." 1 Upon 
this the princefs drank a little out of the cup, and prefented it 
gracefully to the king j who then, agreeably to the cuftom, gave 
her a falute. She immediately retired, with the profoundeft re- 
fpeft, out of the king’s prefence.* The uncommon beauty of 
the Saxon princefs, the gracefulnefs of her manners, and the 
touching Angularity of the a£tion, imprefled upon him when he 
was heated with wine, entirely fafcinated the foul of Vortigern; 
and left no traces of any other impreffions in his mind, than 
thole of love and defire. To increafe ftill more this amorous 
frenzy, many impediments were artfully thrown by Hengift in 
the way of his palIion. , But the infatuated monarch, inflamed 
with defire, difregarded every obftacle, which the dictates of 
honour, prudence, and religion had oppofed to his wilhes. He 
removed the chief impediment by divorcing his wife, who had 
borne him three fons ; + and having married the Saxon princefs, 
he invefted Hengift with the fovereignty of Kent, violently 
wrefting that territory from its original proprietor; he likevvife 
put him m poffeffion of the three counties of Eflex, Suffolk and 
Middlefex.* 

The marriage of Vortigern, fo oppofite to the ideas of a 
fuperftitious age; his late munificence to Hengift, fo contrary to 

» Verflegan, chap. V. p. 127. * Fabian, p. 72. Geoffry Monmouth, p. 187. 

3 William Malinfbury, p. 9. 

♦ Ran. Higden, lib. V. p. 232. Polidore Virgil, lib. III. p. 56. Verflegan, chap. 
V. p. 127. Warton’s Englifh Poetry, from Geoff. Monmouth. 

* Verflegan, cap, V. p. 128. William Malmlbury, lib. I. p. 9. 
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juftice, with his open partiality for the Saxons, had lpread in 
every place indignation and alarm.* But while the Britons em¬ 
ployed themfeives only in complaints and unavailing difcontent, 
the politic Hengift, fenfible that guilt had made the king fub- 
fervient, and of confequence a dupe to his defigns; induced 
him to give his confent for a further reinforcement of Saxons.* 
And to promote this defign, he infufed into his mind the danger 
of his fituation, from the revolt of his fubjefts univerfally di£- 
affetted > and from the probable defign of Ambrofius, 5 of aflferting 
his right to the crown, and of revenging tbe murder of his brother 
Conftans.''' In confequence of this, a large body of Saxons arrived 
under the command of Abifa, the brother of Hengift, and of his 
fon 0£la. 5 Thefe leaders landed in the iflands of the Orcades; 
and having fubdued them, and obliged the Pi£ts to evacuate the 
Northumbrian territory, they fettled in the country which had 
been abandoned.* 5 The Saxons, at firft, only occupied the land 
upon the eaftern fhore, which lies to the north of the Tyne 5 
they afterwards advanced by flow degrees to the fouth, and dif- 
poflefied the Britons of the country as far as the Humber. 7 


• Matth. Weft. p. 117. Polidore Virgil, lib. III. p. 59. Verftcg.tn, chap. V, 
J^u8. * Fabian, p. 72, 

l Emryt JVlcdig. The fon of theBritifli king Conftantine, who, after his brotherV 
death, retired into Armorica for protection. 

♦ Matth. Weft, p; 117. 

S W. Malmlbury, lib. I. p, 9. JVcrftegan, cap. V. p.128. Saxon Citron, p. 12. 
-Nennius, cap, XXXVII. Bertram’s edition. 

4 W. Malmlbury, lib. I. p. 9. Nennius, cap. XXXVII. 
t Rapin, vol. I. p. 3a, 
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A friendship cemented by principles fo interefted and baft, 
as thofe which fubfifted in the minds of Hengift and Vortigem, 
rauft be of necefiity precarious; and was not likely to be of 
longer duration than the motives which formed the alliance. 
On the acceflion of ftrength which he received by the arrival of 
fo confidcrable a force, Hengift immediately threw off the malk. 
He no longer paid any reipett to the perfon of Vortigern, and 
under the pretence of keeping up the number of his forces, he 
continually increafed them by frefli' fupplies which were fent 
him from the continent; without the knowledge, and even with¬ 
out deigning to aik the permiffion of the king. When the firft 
body of Saxons came into Britain, they had a ftipulated pay 
allowed them j* which, it is probable, confifted both of money 
and provilions; belide the ifland of Thanet, which was allotted 
for their refidence. 1 The firft condition not having been duly 
performed, 4 or perhaps under that pretext, Hengift at this time 
demanded the pay or provifions for the whole number of Saxons 
in his army; and infolently threatened, in cafe of refufal, that 
they would do themfeives juftice by the force of arms. This 
demand, however oppreflive, was inftantly complied with, to 
take from the Saxons every plaufible ground of contention. Still 
riling in their demands from the late conceffion, their hoftile 
deligns appeared without difguife, and were difcovered to be of 
the moft dangerous tendency.* In this moment of danger, when 

1 Bede, lib. I. cap. XV. 4 Matth. Weftm. p. it 6 . 

* W. Malmibury, lib. I. p. 9. * Verftegan, chap. V. p. 128. 

5 Gildas, p. 8. Bede, lib. I. cap. XV. p.33, Verflegao, cap. V. p. 128. 
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the Britons Teemed deRitute of every manly and virtuous exertion, 
they fuddenly rofe into a degree of wifdom and public fpirit, 
■which, for a time, gave a fortunate turn to their affairs. 

The folly and the crimes of Vortigern had rendered him the 
object of univerfal deteftation. In confequence of which, he 
was depofed from the throne by a general aflembly of the Britifh A. D. 
Rates, and the crown was given to his eldeft Ton Vortimer.' 4 4 

The talents of this prince, exercifed in a vigorous oppofition 
to the Saxons, fully juftified the choice of his country. The firfl 
meafures of his reign were prudent and decifive. He propofed 
to the Saxons, that they might retire unmolefled out of Britain; 
he feparated his own fhips from theirs j and having protected his 
fleet with a large body of his troops, he polled the remainder 
of his army in a ftrong fituation.* Alarmed at this formidable 
appearance and fpirited attivity of Vortimer, the Saxons applied 
to the Pitts and Scots to join in alliance againft the common 
enemy. 1 Thefe people readily agreed to the invitation j and with 
the Saxons already Rationed in thole parts, formed a confiderabla 
force in the north. In the mean time, that a junttion might 
not be formed of the two armies, Vortimer fuddenly attacked the 
Saxons on their own ground in Kent, under the command of 

• Gmirthefyr Frndigaul. Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p.184. Vcrflegan, cap.V. p. j 28. 

Fabian’s Chron. p. 73. Matth. Weitm. p. 118. 

4 Berkeley’s Naval Hilt. p. 49. 

1 Bede, lib. I. cap. XV. p. 53. Polidorc Virgil, lib. III. p. 57. Ran. Higdon, 
lib. V. p. 2 22 . 
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Hengift and Ilorfa. This battle was fought at Ailsford, and 
difputcd with great obftinacy, but was at length decided in favour 
of the Britons.' Amidft the daughter of the day, Horfa, and 
Cartigcrn * the younger brother of Vortimer, fell by each other’s 
fword.* The Britons, little accuftomed to the fmiles of fortune, 
were animated by this vidtory to purfue their fuccefs; and in 
icvcral battles which followed, they feem in general to have had 
the advantage. 1 The laft adtion is faid to have been fo decifive, 
tliat the Saxons were forced to retreat into the ifland of Thanet. 4 
The fame good fortune like wife, favoured their arms in the north, 
againft the combined forces of the Piets, and the Saxons under 
Odla. 5 Difpirited by fo many defeats upon land, Hengift, chang¬ 
ing his plan of operation, determined that the difpute fliould be 
decided at fea; and as foon as his fliips were manned with the 
choiceft of his foldiers, he failed in purfuit of the Britifh fleet. 
Vortimer, equal to every emergency, and whofe adlivity and 
valour had infufed a fpirit into his foldiers, was prepared to re¬ 
ceive him, though inferior to the Saxon prince in the number 
and fize of his veffels. In this adtion, contending for the fate of 
Britain on its proper clement, Vortimer gained the advantage, 
took feveral of the enemy’s fliips, and entirely difperfed their 
fleet. 6 Purfuing his good fortune, he renewed his attacks upon 
land, and drove the Saxons into the ifland of Thanet j and at 

* Matth. Weftm. p. 11.9. Vcrftegan, chap. V. p.129. Cyndeyrn. 

» Fabian, p. 75. * Ranulph Higden, lib. V. p. 323. Gale’s Scrip tores. 

4 Fabian, p. 76. Verftegan, chap. V. p. 129. 

* Berkeley’s Naval Hift. Eng. p. 49. 6 Ibid. 
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length objiged Hengift with his troops, who on this occafion de- 
ferted their women and children, to retire into Germany, in 
order to procure farther fupplies.* After this event, the t Britifh 
prince collected his fleet, which had been difperfed in the late 
a&ionj and his army was foon reinforced by numbers who crouded 
to his ftandard on account of his brilliant fuccefs.* 

The profperity, which had juft begun to dawn upon Britain, 
was foon clouded by the refentment and ambition of a woman. 
Since the dilgrace of Vortigern, that monarch had been im- 
prifoned in the city of Chefter ;* and during his confinement 
had behaved with general propriety, having given his fon wife 
and faithful codnfels, and having paid him a reipe&ful obedience. 
This decent or politic conduct, and the recollection of the great 
qualities which he really pofleffed, or perhaps the natural fickle- 
nefs of the people, formed a party in his favour, and drew him 
out of that general odium in which he had been for feme time 
immerfed. 1 

In this ftate of affairs, Rowenna, incited by revenge, and 
anxious to regain the dignity file had loft, meditated the murder 
of Vortimer. For this purpofe, fhe engaged in her fervice by 
the promifes of a great reward a young man, who, dilguifed in 
the habit of a gardener, it is faid, appeared before the king 

* Grafton’s Chr. p.89. Verflegan, chap. V. p. 129. Matth. Weftm. Flore* 
Hilt. p. jig. * Berkeley’s Naval Hift. p. 49. 

* Cacr LUon ar Ddyfnhvy. J Fabian, p. 76. 
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one morning, while taking the air in his garden j and prefented 
him with a nofegay of flowers, which was fprinkled with poifon.* 
As foon as the king was fenfible of its effe&s, and that his death 
was inevitable, he called into his prefence the Britifh nobility j 
exhorted them to a manly defence of their country j and re¬ 
quired, that after his death they fliould ered a fepulchre on the 
fca fhore, and fix it in the port where the Saxons ufually landed , l 
deluded by the vain imagination, that the image and relics of a 
dead warrior, would infufe the fame terror, which he himfelf had 
infpired when alive. The Britifh nobles, however, not adopting 
the idle delufion of their matter, or, what is more probable, negli¬ 
gent of his commands, interred him in London.* 1 

The levity, which we have frequently noticed as a natural de- 
fed in the Britifh charader, appears at this jundure to have 
influenced the national council. For in that aflembly, by an 
unaccountable caprice, Vortigern was re-eleded to the fovereigu 
dignity; 4 the fame man who a few years before had been folemnly 
depofed from tire throne, as a traitor to his country. 

Thus far the machinations of Rowenna had fucceeded to her 
wifhes. She had at length attained to her former grandeur by 

1 Evans’s Mirrour> p. 106, from an old Manufcript. Verftegan, chap. V. p. 129,. 
Fabian, p. 76. Matth. Weftrn. p. 120. Flores Hiftoriarum. Thefc writers all agree 
that he was poifoned. * Geoff. Monmouth,.p. 19a. 

* Catr LuM . % Matth. Weftrn. p. 120. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 19a. 

* Fabian, p. 76. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 193, Gale’s Script. Polychron. R. Hig» 
*n, p. asa. Verftegan, chap.V, p. 229. 
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wading through the blood of her fon-in-law j and what is but 
too probable, with the connivance of her infatuated hulband. 
For this prince, at the inftigation of his wife, fent intelligence of 
the late events into Germany, and defired that Hengift her father 
would come into Britain, privately, and with a fmall train; left, if 
he came over with a larger force, he fhould be oppofed by the 
united power of the Britons.* When Hengift acquainted his 
followers with tliis intelligence, and propofed to them the con- 
queft of Britain, they exprefled great reluctance to the enterprize, 
on account of its uncertainty and danger } as they had found 
by experience, that the Britons were brave when properly roufed 
and led into aCtion. Hengift had the addrefs to remove thele 
impreftions, and to raife the hopes of his countrymen i by telling 
them, that though the Britons were brave, they were neverthelefs 
inferior to themfelves in policy, and in thq ftratagems of war. 1 

Thus allured by the flattering aflurances of Hengift, four 
thoufand Saxons embarked under his command.* When the 
Saxons approached the Britifti coaft, they found that the inha¬ 
bitants, under the command of Vortigcrn, appeared fully deter¬ 
mined to oppofe their landing.* Intelligence of this being pri¬ 
vately fent by Rowenna to her father, the Saxon prince had re- 
courfe to an expedient fuggefted by his wily and fertile imagina¬ 
tion j. as well as from a knowledge of the people, with whom he 

1 Matth. Weftm. p. 120. * Evans’s Mirrour, p. 107. 

* Matth. Weftm. p. 120. Verftcgan, cap. V. p. 129. 

4 Matth. Weftm. p. 12a.. Verftegan, cap. V. p. tj.o. 
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had to aft. In this artifice, the weaknefs or the treachery of 
Vortigern was employed. Hengill fent to allure that monarch, 
that his purpofer in coming into Britain was not to offer any 
violence to the kingdom ; but only to make a vigorous oppofi- 
tion again ft his fon Vortimer, whom he artfully pretended to be¬ 
lieve was yet alive." It was likewife propofed by Hengift, that 
an interview Ihould take place between them, and that each of 
the princes fhould meet at the place appointed, attended by the 
moft eminent of his train j* and in order to banilh every idea of 
hoftile intention, it was artfully fuggefted by the Saxon chief, 
that both parties fhould appear without their arms. The pro- 
pofal was agreed to by the king; the time of meeting was fixed 
for the May following; and the place appointed for the inter¬ 
view was probably at Stone-henge* upon Salifbury plains.' 

In the mean time, Hengift, having aflembled the leaders in 
his army, laid open to them his defign ; 4 that under the colour 
of meeting the Britons for the purpofes of peace, and of eftablifh- 
ing a lafting alliance, he intended to maffacre thofe chieftains 
who fhould attend Vortigern to the interview; 5 that by ftriking 
fo decifive a blow, he might cut the finews of future refiftance. 
At the fame time he gave orders, that his train who attended the 
caroufal, fhould carry knives concealed in their fleeves; that 
when the fignal was given, each of them fhould inftantly ftab 

* Matt. Weftm. p. 120. * Verftegan, cap. V. p. 130. * Cher Gawr. 

1 Mati Mawr. Matt. Weftm. p. 130.' Verflegan, chap. V. p. 130. 

4 Evans’s Mirrour, p. log. * Fabian, p. 77. 
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the perfon who fat upon his left hand j' and he doled this in¬ 
fernal command by requiring them to “ behave like men, and 
to (hew no mercy* to any perfon but to the king.” 

Notwithstanding the many proofs which the Saxons had 
given of their perfidy, the Britons, with a degree of credulity 
peculiar to themfelves, fell into the fnare, and came unarmed to 
the place appointed for the interview f where, by the contrivance 
of Hengift, they were placed with his train alternately at the 
tables, under the pretence of confidence, and of a friendly inter- 
courfe with each other.* When the feftivity was at the height, 
and probably in the unguarded moments of intoxication, Hengift 
gave the fignal which had been agreed on, Hem cvwr /taxes , or 
take your feaxes. At that inftant every Saxon drew out his knife, 
and plunged it into the bofom of the perfon who fat next to him. a. d. 
Above three hundred of the Britifii nobility, tilt moft eminent for 
their talents in the councilor in the field, perilhed in this bloody 
caroufal/ Vortigern was fpared in the general carnage, though 
detained a prifoner by Hengift j i * * * * 6 probably with no other defign 
than as a cover to a fubfequent aft of the Britifii king, which 
carries with it a ftrong appearance of bafenefs; for in order 


i Matt. Welhn. p.120. * Fabian, p. 77. 

J Matt. Wcftm. p. 120. * Evans’s Mirrour, p. 109. 

1 Matth. Weftin. p. 120. W. Malmfbury, lib. I. p. 9. Gale’s Script. R, Hidden, 

lib. V. p. 222. Verftcgan, ebap. V. p. 1 jo. Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 13. Thefe 

writers differ refpediing the number flain. 

6 Vcrflegan, chap. V, p. 13.x. W. Jlalmfbury, lib. I. p. 10. R. Higden, lib. V. 
p. 223. Fabian, p. 77. 
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to obtain his liberty, he made an aflignment to the Saxon prince, 
of the prefent counties of Eflex, Suflex, and Middlefex, and 
alfo confirmed him in the poifeffion of his former territories.' 

The news of this maflacre, we may eafily fuppofe, lpread 
among the Britons the utmoft aftonilhment and horror; which 
•was probably heightened by a deep fufpicion of their iovereign 
having aCted a fecondary part, in a fcene fo cruel and perfidious. 
The evident partiality which Vortigern had (hewn to the Saxons,* 
and his general flagitious conduit,’ had by this time rendered 
him almofi: univerfaily detefted. 4 Covered with confufion and 
reproach, he withdrew into the wilds of Caernarvonlhirebut 
though that folitary defert might conceal him from his injured 
country, it could not proteCt him from the confcioufnefs of 
guilt, or of folly in the moft pernicious extreme. 

The Britons, having been deceived by the late appearance of 
.friendlhjp, and neglecting alfo to provide againft future contin¬ 
gencies, had difmifled thofe forces, which under Vortimer their 
late prince had gained fo many victories, and had nearly efta- 
blilhed their freedom. At this juncture, it is faid, they had only 
ieven thoufand men in arms who were fit for fervice j 4 which 
■was by no means a force equal to the'great power of the Saxons, 


•» Nennius, cap. XLVII, Rapin, vol. I. p. ji. * Polidore Virgil, lib. HI. p.jy. . 
1 Matth. Weftm. p. 128. 4 ibid. p. 111. 

* Henry Huntingdon, Ub. II. p 310. in Script, poll Bedam, 

6 Evans’s Mirrour, p. 110. 
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rendered now more fierce from a fenfe of their late barbarity. 
That event was only the prelude to a lcene of more extenfive 
miferyj for the Saxons, at this time, ravaged the whole country 
from the weftern to the eaftern fea.' In the courfe of their 
ravages, private dwellings and public edifices were levelled with 
the ground: the common people were put to death without 
mercy: even venerable prelates fliared the fame fate; and the 
priefts themfelves were flain at the altar, performing the facred 
duties of their office. 1 The bitter animofity, which ufually at¬ 
tends difference in religion, increafed the natural fierccnefs of a 
barbarous people. From this fccne of mifery, many of the Bri¬ 
tons having fled for Ihelter into the mountains or woods, were 
purfued by the enemy and flain; others retired into foreign 
countries, probably to Armorica their ufual afylum in diftrefs; 
and numbers of them, driven to the laft extreme of wretchednefs, 
gave themfelves up to flavery.' 

Vortigern having delated, or what is more probable, having 
been depofed from the throne j the Britons turned their eyes to 
Ambrofius, 4 of the houfe of Cornwall, and the brother of Con- 
ftans their late fovereign ; who had been murdered by Vortigern. 
This prince, and his brother Uthur Pendragon, had retired from 
the tyranny of that ufurper, to their uncle the king of Armorica. 5 
By the affiftance of that prince, Aurelius Ambrofius, with his 

1 Bede, lib. I. cap. XV. p. 53. * Gildas, p. 8. 

3 Gildas, p. 8. Bede, lib. I. cap. XV, p. 53. 

‘ Gildas, p. 9. Bede, lib. I. cap. XVI. p. 53. s Matth. Wcfttn. p. 113- 
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brother, landed in Britain at the head of a large body of forces, 
and was inftantly railed to the throne. * This prince, influenced 
by motives of a private and of a public nature, detefling Vorti- 
gern as the murderer of his brother, and as a traitor to his 
country, and afraid of the cabals * of a powerful party in his 
favour, determined in his firft enterprize, to free himfelf from a 
dangerous rival. By a rapid movement, he came fo fuddenly 
upon Vortigern, that the Britilh king had fcarcely time to fly 
to his retreat in North Wales. To this place he was purfued 
by Ambrofius, and his caftle* inverted j. which was burned to 
the ground, either by accident, or by the means employed in the 
liege . 1 * * 4 And here, in his old age, and after a turbulent reign of 
thirty-three years,, he periflied in the flames 4* together with all 
his women, one of whom it is laid was his own daughter, 5 who 
lived with him in a ftate of inceft. 6 The odium which purfued 
the memory of Vortigern, mingling with the fuperrtition of the 
age, hath imputed his death to the immediate interpofition of 
heaven. 

In the mean time, many of thofe Britons who inhabited the 
country poffeffed by Hengift, in abhorrence of the cruel and 


1 JHatth. Weftm. p. 128. Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 184. * Fabian, p. 72. 

* Cafiell Gwrtbcyrnion , on the river Wye in Ariuyflly . 

* Matth. Weftm. p. 329. GeofFry Monmouth, p. 231. 

* Nennius, cap. XLVIII. Verftegan, cap. V. p. 132. 

J Nennius, cap. XXXVIII. 

1 Fabian, p. 79. This prince had by his firft wife three fons, Vortimer, Catigem, 
tad Pafcen j and he had one fon named Fauftus, it is laid, by his own daughter. 
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perfidious fcene he had lately a£led at Stone-hengc, fled into 
other provinces; and by their defertion left his territories in a great 
meafure without people or cultivation.' To remedy this evil, 
and to oppofe the popular adminiftration and fpirited conduct of 
Ambrofius, Hengift invited over a frefh body of Saxons; offer¬ 
ing them a part of his dominions for their refidence. In confe- 
quence of this offer, a chieftain, named Ella, arrived with a body 
of forces, and landed on the coaft of Suffex; and after a conteft 
of feveral years, eftablifhed his followers in that country. The 
name of Suflex was given to this territory, on account of its being 
the refidence of the fouth Saxons.’ ( This fiipply having given 
liability to his new dominions, Hengift planted a colony to the 
eaft of his own fettlement in Kent, which took the name of 
Effex from the eaft Saxons j he likewife placed another in that 
diftrict which lies between Suffex and Effex, and which was from 
thence called Middlefex, or the middle Saxons. 5 


The death of his rival feated Ambrofius more firmly on the 
throne. So very popular was the name of this prince in Britain, 
that numbers crouded to fight under his ftandard. 4 The Britons 
of Cambria likewife united in the common caufe, and joined his 
army.* With this force he marched againft the Saxons in the 
country beyond the Humber, and entirely defeated them. Hen- 


a. n. 

81. 


» Rapin Hilt. Eng. vol. I. p- 35. 

1 Gale’s Scriptores.- Ran. Higdcn, lib. V. p.224. Matt. Wcftin. p. 130. Henry 
Huntingdon, lib. If. p. 311. Script, poll Bedam. Saxon Chr. p. 14. 

J Rapin, vol. I. p. 35. + Matt. Weftm. p. 128. 5 Evans’s Mirrour, p. 116. 
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gift their leader was taken prifoner. The Saxon prince being 
brought into the prefence of Ambrofius, was inftantly beheaded," 
as an aft of juftice which was due to his defolated country, and 
to the maffacre at Stone-henge; the army likewife threw a heap” 
of ftones over his grave, as a memorial of his infamy, and as 
a monument of their indignation. 1 The Britifh prince then laid 
ficgc to the city of York; in which place, Ofta the fon of Hen- 
gift, and Efca his brother had taken refuge; but thefe leaders 
were foon obliged to furrender, upon condition, that they and 
the Saxon foldicrs fliould retire into the country near Scotland.' 
After this event, Ambrofius tyrned his arms againft Ella the king 
of the South Saxons; over whofc forces, it appears, that at firft 
he gained fomc advantage. 4 He then recovered London, Win- 
cheftcr, and Salifbury; 5 all.which cities had been feized by tho 
Saxons after the maflacre at Stone-henge. 6 

On the difgrace or the death of Vortigern, his third fon 
named Pafcen, retired into Germany; with a view to induce the 
Saxons to fupport his claim upon the crown, and to join the' 
common caufe in the conqueft of Britain. Having had the addrefs 
to procure a body of troops, he landed upon the coaft of Scot¬ 
land, to join the Saxons who had lately been permitted by Am¬ 
brofius to fettle in that country. 7 This prince, receiving intelli- 

* Matt. Wcftm. p.131, 132. Ran. Higdcn, lib. V. p, 223. Gale’s Script. 

* Geoff. Monmouth, p. 240. Sammes’s Ant. Brit. p. 474. 

3 Matt. Wcftm. p. 132. ♦ Matt. Wcftm. p. 134. 

1 Geoff. Monmouth, cap. IX. p. 243. 6 Matt. Weft, p, 120. 1 Ibid. p. 133. 
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gence of the invafion, inftantly marched to oppofe the fon of 
Vortigern, whofe army he entirely routed. On this defeat, 
Pafcen failed over into Ireland, to procure afliftance from a king 
of that country; by this prince he was cordially received, and 
fupplied with a body of feven thoufand men. With this rein¬ 
forcement he landed at Milford Haven,* and from thence ravaged 
the city of St. David' in the prefent county of Pembroke, and all 
the country around it. 

At this time, Ambrofius lay Tick in the city of Wincheftcr. -f- * 
The news of his ficknefs being brought to Pafcen, he deter¬ 
mined to derive fome advantage from fo favourable an incident, 
and inftantly fuggefted the defign of murdering the king. There 
was at that time in his train a Saxon, named Eppa, who was 
an artful perfon, and of great addrefs j he had likewife fome 
knowledge of the Britilh language, and was acquainted with, 
phyfic. This man was chofen as a proper inftrument for his 
purpofe j and, that he might more eafily gain accefs to the king, 
appeared in the characters of a prieft and a phyfician.’ Under 
favour of this difguife, Eppa was introduced into the palace of 
Ambrofius, and had the addrefs to preferibe a medicine for that 
prince in quality of phyfician, in which he had taken care 
privately to mix poifon. 4 Ambrofius being dead, in confcquence 

Aberdaugleddau . * Matt. Wcltm. p. 13 5. Fabian, p. 81. f CaerWent. 

1 Geoff. Monmouth, p. 252. 

J Matt. Wcfttn. p. 13$. Ran. Higdcn, lib.V. p. 323. * Gale’s Scriptorcs. Geoff. 
Monmouth, p. 353. 4 Gcoffry Monmouth, p. 253. Fabian, p, 82. 
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of the poifonous medicine he had taken, the traitor inflantly 
made his efcape.' This gallant prince was interred in the convent 
of Ambrius,* fuppofed to be on Salifbury plains. 1 

About this period Cerdic a Saxon chieftain, with his fon 
Cenric, landed in Britain; and at length founded the kingdom of 
Weflex, or the WcB: Saxons.’ 

On the death of Ambrofius, his brother Uthur Pendragon 
was defied to the fovereign dignity. 4 

On the acceflion of this prince, the Saxons having gathered 
strength, had again recourfe to arms; and deftroying all the 
fortified places from Scotland to the city of York, they at length 
laid fiege to Caer-Ar>Clwyd, s the capital of the Strath-Clyde 
kingdom. Uthur Pendragon marched to the relief of that place, 
where a battle enfued; which after a doubtful conflict, ended 
in favour of the Britons. 6 In this aflion, the Saxon leaders 
Efca and Cofa, the fon and coufin of Hengift, were taken pri- 
foners, 7 and confined in London: but thefe chiefs did not 
remain long in captivity; for having corrupted their guards, they 
efcaped out of prifon, and paffed over into Germany; whence 

* G.Monmouth, p. 253. * The prefent Amelbury. 1 G. Monmouth, p. 274, 

3 Saxon Chron. p. 15. Henry Huntingdon, lib. II. p. 313. Script, poll Bedam. 

Ran. Higden, lib. V. p. 224. 

* Polidore Virgil, lib. III. p. 58. Matt. Weftin. p. 136. Vcrllegan, chap. V. p. 

132. Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 185. S The prefent Dunbarton. 

6 Matt. Weft. p. 136. 3 Ibid. 
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they returned into Britain with a frefli fupply of fbldiers. The 
two Saxon generals tried the fortune of war, once more, with 
Uthur, in a bloody and well difputed aftion at Verulam.' On 
that day, which again might have given a decifive iflue to their 
fortunes, the Britons obtained a compleat victory; and the 
two leaders Efka and Odta, were flain amidft the general {laugh¬ 
ter of the Saxons. During the a&ion, Uthur being indifpofed, 
was carried ia a litter through the ranks, to encourage the army 
by his prefence. This event was immediately followed by the 
fiege of Verulam, and after a bloody refinance, that city was 
taken by the king of Britain.* At length, after a reign of 
feventeen years of fervice and of glory, Uthur Pendragon ended 
his days by poifon. His death happened at Verulam, and after 
the viftory he had obtained there. His indifpofition having in- 
creafed, it had been his cuftom every day to drink water out of 
a certain fountain at a little diftance from that city, into which 
fome of the Saxons, fuborned for that purpofe, had contrived 
to infufe poifon.’ The body of this Britilh king was carried to 
the convent of Ambrius, and was interred there, near to the 
grave of his brother Ambrofius. 

The recital of the extraordinary manner in which thefe princes 
have ended their days, may poffibly be attended with the charge 
of credulity, or of affetting to enliven the fubjeft, by exhibiting 
pictures of whatever is ftriking or uncommon. In extenuation 

* Matt. Weft. p. 138. * Ibid, p.139. * Ibid. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 273. 

* Geoff. Monmouth, p. 274, 
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of this charge it is replied, that the fa£ts have been taken from 
ancient writers, and are confident with the manners of that 
barbarous age; and that fuch afts of violence were certainly 
frequent in the more enlightened period of the fixteenth century; 
at which time, it is well known, that the art of poifoning had 
attained a high degree of refinement. 

At this period, Maelgwyn, the eldeft fon of Cafwallon-law- 
hir, reigned in that diftricl which afterwards formed the princi¬ 
pality of North Wales; and like his father had a pre-eminency 
over the other fovereigns of Cambria. 1 This prince was nephew 
to king Arthur* by the fifter of that monarch, and had received 
a liberal education under the care of the celebrated Iltutus; 5 
and whatever were the vices which juftly ftained his character, 
he was eminent for ftature, valour, and other talents for com¬ 
mand; which naturally raifed men, in times like thefe, into 
diftin£tion and power. 4 Maelgwyn was a formidable enemy to 
the Saxons, by his abilities, and by the ftrenuous oppafition he 
made again# that people: he likewife conquered the iiland of Man, 
and the Hebrides, 5 and in confequence of this was {tiled Draco 
Infularis. This prince ufually refilled at Diganwy in Caernarvon¬ 
shire, 6 During this period, the naval power, not only of Bri¬ 
tain but alfo of Cambria, appears to have been an objefl of 

« Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 185. 

* Langhorne’s Chron. Reg. Angl. p. 90; 

> One of the primitive fathers of the Cambrian church. 

* Ranulph Iiigden. Gale’s Script, lib. V. p. 22$. 
j Rowland’s Mon. Ant. 147, 148. 4 Ibid. 
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attention, and to have been eftablilhed in fome degree on a re- 
fpettable footing.' 


On the death of Uthur Pendragon, his fon Arthur Was defied 
to the Britifli throne.* Diverted of thofe illufions, that fancy 
or affeftion has raifed, and which have ever attended the memory 
of this prince; there ftill remain concentred in his character 
thofe qualities which form a great warrior, and the milder virtues 
which conftitute whatever is amiable and good. 


A. D. 
S' 7 * 


After the ceremony of Arthur’s coronation was performed 
at Caer Lleon upon Ulk ’ in Monmouthftiire, he marched againft 
the Saxons in the north; and meeting with Colgrin, a Saxon 
prince, on the banks of the river Douglas, a battle enfued; in 
which the latter was defeated. Apprized of a meditated attack 
on his camp, in the following night, by Pandulph the brother of 
Colgrin; Arthur fent a body of forces to intercept the enemy, 
many of whom were flain, and the remainder put to flight. The 
Britifli king, then, laid liege to York; but being informed that 
a large body of Saxons under the command of Cerdic had landed 
in Scotland, he raifed the fiege, and retreated to London. 1 2 * 4 


1 Sclden’s Marc Claufum, lib. II. cap. IX. p. 1310. 

2 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 183. Vcrftcgan, c. V. p. 132. 

? Cacr Lleon ar Ifyfg , or the city of Legions upon the river Ulkc. Humfrcy 
Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 82. 

+ Langhornc’s Ch. Ang. p. 60. Matt. Weft, p. 139, 140. 


K 


Bv 



66 


REVIEW OF ANCIENT 


Book II. 


Bv virtue of his authority as fovereign or chief ruler of the 
kingdom, Arthur demanded the alii franco of Caron king of Scot¬ 
land, ot Maelgwyn the fovereign of North Wales, of Meyric 
prince of South Wales, and of Cador the duke of Cornwall.' He 
likewife, by advice of his council, defired the immediate fupport 
A. D. of his nephew Hovvel, the king of Armorica.* The Britons had 

q . Q 

uniformly experienced from that country the moft friendly affift- 
ancej and Ilowel, it is faid, brought fifteen thoufand men to 
the aid of his uncled 

Thus frrongly reinforced, the Britifh prince marched towards 
Lincoln ■, where meeting with the enemy, a battle enfued; in 
which the Saxons were defeated with the lofs of fix thoufand 
men. The remainder flying into Scotland, took refuge in a 
wood; but were foon obliged to furrendcr to Arthur, on the con¬ 
ditions of giving hoftages, of yielding up all their effects and 
fpoils, and of retiring into their own country. 4 

Repenting of their late fubmiffion, thofe Saxons who had 
juft before been defeated in Scotland, returned with an increafed 
ftrength into Britain j and having formed a junction with Cer- 
dic, and the different bodies under the command of Pafcen and 
Eppa, invefted Bathin hopes that the Britons, to preferve a 

’ Evans’s. Mirrour, p.127, 128. from an old Wcllh MS. 

G. Monmouth, p. 279. J Matth. Weft. p. 140. 4 Ibid. Langhornc, p. 61. 

5 Called by Ptolemy, Aquae Calidoe, or hot water; by Antoninus, Aqua: Solis, or 
water of the fun; by the Britons, Caer Badon ; and by the Saxons, Bathe ; faid to 
be built by king Bladud, a Britilli prince. Humfrcy Lhtiyd, p. 19. Evans, p. tai. 
Matt. Wettra. p.141, 
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place of fuch importance, would attempt to raife the fiege, and 
of confequence bring on a battle. In this expectation they were 
not deceived, as Arthur determined to run every hazard rather 
than to fuffer that place to be taken. 


Tjic critical nature of tltt, tluivo nut admitting of ct.4ay. [jg 

fent fummonfes to the North, to Oxford,' London, Cornwall, 
and into Wales j with orders to the different chiefs to exert them- 
felves in this dangerous fituation of their country.* His fum- 
mons was inftantly obeyed by a chieftain of North Wales, of 
the name of Nathan Llwyd ; and who joined him with a body 
of five thoufand men. 3 Having affembled his forces, king Ar¬ 
thur advanced to meet the enemy near Bath. The aCtion on 
the firft day between the two parties was obftinately difputed, 
great numbers on each fide being flam} and though Arthur 
exerted his ufual bravery and military talents, neither the Saxons 
nor Britons obtained any advantage/ Both armies kept the field, 
waiting for the return of day to renew the fight. The Saxons, 
during the night, had ported themfelves upon a riling ground 
called Bannefdown, a fituation of great importance, though it 
had been negleCled by both armies the day before. Arthur per¬ 
ceiving his error, on the return of light, and the advantage of 
fuch a port, determined to diflodge them; which he accom- 


* Called by the Britons Rhyd-Ychen, or the ford of Oxen; by the Saxons, 
Oxenford. See Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 24. 

* Evans’s Mirrour, p. 120. 1 Ibid. p. 121. 

* Matt. Wcftm. p.141. Langhorni Chr. Reg, Angl. p. 61. 

K 2 


plifhed 



68 


REVIEW OF ANCIENT 


Book II. 


plifhed after a very long and bloody refiftance. Animated by 
the daring fpirit of their prince, who ruffled fword in hand 
amidft the ranks of the enemy, exhibiting aftonilfling proofs of 
valour and prowefs, the Britons made a furious afl'ault upon the 
Saxons; and perceiving fome diforder as they retreated down the 

Kill, puflieil tlicm Wlltl ltlll moic Vigour, and in tk« end en 

A. i). tirely defeated them.’ In this day’s aftion, two Saxon chiefs, 
520 ' Colgrin and Pandulph, were flain. Ccrdic retreated with the 
remains of his army to the ifland of Thanet, to which place he 
was purfued by Cador duke of Cornwall. 1 

An incident happened, at this time, which gave the Saxons 
leifure to breathe, and probably faved them from ruin. This 
event was produced by a diverfion made in the north, by the 
Pifts in alliance with the Saxons. Thefe people knowing that 
Arthur was at a diftance, and that his nephew Howel the king of 
Armorica lay tick at Caer-ar-Clwyd, 5 a town Handing on the 
river Clyde; took advantage of thefe favourable incidents, and 
laid fiege to that place concluding that they fliould take it be¬ 
fore any relief could be given. The aftivity and rapid' move¬ 
ments of Arthur difappointed their views. Forfaking the ad¬ 
vantage which might have arifen by purfuing his late fuccefs j in 
the true fpirit of chivalry, he flew to the afliftance of his nephew, 
and raifed the fiege. In refentment of this aft of hoftility in 
the Pifts, which had wrefted from him the fruits of his viftory, 

* Matt. Wcftin. p.141. I,anghorni, Chr. Angl. p. 6a. 
x Ibid. p. 141. J Dun Barton. 
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Arthur laid wafte their country; and it was only preferved from, 
meditated ruin by the interceflion of the Scottilh bifliops.- 1 

The late victories having for the prefent fecured the public 
peace, Howel the king of Armorica returned into his own 
kingdom.* 

After the defeat of Cerdic, this prince had remained quiet 
in his own dominions, expelling a fupply from Germany.* On 
the arrival of this reinforcement, he ravaged the Britifh terri¬ 
tories j and Arthur, though weakened by the numerous battles he 
had fought, endeavoured by every means in his power to repel 
fo formidable an enemy* The fortune of the war remained 
iome time uncertain; but Cerdic having at length gained a com- 
pleat vidlory, the Britons were thrown into defpair of being ever 
able to fubdue the Saxons. Under.the influence of this impreflion, 
and fearing left he ftiould wear out the ftrength of his remaining 
troops by continuing the war, Arthur found it neceHary to ne¬ 
gotiate with Cerdic i and to cede to him a part of his dominions, 
rather than to hazard the whole upon the iflue of arms. Inconfe- 
quence of this negotiation, a peace was concluded, by the furren- 
der of the counties of Hants and Somerfct. The Saxon prince,, 
fatigued with the toils of a long war, and defirous of repofe,, 


« Langhorni C'hr. Angl. p. 63. Matth. Weft, p.141. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 2S8. 

1 Rapin’s Hift. Eng. vol. I. p. 37. 

3 Ranulph Iligdcn. lib. V. p, 223. Langhorni, Chron. Angl. Reg. p. C8. 

readily 



7o 


A. D. 
5 * 7 - 


A. D. 

517. 


REVIEW OF ANCIENT Book II. 

readily agreed to the terms; and at this time founded the king¬ 
dom of Weflex, or of the Weft Saxons.’ 

At this period, the Angles arrived on the eaftem coaft of Bri¬ 
tain } and in the courfe of time and flow progrefs of conqueft, 
forced the natives to abandon that country; on which thefc 
people fettled, and founded the fifth kingdom by the name of 
the Eaft Angles. 1 

The peace of Armorica having been difturbed by an infur- 
reftion in that ftate, Howel fcnt into Britain to folicit afliftance; 
and the martial fpirit of Arthur being unemployed at this time, 
he repaired in perfon to the relief of his nephew; and reftored 
the quiet of that country by flaying with his own hands the leader 
of the rebellion.’ Cerdic, taking advantage of the abfence of 
king Arthur, and encouraged by the arrival of the Angles, broke 
the peace he had lately concluded; and being fecondcd by the 
valour of his fon Cenric, he extended his conquefts, by gaining 
a fignal victory over the Britons at Cerdic-leah, fuppofed to be in 
Buckingham (hire. 4 In this feafon of danger, Arthur returned 
from the continent; and his prefence compofed, in fome meafure, 
the difordered ftate of his kingdom.’ 


> Fabian, p. 94. Langhorni, Chr. Ang. Reg. p. 69. Ranulph Higdcn, lib. V. 
p. 1 23. Gale’s Script. 

1 Langhorni, Chr. Reg. Ang. p. 73. Matt. Weft, p.142. * Langhorni, p. 74. 

* Saxon Chron. p. 18. 5 Langhorni, Chr. Reg. Angl. p. 74. 
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T he king of Armorica, being fearful of an invafion from the 
Vijigoths , once more defired the affiftancc of Arthur; and that 
prince, deferring the patriotifm which had in general direfted 
his conduct, left his own country in this perilous fituation, to 
give afliftance to his kinfman. He appointed, during his abfencc, 
his nephew Mordred* regent of the kingdom, and entrufted to 
his care Gueniver-f his wife.' He had fcarcely left his domi¬ 
nions, when Cerdic, again taking advantage of his abfence, re¬ 
duced the Ifle of Wight. 1 But a blow more fatal to his interefts 
and his feelings immediately followed. The regent, being capti¬ 
vated with the beauty of the Britifh queen, and regardlcfs of the 
duties which he owed to honour and to gratitude, had a criminal 
intercourfe with that princcfs, and afterwards publicly married 
her.’ There are crimes of fuch a nature, as to urge men, on 
the principle of felf-prefervation, to plunge Bill deeper in guilt. 
In fuch a fituation was the regent, who had no other means of 
avoiding the juft vengeance of Arthur, than by accomplifhing 
his ruin. The more eftcdtually to promote this defign, he entered 
into an alliance with Cerdic; and to engage him more ftrongly 
in his interefts, he ceded to him the dutchy of Cornwall, with 
the counties of Suflex and Surry, of Berks, Wilts, Devon, and 
Dorfet.* Supported by fuch a powerful alliance, Mordred was 
immediately crowned at London. 5 


* Meddrauud. f Gwminuyfar .. * Langhorni, Chr. Reg. Angl. p. 78. 

1 Saxon Chron. p. 18. 

* Langliorni, Chron. Reg. Angl. p. 78. Mattb. Wefim. p. 144. 
k Langhorni, p. 79. 5 ibid. Matt. Weft. p. 144. Fabian, p.94. 
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After a ftay of five years in Armorica, Arthur returned into 
Britain. 1 The conduct of that prince, wafting in romantic enter- 
prizes fuch an interefting period, was fo oppofite to the dilates 
of natural feelings and of policy, that fober rcfle&ion is inclined 
to rejc£l it as a legendary fable. Indeed a judicious recital of 
events in thefe ages is peculiarly difficult; direfred, or rather 
bewildered in his way by the glimmering of imperfeft and partial 
records, the hiftorian can only judge of the reality of incidents, 
by what is probable and confiftent. 

On the return of Arthur into Britain, he was joined by many 
officers and foldiers, in confideration of the renown and eftcem 
which he had acquired. With this fmall body of troops, he had 
to contend with the Saxons, the regent Mordred, and with the 
Pifts, who had lately joined in the alliance.* However unequal 
the conteft in point of numbers, that deficiency was balanced by 
the abilities of Arthur; who by the refources of his genius was 
enabled, with great advantage, to carry on the war feven years; 
until at length, purfuing his enemies from one place to another, 
he drove them into Cornwall; and a battle enfued at Camlan,* 
between the two rivals, which decided the fortune of the war. 4 
This aflion proved fatal to the Britons, as their beft foldiers in 
both armies were flain; 5 and the two princes, engaging with great 
fury, perifhed by each other’s fword. The traitor Mordred im- 

* Langhorni, Chr. Reg. Angl. p. 82. M. Weft. p. 144. 1 Langhorni, p. 82. 

J Camden’s Brit. p. 194. Holland’s tranflation. 

Langhorni, Chr. Reg. Ang. p. 82—88. 5 Ibid. 
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mediately fell by the hand of Arthur.’ The latter prince, forely 
wounded, was carried to Glaftonbury Abbey •* and after linger¬ 
ing a few days, died, and was interred the* with Gueniver¬ 
bis fecond and beft beloved wife.* Thus fell by the hand of 
treafon, full of days and of glory, the renowned Arthur. Such 
was the veneration in which this celebrated warrior was held by 
the Britons, that for many ages they could not be perfuaded he 
was dead, but fondly expe&ed his return from foreign countries 
to reinitiate the Britilh empire. 

During the late reigns, the ancient Britons had attained to the 
meridian of their glory ; but the period afligned for the clofe of 
their empire drew nigh, though the beams which brightened its 
decline lingered for a time in the weftj until gradually receding 
from the fight, not a Angle ray remained upon the horizon. 

The death of Arthur decided the fate of Britain. The fplcn- 
dour which had diftinguifiied the late sera, deriving its luftre 
from the virtue of a few individuals, became clouded by oppofite 
qualities in the princes of the fucceeding period. Before Arthur 
expired, he appointed his nephew Conftantinc, the fon of Cador 
duke of Cornwall, to fucceed him in his dignity but this eleva¬ 
tion could only extend to his hereditary dominions, as the fovc- 


> Langhorni, p. 82—88. Ynys Afallon , or Ynyt Ifydrin. 

1 Langhorni, p. 88. J De Antiq. Glaftonb. p. 306. Gale’s Script. 

* Ranulph Higdcn. Gale’s Script, p. 225. Langhorni, p. 86. Matth. Weflm. 
p. 14$. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 358. 
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reign ty of Britain was purely ele&ive.' However he was called to 
that dignity by the voice of the people. 4 During his reign, the 
Saxons, having ef fed the caufe of the fons of Mordred the late 
regent, with a view no doubt of fomenting divisions ; thofe two 
princes, after bloody wars with Conftantine, and with various 
fuccefs, were obliged to give up the conteft. One of thefe un¬ 
fortunate youths having fled for fan&uary into the church of 
St. Amphibalus in Winchefter, was there cruelly murdered by 
the Britifh king; and the other, taking refuge in a convent in 
London, was niaflacred at the altar, a little time after, by the fame 
prince.’ At length, this king, being harrailed by the Saxons* 
retired to his hereditary dominions of Cornwall; + and, ftruck 
with remorfe for the late murders, or finking into the fuper- 
ftition of the age, he renounced the world, and engaged in a 
religious life. 1 This prince was the laft king of Britain of the 
Cornwall family. 6 

Encouraged by the death of Arthur, and the difmay of the 
Britons in confequence of that event, a large body of Saxons 
under the command of Ida landed in Yorkfhire; and with the 
confent of their countrymen who were already fettled there, 
founded the kingdom of Northumberland. 7 

* Langhorni, p. ioi. Rowland, p. 171. Verftegan, chap. V. p.132. 

* Rowland, p. 184. 

J Ran. Higden, p.«J. Gale’s Script. Langhorni, p. rot. Matth. Weflm. p. 145,. 
Geoff. Monmouth, p. 359. Gildas Epiilola, p. 10. 

4 Rowland, p. 146. * Ibid. p. 187. Langhorni,. p. 117. 

• Rowland* p. 170. 1 Saxon Annals, p. 19. 
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Maelgwyn the king of North Wales endowed, at this time, A * D - 

ss** 

the See of Bangor, with lands and franchifeshe likewife ereCted 
the town of that name j 1 and alfo built or paired Shrewfbury, 
and the caftle of Harlech. 1 It was at Bangor that this prince, 
flruck, as it is faid, with remorfe for the crimes of his paft life, 
refolved to devote himfelf to the aufterities of a cloifter j but he 
foon renounced that deiign, and returned to the affairs of go¬ 
vernment, and to his old habits of criminal pleasures.* 

At this period, when the Saxons had conquered a great part 
of Britain, and had made their approaches to the borders of 
Cambria, that country appears to have been divided into fix 
principalities. And in the prefent critical fituation of affairs, 
the people of thofe diftriCts aflembled at the mouth of the river 
Dyvi, and eleCted Maelgwyn *to the fovereign dignity. 5 The a. d. 

560. 

choice of the Britons, in fuch a dangerous crifis, reflects fome 
degree of honour on this prince j and feems to contradict the 
character given of him by Gildas, who has cenfured him in the 
true fpirit of monadic feverity. 

Upon the death of Maelgwyn, his fon Rhun fuccecdcd to the a. d. 
government of North Wales. 6 This prince had a long and s6 °’ 
bloody war with the Saxons of Northumberland; and on his 


Rowland, p.1S7. * Langhorni, p. 98. 5 J. Roffi, Ant. Wanv. p. 6$. 

Gildas Epiftola, p. n. Gale's Seriptorcs. Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 147. 
f Humfrcy Lhuyd’s Breviary, p.63. Verflegan, chap. V. p. 13*, 

6 Rowland's Mon. Ant. p. 187. 
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return into Wales, he gave great privileges to the inhabitants of 
Caernarvonlhire, as a recompence for having detained them fo long 
from their families on that northern expedition.’ This prince 
refided atCaerRhun, fituated upon the banks of the river Conway 

A. d. and at his death was fucceeded by his fon Beli. J 

S 86. 7 

At this period, arrived Crida with a numerous body of Saxons; 
and having forced the Britons beyond the Severn, he founded 
the kingdom of Mercia; the greateft and the laft principality of 
the Saxon heptarchy. 4 The eftablifliment of thefe feven king¬ 
doms narrowed the bounds of the Britiili dominions. Preffed 
on every fide by advancing enemies, and weakened by incelfant 
wars, the Britons were at length obliged to retire before the 
Saxon arms. But they retired indignant, and by flow degrees, 
to make another ftruggte for liberty amidft the mountains of 
Wales; a country which- had been formed by nature as the fuit- 
able retreat, and the laft afylum of freedom. 

Many Britons likewife retired into Cornwall and Armorica ; 
and the latter country, about this time, took the name of Bre- 
taigne,' on account of the great number of the refugees who 
had fettled in it. 

The native Britons being in a great meafure exterminated, or 
forced to fly into other countries, and the Saxons having carried 


4 Ibid. p. 148. 1 Ibid, p, ,87. 

* Verftegan, chap. V. p. 13a, 133, 


Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 164. 
* Matth. Weftm. p. 150. 
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on their conquefts with the fame deftruCtive fpirit which diftin- 
guilhed the other northern nations, the government of the con¬ 
querors, their laws, manners and language, with the names alio 
of many of their cities, villages, rivers and woods,’ were of con- 
fequence introduced into Britain j and became fo perfectly efta- 
blilhed, that almoft the remembrance of ancient inftitutions 
was loll. 

In reflecting on the many caufcs which have contributed to 
the decline of the ancient Britilh empire, one will perhaps occur 
which may be thought more Itriking than the reft. This defect 
in the national character of the Britons, was an almoft uniform 
negligence in eftablilhing a naval power j although experience, 
and a maritime fituation, pointed out its expediency; as the 
only effectual means of contending with the Saxons, and of 
counteracting their defigns. This mode of defence was lo obvious, 
that it might have ftruck the minds of any people, more rude 
than the Britons, who were lituated in an ifland, and expofed to 
continual invafions. 


1 Verftegau, chap. V, p. 133. 
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CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF THE WARS BETWEEN THE SAXONS 
AND WELSH, TO THE DEATH OF RODERIC THE GREAT. 

The Britilh empire being reduced to the narrow limits of 
Cambria, except the fmall territories of Cornwall and Strath¬ 
clyde, that country about this period took the name of Wales. 
The inhabitants, likewife, with their ancient fituation loft the 
title of Britons, and became diftinguiftied by the name of the 
Welfli. Pofiefled of the warlike fpirit which marked the Britilh 
character, they carried into their mountains that rooted in¬ 
veteracy againft the Saxons, which hereditary wars, heightened 
by every injury, would naturally excite. The fame feverity of 
fortune which diftinguifhed the ancient Britons, awaited the de¬ 
fendants of that brave people in their laft afylum ; as the con- 
queft of this barren domain became the objett of ambition, and 
policy, to the Saxon and Norman princes. 
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About this period, the province of Cymru, or Wales, appears a. d. 
to have been divided into fix principalities, and governed by fi> 
many Reguli j’ acknowledging, however, the fupremacy of the 
kings of North Wales. This region extended about two hun- 
dred miles in length, and one hundred in breadth -, l and was 
feparated from England* by the rivers Severn and Dee, and fur- 
rounded on every other fide by the Irifti lea. 1 The inhabitants 
in the Britilh language were denominated Cymry, and they called 
the Saxons Saefon, and their language Saefonaeg . + 

At this period Jago ap Beli reigned in North Wales, and A. D. 
founded the Deanry of Bangor. 5 His fon Cadvan foon after S99 ’ 
fucceeded to that dignity. 4 The early part of this prince’s reign a. d. 
was diftinguilhed by the battle of Chefter, 7 and by the memorable ° J * 
maffacre of the monks of Bangor. 

Edelfrid the king of Northumberland, having obtained an 
advantage over the northern Britons, turned his arms againft 
the Welfh; who were at that time in poffeflion of Chefter. On 
his arrival near that city, his army being drawn up in front of 
the enemy, he perceived a body of men without military appear- 

1 Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary of Britain, p. 63. 

* Ibid. p. 57. Verftegan, chap. I. p. 1. • Llocgr. 

» Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 50. * Ibid. p. 13,51. * Rowland, p. 187. 6 Ibid. p. 188. 

* Called by the Britons Caer-Lleon-ar-Ddyfrdwy, or the city of the legions upon 
she water of Dee; the Saxons called it Lcgan-Ceftre, and afterwards by abbreviation 
Chefter j it appears in Antoninus, that it was called in Latin Deva, from the river Dee. 

Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 27. 
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ance, who were Rationed in a place of fecurity. Struck with the 
novelty of the fight, he enquired into the caufe j and was told 
that they were monks from the monaftery of Bangor, who had 
come to offer up their prayers for the profperous event of the 
day. Enraged with an oppofition fo fingular in its nature, and 
ftimulatcd by hatred of a religion which threatened the deftruc- 
tion of Paganifm, Edelfrid ordered his army to aflault this de- 
fencelefs and pious troop, who had already failed and prayed for 
the fpace of three days. Twelve hundred of thefe unfortunate 
Religious were cut in pieces ; fifty only of the whole number 
prefent in the battle having efcaped the enemy’s fword. Broch- 
mael,* prince of Powys, having defeited their protection, had 
fled out of the field with his foldiers, on the firft advance of the 
Saxons. 

This unfavourable omen might naturally have cooled the ar¬ 
dour of a people lefs fuperllitious than the Wellh : but it feems 
that they regarded this ad of Edelfrid as an impious facrilege j 
and though in the aCtion which enfued, or in the purfuit, they 
were terribly flaughtered, it appears however, by the great lofs 
which their enemies fuftained, that they made a fpirited refin¬ 
ance.' After the battle, the Saxon prince marched to Bangor, 
a Britilh monaftery fituated on the banks of the river Dee j and 
with a barbarifm peculiar to the Goths, deftru&ive of thofe arts 


• Bvocbviel Tsgitbrog. 

* l.anghorni, Chron. Reg. Angl. p. 150. Bede, lib. II. cap. II. p.8o. Saxon 
Chron. p. 25. William Malmfbury, lib. I. p. 17. 
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which foften and improve human nature, he entirely laid wafte 
that ancient and celebrated feminary of learning, and committed 
to the flames its valuable library.* Edclfrid then attempted to 
penetrate into Wales; but his paflage over the Dee at Bangor 
was difputed by the prince of Powys, who gallantly fuftained the 
charge until relieved by Cadvan the king cf North Wales, by 
Meredydh the king of South Wales, and Bledrus the fovereign 
of Cornwall. 1 When the confederated princes had joined their 
forces, they called in religion to their aid. Dunothus,* the abbot 
of Bangor, made an oration to the army; and, before the aftion 
commenced, gave orders, that the foldiers fhould kifs the ground 
in commemoration of the communion of the body of Chrift, 
and fliould take up water into their hands out of the river Dee, 
and drink it in remembrance of his facred blood, which was ftied 
for them. 5 Animated by this aft of devotion, which in thefe 
times had a powerful influence on the mind, and flung with re- 
fentment for the diigrace and injuries they had lately received, 
the Welfli encountered the Saxons with great bravery, entirely 
defeated them, with the lofs of above ten thoufand men j and 
obliged Edelfrid, with the remainder of his army, to retreat into 
their own country. 4 There was fomething Angular in the fortu¬ 
nate event of that day, as an aft of retaliative juftice, and as 

1 I.anghorni, p.151. Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 71. 

4 Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 7 a. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 369. 

* Dinoeth. s Langhorni, p. 151. Humfrey I.huyd, p. 7a. 

* Vcrllegan, chap. V. p. 132. Geoff. Monmouth, p. 371. Humfrey Lhuyd’* 
Brcv. p. 72. Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 188. Langhorni, Chr. Reg. Ang. p, 151. 
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it fevercly punilhed, in the fight of Bangor, the recent defolation 
of its monaftery. 

A. d. 

*”3 


On the death of Cadvan, his fon Cadwallon fucceeded to the 
kingdom of North Wales. 1 This prince carried his arms into 
Northumberland againft Edwin the king of Deira, who had been 
educated in the court of Cadwallon} but a violent animofity 
had of late arifen between the two princes.’ The Britilh king, 
advancing againft the Saxon prince into Northumberland, was 
routed by Edwin, in a bloody battle fought at Widdrington 
who purfuing his good fortune, extended his conquefts over all 
the Britilh territories in Wales, as well as the illands of Mona 
and Man. 4 

During thefe tranfa&ions, Cadwallon had taken refuge in 
Ireland/ After an abfence of fome years, this prince recovered 
his dominions. An union of interefts having engaged him in 

1 Verftegan, Geoff..Monmouth, See. ibid. 1 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. i88. 

i Geoff. Monmouth, p. 372, 376. Vaughan of Hengwrt’s Diffcrtation on Britifh 
Clnon. taken from tha Triades. * Dinwydr . 

* Matt. Weft. p. 165. Bede’s Eccl. Hift. cap. IX. p. 87. William Malmfbury, 
lib. I. p. 18. Script, port Bcdam. Vaughan of Hengwrt’s Diffcrtation on Britilh 
Chron. taken from the Triades. s Ibid. 


In confeqnence of this vi&ory, Cadvan king of North Wales 
was defied at Chefter to the fdv'ereignty of Britainbut in the 
prefent lofs of empire, that dignity could extend no farther, than 
to command the united forces of the remaining Britons. 
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an alliance with Penda king of Mercia, the two princes, with 
their joint forces, made a rapid movement into Yorkfhire, and 
entirely defeated the Northumbrian king in Hatfield foreft. 1 A. n. 

655. 

Edwin and his fan fell in the battle, and left their country ex- 
pofed to the ferocious fpirit of the confederated princes. 1 A feene 
of defolation followed this victory, but Cadwallon furpafled his 
Pagan aflociate in cruelty and mercilefs ravages.’ 

On the death of Edwin, Edfridus fucceeded to the kingdom 
of Bernicia; and being nearly related to Penda by his mother, 
fled to the Mercian prince for prote£lion. + Cadwallon retiring 
to York, carried on from thence his furious depredations. 1 At 
this juntture, Ofric aflumed the crown of Dcira;* and in hopes 
by one blow to take revenge for his defolated country, he invefted 
that city j but, in a Tally made by Cadwallon, he was flain, and a. tx 
his army defeated. 6 His aflociate, the king of Bernicia, feeing 634 
their utmoft exertions fink under the fuperior valour or fortune 
of the Britifh prince, attempted to try the arts of negotiation. 

With this view he came to treat with Cadwallon in perfon, with 
only twelve foldiers in his train; but in return for fuch an inftance 
of generous confidence, the Saxon prince, with his attendants. 

1 Bcdc, lib. II. cap. XX. p. ioi. Brampton’s Chron. p. 284. 

* Saxon Chron. p. 29. Langhorni, C'hr. Reg. p. 176. 
s Langhorni, Chron. Reg. Ang. p. 182. J. Brampton's Chron. p. 784. Wm. 
Malmlbury, lib. I. p. iS. Gale’s Script. 

♦ Bede, lib. III. cap. I. p. 103. Brampton's Chron. p. 784, 785. Langhorni, 
ji. 182. 5 Matth. Weftm. p. 167. * Deifr. 

6 Ibid, Langhorni, p. 184. Brompton’s Chron. p. 785. 
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were bafely afTaffinated.' This outrage fully juftifi.es the character 
of a cruel and faithlefs tyrant, given to this prince by the Saxon 
writers.* 

At this time, Cadwallon was cholibn king of the Britons, very 
probably on account of his late fuccefs, and his ability to carry 
on the war J 

The Britifh king, after this aft of violence, Rill continued to- 
defolate the country, until his career was checked by Ofwald v 
who, fucceeding to the crowns of Deira and Bernicia,* united 
them into the kingdom of Northumberland/ This prince, who 
at this time had embraced the Chriftian religion, was yet in his 
early youth, and had collefted a fmall and determined band to 
oppofe Cadwallon and his victorious army: and when the Britifh 
king marched to attack the Saxons, he proceeded with all the 
fecurity and infolence which a contempt of enemies, and the 
pride of viftory, are apt to infpire. But Ofwald, fenfible of the 
greatnefs of the objeft for which he contended, afted with the 
utmoft circumfpeftion. With a view to heighten the ardour of 
his troops by religious enthufiafm, or to draw down profperity 
on his arms by an aft of devotion, he ordered a crofs to be 
ercfted on the field of battle, to ferve as the ftandard of the army. 
At this pious work Ofwald himfelf afliftedj and the moment 

> Bede Eccl. Hill. lib. III. cap. I. p. 103. Brompton’s Chron. p. 786. Matth. 
Wellm. p. 167. Langhorni Chr. p. 184. 

* Humfrey Lluiyd’s Breviary, p. 66. 3 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 188. 

* BryncUh. ♦ Brompton’s Cluon. p. 785. Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 13. 
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before the trumpet founded the charge, that prince, accompanied 
by his army, kneeled at the foot of the crofs; appealed to heaven 
for the juftice of his caufe, and implored its affiftance to con¬ 
found the infolence of his enemies. Fortified by thefe a&s of 
piety in their fovereign, the Saxon troops early in the morning, 
advanced to attack the enemy, and ftormed their camp. In the 
a&ion Cadwallon was flain j and the Welfti, driven into confu- 
fion by the death of their prince, were routed, and almoft en¬ 
tirely cut in pieces. This battle is faid to have happened at 
Denilbouine in Northumberland. 1 




On the death of this prince, his fon Cadwalader fucceeded to a. rr.. 
the kingdom of North Wales, and to the ideal fovereignty of 6?6 ’ 

Britain. 1 In the comic of his reign, the irruptions of the Saxons 
had become more frequent; and a famine, with its ufual at¬ 
tendant a peftilential diftemper, had raged in Britainthe confe- 
quent evils of defolating wars, and of a difordered police. To 
avoid the common dangers of his country, a conduct which did 
not mark a magnanimous fpirit, Cadwalader with numbers of 
his nobility and other fubjedts retired to Alan his kinfman, the a. d. 
king of Bretaigne; in whofe court he found an holpitablc re- C89 ~ 
ception. 4 From an uniform and perhaps a Angular principle of 
affe&ion, we have- feen this country afford an afylum to the 
Britons in every feafon of adverfity. 

* Bede’s Keel. Hilt. lib. III.' cap. II. p. 104. W. Malmfluirr, lib. I. cap. ill. p, 19, .. 

1 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 188. Vcrftegan, chap. V, p. 132. 

J Wynne’s Hill. Wales, p. 8. 

♦ Baker’s Chron. p. 4.. J. Fordun’s Hill. Scot, Gale’s Sciip'.or. p.647. 
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After refid in g feme time in the court of Bretaigne, Cacl- 
walader prepared to return into Wales; having heard that the 
famine and peftilence had ccafed, and that the Saxons, with in- 
creafmg power, were endeavouring to extend their conquefts.* 
With this view, he collected an army compofed of his own fub- 
jedts and his allies the Bretons, with a fuitable fleet to tranfport 
them acrofs the channel. 5 A magnanimous prince, in fuch a 
fltuation, would either have refeued his country from its danger, 
or would have buried himfelf in its ruins. But at the moment 
that Cadvvaladcr was going to embark, he was warned in a vifion, 
which he fancied to be a fudden impulfe from heaven; and which 
diretted him to lay afide the cares of the world, to go immedi¬ 
ately to Rome, and to receive holy orders from the hands of the 
Pope. This illufion, the effedt of a weak or a diftempered mind, 
he communicated to the king of Bretaigne j who, probably from 
interefted motives, took advantage of this incident to adt on the 
weaknefs of this prince, and on the credulous fpirit of his na¬ 
tion ; a lpirit which, in common with every other people in the 
fame ftage of refinement, always paid a high veneration to men, 
who, under the impulfe of a warm imagination, fancied them- 
i'elves to be endued with the power of revealing future events. 

Having confulted the prophetic books of the two Merlins, 5 
which, by the Britons, were deemed as facred as the pages of the 

i Baker’s Chron. p. 4. Welfli Citron, by Carodoc of Llancarvan, and rc-publilhcd 
by Dr. Powel, p.3. * Ibid. 

There were two of that name ; the firft, called Mcrddyn Wyllt, was born in Scot¬ 
land ; the other, called Merddyn Emrys, was born at Cacrmarthen. Hurafrey Lhuyd, 
j>. 79. Lewis Morris. 
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Roman Sybils ; Alan told him, that they predifted the ruin of 
the Britifh empire, until the time that the bones of king Cad- 
walader fhould be brought back from Rome. He then advifed 
him to aft up to the patriotic defign, and to follow the impulfc 
of his vifion. Thus confirmed in the delufion, Cadwalader pro¬ 
ceeded to Rome j and agreeably to the interefted views of the 
Roman pontiffs, was kindly received by Pope Sergius. After he 
had fubmitted to have«his head (haven, and to be initiated into 
the order of white monks, this Britifh king lived eight years as 
a religious reclufe exemplary in the piety of thofe days, but in 
a fituation unworthy of a prince; as it fecluded him from the 
practice of active virtue, and of confequence from promoting 
the real interefts of his people j for which great end alone 
princes are delegated to rule mankind. 
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The death cf Cadwalader clofed the imperial dignity which a. d, 
had been annexed many ages to the Britifh government. 1 The 
Welfli princes of later times ufually refided at Diganwy ! on the 
water of Conway,* and at Caer Segont 4 near Caernarvon. 5 


Cadwalader having thus, in the weaknefs of fu perdition, 
abdicated his throne; and his fon Edwal/f- yet a minor, being 

1 Wynne I lift. Wales, p. 10, 11. 

1 Welfli Chron. p. 5. Rowland's Mon. Ant. p. 1S8. llumifty T.imwl, p. 

3 Famous in Tacitus l>y the name of Cangorum (the people tl';ic him; calU.l 
Cangi) and called afterwards Oannock by the Knglifln y I. lan d, p. C 6. 

* Cynxvy. 4 Called by the Romans Scgontuim. 

t Cacr-yn-ar-ron; the city oppofite Mona. Ilumi’rcy Llutyd, p. 6 y Wya.’.c 
Uift. Wales, p, 12. -J- EJwal Iwn';, 
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under the prote&ion of Alan, this latter prince appears to have 
thrown off the malk; and to have been defirous of realizing the 
profpe&s of ambition, which the late event had opened to his 
view. Under colour, no doubt, of a£Hng for the common caufe, 
he attached to his fervice thole Wcllh who had been the followers 
of the late prince j and with thefe troops and a body of his own 
Subjects, under the command of his fon Ivor, a defeent was made 
on the weftern coaft of Britain. Alarmed at this dangerous in- 
vafion, the Saxons oppofed Ivor with their accuftomed fpirit and 
refolution.' But that prince, having defeated them with great 
flaughtcr, gained pofleflion of Cornwall, Devon, and Somerfet. 1 
To oppofc this invafion, become formidable by the acquifition 
of thefe territories to Ivor, Kentwyn, king of the weft Saxons, 
drew together a confiderable force. Each of the princes, fenfible 
of the importance of the conteft, feemed unwilling to put it 
to the deciffon of arms: in the end, the arts of love and negotia¬ 
tion prevailed; and Ivor, fatisfied with the conquefts already 
made, agreed to marry Ethelburga, the coufin of the Saxon 
prince. By this marriage, by the death of Kentwyn, and by 
Ccdwell the nephew of that Saxon prince retiring to Rome, 
Ivor became fovereign of the weftern part of Britain; including 
the Saxon and Britilh territories. Wearied, at length, with the 
cares of government, or finking into the fuperftition of the age, 
or ftruck with remorfe for his part injuftice, this prince withdrew 
from the cares of royalty, and buried himfelf in the recefles of 

* Wcllh Chron. p. 7, 8. 

*'Wcllh Chron, p. 8. by Carodoc of Llancarvan, tranilated by Dr, Powel, about 1584, 

a cloifter. 
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acloifter. As a more effe&ual atonement for the injuries which 
had been done to the family of Cadwalader, he left to Roderic 
Moelwynoc, thegrandfon of that prince, his Britifh dominions.' 

Roderic had no looner taken pofleflion of his territories, than 
Adelred, who fucceeded Ivor in the Saxon part of his dominions, 
invaded Devonfhire j and with fire and fword carried defolation 
through the country. He was proceeding with the like ravages 
into Cornwall; but was met upon the confines by the Britons, 
who defeated his forces, and obliged him to retreat into his own 
dominions/ 

V 

The fertile and pleafant lands which are fituated between the 
Severn and the Wye, tempted Ethelbald to form the defign of 
annexing them to his Mercian kingdom. With this view, he 
invaded that part of the country with a powerful army, and 
proceeded with the ufual devaftations as far as Carno mountain 
near Abergavenny.* On this mountain he was oppofecl by the 
Welfli, and a fierce and bloody battle enfued, which was not 
however decifive in favour of either party. 1 The fame prince, 
fome years after, having formed an alliance with Adelred, king 
of the Weft Saxons, thefe princes marched their united forces 
into Wales. Though the danger was imminent, and their powers 

* Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 15. Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 18S. 

* Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 15. * Ahcrgtfni. 

* Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 16. At this time (A. D. 734.) died the venerable Bede. 
Flores Hift. Matt. Weft. p. 203. 
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of refiftance comparatively fmall, the Welfli, with great fpirit, 
oppofed the combined princes; and a well contefted a&ion, and 
miferable (laughter on both Tides enfued, until the former were 
overpowered by fuperiority of numbers. Difpirited by this de¬ 
feat, and taking advantage of a rupture which had arifen between 
Ethelbald and Cudred, who had fucceeded to the throne of the 
Weft Saxons, the Welfli entered into an alliance with the latter 
prince. Elated however with his late vi&ory, and regardlefs of 
this acceflion to their power, Ethelbald attempted another inva- 
fion of Wales, and advanced as far as Hereford.' At that place, 
likewife, he met with a fpirited refiftance from the Wellh j and 
by the afiiftancc of their allies, they gave him a fignal over¬ 
throw.* But a reconciliation taking place between the Saxon 
kings, Cudred withdrew from the interefts of the Welfli, and 
joined his forces with thofe of Ethelbald. The military prowefs 
of their allies being thus taken from the Welfli, the fcale was 
turned j and in another battle which foon after enfued with the 
Saxons, they were entirely difeomfited. 1 

A dark cloud at this period fettled over the Britifli hemifpherei 
and the few governments which ftill remained amidft the ruins 
of time, except thofe of Wales, became extinguiftvxl one after 
the other. Eadbert, the king of Northumberland, an aftive and 
valiant prince, turned his arms againft the Strath-Clyde Britons, 

* Anciently called HenfFordd, or the old road of Engltfhmen. Humfrey Lhuyd,- 
p. 74, * Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 17. 

3 Henry Huntingdon, p. 340. Script, poll Bedam. Matt. Well. p» ao6. Brampton, 
p. 768. 
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and made himfelf mailer of Caer-ar-Clwyd, the capital of their 
dominions.* The weftern part of Britain, likewife, which had 
been under the fovereignty of Roderic Moelwynoc, the fon of 
Edwal, was at this time conquered by the Saxons; and that 
prince forced to retire into North Wales. The government of this 
country had been pofleffed by the two Tons of Bledrus the prince 
of Cornwall, ever fince Cadvan had been ele&ed to the fovereign 
dignity; and, however fmgular the incident may appear, Roderic 
ffeems to have been quietly permitted to enjoy his right as foon 
as he had announced his claim.* This prince foon after died, and 
left two fons, Cynan Tindaethwy and Howel.' He ufually rcfided 
at Caer Segont on the ftraits of the Menai in Caernarvonshire. 4 

Amidst the continual wars which had fo long harraffed the 
Saxons and the Welfli, neither of thefe people had much leilurc 
to attend to maritime affairs; and the naval power of Britain 
was of courfe inconfiderable; however the attention which was 
given to this neceffary meafure, was, at this time, only to be found 
in the ports of Wales. s 

Cynan Tindaethwy, the eldeft fon of the deceafed prince, 
fucceedcd to the throne of North Wales. 6 The late fucccfs of 
the Saxons in the weftern part of Britain encouraged them in the 
defign of extending their dominions, and infpired them with a 

» Langhomi, Chr. Reg. Ang. p. *87. Simon Dunelme, p. 105. Saiwncs’s Ant. 
of Britain, p.546. * Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 1 S 8 . 

J Wynne’s Hilt. Wales, p. 17, 18. * Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 171. 

i Berkeley’s Naval Hilt, of Blit. p. 58. 6 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 188. 
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confident expeflation of being able to make an eafy conqueft of 
Wales. In the purfuit of this defign they proceeded as far as 
Hereford ; but on that frontier they were again fiercely received 
by the Welfh ; and the battle very probably ended in favour of 
the latter, hiftory being filent as to the event and further pro- 
grefs of the invafion.' 

At this time Offa reigned in Mercia.* 

The eafinefs of approach to the fertile plains of South Wales 
invited continual inroads; and confequently, that country was 
more harrafled, and fooner narrowed in its boundaries, than the 
mountainous territory of North Wales. The inhabitants of 
South Wales, fired with refentment at reiterated injuries, role 
up in arms, entered Mercia with fire and fword, and retaliated 
on the Saxons their ufual devaluations. They foon after made 
other fuccefsful inroads j and obliging their enemies to retire 
beyond the Severn, returned into their own country with a con- 
fiderable quantity of cattle. Allured by the profpeft of fpoil, 
and animated by their late fuccefs, inftead of afting upon the 
defenfive, which had hitherto been the utmoft exertion of the 
Welfh, a new plan of operation took place; a fpirit of enter- 
prize enfued j and by fudden and frequent incurfions into Mercia, 
they enriched themfelves, avenged their national injuries, and 
filled the Saxon borders with continual alarm, and devaluation. 1 


* Wynne’s Hift. 'VVales, p. 18. 


* Saxon Annal. p. 59. 1 Welfh Chron. p. ig» 
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These unufual and formidable exertions in the Welfii induced 
Offa to enter into a league with the other Saxon princes j that 
with their united ftrength they might at once deftroy, or give a 
check to this enterprifing fpirit.' A confiderable army, in conic- 
quence, palled the Severn into Wales; but theWelfli, too weak 
to encounter fo great a force, retreated to the mountains; and 
the Saxons likewife, unable to penetrate with advantage the natu¬ 
ral fortifications of the country, returned into Mercia. 1 Offa, . 
fenfible of the evils produced by thefe inroads, and unable to 
prevent them, agreeably to the policy of his military anceftors, 
planted a colony of Saxons in the country near the Severn* and 
Wyewhofe immediate intereft it became, to confine to the 
mountains the valour and reftlefs a&ivity of the Wclfli. To 
mark the confines of each country, or to give greater fecurity to 
his own, he likewife caufed a deep dyke and a high rampart to be A. d. 
made, which extended a hundred miles over rocks and mountains, ‘ 
and acrofs deep vallies and rivers, from the water of Dee to the 
mouth of the Wye. 4 This great work Hill retains the ancient 
name of Clawdh Offa, or OfFa’s Dyke; and is an evidence of 
the ignorance and barbarifm of the age, having been raifed with 
immenfe labour, but directed to no important ufe, either to mark 
the boundaries, or as a line of defence , between hoftile nations. 

The large towns and cities fituated to the eaft of the Severn and 
Dee, were probably built at this period; to check the irruptions 

* Welfti Chron. p. 19. * Ibid. * Hafrcn and Guy. 

1 Langhorni, Chron. Itcg. Ang. p. 291. 

4 Wcllh Chron. p. 19. Langhorni Chron. Ang. p. 29* llumfrcy Lhuyd’s Bre¬ 
viary, p. 51. 
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of the Welfh by a ftrong line of frontier ports.' The villages 
likewife on the eaft fide of Clawdh Orta, whofe names terminate 
in ton or ham % were about this time inhabited by Saxons, x who 
were ufually called Gwyr-y-mars, or the men of Mercia; though 
in after times the Welfh fettled on each fide of the Dyke.’ 

The change which this innovation had made in Powys, by 
narrowing its boundaries; and Shrewfbury having been lately 
taken by the Saxons, made it neceffary to remove the royai refi- 
dence of the princes of Powys, from that town to Mathraval, 4 
fituated in the prefent county of Montgomery. 1 

Though an interval of peace had given Offa the opportunity 
of finifliing this celebrated Dyke, the Welfh were not infenfible 
of the difhonour and injury done to their country. But con¬ 
cealing their feelings under the mafk of indifference, they fecretly 
concei ted the plan of its deftru&ion j and acting, by previous 
agreement, with the kings of Northumberland and of the South 
Saxons, with whom they were then in alliance, they fuddenly 
befet Clawdh Offa in the night of St. Stephen’s day, the night 
itfelf being extremely dark j and affifted alfo by the country people, 
they broke down the rampart, and in a fhort time filled up and 
levelled the Dyke to the length of a bow-fhot. Early in the 

* Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 26. * Ibid. p. 51. J Ibid. p. 50. 

* Its ancient name was Pcngwern, or the head of a place where alders grow, and 
was the feat of the kings of Powys; whence the Saxon term Schrewlbury is derived, 
ilumfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 27. 

* Humfrey LHuyd, p. 70. 
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morning, they aflailed the camp of king Offa,' and flew great 
numbers of his foldiers; who, depending on the truce, were 
either afleep or unarmed, or had given themfelves up to the 
pleafures, or to the religious obfcrvance, of the feftival. 1 

The Saxon prince inftantly rallied his forces, and ruflied into 
the midfl: of the enemy j but his troops, all in confufion and 
not properly armed, were intimidated, and could not fuftain the 
onfet of the Welfh; and it was not without great difficulty and 
daughter, that they were able to bring off their leader, and re¬ 
cover their camp. On this dilaftcr, Offa retired into his own 
dominions, meditating vengeance. The firft impreffion of his 
anger, on his return, for this infulting violation of the truce, 
fell upon the hoftages which were given by thofe perfons who 
had lately broken the peace, whom he ordered to be more ftri&ly 
confined; and, ftill unfatisfied with this feverity, their wives and 
families alfo were either fold, or referved for perpetual flavery.’ 

Offa, ftill breathing revenge, marched, fome time after, into 
the confines of Wales, with a well equipped and formidable 
army} but for fevcral years he was not able to make any im¬ 
preffion, being greatly annoyed by the Wellhwho, from their 
woods and mountains made continual irruptions upon his forces. 4 
Both parties coming, at length, to a general engagement upon 

> Suppofed to be at Sutton Wallis near Hereford. 

* Matth. Paris Monachi Albancnfis Vita Duorum Offarum Mereiorum Rcgum, 
p, g-6. 3 Matth. Paris Monachi Albanenfis, &c. p, 976. 

* Matth. Paris vita Duorum Offarum, p.976. 
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Rhudd-lan marfh; the Welfh, under the command of Caradoc, 
a chieftain of the country, and defcended from the houfe of 
Cornwall, were entirely defeated' with a dreadful {laughter; and 
their leader {lain in the aftion. 4 Befides this great lofs which the 
Welfh had fuffered, the Saxon prince commanded all the children 
and the men, who unfortunately fell into his hands, to be 
mafiacred; the women fcarcely efcaping his fury.* 

The memory of this tragical event has been carried down to 
pofterity, by an ancient ballad called Morva Rhudd-lan, the 
notes of which are moft tenderly plaintive. 

Soon after this memorable event, died Offa, king of Mercia. 4 
Some hiftorians fay that he was {lain in the battle of Rhudd-lan, 
with Meredyth the prince of Pembroke.* 5 

It may not be unneceflary here, after a tedious recital of 
inroads and battles, to give fome relief to the reader’s mind, by 
opening to his view the modes of life and private manners of the 
ancient Welfh. 

We are indebted to Giraldus Cambrenfis, for the following 
very lively traits which he has tranfmitted of the manners of the 

« Welfli Chron. p. 30. 

* According to tradition, the remaining Welfli who had efcapcd the enemy’s fword, 

flying with precipitation over the marfli, periflied in the water by the flowing of tlw 
tide. * Matth. Paris vita Duorum OfFarum, p. 976. * Welfli Chron. p. 20. 

* Dyfal, s Camden’s Britannia, Gibfoa’s Notes on Flintfliire, p. 690, from Mfs. 
frf Vaughan Hcngwrt. 
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Welfli nation j at a period wnen tnofe manners were pure and 
unadulterated by- foreign intercourfe. And though this writer 
may, on fome occa^ons, fink into credulous weaknefs, and be 
directed by a partial fpirit, yet furely, in their great outlines, the 
reprefentations which he has given of manners, though himfclf a 
native of the country, muft have been clofely copied from original 
•feature^, and mull afford a ftriking refemblance of national 
character. 

The Welfli’ were a nation light and a&ive, and more fierce 
than flrong; from the loweft to the higheft of the people they 
were devoted to arms, which the plowman as well as the courtier 
was prepared to feize on the firft fummons. Their ulual cuftom 
in works of hufbandry was, that for oats they opened the foil, 
once only in March or April j and for wheat or rye, they turned 
it up, twice in the fummer, and a third time in winter about the 
fcafon of thrafliing. 

The chief fuAenancc of this people, in refpect of their food, 
was cattle and oats, befidcs milk, checfe, and butter; though they 
ufwally ate more plentifully of flefli meat than of bread. 

As they were not engaged in the occupations of traffic either 
by fea or land, their time was entirely employed in military affairs. 
They were fo anxious for the prefervation of their country and 
its liberties, that they cAcemed it delightful not only to fight for 


' (linililus Carobrcnfis Irincr. cap. IV. V. 
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them, but even to facrifice their lives: and agreeably to this fpirit, 
they entertained an idea, that it was a difgrace to die in their 
beds, but an honour to fall in the field. 9bch was their eager 
courage, that although unarmed, they often dared to engage with 
men entirely covered with armour ; and in fuch engagements, 
by their activity and valour, they frequently came off conquerors. 
That their a&ivity might not be impeded by any unneceflary 
incumbrance, they made ufe of light armour; fuch as fmaller 
coats of mail, lhields, and fometimes of iron greaves. Their 
offenfivc weapons were arrows and long fpears. Their bows were 
ufually made of flight twigs joined or twifted together; and 
though rude in their form, they difeharged an arrow with great 
force. The people of North Wales were remarkable for fpears 
fo long and well pointed, that they could pierce through an 
iron coat of mail. The men of South Wales were accounted the 
moft expert archers. The chieftains when they marched to war, 
were mounted on fwift horfes, bred in the country; the lower 
forts of people, on account of the marfhes, as well as the in¬ 
equalities of the ground, marched on foot to battle; though, 
whenever the occafion or the place rendered it neceffary for the 
purpofes either of fighting or flying, the horfemcn themfelves 
difmounted and ferved on foot. 

The Welfh were accuflomed to walk with their feet entirely 
bare; or, inftead of flioes, they ufed boots of raw leather. 

In the time of peace, the young men accuflomed themfelves 
to penetrate the woods and thickets, and to run over the tops 
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of mountains j and by continuing this exercife through the day 
and night, they prepared themfeives for the fatigues and em¬ 
ployments of war. 

These people were not given to excefs either in eating or 
drinking. They had no fct time appointed for their meals, nor 
any expenfive richnefs in their clothes. Their whole attention 
was occupied in the fplendid appearance of their horfes and arms, 
in the defence of their country, and in the care of their plunder. 
Accuftomed to fall from morning to night, their minds were 
wholly employed on their bufinefs; they gave up the day entirely 
to prudent deliberations, and in the evening they partook of a 
fober fupper. But if, at any time, it happened, that they were 
not able to procure any, or only a very fparing repaft, they 
patiently waited until the next morning ; and in this fituation, 
prevented neither by hunger nor cold, they were eager to take 
advantage of dark and ftormy nights for hoftile invafions. 

There was not a beggar to be feen among thefe people, for 
the tables of all were common to all; and with them bounty, 
and particularly hofpitable entertainment, were in higher erti- 
mation than any of the other virtues. Hofpitality, indeed, was 
fo much the habit.of this nation, by a mutual return of fuch 
civilities, that it was neither offered to, nor requeued by, travel¬ 
lers. As foon as they entered any houfe, they immediately deli¬ 
vered their arms into the cuftody of a perfon in the family ■, and 
if they fuffered their feet to be waflied by thofe, who for that 
purpofc directly offered them water, they were confulercd as 
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lodgers for the night. The refufal of this civility, intimated their 
defire of a morning’s refreftiment only. The offer of water for 
the purpofe of wafliing the feet, was confidered as an invitation 
to accept of hofpitable entertainment. The young men ufually 
marched in parties, or in tribes, a leader being appointed to 
each > and as they were devoted to arms, or given up to leilure, 
and were courageous in the defence of their country, they were 
permitted to enter the houl'e of any perfon with the fame fecurity 
as their own. The flxangers, who arrived in the morning, were 
entertained until evening with the converfation of young women, 
and with the mufic of the harp; for in this country almoft every 
lioufe was provided with both. Hence we may reafonably con¬ 
clude, that the people were not much inclined to jealoufy. Such 
an influence had the habit of mufic on their minds, and its 
fafeinating powers, that in every family, or in every tribe, they 
efteemed fkill in playing on the harp beyond any kind of learning. 

In the evening, when the vifitors were arrived, an entertain¬ 
ment was provided according to the number and dignity of the 
perfons, and the wealth of the houfe; on which occafion the 
cook was not fatigued with drefiing many dilhes, nor fuch as 
were high feafoned as llimulativcs to gluttony; nor was the houfe 
furnifhed with tables, napkins, or towels; for in all thefe things 
they ftudied nature more than fliew. The guefts were placed 
by threes at fupper, and the diflies at the fame time were put 
on ruflies, in large and ample platters made of dean grafs, with 
thin and broad cakes of bread, baked every day. At the fame 
time that the whole family, with a kind of emulation in their 
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civilities, were in waiting; the matter and miftrefs in particular 
were always Handing, very attentively overlooking the whole. 
When the hour of deep approached, they all lay down iti common 
on the public bed, ranged lengthwife along the-fidcs of the room; 
a few rufhes being ftrewed on the door, and covered only with 
a coarfe cloth, the produce of the country. The fame garb that 
the people were ufed to wear in the day, ferved them alio in the 
night; and this confifted of a thin mantle, and a garment or 
ttiirt worn next to the ikin. The fire was kept burning at their 
feet throughout the night, as well as in the day. 

Tin: women of this nation, as well as the men, had their hair 
cut round at the ears and eyes. The women alio, as a head drefs, 
wore a large white robe, folding round, and rifing by degrees 
into a graceful tuft or crown. Both the men and the women 
were exceedingly attentive to the prelervation .of their teeth; by 
conttantly rubbing them with green hazel, probably the leaves or 
bark, and cleaning them with a woollen cloth, they kept their 
teeth as white as ivory; and to prclerve them ftill more, they 
abftained from every kind of hot food. The men were ac- 
cuftomcd to lhave the whole beard, leaving only a whiiker on the 
upper lip; they likewife cut (hurt or fhaved the hair of their 
heads, that it might be no impediment to their activity in palling 
through the thick woods and forefts that covered their country. 

The Wclfh, according toGiraldus, were a people of an acute 
and fubtle genius. In civil caufes and actions, they exerted all 
the powers of rhetoric and, in the conduit of thefe, their 
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talents for infinuation, invention, and refutation were confpi- 
cuous. In rhythmical fongs, and in extemporary effufions, they 
are faid to be excellent, both in refpeft to invention and elegance 
. of ftyle; and for thefe purpofes bards were appointed. But 
beyond all other rhetorical ornaments they preferred the life of 
alliteration ; and that kind more cfpedally which repeats the 
firft letters or fyllabies of words. They made fo much ufe of 
this ornament in every finiflied difeourfe, that they thought 
nothing elegantly fpoken without it. 

In private company, or in feafons of public feftivity, they 
were very facetious in their converfation; with a view of enter¬ 
taining the company and difplaying their own wit. And perfons 
of lively parts, fometimes in mild and fometimes in farcaftic 
terms, under the cover of a double meaning, by a peculiar turn 
of voice, or by the tranfpofition of words, were continually 
uttering humorous, or fatirical expreflions. 

The lowed: of the people, as well as the chieftains, were in¬ 
debted to nature for a certain boldncfs in fpeech, and an honed 
confidence in giving anfwers to great men on matters of bufinefs, 
or in the prefence of princes. 

There were among the Welfh certain perfons whom they 
called AwcnydhioHy a word cxprefllve of poetical raptures. Thefe 
perfons, when confulted about any thing doubtful, inflamed with 
a high degree of enthufiafm, were, to all appearance, carried out 
of themfelvcs ■, and feemed as if they were pofleffed by an invifible 

ipirit. 
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lpirit. Yet they did not immediately declare a folution of the 
difficulty required; but by the power of wild and i neon fi font 
circumlocution, in which they abounded, any perfon who ob- 
ferved the anfwer would at length, by fome turn or digreffion in 
the fpeech, receive, or fancy that he did, an explanation of what 
he fought. From this date of extacy they were at lad: roufed, 
as from a deep lleep; and were compelled, as it were, by the 
violence of others, to return to their natural date. Another 
thing, it is laid, was peculiar to thele perfons ; that when they 
recovered their realon they did not recollefl any of thofe things 
which in their extacy they had uttered. And if it happened that 
they were again confultcd about the fame or any other thing, 
they would be certain to exprefs themfelvcs in other and far dif¬ 
ferent words. This property was bedowed upon them, as they 
fancied, in their deep; at which time, according to Oiraldus, 
it appeared to fome of them as if new milk or honey was poured 
into their mouths; to others as if a written lcroll had been put 
into their mouths; and on their awaking, they publicly profeded 
that they had been endowed with thefe extraordinary gifts. This 
imaginary lpirit of divination, has been alfo in much ufage in 
the highlands of Scotland; and is there known under the ex¬ 
predive term of Second Sight. 

Pride of ancedry and nobility of family were points held in 
the highed edimation among the Wellh ; and of courfe they 
were far more dedrous of noble than of rich and lplendid 
marriages. So deeply rooted was this lpirit, that even the very 
lowed of the people carefully preferved the genealogy of their 

families; 
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families j and were able from memory to recite the names, not 
only of their immediate anceftors, but to the fixth and fcventh 
generation, and even to trace them ftill farther back; in this 
manner, Rhys ap Gryffydh, ap Rhys, ap Tewdwr, ap Einion, 
ap Owen, ap Howel, ap Cadell, ap Roderic the Great.* 

A Welshman was confidered as honourable, if among his 
anceftors there had been neither Have, nor foreigner, nor infamous 
perfon.' Yet if any foreigner hadfaved the life of a Welfliman, 
or delivered him from captivity, he might be naturalized, and 
was entitled to the rights of Welfhmen. And any foreign family, 
having refided in Wales for four generations, were alfo admitted 
to the fame privileges. 1 

The fove which they felt for family connections was eager 
and warm; and of confcquence they were keen- in their refent- 
ments, and revenged deeply any injury committed on their family 
cither of blood or diflionour. They were vindictive and cruel 
in their anger j and exceedingly prompt to revenge not only 
recent injuries, but thofc which had been committed a long time 
paft, and even in a remote period. What fpread ftill farther this 
fpirit of revenge, was a cuftom prevalent among the Welfh, 
of fending their children to be nurfed in other families. Thelc 
families, in confcquence, took under their protection the chil¬ 
dren they had foftcrcd; and always confidered it as a high obliga¬ 
tion on thcmfelvcs, to promote their interefts, and - to revenge 


The royal line of Souih Wales. 


* Howel Dha’s Laws. 


* Ibid. 
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their injuries. This cuftom, it is probable, principally prevailed 
in the families of chieftains and princes." 

The Welfh did not refide in cities, villages, or camps; but, in 
general, led a folitary life in the woods. 

Oh the borders of their forefts, it was ufual, not to raife great 
palaces, nor fumptuous houfes built with ftone; but only to 
twift together ozier coverings, fuited to the different feafons of 
the year, with as little labour as expence. But thefe dwellings 
muft certainly have been confined to the lower orders of the 
people. They were accuftomed neither to orchards nor gardens. 
Their fields were moftly in pafture} little cultivated, feldom 
plowed, and fcarcely ever fown or planted. Yet the Welfh, fenfible 
of the great 'utility of agriculture, inftituted a kind of plowing 
fociety; which confifted of perfons who contributed oxen and 
implements of hufbandry, for the purpofe of tilling a ftipulated 
quantity of ground. To this ufeful defign, great encouragement 
was given by the Wefth laws." To their ploughs and carts they 
fometimes joined two oxen, but more frequently made ufe of 
four j the driver going before, and, what is very Angular, ufually 
walking backwards} and on that account, if the oxen were not 
properly trained to the yoke, he was expofed to great danger. 
They made very little ufe of the feythe or fickle either to mow 
or reap j but employed a Angular kind of inftrument, a middle 
fized iron in the fhape of a pruning knife, chained Joofely at 
each end to two ftaves. 

* Howcl Dha’s Laws. 


* Hift. of Gwedir family. 
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They ufed likewife fmall boats' made of ozier for the purpoies 
of filhing, or of palling rivers. Thefe were not of an oblong 
form, had not any beaks, but were made nearly round, or rather 
of a triangular lhape ; and were covered both in the infide and 
on the outfide with raw Ikins. The boats were fo light, that 
the filhermen ufually carried them on their Ihoulders. 

The Wellh were firft inftru&ed in the Chriftian faith by 
Faganus and Damianus; who were fent by Eleutherius, the 
bilhop of Rome, at the requeft of king Lucius. From this period, 
to the time when St. Germain was fent into Britain on account 
of the Pelagian doftrine, no heretical opinions were to be found 
in Wales. Agreeably to the do&rines received from that miflionary, 
they gave to the poor a part of the bread which was ferved up at 
the altar j and they fat down to table by threes in honour of the 
Trinity. Whenever they met any perfon in a religious habit, 
fuch as a monk, or clerk; they immediately threw down their 
arms, bowed their heads, and begged his blelfing. To mark the 
religious fpirit of his countrymen Hill morfe, Giraldus fays, that 
the Wellh were more eager to obtain epilcopal confirmation, and 
the chrifm, by which the fpirit was given, than any other nation. 
They gave the tenth of all that they poflelTed of animals, lheep, 
and fometimes of cattle, in the following cafes j whenever they 
engaged in a military marriage j when they firft let out on a 
pilgrimage j or, by the remonftrance of the church, whenever 
they made any amendment in their lives This divifion of their 

1 Theft kind of boats are dill ufed in Wales, and are called corricles. 

property 



Book III. 


ANCIENT WELSH. 


property they called the Great Tithe j two parts of which they 
bellowed on their own baptifmal church, and a third was given 
to the bilhop of the diocefe. c The pilgrimage which above all 
others was deemed moll facred by the Wellh, was a journey 
to Rome. They paid alfo great reverence to churches, and to 
the clergy; to the relics of faints, to their portable bells, to 
text books, and to the crofs.' 

From this Ipirit of fuperllitious piety, very peculiar privileges 
of fanfluary have been given to the Wellh. churches. Not only 
in cemeteries or burial places, but within the precinfls of certain 
boundaries appointed by the bilhop, all animals had the liberty 
of feeding in perfect fecurity. The larger churches, endowed 
with greater privileges on account of their antiquity, extended 
their bounds of fanfluary Hill farther j as far as the cattle could 
go in the morning and return at night. So facred were the 
privileges of fanfluary, that if any perfon, at enmity with his 
fovereign, fought the refuge of the church ; his own perfon, his 
family, and all his property remained in the moll perfefl fecu¬ 
rity. If any attempt was made to violate the fanfluary, it ap¬ 
pears, that the parties, under its proteflion, might retaliate the' 
injury even on the prince himfelf,and might commit depredations 
in the country.* 

It 

* As a proof of the religious fpirit which about this time prevailed, three thoufand 
Wellh, the moll expert in archery and in the ufe of the pike, engaged to go into the 
Holy Land, at the inilance of the archbilhop of Canterbury; who, accompanied 
by Glraldus Catnbrenfis, preached the Croifadcs in the year 1188 throughout Wales. 
Giraldus Cainb. Itinerarii Camb. cap. XIII. p. 226. 

* Thus far from Giraldus Cambrenfis, (Cambrise Defcriptio, from p. 254 to 27O 

l’a a learned 
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It was necelfary on the acceflion of the kihg, that the pro¬ 
prietors of ecclefiaftical lands fliould appear before him, to lay 
open their rights and privileges j to whom, if their claims were 
juft, he confirmed thofe privileges, and the rights of fanftuary.' 
If any offender fled to fanftuary, and an action was inftituted 
againft him, neither the abbot' nor monks could protect him, 
until he had made fatisfaftion for his offence; if no fuch aftion. 
was brought, they were then to conduct him to the place in 
which he was to remain.* If any perfon, taking refuge in a 
fanftuary, committed any criminal aft, he loft the privileges of 
that afylum, and was obliged to fly into another fanftuary; or 
to forfeit all his property to the religious place whole proteftion 
he had violated. If any perfon, carrying about him the relics of 
faints, committed a crime under their proteftion, he was not 
entitled to any privileges on their'accent; and in fuch cafe, 
likewife, he forfeited all his goods to that afylum, unlefs he had 
already procured another. 1 Any perfon who had taken fanftuary, 
might freely go about the cemetry and the court of the church, 
without carrying relics ; and his cattle might feed with thofe of 
the monaftry, and remain in fecurity^ as far as the herds of the 
monaftry were allowed to go. Dilputes concerning the property 
of lands, when both parties were ecclefiaftics, were not cognifable 
by the Welfh laws. 4 


a learned monk, who lived in the reign of Henry the fecond, and was a native of 
bouth Wales. In this detail of manners, the author has given little more than a 
ftmple tranfeript of Giraldus, with fcarcely any variations of his own; under the 
idea that fuch delineations, ilruck off by the pencil of a contemporary, would appear 
more pleating in their original colours, and native fimplicity. 

1 IIowcl Dha’s Laws. 1 Ibid. J Ibid. * Ibid. 


♦ Ibid. 
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If the king granted a licence to build a church in any village 
whofe inhabitants were villains, to which a cemetry was afligned j 
and priefts were appointed to celebrate'mafs, the village from 
that time became free. 1 The hermits and other Afcetics in^thia 
country, were in a peculiar degree auftere in the habits of ‘morti¬ 
fication ; and, according to Giraldus, were more fpiritualifed in 
their piety than the Religious of any other nation. The fame 
writer fums up the chara&er of his countrymen, in a manner 
equally peculiar and decifive. He fays, that as it was the difpo- 
fition of that people to purfue every objedt with vehemence, none 
were elfewhere to be found fo bad as the worft, nor any better 
than the good among the Welfli.* 

It was natural that a warlike people would employ, their 
leifure, during the ftiort intervals of peace, in the habits of do- 
meftic feftivity, or in the pleafures of the field. A variety of 
exercifes, fome more violent, others more gentle in their nature, 
were in common ufe among the Wellh. Of thefe, many of which 
were the more peculiar diverfions of men, were feats of ftrengthj 
namely, pitching a bar of irpn, throwing a fledge, a large ftone 
or quoits, running, leaping, fwimming, wreftling, riding, archery 
and throwing the javelin j fencing with fword and buckler, the 
two handed fword, and playing with the quarter ftaff. There 
were* feveral other diverfions confidered as rural fports, and as 
lefs manly j fuch as hunting, fifhing, and bird hunting; befides 
which, fundry others were ufed in families as'private amufcments, 

• Howcl DhaYLaws. * Giraldus Cambrenfis, p. 275. 

and 
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and confidered as literary; fuch as poetry, playing on the harp, 
reading Welfti, finging poems accompanied by ftringed inftru- 
ments; finging an ode of four parts, and accenting it with proper 
expreffion; heraldry, and embafly. Other amufements were in 
ufe of a more fedate kind, which employed their more tranquil 
hoursi chefs, draughts and back-gammon, or fome fimilar game; 
dice, and tuning the harp. Befides thefe, there were various modes 
of hunting, diftinguifhed in the following manner. Hunting the 
ftag, purfuing a fwarm of bees, and taking falmon; thefe three 
were deemed common diverfions. Hunting the bear, the fquirrel, 
or martin, and the cock of the wood/ were called barking diver¬ 
fions. Hunting the fox, the hare, and the roebuck/ were dif- 
tinguiflied as clamorous ones. The ftag was hunted with hounds 
and greyhounds; and this was called a common diverfion, becaufe 
every perfon who was at his death had a right to a ftiare. Even 
if a man on his journey happened to pafs by at the time that 
the ftag was killed, he. was entitled by the game laws to a ftiare 
in common with thofe who had hunted him down: A fwarm 
of bees was likewile confidered as a common property; for who¬ 
ever found them on his own, or on other people’s land, unlefs 
lie put a mark that he had firft found them, every perfon who 
pafled by had a right to enjoy a ftiare; but a fourth part be¬ 
longed to the proprietor of the ground. The falmon were alfo 
confidered in the fame light. For wheri they were caught with 
a net, or ftruck with a fpear, or taken in any other way; what- 

• See Mr. Pennant’s journey to Snowdun. 

* Iwrcli or roebuck, faid to have been formerly in Wales. See Richard’s Welih 
Dictionary on that wordj and Gibfon’s notes on Camden, p. 645. 


ever 



Book III. 


ANCIENT W.ELSH. 


IXI 


ever perfon fliould come to the place, before a divifion was made, 
was entitled to a part, provided the falmon was taken out'of a 
common water. 

Hunting the bear was called a barking diverlion, becaufe 
from its flownefs the hunting of it could be of no long con¬ 
tinuance ; as it was only baited, barked at, and killed. The 
martin,' fitchet, polecat , 1 and fquirrel, not being able to run 
far, climbed up into trees •, and in that, fituation were barked at 
and baited by the dogs. Hunting the. cock of the wood ! was 
entirely fimilar. 

Fox hunting was called a clamorfcs diverfion j as in the 
purfuit of this animal there was much crying of the dogs, and 
blowing of the horn. Of the fame nature were the diverfions of 
roebuck and hare hunting. 

The game that was moil in efteem for the ufe of the table,, 
was the flag, the hare, the wild boar, and the bear. If grey¬ 
hounds were let loofe after a ftag or any other animal, and the 
dogs purfued him out of fight, and he was afterwards killed ; 
then the foremoft greyhound in the laft view was entitled to 
the fkin. If a man, or a dog, ftarted a hare out of her feat and 
killed her, fhe was the property of either the one or the other. 

It was neceflary that every perlbn who carried a horn ihould 
be acquainted with the nine game laws. If he was unable to 

• Bela. 1 Cathgocd. 1 Sec Mr. Pennant’s Journey to Snowduu. 
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givg an account of them, he forfeited his horn. Whoever went 
out a hunting with couples, forfeited thole likewife, if he was 
found deficient in a knowledge of the faid laws j but, whimfically 
enough, the couples were fafe, if placed on his arm. No per- 
fon- could let loofe a greyhound after any animal, which the 
hounds were then hunting, unlefs he himfelf had hounds that 
were hunting at the fame time j and on any perlon fo offending, 
the man who was purfuing the hare, might hamftring the grey¬ 
hound. No one was allowed to (hoot a beaft, when at reft, 
that was appropriated for the chace, on pain of forfeiting his 
bow and arrows to the lord of the manor; though he might 
fhoot at and kill any fuch, if he could, when the dogs were in 
full cry} but he was not allowed to Ihoot among the dogs. If 
any perfon went out to hunt, and let his dogs loofe after the 
beaft i and it fo happened that he was met with and killed by 
fome ftraggling dogs, the ^animal was then the property of the 
firft dogs, unlefs the ftraggling ones belonged to the king. Any 
beaft which had been hunted, became the property of the firft 
hunter, unlefs his face was turned towards home, and his back 
on the dogs. If his dogs were ftill hunting, and the hunter had 
left them, the animal did not in that cafe belong to him, if killed 
by ftraggling dogs, but to the owner of the latter.* 

Some light may be thrown on the ancient adminiftration of 
Wales, by laying open the various conditions, on which the Wellh 

« See an account of the Welfli game*, printed at the end of Dr. Davies’s Dictionary. 
He died in the year 1644; he was himfelf a native of Wales, and was much efteemed 
by his countrymen, for his knowledge of its language and antiquities. 
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held their eftates under their princes, or immediate lords; and by 
(hewing in what manner the revenue, arifing from thole tenures, 
was dire&ed to the fplendour, or fupport of their government. 

We Ihall begin, by marking the fmaller divifions, which at 
that time, it is probable, had taken place in the country. In 
the leffer divifions, Wales might have been originally divided into 
Bods, Trevs, and Cacrs. The Bod is fuppofed to have been the 
manfion-houfe of a chieftain on his firft fettlejnent in the coun¬ 
try the lands which he alfigned for the maintenance of his de¬ 
pendents in the increafing colony to have been called a Trev j and 
the inclofiire of fuch lands, for defence or convenience, whether 
formed of wood or ftone, might havef4>cen denominated a Caer.' 
An aflemblage of feveral bods formed a trev or townlhip ; a 
hundred of thefe trevs conftituted a cantrev. For the more eafy 
and regular difpatch of bufmefs, a cantrev was divided into two 
or more connnots j each of which, confiding of a certain number 
of bods and trevs , formed a diftinft precinft; and was confidered 
as a lordlhip, poflefling a feparate court and jurifdiclion. 1 

Tije Welfli princes, and other lords of particular territories, 
were the proprietors in capite of all lands; and were fovereign 
lords of all their fubje&s and bondmen. To thefe, the princes 
or the lords diftributed townfliips, or particular tenures called 
Weles, feats or dwellings; by way of martial diftribution, on 
fuch conditions as thofe lords and princes thought proper to im- 

* Ibid. }>. t 


* Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 2S, 29, 31. 
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pofe. The lands or tenures fo granted, were either freeholds or 
villanagc j and the perfons to whom they were given were called 
freeholders or vaflals; each were equally tenants to their lord j 
though in refpeft of privileges originally granted, they were hi 
poflefflon of different degrees of freedom or vaflalage. Some of 
thefe were entirely free, and others were entirely bond j fome 
townfliips in part were free, and in part were bond. In thefe 
fcvcral townfhips, a greater or lefs degree of freedom prevailed, 
or none at all; the tenants of the firft kind of vaflalage were 
called nativi liberty that is, free natives, or the better fort of 
vaflals j and the others were confidered as puri nativi , or perfect 
flaves. 

Those lands or townfliips which were entirely free, gave to 
the pofleflors a rank above other tenants; qualified them for 
offices and employments, and entitled them likewife to a feat and 
a voice in courts of judicature. From this privilege of fitting 
higher than the other tenants in their Gorfeddau , and of afiifting 
in giving fentence, and palling judicial decrees, the tenants of 
thefe freeholds were called XJchelwyr. The king excepted, there, 
was an equality among all the Welfh nobility.* 

The tenants of bond lands, and villages, being inferior to* 
freeholders, were bound to fervile employments j and in many 
things were at the difpofal of their princes or lords. A lord had 
the privilege of parting with his vaflal. either, by fale or donation .. 
There was, however, a diffin&ion in point of privilege between 


? Howel Dha’s Laws. 
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fucli tenants. The free natives were thofe who poflefled fome 
degree of freedom $ who might go where they pleafed, might buy 
and fell, and enjoyed many other immunities. The pure natives 
were confidered as the entire property of their princes or lords; 
were fold along with the eftate, and confined within its limits; 
out of which, if they happened to wander, they were liable to 
be driven back like wild beafts with great feverity.' The pro- 
feffion of any of the mechanic or liberal arts made a vaflal free; but 
novaflai could acquire them without the permiflion of his lord.* 

The trevs were not all of equal dimenfion; fome were of a 
larger and others of a leflfer extent; but they were all fubjeft 
to certain conditions to be paid to their lords, which were rated 
and fixed at the firft difpofal of thofe tenures. Thefe were 
rents, fervices, duties, mulcts, and attendances. Such were their 
great fourccs of revenue and of power; and from which the 
Weifli princes were enabled to fupport their dignity, to fecure 
the loyalty of their fubjetts, and afford protection to the Rate.* 


The rents of fome tenures were paid in money, thofe of others 
were paid in goods and in cattle. Rents in money were fixed to 
be paid, either at the four quarterly payments, or the two half 
yearly ones ; or they arofe out of cafualties; fuch as reliefs and 
heriots. The rents which were paid in goods and cattle, were 
a certain quantity of corn, paid at Rated times, or a certain 
number of oxen and cows; which many trevs were obliged to 

* Rowland, p. no, ux. 1 Howel Dha’s Laws. 3 Rowland, p. 121. 
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pay at the end of the year. The ’Tunc rent, was a fum of money 
payable by four villain townfhips in every conimot , of five (hillings 
a year ceffable on particular trevs. Rents of fome kind or other 
were originally fixed to be ceffable on all tenures whether free 
or bond, fimilar to the Englifh foccage tenures. 

The freeholder had a legal right in the property of his land, 
on the performance of the ftipulated conditions; but that right 
might be forfeited, in certain cafes, to the prince or lord of the fee. 

The villains or vaflals, who were the tenants of the villanages, 
had no property in the lands afligned them; but enjoyed only 
the occupancy and pofleffion of them during the pleafure of the 
prince or lord ; they being confidered only as (laves, to be placed 
in any fituation at the will of their mailers. They paid however 
a. rent to their lord; and thofe rents which were charged on 
villain tenures were prccife and dated; and payable, as the rents 
of freeholds were/on certain and fixed days." 

The nature of thofe fervices, which the feveral trevs, or the 
particular tenures in every manor, were obliged to perform, is 
here attempted to be explained. In general, the prince had a 
Llys or palace in every cantrev ; a chapel likewife, with the necef- 
fary appendages of mills, offices, and other conveniencies. In 
fupport of thefe, the fervices of tenants in the cantrev where the 
palace was built, were appropriated in various ways ; and the 
lands belonging to the palace were parcelled out to tenants, on 

* Rowland’s Mona, p. 122, 123. 
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the conditions of performing fnch private and domestic fervices. 
Thofe tenants were called in many places Gioyr Mad, Gwyr tir 
y Porth, and Gwyr Gwaith. The fervice under the title of Gwyr 
Mad, is fuppofed to have been the prince’s local guard who 
were obliged to arm themfelves, and to keep watch and ward 
about the palace. The fervice bearing the name of Gwyr tir 
y Porth, was to cultivate the com lands, referved by the prince in 
every manor for his corn provifion. The duty implied by Gwyr 
Gwaith, was an obligation on particular tenants of working for 
the prince at their own charge. The remaining tenants were 
obliged to repair the walls of the palace, or the hall, the chapel, 
or other appendages of the prince’s houfe. In every cantrev, there 
were fome tenants bound by their tenures to carry ftones, or 
corn j to repair the roof of a mill, the walls, and the water- 
courfe ; to carry large ftones and pieces of timber for the ufes of 
the mill. Some tenants, alfo, by their tenures, were obliged to 
repair weirs, to carry wattles and brufli wood, to hedge about 
warrens, and fome to attend the offices of the larder and kitchen. 1 

The duties, which were due from other tenants, whether free 
or bond, to the prince or the lord, were various; and both of a 
civil and military nature. They were . obliged, to appear in the 
court of the prince, whenever they received a fummons; which 
without great peril they could not difobey. They were under 
obligation to appear in the court of the cantrev in which they 
refided. Their appearance was equally neceflary in the county 
court. 1 This was their great court of common pleas, and of 

1 Rowland, p. 124, 125. * So Rowland calls it. 
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high authority: its jurifdi&ion extended over the whole diftrift. 
They were obliged to grind their com at a particular mill, and 
to pay as a grift-toll the thirtieth part j which appears to have 
been very confiderable, when it is confidered that the repairs of 
the mill lay entirely upon the tenants. Thofe who were not 
concerned in thele repairs, were yet obliged to make and to clear 
the water-courfes belonging to it j befides the different kinds 
of carriage that were impofed on them, efpecially the conveyance 
of corn j which was for the ufe, or was the immediate property 
of the prince. 

The tenants in common were obliged to array, and to follow 
the prince to war whenever they were fummoned for that pur- 
pofe. This was a general obligation, equally impofed on the no¬ 
bility and oil the people at large. The fame duties were likewife 
due from the tenants of inferior diftri&s to their refpe&ive and 
immediate lords. This obligation of attending their prince or 
lord in war was not equal upon all j fome tenants qwe only 
liable to go for a limited time, and to a limited place} while 
others were obliged to give their attendance during the war, with¬ 
out any limitation, equipped and maintained at their own ex¬ 
pence. This duty, fo indefinite and peremptory, was called 
Gwaith Milwyr; and no doubt was a kind of knight’s fervice.' 

There were five other duties, of a civil nature, incident to 
particular tenures. The nature of thofe duties are not certainly 
known at this diftance of time j but they may perhaps be ex- 

* Rowland’s Mon. p. i*6. 
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plained in the following manner. The courts of the Welfh princes 
being ambulatory,.removing from manor to manor, and not fixed 
to any certain place; their h'oufes likewife being infufficient to 
hold the numerous retinue which ufually attended the prince * 
it is rcafonablc to fuppofe, that a fuitable provifion was every 
where made for their reception and maintenance. The tenants 
of that manor, in which the prince came to refide for a certain 
time, were obliged of courfe to receive, and to fupport fo many 
of the prince’s officers and fervants, as each of them was under the 
obligation of performing j agreeably to the conditions flipulated 
in their refpe&ive tenures. Such, it is probable, was the duty 
called Cylch Stalon , of entertaining the prince’s grooms, and 
finding provifion for fo many of his horfes, for fuch a time, 
and by fuch tenants of the manor, as were fpecified in the tenures 
of each. So, likewife, Cylch Rhaglon , was the obligation of enter¬ 
taining the prince’s fteward, by fuch and fo many of the tenants 
as were obliged, each in his turn to receive that officer. Cjflch 
Hebogyddion , was another duty of providing for the prince’s 
falconers and his hawks. Cylch Greorion, as it was called, was 
the obligation of entertaining by turns, on each tenant for a 
limited time, the keepers of the prince’s live ftock and cattle j 
fuch, it is probable, as were defigned for daughter, for the ufe 
of the royal houfehold, while the prince refided in the manor. 
This was afterwards commuted for, by the payment of a certain 
fom of money, called Arian Greorion. The laft duty ftiled Cylch 
Dowrgon , was the obligation on certain tenants, by turns, to re¬ 
ceive, and provide for the huntfman and his dogs; during the 
prince’s refidence,. or when he came for the purpofe of huntin £ 
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in any trev or manor. It is probable, that when the prince of 
Wales did not make his progrefs among his tenants at the ufual 
times, they paid him, in lieu of fuch duties, a fum of money, 
which was called Art an Givcjlva.' 

Three lpecies of mul6b were another fource of revenue anting 
to the prince, and incident to particular tenures. Amivobr was 
a mulft of five or ten {hillings, payable by particular trevs and 
gavels , for the incontinency of women.* It was alfo a fine anciently 
paid to the prince or lord of the fee, at the marriage of a vaflal's 
daughter. 1 

Obcdiiv, was a fum of money rated on feveral trevs j and 
payable to the prince or chief lord, as a mortuary for the death 
of a tenant. This was fometimes called Obediio Dietifedd; when 
a fum of money was payable to the prince or lord, for a tenant 
dying without ifliie. Givobr , was a muldt of ten {hillings, paid 
to the prince or lord on the marriage of a vaflal’s daughter. 
This is faid to be a commutation in lieu of that barbarous cuftom, 
that was in ufe in the times of Paganifm; of the right which the 
lord had of deflouring a virgin on the firft night of her marriage 
with a vaflal/ 

As the lower forts of people were liable to perform certain 
fervices to their prince or lord, fo the nobility were bound by 

1 Rowland’s Mon. p. 128,129. Dr. Davies’s Dictionary on the word gwjlva. 

* Rowland, p. 129. * Dr. Davies’s Dictionary on the word amnuobr. 

* Rowland, p. 130. 
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the exprefs conditions of their refpettive fees, to pay attendance 
to their fovereign prince. This attendance was different, ac¬ 
cording to the feveral occafions of the prince in peace or in war. 
Thefe lords had likewife under them, freehold and vaflal tenants; 
over whom they themfelves were lords in fee. Depending on 
thofe conditions, the nobility had offices and trufts both civil and 
military conferred upon them; as well as titles that were mi- 
nifterial and honorary. 1 The family of Hwfa ap Cynddelw, 
of Prefaddfed in Anglefey, held their eflates in fee j on the 
condition of attending the prince’s coronation, and ©f bearing 
up the right fide of the canopy over his head. The bifhop of 
Bangor, likewife, enjoyed fome advantage, by his peculiar office 
of crowning the prince, and of being his principal chaplain. 
In the fame manner, moft of the nobility were bound to particu¬ 
lar attendances by the exprefs conditions of their land tenures ; 
befides thofe particular duties which they in general were obliged 
to perform as fubje&s by homage and fealty. When properly 
fummoned, if the nobility negle&ed to perform thefe condi¬ 
tions, their eftates were liable to forfeiture, and their perfons to 
be banifhed the realm. This mode of punifhment, by banifhing 
the offender, was moft commonly ufed by the Welfh princes. 1 

There were many tenures in Wales,’ which were held of 
neither prince nor lord j but under certain faints, or patrons of 

• Rowland, p. 130. * Rowland’s Mon. p. 13*. 

1 Thefe notices of the feveral diviiions of the country are taken from the report* 
giv«n in upon oath by thofe men, who were appointed by Edward the Firft for 
afeertaiuing the princes rights, and the tenures in Wales. 
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churches ; the tenants of which lands called themfclves abbots. 
As moft of thefe faints had the privileges of fanfluary originally 
eftablilhed in them, it is probable, that one condition of thofe 
tenures was, to maintain and fupport thefe places of refuge, and 
the perfbns protefted in them} and likewife to fee that their 
privileges, with other rights thereunto belonging, were from 
time to time prelerved and kept inviolate.' 

The princes of Wales ufually wore on their bonnets or 
helmets a coronet of gold j being a broad lace or headband 
indented upwards, and fet with precious ftonos. 1 

From the few traits which are here given of the private man¬ 
ners and cuftoms of the ancient Welfli, we may form a lively idea 
of their genius j and may alfo diferiminate what was peculiar in 
their national charafter. Hence, too, we are enabled to account 
for a variety of fplendid aftions which flrike our wonder} and 
intereft our feelings for the fate of a brave people, who were 
fo often thrown into fituations, fuddeu and rapid in their 
changes, and which appear to be fmgular in the hiftory of 
nations. 

t Rowland's Mon. p. 13*. 

* Welfli Chron. p, 36. The illegitimate children of the princes of Wales were 
not allowed to bear their father's arms ; and if permitted, yet not without carrying 
on them fome marks of peculiarity. Brit. Ant. revived by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 31. 
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There was fomething in the Saxon chara&er, fo little fuf- 
ceptible of thofe impreflions which polifli and humanize the 
rudeft natures, that even at this period they retained their na¬ 
tive barbarifm. And as the Wellh, confined in narrow limits, 
were fcarcely confidered as objects of fear, the Saxon princes 
turned their arms againft each other;' giving their enemies the 
vindidfive confolation of feeing the miferies of war retaliated on 
themfelves. Thefe calamities were likewife increafed by the 
Danes} who began, about this time, to infeft the coafts of 
Britain.* And the Welfh, no doubt, would have feen with 
pleafure the eftedls of a ftorm, beginning to burft upon the 
heads of their enemies, if they themfelves had not been equally 
liable to the danger. But as a means of fecurity, warned by 
the fatal remiflhefs of the Saxons, they with great fecrecy and 
diligence increafed their naval force; reafonably expcdling by 
fnch a force to repel the Danifh invafions; or, it is probable, 
in cafe of ncccffity they might hope to fecurc a retreat.’ 

In the courle of their incurfions tlic city of St. David was laid 
in allies by the Saxons; and that event was preceded by an 
cclipfc of the fun lind moon; a terrible diftemper likewife feized 
upon cattle ; 4 and the next year the city of Diganwv was de- 
ftroydd by lightning/ Thefe incidents, arifing from natural 
caufes, were marked by fuperftition as prefages of national ca- 


* Humfrcy Lhuyd’s Bicviary, p. 13. 

1 Vcrftcgan, chap. VI. p. 155. WcHh Chron. p. 20. Saxon Chron. p. 64. 
s Berkeley’s Naval llifl. p. 61. 4 Welfli Chron. p. 21. 

s Humfrcy Lliuyd’s Brcv. p. 66. 
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lamity. From this time,' Diganwy ceafed to be the refidence 
of the kings of North Wales. 

In right of that equal diftribution of property which took 
place in Wales by the cuftom of gavel kind, Howel, the 
younger fon of the late king Rodcric Moelwynoc, laid claim 
to the ifland of Mona, as his part of his father’s inheritance. 
This claim was difputed by Cynan Tindaethwy, the reigning 
prince, and his eldeft brother; and each fide prepared to put it 
to the decifion of arms; but a vidtory, foon after gained by 
Howel, gave him the pofieflion of the ifland. The two princes, 
the one eager to maintain his patrimony, and the other to reco¬ 
ver the territory which had been torn from him, oppofed each 
other a fecond time; but with the fame event, the battle ending in 
favour of IIowcl.’ Enraged at thefe defeats, Cynan Tindaeth¬ 
wy was determined, by a vigorous effort, at every hazard of his 
crown and his life, to recover the ifland and the reputation of 
his arms. In purfuance of this refolution, he railed an army 
a. i>. and marched againft his brother; but Howel, feeing himfelf 

(l I y * ^ ^ 

unable to oppofe a force fuperior to his own, withdrew from the 
conflict, and efcaped to the ifland of Man; leaving Mona in the 
pofieflion of the conqueror. 1 

Cynan Tindaethwy did not long enjoy the fruits of his 
good fortune; for he died foon after, and left the kingdom of 
North Wales to Efyllt his daughter; married to Mervyn Vrych, 

* Humfrey Lhuyd’s Brev. p. 67. * Welfli Chron. p. 21, 22. ) Ibid. p. 22. 
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the king of Man, and a defendant, by the maternal line, from 
the houfe of Powys. 1 

On the death of the late prince, Mervyn Vrych and Efyllt 
fucceedcd to the fovereignty of North Wales ;* annexing the Ifland 
of Man to their other dominions. 1 

In the early part of their reign, 4 Egbert king of the Weft 
Saxons invaded Wales with a powerful army; defolated the 
country as far as the mountains of Snowdun, 5 and feifed on 
the lordfhip of Rhyvonioc. 6 He then advanced to Mona, and 
took pofleffion of that ifland, having fought a bloody battle with 
the Welfh at Llanvacs near Beaumaris; 7 and though the ifland 
was foon recovered by king Mervyn, and the Saxons were driven 
out, it loft at this period the ancient name of Mona; and was 
afterwards by the Englifti called Anglcfey, or the Englifhmen’s 
Jfle/‘ This formidable inroad was no fooner over, as if the 
Welfh were to enjoy no interval of peace, than Kenulph, king 
of Mercia, in two fuccefiive inroads, committed great devalua¬ 
tion in Weft Wales and in Powys. 9 

The valour and the policy of Egbert, at this period, had 
united the Saxon heptarchy into one kingdom. 10 And fuch 

» Welfli Cliron. p. 22. 1 Rowland Mon. Ant. p. 188. 3 Ibid. p. 173. 

4 Matth. Wellm. p. 224, 227, recites three different invafions of Wales by Egbert, 
in which he fubdued that country, and made its kings tributary, A. D. 810, 811, 830. 

3 Yiyri in the Wellh, fignilying mountains of fnow. Humfrcy Lhuyd, p. 65. 

e WclIhChron. p. 24, 25. 7 Ibid. 8 Rowland Mon. Ant. p. 172, 173. 

9 Chron. of Wales, p. 25. 10 Fabian, p. 184. Rowland Mon. Ant. p. 272. 
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ail union, under a vigorous adminiftration, might have proved 
fatal to the Welfli > if the attention of the Saxon prince had 
not been diverted from foreign conquefts to the fecurity of his 
own territories. To confolidate more elofely the various parts of 
his dominions, he gave to the whole of his new kingdom the 
common name of England and at this junfture, every fpecies 
of union was neccflary to oppofe the formidable and increaling 
invafions of the Danes. A large body of thefe people landed 
about this time in Weft Wales j* and fuch was the animofity 
of the Welfli, and fuch the wretched alternative left them, that 
they united with the Danes in a common intcreft, as the lefs 
and more diftant evil, to wreak their vengeance upon the Saxons, 
and to eftablifli the Danifli power on the ruin of more imme¬ 
diate and hereditary enemies. 

The Welfli, in confequence of this alliance, joined their 
forces with the Danes; and after having ravaged a great part 
of his dominions, and deftroyed many of his caftles and fortified 
towns, they fought a fevere battle with the Saxon prince upon 
Ilengift Down; but in this adtion, they fuftained a terrible 
defeat, with the flaughter of a great part pf their army.’ In- 
ccnfed at this invafion, and alarmed at the confequence of fuch 
alliances in future, Egbert made war upon the Welfli, and in- 
vetted the city of Cheftcr j determined that they fliould feel the 


* Humfrcy Lint) d’s Brcv. p. 13. Verftcgan, c. V. p. 1 jj. 
* Grafton’s C’hron. p. 132. Citron, of Wales, p. 27. 

3 Saxon Chron. p. 72. Matth.Weflra. p. 227. 
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utmoll effe&s of his refentment and power. This city had 
hitherto remained in the poffeffion of the Welfii,' and was re¬ 
garded as an important poft upon the frontier. It was taken at 
this time by Egbert.* Among other marks of his indignation 
againft the very memory of the Britons, he gave orders that the 
brazen ftatue of Cadwallon fliould be taken down and defaced 
he likewife ifl’ued a proclamation, that all the men, with their 
wives and children, who were defeended from Britifh blood, 
fliould depart his territories in fix months, on pain of death ;* 
and to add injury to infult, he made another law, as favage 
as it was unavailing; which affixed the penalty of death to 
every Welffiman, who palled the limits of Offa’s Dyke, and 
fhould be taken on the Englilh borders/ More coercive re- 
ftraints were neccflary than fuch a feeble barrier and futile law, 
though the hand of power had drawn an arbitrary line, which 
infulted the feelings, and entrenched on the rights of a warlike 
and irafcible people. 

This Saxon prince died foon after the fiege of Chefter j and a. n. 

S-’S* 

his death probably fufpended for feveral ages the deftiny of J ’ 
Wales. 

A short ceffation of the Danifh inroads gave leifure to 
Berthred, the tributary fovereign of Mercia, to renew hoftilities 


* Chron. ofWalcj, p. 27. * Grafton’s Chron. p. 132. Fabian, p. 184. 

3 Stowe’s Chron. p. 77. 4 Chron. Wales, p. 27, from Ranulph Ccftr. 

J Speed’s Chron. p. 318, from Joa. Bcverlenfis. 
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againft the Welftij' and a fcvere battle was fought by the two 
princes, at a place called Kettel, upon the frontiers; in which 
Mervyn, the king of North Wales was flain; who left his eldeft 

A. D. fon, named Roderic, to fucceed to his dignity. 1 

843. 

The profpeft now opens under a new point of view; the 
memorable reign of Roderic. This young prince fucceeded 
to his father’s throne with a greater extent of territory than 
had fallen to the fliare of any Cambrian fovereign.—He enjoyed, 
by the right of his father and mother, the fovereignty of the 
Ifland of Man, with the territories of North Wales and Powys j 
and having married Angharad the heirefs of South Wales, of 
courfe the whole province of Cambria centered in his perfon. 1 
The firmnefs refulting from this union, the nature of the 
country and valour of the inhabitants, their inveteracy againft 
the Saxons, and the perilous fituation of that people, were im¬ 
portant advantages which opened with the reign of Roderic. 
If this fortunate combination of circumftances had been dire&ed 
agreeably to a wile policy, it would probably have fecured the 
independency of Wales; and have fixed its government upon a 
bafis fo folid and permanent, that it might have fuftained the 
ftorms of ages; and have fallen at length amidft the ruins of 
time, unlefs undermined by the refinements and luxury, of a 
bordering, a more civilized and powerful people. 


* Saxon Chron. p. 75. * Wclfli Chron. p. 27, a8. 

1 Rowland, p. 173,188. Wcllh Chron. p. 31. 
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Instead of taking advantage of this fortunate conjuncture, 
a crifis which will never more return in the annals of Wales, 
a fatal and irreparable meafure took place. For llodcric, early 
in his reign, divided his dominions into three Principalities; 
which during his life, were governed by- chieftains aCting under 
his authority j and this Angular event feems to have arifen from 
the narrow idea, that the Wellh, accuftomed to be ruled by their 
native princes, ought not to yield obedience to a common fove- 
reign. 1 

The death of Mervyn Vrych, and the late victory obtained 
over the Welili, flattered Berthred the Mercian prince, with the 
hopes of farther fuccefs from the youth and inexperience of 
Roderic. Agreeable to this defign, and ftrengthened by the aid 
of Ethulwulph, thek’ngof England, he entered North Wales 
with a powerful army, 1 and advanced as far as Anglefey; which 
he laid waftein a cruel manner.’ The young prince Roderic, on 
this trying occ:‘on, negleCted no exertion, which was due to 
his own honour and to the defence of his country. By the 
fpirited reflftance he made, the king of Mercia was prevented 
from making any great progrefs in the ifland: and foon after, 
fortunately for the Wellh, the attention of that prince was em¬ 
ployed in the protection of his own dominions from the power 
of the Danes.* The inroads of thefjb people increafing every day, 

* Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p.174. 

* Sim. Dunclmr, p. 120, 139. Hift. Angl. Script. Mattli. Wcflm. p. ,31. 

J Chron. Wales, p. 35. 

Simon Dunclmc, Ann, 874. Saxon Chron. p. 82. Chron, of Wales, p. 3J. 
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the Englilh, fully employed in attending to their own fafety, left 
the Welfh to enjoy many years afeafon of unufual tranquility. 

If Roderic had pofieffed the qualities of a truly great prince, 
he would at leaft, at this fortunate period, have attempted to 
provide againft future evils j and the nature of his country, inter¬ 
fered by rivers and fortified witli mountains, and almoft fur- 
rounded by the ocean, might have pointed out the rational 
means of defence. Had this prince made a proper ufe of the 
lcifure which the troubles in England had given him, he would 
have placed garrifons in the frontier towns, would have col¬ 
lected magazines, and fortified the pafles; and he would have 
exerted his utmoft ability, to fccure his country from foreign 
invaders, by forming a naval power; he would, alfo, have en¬ 
deavoured to reduce his fubjeCts to a juft fubordination, by pro¬ 
moting among them a fpirit of union, and a ftcady obedience to 
the laws. Inftead of thefe regulations, that period feems to 
have been diftinguilhed by a total neglect of every meafure, which, 
if fteadily purfued, might have given fecurity to his kingdom. 

At this time Alfred had afeended the throne of England.' 
Engaged through his reign, in affairs of war or legiflation, or 
in introducing into his kingdom learning and the arts, this 
prince filled every department in the ftate, andthofe appertaining 
to fcience, with men of the greateft abilities.* Having founded 
the univerfity of Oxford, he invited cut of Wales two perfons 


’ William Mai in (bury, lib. II. cap. IV. p. 42. 
1 l’o'y.lore Viryil, lib. V. p. 106. 
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diftinguiflied for their learning; John, furnamed Scotus, and 
Affer, who had been educated in the college of St. David; the 
former of whom he appointed a profeflor in the univerfity he 
had lately eftabliflied.’ And, taught by experience the impolicy 
of contending with the Danes by land, and the neceffity of efta- 
blifhing fuch a navy as might enable him to oppofe them at 
fea, he engaged in his fervice many Wclffimen acquainted with 
the art of (hip-building; whom he appointed fuperintendants of 
the dock yards, and afterwards employed in honourable Rations 
in the fleet. 1 

Tiie Danes, having received a repulfe in England, and being 
by treaty obliged to relinquifli that country, made a defeent on 
the ifland of Anglefey; where in two battles they met with a very 
fpirited oppofition from Roderic; one of which was fought at 
Bangole, and the other at Menegid. At the fame time, South A. d. 
Wales was invaded by another body of Danes, who defolated 
that country, and laid the churches and religious houfes in ruins. 5 

About this time Roderic changed the royal refidcnce from 
Cacr Scgont 4 to Abcrffraw in Anglefey. 5 It is ftrange, that he 
fliould defert a country where every mountain was a natural 
fortrefs, and in times of fuch difficulty and danger, fliould make 
choice of a residence fo expofed and defencelefs. 


i Chron. of Wales, p. 33. 1 Berkeley’s Naval Hill. Brit. p. 69. 

j Wclfli Chron. p. 34- 4 Near thc prefent town of Caernarvon. 

5 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 173, 
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An interval of quiet from the Danes, gave the Englilh another 
opportunity of making a dcfcent on the ifland of Anglesey 
which they invaded with a formidable army. The Wellh king, 
oppofing them with his ufual gallantry of fpirit, at length fell 
A. n. in the defence of his country; being (lain with Gwyriad his 

87 7 

' ' brother, in one of the battles which he fought with the Englilh 
in the courfc of that expedition. 1 

It has been already obferved, that the late prince, in the courfc 
of his reign,'had divided his dominions into three diftindt fove- 
reigntics; which he left to his fons Anarawd, Cadcll, and Mervyn.* 
But, agreeably to the fpirit and cuftorn of gavel-kind, though 
each fovereign pofiefied a diftindt authority within his own do¬ 
minions ; yet a pre-eminency over the other princes was eftablilhcd 
in the kings of North Wales.’ He ordained that the princes of 
South Wales and Powys Ihould each of them pay yearly to the 
fovereign of North Wales, a tribute 4 called Maelged\ of lixty- 
three pounds, as a mark of fubordination ; s but the royal tribute, 
or Teyrngcd, which was due from Cambria to the imperial crown 
of London, agreeably to the ancient laws, was ordained in future 
to be paid by the kings of North Wales. 6 Regarding likewile 

* Welfli Chron. p. 35. 1 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 174. 

} Britifh Antiquities Revived, by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p.8,35,40. Rowland 
Mon. Ant. p. 174, 175. Humfrcy Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 64, 65. 

4 Thefe tributes, according to Vaughan of Hcngwrt in Brit. Ant. Rcviv. p. 39, 
40, were paid in the following manner. The kings of North Wales were to pay 
^63 to the crown of London ; the princes of Powys four tons of flour; and the 
piinces of South Wales four tons of honey to the fovereigns of North Wales. 

* H. Lhuyd, p, 64,65. Rowland, p.175. 6 Ibid, 
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his eldeft fon Anarawd as the immediate heir of the Cynethian 
line, he left to him and to his fucceflors, the title of Brenhin 
Cymru Oil , or the king of all Wales.* 

. To cement more elofely in a common intercft his fons and 
their fucceflors; he enjoined, that if any two of thefe princes 
fliould happen to differ about their particular interefts, in fuch 
cafe the third lhould interfere, and fliould finally arbitrate the 
matter. 1 It was ordained, that if any difference fliould arife 
between the princes of North and South Wales, they fliould all 
meet at Bvvlch-y-Pawl, in the prelent county of Montgomery, 
and the prince of Powys was appointed the umpire. If the 
princes of North Wales and Powys fliould be at variance, they 
were all to alienable at Morva-Rhiunedd on the banks of the Dee, 
ami the prince of South Wales was to determine the controverfy. 
If the difpute fliould aril'e between the princes of Powys and 
South Wales, the meeting was appointed to be held at Llys Wen 
upon the river Wye, and the matter in contention was to be de¬ 
cided by the king of North Wales.’ Roderic muff: have been 
little acquainted with human nature, to imagine that fuch regu¬ 
lations were fufficicnt to counteract, at a diftant period, the wild, 
paflions and ambition of princes. 

Other inftitutions better marked the ftrength and liberality 
of his mind. He ordained, that if their leparate territories fliould 
be invaded by a foreign enemy, the three Wellh princes were 
in that cafe to aflift, and to afford mutual protection to each 
other: that caftles and other il .,ng holds fliould be fortified and 

* Rowland, p. 174, 175, 1 Itiia* p. 1 75 *■ 3 Wynne’s Hilt. Wale*, p. 35. 
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kept in repair : that the churches and religious houfes fhould be 
rebuilt and adorned: that the Britifli hiftory fhould be faithfully 
tranferibed and enlarged : and that the archives of Britain, the 
monuments of her glory, fhould be carefully depofited in the 
monafterics of Wales.' 

From fuch attentions as thefe, or perhaps from a comparifon 
with the other Welfh princes in extent of dominion, and in 
perfonal ability, Roderic hath gained from pofterity the furname 
of Great . If to produce the wealth and grandeur, the fecurity 
and happinefs of a Rate, be the means of obtaining fuch a title; 
then, furely, the conduit of this prince gave him little claim to 
that honourable diftin&ion. Inftead of ailing up to the great 
defign of government, Roderic, without precedent to palliate, or 
apparent neceflity to enforce fuch a mcafure, yielded up the inde¬ 
pendency of Wales; enjoining his pofterity by a folemn refeript, 
to pay to the Saxon kings, as a mark of fubordination, a yearly 
tribute; a tribute, though arifing out of ancient laws, that was 
only due from the Cambrian to the BritiJlj princes; and which, no 
doubt, became from this period the bafts upon which was founded 
that claim of fupremacy ever after afterted by the Englifti. The 
divifion which Roderic had made of his dominions, was likewife 
the fource of civil diffenfions and national weaknefs j and was 
foon the caufe of a decline in patriotifm, and of a ftriking bar¬ 
barity in manners; a ferics of evils, which fucceffively produced 
the ruin of their differentiates and fcarcely ended with the con- 
quefl: of the Welfh, and after the lofs of their political exiftence. 

" Wynne’s Ilift. Wales, p. 35. 
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BOOK IV. 

FROM THE DEATH OF RODERIC THE GREAT TO THE DEATH 
OF BLEDDYN AP CYNVYN.. 

Thf. prefent sera opens a new profpect of the hiftory of Wales j 
in which this country, which in the late reign had centered in 
one fovereign, was divided into three diftind principalities. 

Anarawd, the deleft fon of Roderic the Great, fuccccded to a. d. 
the fovereignty of North Wales.' This territory was the Vote- y ' 7 ' 
docia of the Romans , 1 and was by the Britons called Gwynedh . 3 
The reftdence of the fovereigns of this diftrid was at Aberffraw 
in Anglefcyj in a palace which had been erefted during the life of 
king Roderic . 4 The kingdom of North Wales, in the four di- 
vifions of Anglefey, Arvon , 5 Meirionydh, and Perfeddwl ad , 6 con— 


. Rowland, p. 174. * Ilumfrey Lhuyd, p. 64. J Ibid. 

* Wclfh Chron. p. j6. Rowland, p. 174. 5 Signifying, above Mona. 

b The inward or. middle part. Ilumfrey Lhuyd, p. 64—66> 
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taining fifteen cantrevs , fubdivided into thirty-eight commotsf 
was bpunded on the weft and north by the Irifli Jfea; on the fouth 
weft by the river Dyvi, which feparated it from South Wales; 
and on the fouth and eaft, was divided from Powys and England 
by mountains and rivers, particularly by the Dee. ! The language 
fpoken in this country is efteemed the moft pure, and comes the 
neareft to that of the ancient Britons. Its inhabitants, from a 
variety of caufes, preferved their independency longer than the 
other principalities. Befides the valour of the people, and in 
general the public virtue of their princes, the natural fituation 
of the country of Snowdun, a range of mountains extending from 
one fea to the other, and guarded by two rivers difeharging 
themfelves into the ocean atTraeth Mawr, and Conway, formed 
a rampart exceedingly ftrong; over which the Welfli ufually 
retreated when they were prefled by the Englilh arms. The 
principal defiles likewife which opened through that range of 
vaft mountains were leaned by ftrong fortifications. The caftle 
of Diganwy was placed oppofite to the water of Conway, an arm 
of the lea v\ hich opened into the country ; that of Caer Rhun 
was filuated at the pafs of Bwlch y ddau-vaen, with a fort at 
Aber; Dolwyddelen caftle and a watch tower'were placed at 
Nant Frankon; Dolbadern caftle at Nant Peris; and the fort 
at Kidom was fixed at Nant tal-y-Llyn. The other pafs of 
Traeth Mawr was guarded by the ftrong caftles of Harlech on 
one fide of the bay, and of Cricieth on the other; with a watch 
tower at Kefel Gyfarch, and a fort at Dolbenmaen.’ Thefe 

' Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 5—8. * Humfrcy Lhifyd, p. 6£ 

i Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 148. 
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various fortifications, all of them placed in the moft advantage¬ 
ous fituations, marked, for a rude age, great military fagacity. 

Cadell, the fecond fon of the late prince, fucceedcd to the n - 

877, 

fovereignty of South Wales,* diftinguifiied by the name of 
Deheubarth, as lying to the fouth of the other provinces . 1 
The refidence of the princes of this country was at Dinevawr, * 
on the banks of the river Towi * in Caermarthenfliire; where a 
palace had been ere&ed by Roderick in a fituation ftrongly for¬ 
tified by woods and mountains ; and more convenient, on that 
account, than their ancient abode at Caermarthen upon the fame 
river; which was probably at this time in the pofleflion of the 
Englifh.’ This diftridt, the Demctia of the Romans, was di¬ 
vided into the prefent counties of Caerdigan, Pembroke, Caer¬ 
marthen, Glamorgan, Monmouth and Brecknock; it confided 
of twenty-fix cant revs > fubdivided into eighty-one commots •/' and 
was encompafled by the Irifli lea, by the Severn, and by the rivers 
Wye and Dyvi . 7 The continual influx of foreigners into this 
country hath been the means of debafing the language from its 
original purity.’ 

Mervyn, the youngelt fon of Roderic the Great, fuccceded .n .a 
to the principality of Powys.* The refidence of the princes of 
this country was at Mathraval in Monrgomcrylhire; at which 

i Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p, 174. * Ilumlrey Lhuyd’s Rrev. p. 64. 

1 Dinas Vawr, or the great palace. * T/tw. * Wynne’s Ilill. Wales, p. ^4. 
s liumfrey I.huyd, p. 79. 6 Wynne’s Hill. Wales, p. 16—20. 

7 Humfrey Lliuyd, p. 75,76* * Ibid. 9 Rowland’s Mon. p. 17^. 
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place a palace had been built by the late prince.’ The princi¬ 
pality of Powys, afterwards broken into the divifions of Powys 
Vadoc, and Powys Wenwynwyn ■/ had fourteen cantrevs, fubdi- 
vided into forty commots it was bounded on the north by North 
Wales, on the eaft by the country which lies between Chefter 
and Hereford, on the fouth by England, and on the weft by the 
river Wye, and by mountains which divide it from South Wales . 4 
The fertility and open fituation of this country, expofed it to 
continual invafions; and having more to dread from the arms 
of the Englilh, than to expeCt from the regular fupport of their 
countrymen, the princes of Powys took an early and frequent 
part in the interefts of England. 

Early in the reign of Anarawd, that prince had an op¬ 
portunity of affording to the northern Britons, the like friendly 
protection, which his anceftors had fo often received from their 
countrymen in Armorica. The remains of the Strath-Clyde 
Britons, having been harraffed by the Danes, Saxons and Scots ; 
and after feverc conflicts with them, having loft Conftantine 
their king in battle; applied to Anarawd for an afylum in his 
dominions . 5 This prince agreed to receive them on the only 
tenure incident to thefe turbulent ages, which was to obtain 
and to preferve a lettlement by the power of the fword. 

Under the conduCt of Hobart, thefe Britons came into 
Wales ; and having every motive of refentment and intereft to 

1 Rowland’s Mon. p. 175. * Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 70. 

3 Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 10, is. ♦ Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 70. 

3 Humfrey Lhuyd'sBrev. p. 51. 
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urge them to valour, they eafily difpofleffed the Saxons of that 
country which is fxtuated between the Dee and the Conway.' 

These people remained for a time in quiet poffdlion of their 
new kingdom, until Eadred the earl of Mercia, mortified with 
the difgrace his arms had fuftained, made preparations to recover 
the country which had been fo eafily torn from him.* The Bri¬ 
tons, having early intelligence of his defign, removed their cattle 
and other valuable effects beyond the river Conway. To fup- 
port his allies, and to expel from the bofom of his country its 
hereditary enemies, Anarawd exhibited a fpirit and a&ivity fuita- 
ble to the importance of the occafion; and having encountered 
the Saxons at Cymryd, about two miles from the town of Con¬ 
way, by his own gallantry and the bravery of his troops, he 
gave them an entire defeat. With a pious and honeft exulta¬ 
tion, the young prince called this memorable aftion DialRodri, i 
expreffive of the vengeance he had taken for his father’s death.* 
Purfuing their victory, the Wellh followed the Saxons into 
Mercia, laid wafte their borders, and returned into their own 
country loaded with valuable fpoils . 5 Anarawd, agreeably to 
the piety of thofe days, and to exprefs his gratitude for the late 
profperous event, endowed the collegiate church of Bangor, and 
that of Clynnoc Vawr in Arvon, with lands and great pof- 
fcfllons . 6 Thefe northern Britons, by ail unaccountable and fin- 

r Wynne’s Hift. Watcs, p. 38. Humf. Lluiyd, p. 31, 32. 

* Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 38. J Or Rodcric’s revenge. 

4 Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 38. s Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 38. 

* Ibid. Cainden’3 Brit. p. 671. 
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gular policy, were allowed to edablifh a feparate Bate in the vale 

of Chvyd, in Rhos, and in the conquered 1 country.* Part of 

this country had been called Tegenia by the Romans, Englefeld 

by the Saxons, and Tegeingl by the Wellh j but being now 

united with the other territories, the northern Britons gave to 

their new kingdom the name of Strath-Clwyd ;* part of it being 

fituated on the banks of the river Clwvd . 5 

* 

* 

Civil didenflon, an evil naturally fpringing out of the conduit 
of Roderic, and which foon fet afide his futile regulations, had 
already taken root in the bread's of his Tons. For Anarawd, 
after the late dorm was difperfed, probably on account of the 
tribute not having been paid , 4 united with the Englifh againd his 
brother the prince of South. Wales; and with their joint forces 
invaded his territory, and laid wade the country of Caerdigan,' 
and the vale alfo which borders upon the Wye in Radnorfliire.* 

The Danes being obliged to flee beforethe arms of Alfred, 
made a defeent upon the coad of Wales, and advanced into the 
country as far as Buellt , 6 and fome time after, being again 
difeomfited by that truly great prince, they laid wade the country 
of Brecknock, and other didrifts in South Wales . 7 

1 The country from Conwajialong the Dec toChcfler. * Welfli Chron. 

* YJlrad Chvyd. 1 Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 69. 

4 Britifh Ant. Revived by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 13, J Chron. Wales, p. 41. 

* rjlradgwy. « Wynne’s Hill. Wales, p. 41, 42. 1 Ibid. 
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A large body of the fame people landed again in Anglefey j 
but this invafion feems only to have been diftinguilhed by a 
battle fought at Meilon, and by the death of Mei'vyn the prince a. f>. 

900. 

of Powys . 1 

The fatal policy of Roderic became again confpicuous. Ca- 
dell the prince of South Wales, on the death of Mervyn his 
brother, took poffeflion by force of the principality of Powys j 
incited by ambition, or the jealoufy natural to brothers who enjoy 
an equal fhare in their father’s dominions and dignity.* 


Cadell, the prince of South Wales, dying in this year, was 
fucceeded by bis eldeft fon Howel> who likewifc annexed the 
fovereignty of Powys to his hereditary dignity . 1 


a. D. 

907. 


The city of Chefter, which had lain fome years in ruins fmee 
it had been demolifhed by the Danes , 4 was rebuilt and much 
improved by Elfleda, the wife of the tributary fovercign of 
Mercia:* flie likewife repaired the walls, and enlarged their 
circuit round the caftle, which before this time had been fitu- 
ated without the city . 6 


a. n. 

908. 


A few years after this event, Anarawd, the king of North A. n. 


Wales died, and left two fons, Edwal Voel, and Elis. 

* Chron. Wales, p. 42. * Wellh Chron. p. 35. 5 Wclfli Chron. p. 44, 46. 

* Saxon Annals, p. 9 5. * Math. Welim. Flores Hill, p. 269. 

6 Brampton’s Chron. p.838. .Fabian’s Chron. p. 224. Printed at London Ann. 
Dom. 1559. 
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Edwal Voel, the eldeft fon of the late prince, fucceeded 
to the fovercignty of North Wales; and was married to the 
daughter of his uncle Mervyn, the late prince of Powys.' 
Early in his reign the Irifh made a defeent on the ifland of An- 
glcfey, which they laid wafte in a cruel manner . 1 

Athelstane the king of England, having in feveral victories 
triumphed over the Danes and Scots, marched with an army 
into Wales; and at Hereford impofed on the princes of that 
country a yearly tribute of twenty pounds in gold, three hundred 
pounds in filver, and two thoufand five hundred head of cattle ; 
befides a certain number of hawks and hounds.’ This arbitrary 
tribute was no longer regarded by the Wellh, than while the 
kings of England had the power of enforcing its obfervance. 

A Welsh chieftain had been imprifoned in England; and 
his confinement being relented by Edwal Voel, probably as an 
infult offered to the independency of his crown, that prince, 
with his brother Elis, attempted by hoftilities to revenge the 
affront; but in the conteft they were both flain, fighting againft 
the Englilli and Danes/ The king of North Wales left fix 
fons, Meyric, Jevaf, Jago, Cynan, Edwal and Roderic; and 


1 Brit. Ant. Revived by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. 4. 

1 Welfli Chron. p. 45, 47. 

» Brompton’s Chron. p. 838, with refpcift to the tribute, with the difference only 
of doubling the number of cattle. Stowe’s Chron. p. 8 j. Welfli Chron. p. 50. 
Grafton’s Chron. p. 149, publiihed Ann. 1569. 

♦ Welfli Chron. p. 51. 
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his brother Elis a. Ton called Cynan, and a daughter named 
Trawft.' 

The love of power is an active and commanding principle in 
man: to obtain and prefcrve it, he will employ his utmofl faga- 
city, and bend the full force of his various faculties. Even the 
wife and temperate mind of Howel, prince of South Wales, was 
not exempt from its influence. The great efteem into which this 
prince had arifen from a juft adminiftration, had probably 
gained him, fome years before, the fovereignty of Powys j and 
enabled him, at this time, by the acceflion of North Wales, a. d. 
to unite into one kingdom the three principalities.* Whether 9+ °* 
he obtained that dignity, folely, by the efforts of ambition ; or 
was called to it by the voice of the people; or that talents for 
government, in thefe difbrdered times, occafionally fet afide 
the regular courfe of fucceflion j it is certain, that the fons of 
the late prince, immediately on their father’s death, were 
fuperfeded by Howel; without any farther oppofition on their 
part, than unavailing murmurs and difeontent . 5 Whatever were 
the means by which he attained to the fovereignty of North 
Wales j his early attention to the common weal, and the mild 
tenor of his government, will, in fome meafure, palliate, though 
it can never vindicate upon any principle of expediency, an aft 
of injuftice. 

To reduce his fubjeds to a fenfe of order, and to render them 
fubordinate to civil authority, Howel determined to colled into 

* WcHh Chron. p. 51. Britifh Antiq. Revived by Vaughan Hengwrt, p. 14. 

* WelihChron. p; J*. J Ibid. p. 52, 
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one code the ancient cuftoms and laws of Wales; which, in 
the lapfe of ages, and in the confufion and turbulency of the 
times, had nearly loft their efficacy and weight. In j>urfu- 
ance of this defign, he convened the archbifhop of St. David, 
and other bifhops and clergy to the number of one hundred 
and forty, with the principal chieftains of Wales.: out of every 
commot were likewife fummoned fix perfons, diftinguifhed by 
their talents and virtues. This jjffembiy, forming a great na¬ 
tional council, met upon the banks of the Taf, at the white 
palace belonging to king Howel.' In order to give the meeting 
greater folemnity, and to implore the Divine Wifdom to in¬ 
fluence their counfcls, the kinghimfelf, with the whole affembly, 
remained during Lent in the continual exercife of prayer and 
other acts of devotion. As foon as this folemn preparation was 
finifhed, Howel fele&ed twelve perfons who were eminent for 
wifdom, gravity, and experience; and he joined in the com- 
miflion Blegorcd, the archdeacon of Llandaff-, a perfon highly 
diftinguifhed for learning, and a knowledge of the laws. This 
committee entered into a ftri& examination of the cuftoms and 
ancient inftitutions of Wales. With a judicious and diferimi- 
nating eye they aboliflicd every law become injurious or unne- 
ceflary; thofe, likewife, which time had rendered confufed and 
unintelligible, were explained with greater perfpicuity; and 
by a proper digeft of the whole, a fyftem was framed; which, 
allowing for limited ideas in jurifprudence, was wifely adapted 
to the genius, neceflitics, and fituation of the Welfh.* 


« WclfliChron. p. 53. 

6 


* tVclfli Chron. p. 53. 
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This fyftem was formed on the bafis of the ancient national 
laws,' 

After the new code of laws had been read, proclaimed, and 
ratified by the public approbation; three copies of them were 
put into writing; one of which was defigned for the ufe of the 
prince, and to follow his court ; and the others were depofited 
in the palaces of Aberffraw and Dinevawr. This may be con- 
fiderecl as a tolerable advance in juridical policy, for that age; 
when private rights and public laws had been, in a great mea- 
furc, tranfmitted by local cufloms and immemorial tradition. To 
add Hill greater authority to the laws, and to ftamp them as 
objects of religious veneration ; the archbifliop of St. David de¬ 
nounced excommunication on all who fliould violate them. In¬ 
fluenced, likewife, by the fpirit of the age, or defirous of render¬ 
ing fuch a ceremony fubfervient to his views, Howel, attended 
by the archbifliop of St. David, the bifhops of Bangor and St. 
Afaph, and thirteen other perfons of diftin&ion, proceeded to 
Rome j where the new fyftem of legiflation was folemnly rati¬ 
fied by the Pope; and having thus given the laft fan&ion to his 
laws, he returned into Wales.* 

The mild temper of this prince feems, in fome meafure, to 
have influenced the tranfa&ions of his reign ; few military inci¬ 
dents having difturbed it during a period of forty years. At this 

* Said to have been originally framed by Moelmutius, {Dyfnwal Moclmud) who 
reigned in Britain 441 yean before ChrHt. Holinfliead, p. 177. 

1 Welfli Chron. p. 54. 
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time, however, the Englifh, with a confiderable force, invaded 
North Wales ■, and after they had laid wafte the fmall territory of 
Strath-Clwyd, returned into their own country . 1 

A few years after this event king Howel died; leaving four 
fons, Owen, Rhun, Roderic, and Edwyn j who, dividing among 
themfelves the principalities of South Wales and Powys, relin- 
quifhed North Wales to the right heirs, Jeuav and Jago j the 
fons of Edwal Voel.‘ 

The death of this amiable prince, who had long enjoyed the 
mild honours refulting from peace, and the public efteem, fpread 
univerfally the deepeft forrow. As a grateful memorial of his 
virtues, pofterity have given him the fumame of Dha, or the 
Good. His code of laws is the belt eulogium to his memory $ 
and raifes him as much above the reft of the Cambrian princes,* 
as peace and gentleneis of manners, and a regulated ftate j are 
preferable to the evils infcparable from war, to the fiercenefs of 
uncivilized life, and to the habits of a wild independency. 


* Welfh Chron. p. 58. * Ibid. p. 58. 

* From this companion it is the author’s meaning to except thofe Britifh and 
Cambrian princes who defended their country from the rapacity or ambition of 
foreign enemies: a conduct titan which nothing can be more meritorious, or icarcely 
any thing have a higher claim on the refpeft and gratitude of mapkind. 


THE 



Book IV. 


LAWS OP HOWEL DHA. 


H7 


THE LAWS of HOWEL DHA were divided into three 
parts, each of which had a diftinCt and feparate object } the 
king’s prerogatives, with the ceconomy of his court j the affairs 
of civil jurifprudcncc j and the criminal law. 

The king poflefied, by virtue of his prerogative, the patronage 
of monafleries ; the protection of public roads, the right of 
creating laws with confent of his people, of coining money 
within his dominions, and of prefiding in the principal caufes 
that related to himfelf, his crown, and its appendages. He was 
empowered to lead an army only once a year, and for no longer 
time than fix weeks, out of his kingdom within his own terri¬ 
tories he might at any time mufter his fubjeCts and conduct them 
to battle. He was privileged to hunt in any part of his do¬ 
minions. He had a power of compelling any of his fubjeCts to 
build the royal caftles. 

If any perfon addrefled the king with unbecoming and infolent 
language, he was conflrained to pay a fine of fix head of cattle. 
Offences againft the king were, to commit adultery with his 
queen, to kill his fubftitute, and violate his protection. The 
judges were confidered as the king’s fubftitutes. The fine for 
thefe treafons confifted of a rod of gold of the king’s ftature, 
a bull, and a hundred cows, from every cantrev or diftrift be¬ 
longing to the attainted perfon. For affafTinating the king the 
penalty was made threefold. 

U z 
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The witnefs or debtor who followed the found of the mili¬ 
tary horn, when the king marched to war, was excufcd from 
obedience to a legal fummons. At his acceffion he confirmed the 
rights of places of afylum ; and it was alfo his prerogative to 
fix the bounds of cantrevs and trevs. He had likewife a power 
of bringing to immediate trial cauies in which the crown was 
concerned, and of fetting afide a written law to make room for 
a traditional cuftom. There were fpecies of offences which gave 
the king the privilege of felling the offenders. The king was not 
amenable to his own judges. 

To moderate thefe exceffes of authority, fome limitations were 
thrown into the oppofite fcalc. If complaint was made that the 
king, or any of his fubftitutes, had violated the laws, and exer- 
cifed oppreffion} the matter was then to be decided by a verdid 
of the country; that is, by a jury of fifty men holding land, 
and fworn todojuftice; if the accufation was found to be juft, 
they ordered reparation to be made. The king had no power to 
punifli his fubjeds for offences committed out of his kingdom, 
or in the time of his predeceffor. Though he had granted 
to an abbey rights or privileges by which his prerogative was 
infringed, yet the law ordained that the grant fhould never be 
revoked; alledging, that it was more fafe to diminifh, than to- 
increafe the royal power. 

The Welfh, engaged in a roving and military life, had little 
leifure to exercife the arts, or to cultivate the ground; and of 
conference were, in fome degree, in a ftate of poverty. They 

had 
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had many ufages, however, which tended to make their princes 
opulent ; and to lupply them with the means of difplaying that 
unreihained hofpitality by which their refidence was rendered 
confpicuous. 

The king was the original landlord of the whole of his do¬ 
minions. The fervices by which lands were held under him were 
of three kinds; military fervice, fervice in the courts of law, 
and the payment of the public tribute; which in ancient times 
was made with horned cattle. When land, by negledting the 
fervice for the performance of which they were granted, or by 
. defer ting them without the king’s licence, were forfeited, they 
reverted to him. Ilis fubje&s were obliged to build the royal 
palaces, and, in a great meafure, they maintained his houfehold; 
he was entitled to all treafures wherever found; to all goods 
not claimed by any owner, and the polleffions of deceafed bifhops. 
Among the various produ&ivc fources of revenue, was the fale 
of honourable and lucrative places; and the efeheat of goods 
exceeding one pound in value; fuch as horfes, oxen, cows, gold, 
filvcr, and embroidered garments; efeheated goods of inferior 
price belonged to the royal officers and domeftics. According to 
the ancient divifion of Wales, fettled by its laws, a cantrev con¬ 
tained two commots ; a commot twelve manors; a manor four 
townfhips. A yearly tribute of one pound was due from every 
free manor, and was paid to the king in money; or in lieu 
thereof, a horfe load of the beft flour, a flaughtered ox, a calk 
of mead,* one hundred and fixty fheaves of oats for the pro- 
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vender of the king’s horfes, a fow, a flitch of bacon, and a vcflel 
of butter. This tribute was paid in the fummer. In winter the 
royal houfehold was in a great meafurc fupportcd by the free 
manors each of which paid likewifc two (hillings in money, to 
be divided among the domeflfics. Thofe manors which were not 
emancipated, but remained in a ftate of vaflalage, paid twice in 
the year a fmaller tribute * confiding of ale, butter, cheefe, bread, 
corn for provender, hogs and fheep. In every commot of Wales, 
two townfhips remained in the king’s private pofieflion, ungranted 
to any fubje<5l. A mayor and a chancellor fuperintended the 
royal demefnes; the latter officer had the privilege of being 
preceded by a virger j he had alfo the power of imprifonment, 
and was not liable to be taxed. Shipwrecks and all other things 
thrown up by the fea upon the fhore of the king’s pcrfonal eflates, 
became his property : when thrown on the territory of a bifhop, 
abbot, or any other lord, the king had alfo a right to an equal fhare. 

Besides thefe fources of advantage arifing to the king; there 
were many others which were confidered as the fruits of his pre¬ 
rogative. He had the efeheat of the goods of fuicides. Foreigners, 
who were vagabonds, and who were found in any part of his do¬ 
minions, were the property of the king. He was the proprietor, 
likewife, of waftes, forefts, and the fca. He had the power of 
commanding a workman from every town in villanage to ereft 
his tent. The villains of the crown were obliged to build for 
the king nine apa'rtments of his palace: the hall, the royal bed¬ 
chamber, the pantry, the ftable, dog kennel, the bam, the kiln, 
the privy, and the dormitory. Young women were accounted 
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among the fources of the king’s revenue j and to him a fee was 
paid on their marriage or violation. A fine was paid to the king 
on any breach of contract. A toll was alfo to be paid by every 
merchant fhip which came into the ports of Wales; and if any 
fhip, which had not paid toll, happened to be wrecked, its cargo 
was forfeited to the king. Vaflals, in a ttate of villanage, were 
obliged, nine times in the year, to furnilli the king’s horfes and 
dogs with provender, and his foreigners with provifion. They 
were likewife conftrained to yield up all their honey and fifh to 
the ufe of the court; and to provide horfes to carry the baggage 
and ammunition of the army. A third part of all military 
plunder was yielded to the crown. 

The Queen had a right of patronage, or protection j and re¬ 
ceived a third part of the revenues of the royal manors. The 
violation of her perfon was deemed among the treafonable offences j 
with the addition of a moiety to the ordinary penalty. A prefent 
of money was due to her, when her daughter was married. She 
had alfo a power to difpofe of a third part of what fhe had re¬ 
ceived from the king. 

The Heir Apparent was either the fon, the brother, the 
nephew, or coufin of the king: and it was believed that the 
king’s private promife or appointment could fecure the fucceflion 
to either of thefe kinfmen, without regard to nearnefs of blood. 
The laws placed him near the king’s perfon, and under his au¬ 
thority: he fat at the king’s table, and was ferved by the royal 
attendants. The king, the heir apparent, and the matter of the 
o palace. 
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palace, paid no portion with their daughters: the honour and 
influence derived from fuch an alliance was deemed an equiva¬ 
lent. Deformity of perfon, as well as incapacity of mind, dis¬ 
qualified the king’s fon or next of kindred from the government; 
as they did any fubjeft from public offices, and the inheritance 
of land. 

The Officers of the Household, and twelve gentlemen 
whofc tenures of land were by military Service, compoSed tlie royal 
guard; and were mounted upon horSes fumiflied by the king. 

The Royal Household confifted of the following officers 
and domeftics. 

The Master of the Palace. He was Sometimes the heir 
apparent, always of the royal blood. His authority extended to 
every perfon of die houfchold; and when any of them fell under 
the king’s difpleafure, this officer entertained him until a recon¬ 
ciliation was cffedted. He received a fliare of all military plunder; 
and, on three festivals in the year, was obliged by his office to 
deliver the harp into the hands of the domestic bard. He was alfo, 
it is probable, the king’s treafurer. 

The Domestic Chaplain, was by his office appointed to 
fay grace, to celebrate mafs, and to be confulted in matters of 
confcience. He was alSo Secretary to the king, and to the prin¬ 
cipal court of juftice. In the king’s abfence, the domeftic chap¬ 
lain, the judge of the palace, and the Steward of the houfehold, 
Supported the royal dignity, and exercifed the authority annexed 
to it. 
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The Steward op the Household, fuperintended the in¬ 
ferior domeftics j receiving, among other emoluments, the (kins 
of Iambs, kids, and fawns *, and all other creatures from an ox 
to an eel, killed for the u(e of the king’s kitchen. He was 
the king’s tafterj and drank, but did not eat, at the king’s 
table; He diftributed among the officers of the houfehold their 
wages; he affigned them proper feats in the hail of the palace, 
and allotted the apartments in which they were to deep. 

The Master of the Hawks, was required to deep near 
his birds: he had his bed in the king’s granary, where they 
were kept; and not in the palace, left they (hould be injured by 
the fmoke. He was reftri&ed to a certain meafure of mead 
and ale; that he might not negleift his duty. In fpring he had 
the (kin of a hind, and in autumn that of a (lag, for gloves to 
guard his hands, and thongs for the geffes of his hawks. The 
eagle, the crane, the hawk, the falcon, and the raven, were 
confidered as royal birds; when any of thefe were killed without 
authority, a fine was paid to the king. The king owed three 
lervices to the matter of the hawks; on the day when he took a 
curlieu, a hern, or a bittern. He held the horfe of this officer 
while fie took the bird; held his ftirrup while he mounted and 
difmounted j and that night honoured him likewife with three 
different prefents. If the king was not in the field, he rofe from 
liis feat to receive this officer upon his return * or if he did not 
rife, he gave him the garment which he wore at the time. 
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The Judge of the Palace. The court in which this judge 
prefided, was the principal court of Wales. It is faid that he al¬ 
ways lodged in the hall of the palace; and that the cufhion on 
which the king was feated in the day, ferved for his pillow-at 
night. On his appointment, he received an ivory chefs-board 
from the kingj a gold ring from the queen, and another gold 
ring from the domeftic bard; which he always kept as the 
infignia of his office. When he entered, or departed out of the 
palace, the great gate was opened for him; that his dignity 
might not be degraded by paffing under a wicket. He deter¬ 
mined the rank and duty of the feveral officers of the houfe- 
hold. He decided poetical contefts; and received from the vic¬ 
torious bard, whom he rewarded with a filver chair, the badge of 
poetical pre-eminence; a gold ring, a drinking horn, and a 
cufhion. If complaint was made to the king, that the judge of 
the palace had pronounced an unjuft fentence, and the accufation 
was proved; he was then for ever deprived of his office, and 
condemned to lofe his tongue, or pay the ufual ranfom for 
that member. The other judges were alfb fubje£t to thefe fevere 
but falutary conditions. A perfon ignorant of the laws, whom 
the king defigned to make his principal judge, was required to 
refide previoufly a whole year in the palace; that he^might 
obtain from the other judges, who reforted thither from the 
country, a competent knowledge of his profeffion and duty. 
During this year, the difficult caufes which occurred, were ftated 
and referred by him to'the king: at the expiration of this term 
he was to receive the facrament from the hands of the domeftic 
chaplain, and to fwear at the altar that he would never know- 
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ingly pronounce an unjuft fentence, nor ever be influenced by 
bribes or' intreaties, hatred or affettion: he was then placed 
by the king in his feat, and invefted with the judicial authority; 
and afterwards received prefents from the officers of the houfe- 
hold. It was reckoned among the remarkable and peculiar 
cuftoms of the Welfh, that the tongues of all animals flaugli- 
tered for the ufe of the king's houfehold, were given to the 
judge of the palace. 

Tiie Master of the Horse. His lodging was near the 
royal ftables and granary; and it was his duty to make an equal 
diftribution of provender among the royal horfes. From every 
perfon on whom the king had beftowed one of his horfes, this 
officer received a prefent. To him and to his equerries belonged 
all colts, not two years old; included in the king’s fliare of fpoils 
taken in war. To him alfo belonged the riding caps, faddles, 
bridles, and fpurs, which the king had ufed and laid afide. The 
fpurs, we are told, were of gold, filver, and brafs. It was part 
of his duty, to produce the horfe belonging to the judge of the 
palace, in good condition and in his complete furniture. The 
judge, in return for this care, inftru&ed him in the nature of 
his rank and privileges. The extent of his prote&ion was, the 
diftancc to which the fwifteft horfe in the king’s ftables could run. 

The Chamberlain, was obliged to eat and deep in the 
king’s private apartment, which he was appointed to guard. It 
was his duty to fill, and prefent to the king, his drinking horn; 
and to keep alfo his plate and rings, for all of which he was 

i 
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accountable. When the king’s bed-furniture and wearing ap¬ 
parel were laid afide, they were given to the chamberlain. If a 
perfon, walking in the king’s chamber at night, without a light 
in his hand, happened to be flain, the laws gave no compenfa- 
tion for his death. 

The Domestic Bard, was confidered as next in rank to the 
chief Bard of Wales. He was obliged, at the queen’s command, 
to fing in her own chamber, three different pieces of poetry 
fet to mufic j but in a low voice, that the court might not be 
difturbed in the hall. At his appointment he received a harp 
from the king, and a gold ring from the queen. On three great 
feftivals in the year, he received and wore the garments of the 
fteward of the houfehold j and at thofe entertainments fat next 
to the matter of the palace. He accompanied the army when 
they marched into the enemy’s country j and when they prepared 
for battle, he fung before them an ancient poem called Unbenniacih 
Prydaitty or the Monarchy of Britain; and for this fervice was 
rewarded with the moft valuable beaft of the plunder which they 
had taken in thefe incurfions. 

An Officer to command Silence. This he performed 
firft by his voice, and afterwards by ftriking with his rod of 
office a pillar near which the domeftic chaplain ufually fat:. 
and to him a fine was due for every difturbance in the court. 
He took charge of the implements of hufbandry, and of the 
flocks and herds belonging to the king’s demefiies, in the ab- 
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fence of the bailiff, or during the vacancy of his place. He was 
alfo a collector of the royal revenues. 

The Master of the Hounds; In the hunting feafon he 
was entertained, together with his fervants and dogs, by thofe 
tenants who held land in viilanage. Hinds were hunted from 
the middle of February to midfummer; and flags from that 
time to the middle of OClober. From the ninth day of No¬ 
vember to the end of that month, this officer hunted the wild 
boar. On the firfl day of November, he brought his hounds 
and all his hunting apparatus for the king’s infpe&ion: and 
then the Heins of the animals he had killed in the preceding 
feafon were divided, according to a fettled proportion, between 
the king, himfelf, and his attendants. A little before Chriftmas 
he returned to the court, to fupport his rank and enjoy his 
privileges. During his refidence at the palace he was lodged in 
the kiln-houfe, where corn was prepared by fire for the dogs. 
His bugle was the horn of an ox, valued at one pound. When¬ 
ever his oath was required, he fwore by his horn, hounds, and 
leafhes. Early in the morning, before he put on his boots, 
and then only, he was liable to be cited to appear before a court 
of judicature. The mailer of the hounds, or any other perfon 
who fhared with the king, had a right to divide, and the king 
to choofe. It was his duty to accompany the army on its 
march with his horn 3 and to found the alarm, and the fignal c£ 

battle. His protection extended to any diftancc which the found 

« 

of his horn could reach. The laws declared, that the beaver, 
the martin, and the float were the king’s property wherever 
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killed} and that with the furry (kins of thefe animals his robes 
were to be bordered. The legal price of a beaver’s fkin was 
Hated at ten {hillings.‘ 

The Mead-brewer. This liquor, which was the wine com¬ 
monly iifed by the Welfh, was made with honey mixed in a vat 
with boiling water, and fpiced. The wax feparated by this 
procefs from the honey, was partly given to the mead-brewer, 
and partly applied to the ufes of the hall, which was the re¬ 
fectory of the palace j and to thofe of the queen’s dining 
apartment. 

The Physician of the Household, was alfo a practitioner 
of furgery. In flight cafes.he cured the king’s domeftics without 
a fee. When he healed a common wound, he claimed the torn 
and bloody garments of the wounded perfon. When the brain 
was laid open, the bowels in fight; or a thigh, leg, or arm was 
fraCtured; he received one pound for the cure. He was entitled 
to a bond from the family of his patient; by which he was in¬ 
demnified, if d^ath fliould enfue: if he did not take this pre¬ 
caution, and the patient happened to die, he was liable to a legal 
profecution. He always attended the army on its march. 

The Cup-bearer, had charge of the mead-cellar, and filled 
and prefented the drinking-horns. 


* Lord Lyttelton, furely, was not apprifed of the teftimony of Howel’s laws, 
-when he ridiculed Giraldus’s account of beavers in Wales as fabulous. 
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The Door-keeper, -whofe duty it was to carry meflages to 
the king and his court.' His ftation and lodging was the gafe- 
houfe. He was required to know perfonally all the officers of 
the houfehold, that he might not refufe admittance to any of 
them j which refufal was confidered and punilhed as a violation 
of privilege. If he deferted his poft, and happened to receive any 
infult, he could obtain no compenfation. He cleared the way 
before the king; and with his rod kept off the crowd. He pre- 
ferved the hall of the palace free from intruders j and did not fit, 
but kneel in the king’s prefence. The door-keeper of the palace,, 
and the -door-keeper of the royal chamber, lodged with the gate¬ 
keeper in the gate-houfe. 

The Cook, to whofe office appertained the fkins of all ani¬ 
mals flaughtered for the ufe of the kitchen. He always carried 
the lafl: difh out of the kitchen, and placed it before the king j. 
who immediately rewarded him with meat and drink. 

The Sconce-bearer, who held wax tapers when the king fat 
in the hall, and carried them before him when he retired to 
his chamber. 

The Steward to the Queen ; this officer was alfb her 

tafter. He fuperintended her domeftics, and was entertained at 

her table. 

\ 

The Queen’s Chaplain, who was alfo her fecrctary j and 
received a fee for every grant or inftrument which bore her 

feal. 
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feal. He was alfo entertained in her dining apartment, and fat 
oppofite to her at table. He was entitled by his office to the 
penitential robes which the queen wore during lent. He lodged 
together with the king’s chaplain, in the facriftan’s houfe. 

The Master op the Horse to the Queen, was in 
feveral refpedts upon 'the fame footing with the king’s officer 
of the fame name. 

The Queen’s Chamberxain, tranfatted every bufmefs be¬ 
tween her apartment and the hall of the palace, and kept her 
wardrobe. His lodging was near the royal chamber, that he 
might be in readinefs whenever he was wanted. 

The Woman of the Queen’s Chamber, whole office it 
was to fleep fo near her miftrefs, as to be able to hear her 
fpeak though in a whifper. She was entitled to the queen’s 
linen, hairlaces, Ihoes, bridles, and laddies, when they were 
laid afide. 

The Door-keeper to the queen, lodged in the gate-houle. 

The Queen’s Cook. 

The Queen’s Sconce-beared. 

The Groom of the Rein j who, when the matter of the 
horfe was abfent, fupplied his place. He led the king’s horfe 
to and from the ftables, brought out his arms, held his ftirrup 
when he mounted or difmounted, and ran by his fide as his page. 


An 
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An Officer to support the King’s Feet at Banquets ; 
he was the foot-ftool of his throne, and the guard of his perfon. 
There was one in every cantrev. 

The Bait iff of the king’s demefne. It was his province to 
judge and to punifh the king’s private vaflals; and to him their 
hcriots and. amercements were paid. The fervants of the chan¬ 
cellor and the officers of the revenue drove into his cuftody the 
tribute-cattle j and by him the king’s houfehold was fupplied 
with provifion. 

The Apparitor, as an officer of the houfehold, flood be¬ 
tween the two Pinal's in the hall; and had the charge of the 
palace during entertainments, that it might not fuffer any damage 
by fire or otherwife. He appeared likewife in another capacity; 
conveying the fummonfes and citations of the principal court of 
juftice. He carried a wand as the badge of his office; and claimed 
entertainment at every houfe to which he was fent: when the 
judges were fitting, it was the apparitor’s duty to filence, or 
take into cuftody, thofe offenders who difturbed the court. 

The Gate-keeper claimed by cuftom a ftiare of feveral 
things carried through the gate-houfe to the palace. State pri- 
foners were committed to his cuftody. He afted as apparitor 
in the king’s demefnes. He provided ftraw for the beds and other 
ufes of the royal houfehold; and he took care that the fires were 
lighted. 
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The Watchman of the palace was an officer who guarded 
the king’s perfon while he flept. To him were given, as fymbols 
of his duty, the eyes of all animals flaughtered for the ufe of the 
palace kitchen. When the king, and the officers of the houfhold 
retired to fleep, a horn was founded; which was a fignal to the 
watch-man to go upon duty. In the morning, when the palace 
gate was opened, he was relieved. From that time, until the 
horn was founded again at night, he was permitted to fleep} and 
was under no neceffity of performing any other fervice, unlefs he 
voluntarily undertook it for a reward. If he was found negligent 
or aflecp during his watch, he was fubjeft to heavy punifhments. 

The Wood-man procured fuel for the ufes of the houfehold. 
He alfo flaughtered the cattle for the royal kitchen with his axe. 

The Baker-woman. 

The Palace-Smith was obliged to work for the houfehold 
without any reward} except when he made a boiling pot, the 
point of a fpear, the wood-man’s axe, the iron work of the gate 
of the palace, or royal caftle, and the iron work of the mill. It 
was his duty to ftrike off the fhackles of prifoners releafed by 
the court of juftice j and he received a fee for that fervice. No 
other fmith was allowed to exercife his trade in the fame commot 
with the palace-fmith, without his permiffion. 

The Laundress. 

The Chief Musician was cliofen into and feated in the 
chair of mufic, for his fuperior fkill in that lcience, by the 
4 feffion 
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feffion of the bards at the end of every third year. When his 
term expired, if he had maintained his fuperiority, he was re- 
chofen. He was the only perfon, except the domeftic bard, who 
was allowed to perform in the king’s prefencc. He was lodged 
in one of the apartments belonging to the heir apparent. In 
the hall he fat next to the judge of the palace. When the king 
defiled to hear mufic, the chief mufician fung two poems ac¬ 
companied by the harp; one in praife of the Almighty, the other 
in honour of princes and their exploits; after which a third poem 
was fung by the domeftic bard. His emoluments arofe out of 
fees given by brides on their nuptials; and from thofe of novices 
in mufic, when they were admitted to the practice of their pro- 
fcflion. The Wclfti bards were ufually accompanied in their fongs 
by the harp, the crwth, and the flute. They frequently addrcfled 
poems to their princes and lords, in which they folicited pre- 
fents; fuch as a horfe, a bull, a fvvord, or a garment; and 
they were feldom, if ever, rcfufed. 

The controller of the revenues had the privilege of bringing 
three guefts to banquets in the palace. This officer, and the 
chancellor, received all the honey, the fifli, and wild creatures; 
which were paid as tributes, or forfeited to the king. They alfo 
received a third part of the income arifing to the king from his 
tenants in villanage. 

These were the different officers of whom the royal houfe- 
hold was compofed. They were free-holders by their offices; 
and in confequence of this they all enjoyed the right of pro- 
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te&ion ? by which they granted criminals a temporary fefety. 
On the heads of thefe perfons, and on all their members, a price 
was fixed by the laws. They received for their wearing apparel- 
woollen cloth from the king, and linen from the queen. They- 
were all affembled by the found of a horn. 


CIVIL JURISPRUDENCE.. 

There were, three fpecies of courts? each of which enjoyed a 
diftintt prerogative, with power to take cognifance of offences,., 
and to punifh them : the royal, the epifcopal, and the abbatial. 
When a perfon, fubjett to one of thefe jurifdi&ions, litigated 
with a perfon fubjeCt to another? the caufe was tried, by the judges, 
of the refpe&ive courts conjunctively. 

The royal courts, thofe in which the judges fat as the king’s 
fubftitutes, were diftinguifhed into four kinds? the principal 
court, the courts of cantrevs , courts of commote and extraordi¬ 
nary courts. The principal court was ufually held at the king’s 
chief refidence. 

For the adminiftration of juftice in the commots and enntrevs- 
remote from the principal court, inferior judges were appointed? 
with the title of chancellors? who alfo aflifted the officers of re¬ 
venue, called Meiri, in collecting the taxes. Extraordinary courts 
were appointed by the king to hear and determine extraordinary 
caufes ? and to remedy the abufes which had arifen from a per- 
verfion of the eftablifhed laws. 


When- 



Book IV. 


LAWS OF HOWEL DBA, 


When the ordinary judges differed in points of law/ the 
regular and fecular canons were appointed in that cafe extraordi¬ 
nary judges. 

The principal courts of North Wales and Powys confifted 
of the following officers appointed by the king: a judge, a chan¬ 
cellor, a provoft, a clerk to regifter the decrees of the court, and 
an apparitor to execute them. The courts of South Wales had 
the four laft mentioned officers ; with feveral judges who held 
their offices by virtue of the land they- poflefled, and received- 
no fees. 

Ale the courts were (hut in fpring, that plowing and fowing. 
might not be impeded;. and in autumn on account of the harveft.. 
The. judges were guided in their.decifions, not only by the code 
of national laws, but likewife by the Brawd-lyfr ,’ or Book of 
Reports, which contained precedents of the proceedings and de¬ 
crees of their predeceflors ; and by the writings of Welfh lawyers, 
alfo, which were held in great eflimation. A legal caufe was that, 
in which four perfons or parties were concerned: the king to 
prefide, the judge to examine and determine, the profccutor, and 
the. party accufed. The accufing party was bound over to profer 
cute j the party accufed was obliged to find fureties, who were 
imprifoned during. the pendency of the fuit. In any fuit ciyil 

* The Book of Triads, and the Book of Reports, were private volumes written • 
by Wellh lawyers. There was likewife a code of Wellh laws, called the laws of 
Elcdd)n ap Cynvyn, a prince pofterior to Howcl. If an aftion was brought forward 
according to the laws of Bleddyn, the judge could not frame his judgment by the 
laws of Howcl, and vict verfa. 
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or criminal, a clerical plaintiff muft proceed againft a lay defendant 
in the king’s court; and of confequence, a lay plaintiff muft 
profecute his fuit againft his clerical adverfary in the ecclefiaftical 
court. 

Disputes concerning hereditary right were frequently decided 
by finglc combat. Three forts of perfons, by the laws of Wales, 
might be killed with impunity ; a madman, a foreigner, and a 
leper. No perfon was allowed to bequeath his property by tefta- 
ment; unlefs to the church, and for the payment of debts. 

A wife was not allowed by law, to be a furety for her hufband, 
or an evidence for or againft him. A married woman had no 
difpofal of any part of her hufband’s property, either by fale or 
purchafe. A daughter was only entitled to a moiety of a fon’s 
fhare of the father’s perfonal property. Land and buildings were 
the only property which delcended by hereditary fucceflion. Perfo¬ 
nal effefls, under the regulation of the laws, were divided among 
the wife and children. 


OF CAUSES BETWEEN SURETIES AND DEBTORS. 

A debtor was obliged to indemnify his furety by payment 
of the debt, or giving a pledge, or difavowing the bail. In a 
caufe of debtor and furety, the furety was required to fwear that 
he had given bail, and was difeharged from his fuit and bail; 
if he refufed to fwear, he loft the caufe, and was obliged to pay 

the 
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the debt. A furety was indemnified, only by payment of the 
whole and not a part of the debt. The furety was not bound to 
difcharge the debt, until the debtor had refufed or failed ; but 
the law provided againft fuch refufal or failure, by empowering 
the furety to take a pledge from the debtor more than equivalent 
to the debt. If a debtor found a furety, and afterwards fled to 
an afylum to evade payment; the law in that cafe deprived him 
of his right of afylum. Utenfils of the church could not be 
pledged. The bail of a refponfible perfon could not be refufed. 
Notorious drunkards, lunatics, hermits, foreigners, and perfons 
in holy orders were incompetent to give bail, or to enter into 
any covenant, action, or perfbnal obligation; as were likcwlfe 
monks without the confent of their abbots, vaffals without the 
confent of their lords, fcholars without the confent of their pre¬ 
ceptors, fons under the age of fourteen without the confent of 
their fathers, and wives without the confent of their hufbands; 
except ladies of manors, giving bail for their vaffals. 

OF COMPACTS. 

A legal compact was made by the meeting of the parties be¬ 
fore a witnefs; declaring to him the nature of their compact, 
and joining their hands to his, under a promife of abiding by it. 
So very facred was a compact confidered, that it could not be an¬ 
nulled even by an exprefs law. 
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•OF THE SEVERAL CASES IN WHICH A SINGLE 
WITNESS WAS ADMISSIBLE. 

A lord, in a caufe between two of his vaffals, in which he 
'himfelf was not concerned. An abbot, between two of his monks. 
A father, between two of his Tons. A judge, concerning his own 
adjudication. A furety, in a caufe concerning a matter for which 
he had given bail. A donor, in a caufe concerning his own dona¬ 
tion; or (according to other manufcripts) a prieft between two 
of his parifhioners. A young woman concerning her own vir¬ 
ginity. The public herdfman of a townfhip concerning the herd 
or flock under his care. A thief at the gallows concerning his 
accomplices. 

It was ufual for a hulband to give prefents to his wife or 
the firft morning after her marriage, and before fhe arofe out 
of bed; which prefents were confidered as her own property; 
but if the wife negle&ed to feife this favourable opportunity, 
fhe could never afterwards demand them.' This prefent was 
called Egweddt or Cowyll. 

In cafes of divorces among the Welfh, an equal diviflon Of 
property took place, under certain limitations. If a wife was 
Separated from her hulband before the expiration of feven years 
fhe was entitled to enjoy her egweddt. If feparated after feven 


1 Howel Dha, chap. I. lib. II. p. 80, 88. 
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years, fhe divided with her hufband all his property. If a 
wife feparated from her hufband for juft caufes fhe retained 
her egyoeddi ,* parapbarnalia , and a fine called gofyn. A widow 
on the death of her hufband divided with his heirs the perfonal 
property. When a hufband, who had repudiated his firft, took 
a fecond wife, the former was at liberty to marry again. A 
woman was allowed to leave her hufband for the three following 
caufes j leprofy, bad breath, and impotency but in thefe cafes 
the hufband was under no obligation of dividing his property 
with the woman. 

CRIMINAL LAW. 

An injury done to a Angle woman was to be corapenfated by 
half of that fine paid on the like occafion for any injury done 
to her brother. The murder of either a married, or Angle woman 
was to be atoned for by half of the fine paid for the murder 
of her brother. For adultery, or even for indecent familiarities 
with a married woman, a fine was to be paid to the hufband 
by the male offender. The forcible violation, or carrying away 
a married woman, was compenfated by a triple augmentation of 
the mulft. A married woman, allowing indecent familiarities, 
or committing adultery with another man, might ‘be divorced 
by her hulband, and in that cafe loft her dower. The perfon 
who forcibly violated the chaftity of a woman, was to pay a 
fine of twelve cows to the king; and the cuftomary fine to the 
lord; and if the woman was a virgin, he was then to pay to her 

* Howcl Dha, chap. I. lib. II. p. 73. 
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Iier parapharnalia , and the greateft dower that could be exatted 
by lawj together with the mulfl ufually paid for violated chas¬ 
tity.* If either a man or a woman were accufed of adultery, 
and denied the charge j the party accufed might prove his in¬ 
nocence by the oaths of fifty perfons of the fame fex, who 
were neither Haves, captives, nor aliens. 

Perjury was pUniflied by the payment of a mulft of three 
cows to the king. 

Whoever bailed a criminal, and did not produce him at the 
time of his legal appearance, was obnoxious to all the penalties 
to which the criminal himfelf was liable. 

The foie objedt of the law concerning the maiming of animals, 
was complete reftitution to the owner; no other penalty being 
annexed to that offence. 

Forfeiture of land was incurred in the three following 
cafes. A vaffal giving notice to the enemy of the defign of 
his lord, refpe&ing any intended expedition. Treafon againft 
the perfon of his lord. And murder fecretly perpetrated. But 


i The feveral particulars, for which the author is indebted to the laws of Howel, 
are here inferted from the text and Latin tranflation of that curious code publifhed 
by Dr. Wotton, folio, London, Ann. Dom. 1730. The author fubjoins no re¬ 
ferences to the chapters or pages of that work, which is the only edition of the 
Welfh laws; becaufethe copious and accurate index annexed to it, will be a ready 
direftion to the reader, who it defirous of enquiring more particularly into the fubjedt. 

-if 
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if the offender, by flight, fhould efcape juftice, and ihould af¬ 
terwards be reconciled to Ins lord, he muft in that cafe pay a 
double fine j but could not recover the inheritance of his land, 
unlefs he repaired to Rome, and there did penance ; and procured 
alfo the Pope’s letters that he had made his peace with God, and 
with his temporal lord. 

There were three caufes for which a man might give his 
wife perfonal correction. Wifhing fhame and evil to his beard. 
Committing any outrage againft his perfon. And for engaging 
in an illicit connection with another man. If the hufband took 
the above mentioned fatisfa&ion, of correcting his wife, he for¬ 
feited thofe privileges which the law otherwife would have al¬ 
lowed him. 


ON the death of Howel Dha, the late fovereign of the united 
principalities of Wales; Jeuav and Jago, the fecdnd and third 
fons of Edwal Voel, fetting afide from the fuccefflon their eldeft 
brother Meyric, affumed the government of North Wales.* 
To revenge upon the fons of Howel Dha the injuries which thefc 
princes had received from the father, they invaded South Wales 
with a powerful army,- laying claim to its fovereignty as the 


i Wclfh Chron. p. 59, 60. 
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eldcft branch of the Cynethian line; and though they met 
with a fpirited oppofition on the Carno mountains, they gained 
a complete vi&ory.’ The year following, having renewed hof- 
tilities, the fame princes again invaded South Wales, and defolated 
by two fucceflive inroads the country of Pembroke. The Ions 
of Howel Dha, cohering their utmoft force, laid wafte, in 
their turn, the territory of North Wales as far as the river 
Conway. To check this invafion, the two princes Jeuav and 
Jago, oppofed them at Llanrwft, a town fituated on the banks 
of the Conway 5 where, after an obftinate battle, in which 
many on each fide of confiderable rank were flain, fortune de¬ 
cided as before in their favour} and purfuing their enemies into 
South Wales, they deftroyed the country of Cardigan with fire 
and fword.* The ions of Howel Dha, with a kind of re- 
taliative juft ice, were at length obliged to fubmit to the power 
of Jeuav and Jago ; and in confequence of this fuperiority, thele 
princes remained fome years the entire lovereigns of Wales.’ 
Ambition and the love of power univerfally prevail, and, in the 
conqueft of barren mountains, infpire the like ardour, with 
which Alexander contended for the fovereignty of the world. 

During this ufurpation, and probably elated with the fuccefs 
of their arms, the kings of North Wales had negle&ed to pay 
the tribute which was due to the crown of England} agreeably 
to the impolitic inftitution of Roderic the Great, and the more 
recent, but no lefs imprudent regulation in the laws of Howel 


' Welih Chron. p, 59,60. * ibid. p. 60, 61. 
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Dha. To preferve fuch an ornament to his crown, and a badge 
of fubordination fo flattering to his pride, Edgar, the king of 
England, invaded North Wales j and as he marched through the 
country fpread around the ufual devaluations. Being acquainted 
with the injuries both countries had received from the wolves, 
which then abounded in North Wales, and deftroyed Iheep and 
other cattle j he remitted, with fome degree of liberality, the 
ancient tribute j and only exacted the yearly payment of the 
heads of three hundred of thole animals. 1 This demand, fo 
lingular in its nature, was paid by the Wellh princes during 
three or four years j after that time, the wolves being nearly ex¬ 
tirpated, this country, agreeably to the liberal defign of Edgar, 
ought to have been releafed from the payment of any future tri¬ 
bute. 1 Soon after this event, the Irilh made a defeent upon 
the illand of Anglefey, deftroyed the palace at Aberffraw, and 
flew Roderic the youngeft fon of Edwal Voel.* 


A. D. 
961. 


A. D. 

966. 


The union, fo long fubfifting between the princes of North 
Wales in a joint adminiftration of twenty years, was at this 
period fatally diflolved; an event foon followed by a feries of 
crimes, the conlequences of a divided lovereignty, and of bolbtn 
friendlhip foured into deadly hatred.* 


In confequence of this difunion, by force of arms, Jago feized 
the perfon of his brother Jeuav, and conligned him to a tedious 

* Stowe’s Chron. p. 83. printed at London, A. D. 1614. Fabian’s Chron. p. 149. 

* W. Malmlbury, p. 59. Fabian, p. 249. Stowe’s Chron. p. 83. Wclfli Chron.. 
p. 62. excepting only the number. 

J Wellh Chron. p. 62. * Ibid. 


4 Ibid. 
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imprifanment. And Einion, the fon of Owen prince of South 
Wales, taking advantage of thefe domeftic feuds, annexed to 
his father’s dominions the territory of Gwyr, in Glaraorgan- 
fhire.* To add ftill more to the diftreffes of the country, the 
Danes landed in Anglefey, and laid wafte the diftrift about Pen- 
mon} and foon after, in another enterprize, they gained for a 
time the pofleffion of that ifland.* 

T hese commotions having fubfided, Howel, the fon of Jeuav 
the captive prince, railed an army to deliver his father out of 
prifonj and to take vengeance on his uncle Jago for the late out¬ 
rage againft natural affe&ion and juftice. Under the mafk of 
filial piety, which, however, covered the moft fatal ambition, 
Howel fucceeded in his enterprifej having defeated the forces 
of Jago, and obliged him to abandon his territories. He like- 
wife took prifoner in the action, Meyric, his eldeft uncle j and 
to render him incapable of, obftru&ing his defigns, he put out 
his eyes} a fpecies of barbarity common in that age j and in 
this miferable condition fuffered him to languifh in prifon. 
Within a little time after his captivity, this prince fortunately 
died j and left two fons, Edwal and Jonaval. Howel, having 
proceeded fo far in the progrefs of ambition, and too much 
enamoured of power to relinquifh it eafily, depofed his father j 
though he tfeleafed him from the horrors of a tedious imprifon- 
ment.’ 

1 Welfli Citron, p. 62. 4 Ibid. 3 Wcllh Chron. p. 62, 63. 
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Under colour of revenging the injuries of his father, Howel, 
by a&s of the deepeft injufticc and cruelty, attained to the A. D. 
fovereignty of North Wales.* 973 ‘ 

It was an evil, peculiarly fatal to the independency of 
Wales, and produced by its civil diffenfions; that the weaker 
party ufually fled for prote&ion to the kings of England .} and 
engaged in their interefts with that energy of fpirit, which 
arifes from a feufe of injury, or is natural to men who have 
much to hope from the confufion of a ftate, or to fear from its 
juftice. 

After the defeat of Jago, that prince had retired into Eng¬ 
land} and cafily engaged Edgar to reinftate him upon the throne. 

The Englilh king, defirous of fomenting the divifions of the 
Welfh, or of giving them a fovereign fubfervient to his will; 
entered into Wales with an army, and advanced to Bangor. 

Howel, unable to refill his force, was obliged to accede to the 
demand of the Englilh prince; of allowing an equal lhare in the 
fovereignty to his uncle Jago. Aflfuming a fovereign authority, 
in confequence of the afcendency he had gained, Edgar founded 
a new church at Bangor, on the fouth fide of the cathedral, 
and dedicated it to the Virgin Mary; he likewife confirmed the 
ancient privileges of that See, and endowed it with land and 
other gifts. 1 To humiliate ftill more the Welfli princes, he 
obliged Jago and his nephew Howel to accompany him to 

* Wynne's Hift. Wales, p. 59. 


* Wellh Chron. p. 64. 
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imprifonment. And Einion, the fon of Owen prince of South 
Wales, taking advantage of thefe domeftic feuds, annexed to 
his father’s dominions the territory of Gwyr, in Glamorgan- 
fhire.* To add ftill more to the diftreffes of the country, the 
Danes landed in Anglefey, and laid wafte the diftrift about Pen- 
mon} and foon after, in another enterprize, they gained for a 
time the poflcflion of that ifland.* 

These commotions having fubfidcd, Howel, the fon of Jeuav 
the captive prince, raifed an army to deliver his father out of 
prifon} and to take vengeance on his uncle Jago for the late out¬ 
rage againft natural affe&ion and juftice. Under the malk of 
filial piety, which, however, covered the moft fatal ambition, 
Howel fucceeded in his enterprife; having defeated the forces 
of Jago, and obliged him to abandon his territories. He like- 
wife took prifoner in the aftion, Meyric, his eldeft uncle j and 
to render him incapable of obftru&ing his defigns, he put out 
his eyes; a fpecies of barbarity common in that age j and in 
this miferable condition fuffered him to languilh in prifon. 
Within a little time after his captivity, this prince fortunately 
died; and left two fons, Edwal and Jonaval; Howel, having 
proceeded fo far in the progrefs of ambition, and too much 
enamoured of power to relinquilh it eafily, depofed his father; 
though he 'releafed him from the horrors of a tedious imprifon¬ 
ment. 1 


* Welfli Chroa. p. 62. * Ibid. 3 Wcllh Cliron, p. 62, 63. 
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Under colour of revenging the injuries of his father, Howel, 
by afls of the deepeft injuftice and cruelty, attained to the A. D. 
fovereignty of North Wales.* 973 ’ 

It was an evil, peculiarly fatal to the independency of 
Wales, and produced by its civil diflenfions; that the weaker 
party ufually fled for prote&ion to the kings of England; and 
engaged in their interefts with that energy of fpirit, which 
arifes from a fenfe of injury, or is natural to men who have 
much to hope from the confufion of a flate, or to fear from its 
juftice. 

After the defeat of Jago, that prince had retired into Eng¬ 
land; and ealily engaged Edgar to reinftate him upon the throne. 

The Englifh king, defirous of fomenting the divifions of the 
Welfh, or of giving them a fovereign fubfervient to his will; 
entered into Wales with an army, and advanced to Bangor. 

Howel, unable to refill his force, was obliged to accede to the 
demand of the Englifh prince; of allowing an equal fhare in the 
fovereignty to his uncle Jago. AfTuming a fovereign authority, 
in confequence of the afcendency he had gained, Edgar founded 
a new church at Bangor, on the fouth fide of the cathedral, 
and dedicated it to the Virgin Mary j he likewife confirmed the 
ancient privileges of that See, and endowed it with land and 
other gifts. 1 To humiliate ftill more the Welfh princes, he 
obliged Jago and his nephew Howel to accompany him to 

1 Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 59. 


‘ Welfh Chron. p. 64. 
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Chefter. In this city, agreeably to his direction, he was met 
by fix other fovereigns s* who, all of them, with great folemnity 
did him homage, and took the cuftomary oaths of fealty as to 
their lord paramount. This ceremony being finiihed, Edgar, 
attended by great numbers of the nobility, feated himfelf at the 
helm of his barge; and as a farther mark of fubordination, 
commanded thefe eight independent princes to row him up the 
Dee, from the palace where he refided to the church of St. John 
the Baptift; whence he returned in the fame ftate, after divine 
iervice was ended.* This inftance of feudal arrogance, fo dis¬ 
graceful to regal dignity, marked a faftidious fpirit in the Englilh 
king, and a degree of barbarifm Hill remaining in the Saxon 
manners. 

At this period, Dunwallon, the prince of the Strath-Clwyd 
Britons, who had fettled in North Wales j intimidated by the 
cruel ravages of the Danes, or influenced by the pious Ipint of 
that age, retired to Rome, and engaged in a religious life.* 
On his retreat, that fmall Rate was reunited to the kingdom of 
North Wales.* 

Einion, the fon of Owen prince of South Wales, made a 
fecond inroad into the country of Gwyr, and laid wafte that 

» Kenneth king of Scotland, Malcolm king of Cumbria, Macon king of Man, 
with Dyfnwal, Sifrethus, and Ithel, three inferior Welfli princes. 

* Selden’s Mare Claufum, p. 1315. Brompton’s Chron. p. 869. Matth. Wcftm. 
p. 287. 

i Humfrcy Lhuyd, p.69. Welfli Chron. ft. 65. * Humfrey Lhuyd, p. 32. 
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territory. This affront would have been feverely refented by 
Howel, the king of North Wales, if his arms at this time had 
not been directed againft his uncle Jago, who was in open 
hoftilities againft him. With an army confifting of Englifh and 
Welfh, Howel purfued that prince to the extremity of Wales, 
and at length took him prifoner; exhibiting an inftance of gene- 
rofity very inconfiftcnt with himfelf, by allowing his uncle Jago 
to enjoy, during life, his portion of territory.* But fo capricious 
was this tyrant in his ideas of policy, or in his feelings of hu¬ 
manity, that foon after this event, he cauled his uncle Edwal 
Vychan to be murdered; without any apparent caufe, except 
what arofe from the fuggeftions of jealoufy, or from a confciouf- 
nefs of guilt. This murder, inftead of giving tranquility to 
Howel, produced frefh caufes of fear, and a new objedt of terror 
fprung from the Hydra’s head. 

Fired with the deepeft refentment, and with the hopes of 
difpoflcfling him of the crown, Conftantine the Black,* the fon 
of Jago, who at this time was a prifoner to his nephew Howel, 
raifed an army of Danes ; and to revenge the injuries which his 
family had received, invaded North Wales, and laid wafte the a. d. 
illand of Anglefey. But Howel, who was not deficient in bravery q '‘ ) ' 
though deftitute of other virtues, collected his forces j and gave 
the Danes a fignal defeat in a battle fought at Gwaith Hirbarth, 
in which young Conftantine his coufin was ilain.* 


« Wynne’s Htft. Wales, p. 60.' Cyjlt nyu Di/11. 

1 WdftiChron. p. 65. 
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The Danes, mortified with the difgrace their arms had re¬ 
ceived, renewed hoftilities; and invading South Wales, defolated 
the territory of Pembroke, and demolifhed the church of St. 
David j but having fought the celebrated battle of Llanwanoc, 
in which the Welfh army was probably commanded by prince 
Einion, they were forced to retire out of the country.* The 
year following, Alfred, earl of Mercia, with a large body of 
Englifh, invaded South Wales. After he had deftroyed the town 
of Brecknock, he was encountered by the united forces of the 
• Welfh, under the command of Howel, king of North Wales, and 
Einion, the eldeft fon of Owen, prince of South Wales : in this 
battle the Mercian prince was defeated, and the greater part of 
his army cut in pieces. 1 This occafional jun&ion of the Welfh 
princes, and the profperous exertion of their force; might have 
taught them the falutary effetts of union, and the expediency of 
confolidating the national ftrength. 

A commotion having arifen amongthe inhabitants of Gwent,’ 
who were aiming at independency; Owen, the prince of South 
Wales, fent his fon Einion to endeavour by perfuafion to reduce 
them to obedience i but that gallant youth found a raging multi¬ 
tude as little capable of reafbn or pity as the flormy ocean * and 
regarding him as the heir to the crown, and coniequently as 
the objeft of their fear and indignation, they tore him in pieces. 
Thus perifhed by an ignoble fate, a young prince, whofe mili- 

* Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 61. * Welfh Chron. p. 66. 

’ C oanrehending parts of the prefent counties of Monmouth and Hereford. 
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tary talents and other virtues, had for fome time very ably fup- 
ported the caufe of his country. He left two fons, Edwyn and 
Tewdwr Mawr; from whofe loins defcended feveral of the princes 
of South Wales. 1 

Howel, king of North Wales, availing himfelf of the leifure 
which the late commotion had given him, increafed his army; 
and in the following year marched into England; to retaliate on 
that country the devaluations which the incurfions of the Eng- 
lifh had brought upon Wales. In this expedition he was flain, 1 
fighting againft the enemies of his country, with a gallantry of 
fpirit worthy the juftice of his caufe; but little fuited to the 
tenor of his life, which has marked him to pofterity as a favage 
and ruthlefs tyrant. 

A little before this period, terms of agreement were entered 
into by the legiflatures of England and Wales, for fecuring the 
peace of the borders; which might feem to put the two countries 
on an equal footing of independency. 1 

The late prince Howel dying without iffue, his brother Cad- 
wallon, the fecond fon of Jeuav, took upon him the fovcreignty 


1 Wcllh Chron. p. 66 . * Ibid. 

3 Saxon laws publiflied by Wilkins, p. 125. from lord Lyttelton’s Life Henry II. 
vol. II. p. 39. It appears however, that, during the reign of Howel Dha, this prince 
had difpofleflcd Morgan Hen, the lord of Glamorgan, of certain dirt rifts in that 
country ; and that this difputc was tried by Edgar, king of England, in a full court 
of the prelates and nobility of England and Wales; when the land in dil'pute w as 
adjudged to Morgan Hen, and his heirs. Spdman’s Concilia, p. 414. 
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of North Wales; fetting afide the rightful fucceffion of Edwal 
and Jonaval, the fonS of Meyric his eldeft uncle. Unfatisfied 
with this aft of injuftice, and to fix himfelf, as he thought, more 
fecurely upon the throne, he determined on the deftru&ion of 
his coufins; a practice very common with ufurpers; who, befides 
the ufual incitements of ambition, are urged to that barbarous 
policy by the principle of felf-prefervation. Jonaval, the eldeft 
of thefe princes, fell into his hands, and was privately murdered; 
but Edwal had the good fortune to make his efcape; and to fee 
deferved chaftifement fall upon the heads of thofe, whofe injuftice 
and cruelty had brought fuch calamities on his family. For 
Cadwallon had only been in pofTeffion of the government one 
year, aftd his hands were fcarcely cold from the blood of his 
kinfman; when Meredydh, the fon of Owen, the reigning prince 
of South Wales, invaded his dominions, and flew that ufurper, 
with his brother Meyric.' 

In confequence of his vidlory, Meredydh, who ruled in Powys 
by right of his mother, took pofleflion of the kingdom of North 
Wales.' But the Danes invading Anglefey fome time after this 
event, and having taken Lly warch his brother prifoner, with two 
thoufand of his men, they put out his eyes. Intimidated by this 
difafter, and wounded by the cruel fate of his brother, Meredydh 
fled into his own country; leaving his new fubjefts expofed to 
the ravages of the Danes: and, to heighten their calamities, 
without a fovereign, and probably without any regular police, a 

* Welfh Chron. p. 67. 

* Biitilh Antiq. Revived by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 5, 14. 
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diftemper fell on their cattle; which raged with fo much violence 
as to leave very few remaining in the country.' 

Jeuav, the fon of Edwal Voel, died at this time; clofing the A . D< 
evening of his days in peace and retirement; after he had fpent 9871 
the greateft part of his life in adion, and amidft the ftorms 
of ambition.* 

This event was foon followed by the death of Owen, the fon 
of Howel Dha, and prince of South Wales.’ Upon his deceafo, 
Meredydh his youngeft fon ; difregarding the rights of his two 
nephews, the fons of Einion his eldeft brother, affumed the reins 
of government; agreeably to the licentious fpirit of the times, 
and the irregular courfe of fucceflion. 4 In the beginning of his 
reign, the Danes invaded South Wales j laid wafte the country, 
and deftroyed, with a marked animofity, the churches of St. 

David, Llanbadarn, and other religious places. Unable to check 
their.devaftations, Meredydh agreed to pay them, on condition a. d. 
of their relinquishing the country, one penny for every pe: fon 9881 
within his dominions. 5 But this tribute, 6 fo delufive and dis¬ 
honourable j and fo miferable a fubftitute for valour and exertion, 
was never paid, it may be recorded to their honour, by any of 
the kings of North Wales. Soon after this event, Edwya, the 
nephew of Meredydh, and eldeft fon of Einion the right heir 
to the principality of South Wales; having engaged in his intereft 

1 Wynne's Hill. Wales, p. 65. * Welfli Chron. p. 70. i Ibid. I- Ibid. 

s Welfli Chron. p. 71. s It was called Glwmaen, the tribute of the black army. 

the 
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the Saxons and Danes, over-ran that country with a great army} 
and obliged the principal chieftains to acknowledge his fovereignty, 
and to give him hoftages for their future fidelity. To retaliate _ 
upon Edwyn this invafion, Meredydh laid wafte the lands fub- 
jeft to the authority of his rival } but on a fudden, when the 
flames of civil war had defolatcd the country, and had produced 
a famine, an accommodation took place. The death of the only 
fon of Meredydh, which happened foon after, cemented more 
cloiely the union of thefe princes.' 

During this conteft. North Wales had been left without a 
fovereign, expofed to the ravages of every invader; and in conle- 
quence the Danes landed again in Anglefey, and laid wafte the 
whole ifland. On this emergency, but not on the defertion of 
Meredydh; a caprice only to be accounted for from the Angular 
levity of the times} the people placed Edwal, the fon of Meyric, 
and the right heir to the crown, in the fovereignty of North 
Wales j the lineal fucceflion having been fet afide by the late 
ufurpations. 1 

On the acceflion of this prince, he began to regulate the affairs 
of his kingdom; and to place his fubjeits in fuch a pofture of 
defence, as might fecure them from the incurfions of the Danes, 
or of other invaders; and he foon experienced the falutary effefts 
of fuch a wife and Jpirited conduit. 1 For, Meredydh, prince 
of South Wales, unwilling that his new dominions fhould be fo 

* Wclfli Chron. p. 71. * Ibid. » Ibid. p. 7*. 
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eafily torn from him, invaded North Wales with a powerful army} 
and having advanced to Llangwm, in the prefent county of 
Denbigh, he was met by Edwal, and entirely defeated; lofing 
in the action his nephew Tewdwr Mawr, the youngeft fon of 
the late prince Einion.' The profperity of Edwal was of fhort 
duration. He had fcarcely returned into his own dominions, 
elated with fticcefs, and exulting in the hopes of enjoying his 
dominions in peace} when Swane, a Danilh chieftain, landed in 
North Wales. Edwal, difdaining to purchafe an uncertain tran¬ 
quility at the expence of his honour, determined to expel the 
Danes by force of arms, or to perilh in the enterprife. In tills 
gallant attempt he was (lain, leaving an only fon called Jago.* a. d. 

993 - 

Soon after this event, the Danes ravaged again the city of a. d. 

St. David} flew the bifliop of that diocefe} and meeting with no " 8 
refiftance, laid wafte the adjacent terrritory. Unable to give a 
check to their ravages, and perhaps afliamed of his late timid 
and unavailing policy, Meredydh funk under the calamities of 
his country, and died of grief; leaving only a daughter named 
Angharad, married to Llewelyn ap Seifyllt} and after his death 
to Cynvyn Hirdref. By each of thefe hufbands fhe had chil¬ 
dren, whofe different claims occafioned great civil commotions, 
in Wales.’ 

Llewelyn ap Seisyllt, by right of his wife, fucceeded to 
the principality of South Wales. 4 

1 Welfh Chron. p. 7 j. * Ibid. p. 73. 1 Ibid, * Ibid. p. 83. 
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This part of the hiftory of Wales is only a recital of reciprocal 
inroads and injuries, a feries of obje&s unvaried and of little 
importance, which pafs the eye in a fucceflion of cold delinea¬ 
tions j like the evanefcent figures produced by the camera obfcura. 
The characters and events are not brought diftinCtly into view, 
nor are they fufficiently explained; to enable the hiftorian.to judge 
of their proportions, their beauty, or defers; whence he can 
neither develope the principles of action, nor trace the connection 
of caufes with effects, by leading incidents, or by the general 
fprings which govern human affairs. There is therefore danger 
left the reader, whofe eye has been accuftomed to more brilliant 
fcenes, fhould turn away in difguft from a field, fo fterile in itfelf, 
and which yields fo little to the arts of cultivation. 

Jago, the fon of Edwal the late king of North Wales, being 
fet afide in the fucceflion on account of his tender years, feveral 
competitors arofe; and in conlequence North Wales exhibited 
many years a fcene of the utmoft confufion. The molt eminent 
of thcfe rivals were Cynan, the fon of llowel, ddcended from 
the royal line; and a chieftain of the name of fEdan ap Blc- 
gorcd, who founded his pretcnfions to the crown folely on his 
ambition and valour. Two rival chiefs, of warlike and irafciblc 
manners, are feldom difpofed to adjuft their claims by the flow 
procedures of negotiation or policy ; but refer them to the more 
prompt decifion of the fword, the chief arbitrator of rights in 
thefe turbulent ages. In a battle which immediately enfued, 
Cynan was flain ; and in confcquence /Edan ap Blegored was 
proclaimed fovereign of North Wales.' 

1 Welfli Chron. p. 74, 83. 


Having 
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Having afTumed the government, no remarkable incident 
occurred for fome years j until the prince of South Wales in- A. D. 
vading iEdan’s dominions, difpoflefled him of his royalty and I0 ' v 
life. The four foils of the ufurper were alfo (lain in the fame 
battle with their father. 

Llewelyn ap Seisyllt, in confequence of his vi&ory, and 
difregarding the rights of Jago the fon of Edwal, took upon 
him the government of North Wales j annexing that dignity to a. d. 
the two other principalities. This prince, maternally defeended ,0I? ‘ 
from the royal blood of Wales, had fome colourable pretence 
for his ambition; his mother Trawft being the daughter of 
Elis, the fecond fon of Anarawd, who was the eldcfl fon of Ro- 
deric the Great.’ 

The wife adminiftration of Llewelyn foon produced national 
profperity. To exprefs the felicity of his reign, contraftcd with 
the preceding times, wc arc told, “ that the earth brought 
“ forth double j that the people profpered in all their affairs, 

“ and multiplied wonderfully j and that the cattle increafed in 
“ fuch numbers, that there was not a poor man in Wales, 

“ from the fouthern to the northern fea ■, but every man had 
tc plenty, every houfe a dweller, and every town inhabitants.”* 

The flight touches which hiftory has given of the character of 
Llewelyn, prefent him in an amiable point of view. His talents 
for war and for command, his love of order and of jufticc; 

i Brit. Ant. Reviv. by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 14. Wynne's Hift. Wales, p. 79, 

* Welfli Chron. p. 84. 
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which had enabled him fo early to diffufe happinefs among 
his fubje&s, ought to have rendered him the object of their 
warmed: affe&ions. But fo little civilized, and fo turbulent were 
the Wellh; delighting more in war than in the habits of culti¬ 
vated life, that they treated with eoldnefs and ingratitude a fove- 
reign, whofe qualities, in a milder period, would have rendered 
him the object of love and veneration. 

A. D. The fird: appearance of difaffc&ion broke out in the rebellion 

1019. 

of Meyi ic, a chieftain of eminence ; but was eafily checked by 
Llewelyn, who flew the traitor with his own hands, and de¬ 
feated his forces.' So alienated from their loyalty were the peo¬ 
ple of South Wales, that they engaged a Scotfman of mean 
birth to be the inflrument of their defign; impofing him upon 
the world as the fon of their late prince Meredydh j and by the 
name of Rhun, the difaffefted chieftains proclaimed this im- 

A. D. poflor their foveieign. 1 The annals of thefe times do not ex- 

J020. 

plain the motives of this extraordinary procedure j nor are we 
able from fuch a chaos to throw any light upon the caufes of 
the revolt; except from the refentment which his fubje&s in 
that country might feel, becaufe. Llewelyn, having been many 
years their fovereign, had for fome time taken up his refidence in 
North Wales. That prince, having intelligence of the rebellion, 
collected his forces, and marched into South Wales, to give an 
early check to the evil at its fource; and having advanced to 
Abergwili in Caermarthenftiire, he found the whole power of 


* Wtllh Chron. p. 85. 3 Ibid. 
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the country, waiting his approach, under the command of the 
newly created prince. At the moment, when the two armies 
were going to engage, Rhun encouraged his foldiers by a con¬ 
fident affurance of victory; after which he privately retired out 
of the battle. Llewelyn, boldly confronting the danger, and 
placing himlelf at the head of his troops, led them on to the 
charge; calling aloud upon the Impoftor, whofe cowardice fo 
little juftified the character he had afiiimed. This battle was 
bloody, and on each fide difputed with great fpirit; for ftrange 
as it may appear, the rebels fought, with a determined bravery, 
for a defpicable coward, and for an idol of their own raifing; 
while the royalifts were fcarcely animated in the caufe of their 
fovereign, a native of their country, and of fuch incomparable 
merit. At length, the troops of Llewelyn, fired with the extra¬ 
ordinary valour of their prince, and afhamed to be defeated by 
men over whom they had been often victorious, made a vigorous 
effort; which put the enemy to flight; and the Impoftor, not- 
withftanding the addrefs he had made ufe of to favehis life, was 
overtaken and flain in the purfuit. Having thus fortunately 
put an end to the rebellion, Llewelyn ap Scifyllt returned into 
North Wales." 

Tiie finall remainder of his days this prince paffed in tran¬ 
quility ; but his great and virtuous qualities could not exempt 
him from the deftiny which ufually attended the princes of 
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A \oH‘ Wales. For Howel and Mcredydh, the fons of Edwyn,* whofe 
family for fome years had been fet afide in the fucceflion of 
South Wales, engaged in a confpiracy againft him; and either by 
their cmiflarics, or with their own hands, afiaflinated this brave 
and amiable prince. He left only one fon of the name of Gryf- 
fydh.’ This prince ere&ed the caftle of Rhuddlan, in which 
palace he ufually refided ; and which afterwards continued to be 
the royal refidcncc during the life of his fon.* 

The principle of evil which eventually deftroyed the Britifh 
empire, ftill remained in the political conftitution and in the 
national character of the Welfh; preying, like a worm at the 
root, on the vital powers of their different dates; and by uni¬ 
form and flow degrees working their decline and ultimate ruin. 
Befides other caufes of national decay, there was one; which, 
though a flriking defeat in their anceftors the Britons, was not 
inherent in their own government or manners; and that was, 
except in a Angle inftance, a total inattention to their naval 
power; although its utility was apparent from their maritime 
fituation, and alfo from the late example of Alfred. That a 
prince, like Llewelyn, of ability and vigour, and who was 
anxious to promote the happinefs of his people, fliould have 
neglefled fuch an obvious mode of defence, is a proof that 


* Ap Einion ap Owen ap Howel Dha. The word ap, which fo frequently 
occurs in Wclfli names, fignifics a fon. 

. Wclfh Chron. p. 85, 86. 

* Dr. Powcl’s Notes on Giraldus Cambrcnfis Itiner. Cambr*, cap. X. p. 213. 
Ctnnden’s Brit. p. 687. 

he 
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lie pofleffed no extent of genius, or that his refources were 
limited; 

The odium naturally excited by the murder of Llewelyn ap 
Seifyllt, precluded Howel and Meredydh from any chance of at¬ 
taining to the fovereignty of North Wales j and afforded Jago 

the fon of Edwal ap Meyric, whofe title had funk under the 

\ 

popularity or vigour of the late prince, a favourable opportunity 

of obtaining polleflion of the crown; from which his family, a. d. 

1021 * 

lineally defeended from Roderic the Great, had been long un- 
juflly excluded. 1 

Rhvthkrch, the fon of Jeftin, by force of arms, had affumed 
the government of South Wales. The two brothers, Howel and 
Meredydh, difappointed in their views upon one kingdom, and 
excluded their rightful fucceflion in their own principality, were 
forced, through mere inability, to remain fome years in quiet; 
but having engaged in their fervice a body of Irifli Scots, they 
defeated and flew the ufurper; and in their joint names took 
upon them the government of South Wales. The fons of A. n. 

IO31. 

Rhytherch, having raifed frefli forces, fought another battle 
at Hyarthwy with the princes of South Wales ; but with no 
better fuccefs than their father had experienced; their army being 
fo effectually routed, that for many years they were unable to 
fupport their pretenflons to the crown.* Tlicfe victories might 
have fecured to Howel and Meredydh, the quiet polleflion of 
their dominions; if the fpirit of revenge, kept alive in that age 

’ Wdfli Chron. p. S7, S8. * ILiJ. p. 87, 88. 

by 
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by every incitement which influence the paffions, had not re¬ 
taliated on thefe princes the murder of Llewelyn ap Scifyllt; 
a. p. for the nephews of that prince engaged in a confpiracy againft 
them, aflaflinated Meredydh,' and forced Howel the other bro¬ 
ther into exile. 4 The feelings of humanity are wounded at 
the recital of fuch horrid barbarities; and we haften with pleafure 
to a period, when the virtue of a few individuals influenced the 
tide of affairs, and turned it from the lowed: ebb of weaknefs 
and mifery, to a flow of national profperity. 

Gryffydii the fon of Llewelyn ap Seilyllt, had, by this time, 
attained to the age of manhood j and, already weary of wafting 
his active fpirit in the fliade of retirement, he refolved to em- 
ploy it in the glorious attempt of recovering his father’s throne. 
His youth and a&ivity, and the popular memory of his father, 
with the pleafmg and flattering proipeCt of novelty, united the 
public voice in his favour. But Jago, the reigning king of 
North Wales, not of a fpirit to rclinquifh eafily the charms of 
royalty and his indubitable right, collecting all the force he was 
able, attempted with great courage to oppofe the popular current j 
A; V- his army, however, was defeated by Gryffydh, and he himfelf 
flain in the aCtion, leaving an only fon named Cynan. 5 

Gryffydh ap Llewf.lyn, wasfcarcely feated on the throne, 
when the united forces of the Englifli and Danes entered into 
Wales. With a promptnefs of courage, natural to his. years 

* Wclfli Chron. p. 88. * Wynne’s Ilift. Wales, p. 85. 5 Wclfli Chron. p. 89. 

and 
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and chara&cr, the young prince advanced to the frontier of 
his kingdom ; and meeting the confederates at Crosford on the 
banks of the Severn, he entirely defeated their forces. ? Elated 
with fuccefs, he proceeded thence into South Wales; and march¬ 
ing through that principality, received the fubmiffion of the 
inhabitants} having, afecondtime, driven Howcl, thefurviving 
brother, out of his dominions. But that prince, retiring to 
Edwyn, the brother of Leofric earl of Chefter, raifed by his 
means an army of Englifli and Danes; with which he marched 
into Wales againft Gryffydh. Fortune, however, continuing 
propitious, that prince overthrew the foreigners, flew Edwyn, 
and again forced Howel to a precipitate flight. 1 Soon after this 
vi£lory, Gryffydh returned into Nouh Wales.' 

Howel the prince of South Wales, having reinforced his a. j>. 
army, made another attempt to recover his dominions j and too ‘° 3d ’ 
fanguine of fuccefs, he brought his wife into the field, to fliare 
in the triumphs of a victory he was in full expectation of ob¬ 
taining.* Gryffydh receiving intelligence of this event, marched 
with his ufual celerity into South Wales; and meeting Howel 
at Pencadaer in Cacrmarthcnfliire, he there gave him battle, 
and entirely defeated his army. The unhappy prince efcaped 
with difficulty; and, to render his fate more deplorable, his 
wife was taken prifoner, and fell into the hands of his rival. 

The beauty of this lady captivated the heart of her conqueror. 
Inftead of protecting her honour, or yielding up this princefs to 

i Welfti Chron. p. 90. 1 Ibid. p. 91. 1 Ibid. * Ibid. 

her 
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her injured hufband, (he was detained by Gryffydh as his con¬ 
cubine.' In times leYs favage than thefe, fuch an action, mea- 
fured by civilized ideas of heroifm; incapable of offering violence 
to weaknefs, or of intuiting the feelings of a vanquifhed enemy; 
would have been received with general abhorrence. But it does 
not appear, that Gryffydh loft any reputation with his fub- 
jefts; the Welfh regarding whatever they had taken in war, 
even the wives of the vanquifhed, as the lawful property of the 
conqueror.* So great is the force of habit upon the human mind, 
as to counteratt the firft and the nobleft principles of nature and 
religion. 

Stung with the keen refentment which fuch injuries would 
naturally excite, Howcl came the third time into South Wales; 
in hopes of revenging the late infult upon .his honour, and by 
another brave effort to recover his wife and his crown. lie 
had not been there long before a large body of foreigners landed 
in the country; who, fpreading them (elves abroad, committed 
great depredations. I lowed, though defirous of referving his 
ftrength for the main conteft with the king of North Wales, 
could not be indifferent to their ravages; but with much gal¬ 
lantry of fpirit, and with an honeft defue of conciliating the 
affections of the Welfh, he fuddenly attacked the foreigners, and 
forced them wdth great lofs to retire to their fliips. 1 

In the courfe of thefe events the attention of Gryffydh ap 
Llewelyn had been engaged in an affair of fome importance. 

* Welfli Chiron, p, 91. 1 Lord Lyttelton’s Henry II. 1 Welfli Chron. p. 92. 
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Cynan, the fon of Jago ap Edwal, who on his father’s death had 
fled into Ireland for fafety j having engaged in his intereft the 
king of Dublin, whofe daughter he had married, landed in North 
Wales j and either by accident, or by a Stratagem of his own, 
contrived to take Gryffydh prifoner. But the WelSh, being ap¬ 
prised of the difafter, and anxious for the fafety of their king, 
purfued the Irifh j recovered him out of their hands j and follow¬ 
ing them with great Slaughter to their Ships, obliged them to re¬ 
turn into Ireland.' 

How el, the prince of South Wales, by the affiftance of the 
Danes, and of thofe friends who ftill adhered to his fortunes j 
raifed fuch a force as might enable him once again to make head 
againft Gryffydh. That prince, alive to his interefts, and that 
his own territories might not be rendered the Seat of war, inftantly 
marched into the enemy’s country; and defeating the forces of 
his rival, purfued them to the fource of the Towi, a river in 
Caermarthenfliire j where a fecond action more bloody than the 
former-enfued; in which the unfortunate Howel was Slain, and 
the greater part of his army cut in pieces.* Thus was the full 
meafure of vengeance poured upon ther heads of this prince and 
his family, for the murder they had lately committed on Llewelyn 
ap Seifyllt. 

New competitors arofe, on the death of Howel, to difpute 
with Gryffydh the fovereignty of South Wales. Thefe were the 


* WcHh Chion. p. 93. 
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fons of Rhytherch ap jeftyn ; who aflerted their claim to that 
principality, becaufe their father for a little time had enjoyed 
its government. Their pretenfions were oppofed by GryfFydh, 
with his ufual attivity and vigour ; but not with the fame de- 
cifive good fortune ; for after a bloody and obftinate engagement 
which lafted until night, both armies, equally fatigued and un¬ 
willing to renew the combat, returned to their refpe&ive coun¬ 
tries in order to colled reinforcements.' Excepting a flight 
infurre&ion which was eafily repelled, the two States, however, 
enjoyed, under the dominion of GryfFydh, from caufes not ac¬ 
counted for in the Welfh annals, a feafon of unaccuftomed 
tranquility. 

It was, probably, during this interval of peace, that Gryflydh 
appears to have paid fome attention to naval concerns, by pro¬ 
curing from a foreign country a few flxips of war, which were 
manned by foreign failors. Though the motives do not appear 
which induced him to an undertaking fo novel to the Welfh; 
yet it arofe, no doubt, from the obvious policy of fecuring from 
ravages the maritime parts of his dominions; and of importing 
corn and other provifion from foreign markets.* 

Cynan, the fcn of Jago ap Edwal, having remained quiet in 
Ireland, flnee his late fruitlefs attempt, colleded a body of troops 
among his Irifh adherents; with a view to recover, if pofiible, 
his inheritance, and hereditary dignity of his family; but ap- 


* Wdlh Chron. p. 92. 4 Lord Lyttelten’i Life of Hency II. 
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proaching the coaft of North Wales, there fuddenly arofe a vio¬ 
lent ftorm i which deftroyed or difperfed his fleet in fuch a mail- 

••V 

ner, as to render the expedition ineffe&ual.’ 

This interval of peace little fuiting the warlike fpirit of Gryf- 
fydh, he made an inroad into the marches about Hereford ; and 
was oppofed by the Englifh, and by a Norman garrifon in that 
caftle. But the conteft having ended in favour of the Welfti 
prince, he returned into his own dominions enriched with the 
Ipoils of the country. 1 

Rhys, the brother of Gryffydh king of North Wales, a man 
of a bold and enterprifing fpirit, having committed frequent 
depredations in the Englifti marches, had become, on that ac¬ 
count, the object of particular refentment. Being defeated and 
taken prifoner in an incurfion he had made on the borders j he 
was put to death at Bulundune, by the command of king Edward 
the Confeffor, who in this inftance aflumed a fovereign authority} 
and his head was fent to that prince, who then kept his court at 
Gloucefter. 3 

Gryffydh, the fon of Rhytherch ap Jeftyn, having recovered 
from the blow which he had formerly received, at this time raifed 
an army; to endeavour once again to wreft the principality of 
South Wales from Gryffydh, the king of North Wales. The 

« Wclfli Chron. p. 94. 1 Stowe, p. 96. Roger Hovcdon, p, 442. 

* Simon Dunelme fub. Ann. 1053. Stowe’* Chron, p. 97. Matth, Wcltm. p. 323. 
Hid. Angl. 
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activity of tins prince defeated his ambitious defign; for, inftantly 
marching againft him, he eafiiy routed his forces,. and his com- 
petitor was flain in the action.' 

An incident which happened foon after, enabled Gryffydh to 
revenge his brother’s death, and the infult which had been 
offered to the independency of his crown- 

Algar earl of Chefter, having been baniflied by Edward the 
Confeflor, on flight fufpicion, or on no grounds of offence, had 
retired into Ireland j where engaging in his fervice eighteen 
veflels, he landed in North Wales, and put himfelf under the 
protection of Gryffydh. Thefe leaders, aCting in conjunction 
with each other, ravaged the borders of England j and actuated 
by the fame fpirit of vengeance, they proceeded into Herefordfhire, 
and laid wafte that fertile country. To oppofe this dangerous 
inroad, Ranulph earl of Hereford, raifed an army compofed of 
Englifli and Norman troops. With this force he met the con¬ 
federates advancing within two miles of Hereford, and offered 
them battle. Gryffydh acccepted the challenge, with all that confi¬ 
dence which long fuccefs naturally infpires. The earl had ordered 
the Englifh forces to fight upon horfeback, contrary to the cuftom 
of their nation; but when all was prepared to begin the onfet, 
that nobleman, and the Norman troops which he himfelf com¬ 
manded, fled out of the field \ daunted by the appearance of the 
Welfh, or not able to ftand the fhock of their furious charge. 


Welfli Chroa. p. 98. 
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The Englifh Toon followed the example of their leader ; and the 
Welih, purfuing them with great rapidity, cut in pieces four or 
five hundred of the fugitives ; and having entered into Hereford, 
they burned the minfter, and flew feven of the canons who raftily 
attempted to defend it: they then levelled the walls, and fet the city 
on fire ; and putting to death many perfons of note, and carrying 
others into captivity, they returned in triumph, loaded with much 
valuable fpoil.* 

The pacific fpirit of the Confeflor was roufed by this formi¬ 
dable invafion j and he commanded Harold, the fon of earl» 
Godwin, to coiled: forces from every part of the kingdom; which 
were to aflemble at Gloucefter. At the head of this army that 
general marched into North Wales; and advancing, without any 
refiftance, to the Snowdun mountains,* he lay there encamped, 
expetting the approach of the enemy. Unable to oppofe the 
Englifli forces, Gryffydh, and the earl of Chefter, retired into 
South Wales. As foon.as Harold was informed of their retreat, 
he returned to Hereford; leaving however the greateft part of 
his army, to preferve his conquefts, and give an early check 
to any future refiftance of the natives. During his refidence in 
that city, he rebuilt its walls, and added new fortifications to 
that frontier port. He alfo entered into a negotiation with Gryf¬ 
fydh ; and at length concluded a peace not much to the honour 
of England •, as Algar was indulged with a pardon, and. the 

» Saxon Chron. p. 169. Roger Hovedon, p. 443, 444, Simon Duaelmc, p. *88. 
Matth. Wcftm. p. 324. * Ibid. 


197 


full 



GRYFFYDH AP LLEWELYN. Book IV. 

full enjoyment of his earldom; and no compenfation appears to 
have been made for the ravages, or the expence of the war.’ The 
peace being concluded, that nobleman returned with his fleet 
to Chefter ; where the mariners and foldiers remained until they 
had received their pay.* Algar then repaired to the court of 
Edward, and obtained from that prince the confirmation of his 
pardon and dignity. 1 It is not eafy to account for the conduit 
of Harold, in retreating fo fuddenly out of Wales; and in con¬ 
cluding fo diflionourable a peace with the Wellh, over whom his 
arms had gained an unufual advantage. 

The eafy viftory lately obtained over the Englifli and Normans, 
though completely and heavily armed; added to the ufual in¬ 
citements of plunder and national hatred j induced Gryffydh ap 
Llewelyn, in open violation of the peace, to make another inroad 
into the country about Hereford. In this incurfion the bifliop 
of that diocefe 4 was flain at Glaftonburyj as well as the vifcompte, 
or flieriff of the county j and many of the Englifli alfo, both 
laymen and ecclefiaftics. 5 

Though the late peace had been broken by this violent out¬ 
rage, no rcprifals appear to have been made j and through the 
mediation of Harold, and of Leofric earl of Mercia, the tran¬ 
quility of thefe hoftile nations was for a time reftored. 6 

* Roger Hovedon, p. 443, 444. Simon Dunelme, p. 188. Matth. Weflra. p. 314. 

* Simon Dunelme, p. 188. Holinflicad’e Englifli Hill. p. 19,. 

1 Roger Hovedon, p.443,444. Simon Dunelme, p. 188. Matth. Welhn. p.324. 

4 Matth. Weftm. p.325. Roger Hovedon, p. 144. 

s Sim. Dunelme, p. 188. 6 Sim. Dunelme, p. 189. R. Hovedon, p. 444. 
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A person in the fituation of Algar, muft hold the favour of 
his prince by a very precarious tenure j as the clemency of fove : 
reigns is ufually of uncertain duration, when extorted by force or 
expediency. Lying again under; the fufpicion of treafon,- he' 
was a fecond time banilhed the realm and fought an afylum in 
the dominions of GryfFydh the king of North Wales $ by whofe 
aid, and the affitfance of a fleet from Norway, which accidentally 
arrived upon the coaft, he was once more reinftated in his earl- . 
dom. 1 Edward, juftly incenfed at the late barbarities, and vio¬ 
lation of faith j and dreading, no doubt, the confequence if Wales 
fhould become the refuge of his malecontent fubje&s, determined 
to employ the whole force of his kingdom in the conquefl: of 
that country. He trufted the execution of this important defign 
to Harold, the moft diftinguifhed nobleman in his court for 
valour and abilities.* This general, having raifed a very con- 
fiderable army, marched with fuch celerity and conduit into 
North Wales, that he had nearly furprifed GryfFydh in his palace 
at Rhuddlan. The Wellh prince, fcarcely apprifed of his danger 
a moment before the Englilh prefented themfelves at the gates, 
as the only means of fafety, threw himfelf, with a few of his 
attendants, into one of his fhips, at that time equipped in the 
harbour j and failing that inftant, fortunately made his efcapc.' 
The loofe annals of thefe times do not inform us to what country 
he retired in his diftrefs. 


» Simon Dunchne, p. 189. Roger Uovcdon, p.444. 

* Simon Dunclmr, p. 19*. Roger Hovedon, p. 446, Matth. Wcftm. p. 329. 

* Ibid. 
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Mortified that the Welfti king ftiould efcape fo unexpectedly 
out of his hands, Harold, in refentment, burned his palace j 
and fet on fire all the Blips of war and the other veflels remain¬ 
ing in the harbour of Rhudd-lan.' He then returned to Briftol; 
and having fitted out a fleet, on a new plan of dccifive operation, 
he failed round the coaft of Wales ; s with a view, no doubt, of 
preventing the importation of corn and of other provifions. 

In the mean time, a ftrong body of horfe, under the command 
of earl Tofti, the brother of Harold, marched, by the previous 
command of theEnglifh king, into North Wales.’ As foon as 
the Engliih general had intelligence of the arrival of his brother, 
he landed, and joined him with his infantry; leaving his fleet, 
with orders to cruize as before along the coaft of Wales. 4 On 
the junction of thefe troops, Harold made himfelf matter of the 
level country. 5 Being fenfible, in fuch a country as Snowdun, 
that his foldiers ought not to be encumbered by their arms, he 
provided his infantry with targets made of hides, and other 
lighter kinds of armour j 6 more fuitable for iervice in a moun¬ 
tainous region broken by rivers, defiles and forefts. Ills cavalry 
he left on the plains under the command of his brother j ex¬ 
cepting only a few horfe, which, fupported by fmall parties of 
heavy armed infantry, he ordered to foHovv as a body of referve. 
Marching himfelf at the head of his troops, he advanced into 

1 Simon Dunelme, p. 192. Roger Hovcdon, p. 446. Matth. Weft. p. 329. 

* Simon Dunelme, p. 192. Roger Hovcdon, p. 446. 

9 Ibid. * Lord Lyttelton’s JHift. Henry II. vol. II. p. 47. 

9 Ibid. 4 Hiftoria Ingulphi, p. 68. Gale’s Script. 
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the mountainous parts of the country; and having driven the 

4 

Welfli, with great {laughter, out of their inmoll: recefles, he at 
length compelled them to fue for peace.' 1 Thus, by the united 
•effects of vigour, a&ivity and conduft, coinciding with other 
caufes, did Harold fubdue a people who had been hitherto in¬ 
vincible. In want of the animating prefence and fpirited ac¬ 
tivity of their prince, without the means of concei ting neccllary 
meafures of defence, and probably ftraitened for provifions; 
it is no wonder that the Welfli, furprifed and difpirited, fhoulcl 
fink under the impreffion of the Englifh arms. On this occa¬ 
sion Harold fet up feveral pillars of ftone; on each of which 
was engraved this Latin infeription, Hie Fuit Vittor HaralJus ; 
to perpetuate the glory pf having paffed mountains, which had 
hitherto been the inacceffible barriers between the fpirit of 
freedom and the rage of conqueft. 1 

So totally fubdued were the Welfti, that they fubmitted to 
the tribute which in ancient times they had ufually paid; and gave 
hoftages to Harold, as pledges of their future obedience. 5 Un¬ 
der the impreffion of fear, or incenfed at his late defertion, 
they, likewife, renounced allegiance to Gryffydh, their fovereign. 4 

Considering his a£tive and warlike fpirit, we can attribute 
the abfence of Gryffydh to no other caufe, than to the general 

• Camden’s Britannia, p. 545, GibfonV edition, from Giraldus Cambrcufis. 

* Camden's Britannia, p. 545, Gibfon’s edition, from Giraldus Cambrcufis. 

1 Simon Dunelme, p. 192. Matth. Wcfttn. p.329. 

4 Ibid. Hift. Ingulphi. p. 68. Matt. Waft. p. 329. 
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difafFedlion of his fubje&s j at a time, too, when his own interefts, 
and the very fafety of his country demanded his prefence. What¬ 
ever were his motives of abfcnce, whether the revolt of his 
fuhjccfs, or inability to return on account of the Englifh fleet, 
this prince came into North Wales in the fummer of the 
following year. 1 As foon as he landed, he attempted to aflert 
his own rights, and to vindicate the common caufe againft 
Harold; who, by the incitement of Caradoc, the fon of GryfFydh 
ap Rhythcrch, had invaded South Wales, and had fubdued a 
great part of that country.* Inffead of rejoicing at his pre¬ 
fence, or eagerly ranging under his ftandard, this gallant prince 
was put to death by his own fubjeds, at the inftigation of 
Harold, and during his march into South Wales. 5 As the 
firft fruits of their vaflalage, this improvident and ungrateful 
people fent his head to the Englifli general; together with the 
prow of the fhip in which he had returned/ Befides two fons, 
Meredydli and Ithc), GryfFydh left a daughter called Neff; 
who was afterwards married to Trahaearn ap Caradoc, king of 
North Wales. 5 

In this manner died GryfFydh the fon of Llewelyn ap Seifyllt; 
whole princely qualities entitled him to a happier fate. His 
talents for government, and the vigour and profperity of his 
arms, foon turned the tide of affairs, vindicated the honour of 
his kingdom, and gave it an unufual importance. His amiable 

1 Lord Lyttclii'nVs Kill. Henry II. vul. IT. p. 4S. * Welfli Chron. p. 101. 3 Ibid. 

+ Sin-. D.uiilii f, p. iijf. ? Wynne’s Ilifh Wales, p. 95, 101. 
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manners, and his abilities in war, made him equally the idol 
of his people, and the terror of his enemies; and had rendered 
a reign of thirty-four years unclouded by any adverfity; until 
the late ftonn, which perhaps it was not in his power either to 
dude or repel, in fome meafure fliaded its glory, and deprived 
this excellent prince of his life, and his country of its freedom. 

It is but too probable, that this foul murder was perpe¬ 
trated, through the influence of Bleddyn and Rhiwallon, the 
fons of Cynvyn by Angharad, the mother of the late king; as 
thele princes were, by the appointment of king Edward, in- 
vefted, on this occafion, with the fovereignty of North Wales 
and Powys.* At the fame time, the Englifh king gave the 
principality of South Wales to Meredydh, the eldeft fon of 
Owen ap Edwyn.* Thefe princes were obliged to take an oath 
of fealty to the king of England, and to pay the full tribute, 
which ever had been paid to any of his predeceflors.* A law, 
at this time, was made by earl Harold, which enads, that if any 
Welfhman, coming into England without licence, was taken 
on that fide of Offa’s dyke, his right hand fhould be cut oft’. 
This ftatute fhews, that, fo late as the reign of Edward the 
Confeflbr, this dyke was confidered as the diferiminating line 
between the two nations. 1 * 3 4 


1 Welllr Chron. p. 102. Simon Du nehru-, p, 192. \Ym. *Yfalmfl>ury, p. 94. 

* Wclfli Chron. p. 102. 

3 Matth.Wcft. p. 329. Sim. Dunelmc, p. 191. Chr.dc Mailros, p, 159. 

Camden’s Britannia, p. 585, Gibfon’s edit. Speed’s Chron. p.401. 
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An incident happened in the late reign, which though not 
very linking at firft, at length arofe into hiftorical importance* 
Macbeth, the tyrant of Scotland, having caufed Banquo to be 
murdered, of whole integrity and influence he was jealous; his 
fon Flcance, to avoid the tyranny of that ufurper, fled into 
North Wales,' and was kindly received by GryfFydh ap Llewelyn ; 
in whofe court he was long entertained with the warmeft af- 
fc&ion. During his refidence in the Welfli court, he became 
enamoured of Neft, the daughter of that prince; and violating 
the laws of hofpitality and honour, by an illicit conne&ion 
with her, ftie was delivered of a fon who was named Walter. 
In refentment of fo foul an offence, GryfFydh commanded 
Fleance to be put to death; and reduced his daughter to the 
loweft fervile fituation, for having fuffered herfelf to be dif- 
honoured by a foreigner. As the youth, who was the fruit of 
this illicit connection, advanced in years, he became diftin- 
guifhed for his valour and an elevated mind. "A difpute having 
arifen between him and one of his companions, the nature of 
his birth was retorted upon him by his angry antagonift in 
terms of reproach; which fo irritated the fiery fpirit of Walter, 
that he infianily killed him$ and afraid of abiding the confe- 
quences of the murder, he fled into Scotland. On his arrival 
in that kingdom, he inflnuated himfelf among the Englifh, who 
were in the train of queen Margaret, the After of Edgar Athel- 
ing. 1 He foon acquired, by his wifdom and conduct: in this 

* Buchanan Hid. Rcr. Scot. p. 193. Welfli Chron. p. 98. 

Wdfli Chron. p. 98. I)r. l’owel’s notes on Girajdus Catnbrcnfis Itiner. Cam¬ 
bric, lib. I. cap. II. p. 88. 
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country, the general efteem j and his abilities unfolding as they 
were employed in the public fervice, he was appointed lord 
Reward of Scotland, and receiver of the revenues of the realm. 
From this office, he and his dcfcendants have taken the furname 
of Stuart; and from this root have fprung the royal houfe of 
that name, and many other branches of illuftrious families in 
Scotland. 1 

As Caradoc, the fon of Gryffydh ap Rhytherch, had been the 
caufe of the late invafion by Harold, he was in hopes of obtain¬ 
ing, on the death of the late prince, the government of South 
Wales. Inftead of fatisfying the ambition of the Welfh chief¬ 
tain, that nobleman banilhed him the country; and, either 
placing no confidence in a man whom he knew to be fubtile and 
deceitful; or finding that he could not obtain from him a lord- 
fhip, which he was defirous of pofleffing near Hereford, he 
caufed Meredydh, as before related, whom he had found more 
compliant to his will, to be invefted with the lovereignty. On 
this lordfhip, Harold ere&ed a very fplendid houfe, at Portafkc- 
with in Monmouthfhire and having frequently given an in¬ 
vitation to king Edward, who at that time refided at Glou- 
cefter, that prince at length paid him a vifit. 

This mark of favour excited the envy of Tolti, the eldeft 
brother of Harold which, a little time after, was highly in¬ 
flamed by a trifling incident. Being at a feaft with the king, 


'• Buchanan, p. 198. * Simon Dunclme, p.191. 
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in his court at Windfor, that prince ordered Harold to prcfcnt 
him with a cup of wine; a preference which had fuch an 
effeft on the paflion and the pride of Tofti, that fetting afide 
every fenfe of fear or decency, he feized his brother, and dragged 
him to the ground by the hair of his head.' For this offence he 
was baniflied the king’s prefence. 

Retiring from the Englifh court in great fury, he proceeded 
to Hereford, where Harold was preparing an entertainment for 
the king; he there murdered all the fervants belonging to his 
brother; and cutting off their heads, legs, arms, and other 
parts of their bodies, he put them into the veflels of wine, 
metheglin, ale and beer, which were referved for the royal en¬ 
tertainment. He then fent his fovereign a contemptuous mef- 
fage, that there was no occafion to provide any other than 
frcfh provifions, as he himfelf had taken care to leave a fufficiency 
of preferved and powdered meats.* For this fecond offence he 
.was banifhed the realm for life.’ 

This Angular barbarity had not been perpetrated long, when 
Caradoc the fon of Gryffydh ap Rhytherch came to Portafke- 
with, the houfe lately creded by Harold; and to revenge the 
difappointment he had lately received from that nobleman, flew 
the labourers who were there at work, with all his people and 

* Simon Dunclmc, p. 192. 

* Matth. Wcftin. p. 331. Wclfh Chron. p. 104, 105. Simon Dunclmc, p. 192. 
Camden’s Brit. p. 597. 
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Servants j and then defacing the ftructure, he carried away the 
materials, which, at a great expence, had been brought to orna¬ 
ment the building.' Whatever illuftrates the charaftcr of man, 
or diferiminates nicely the fpirit of the times, will be intc- 
refting to the reader of fentiment; though the incidents we 
have lately recorded, form no leading links, which are efiential 
in the chain of our hiftory. 

In confequence of the death of Harold, and of the decifive A - T) - 

1066. 

battle of Ilaftings, William, duke of Normandy, had mounted 
the Englilh throne. During the conqueft of England by that 
prince, the Welfh remained inactive fpeflators of the feene be¬ 
fore them j viewing it with the fame indifference, as if it had 
been a ftruggle between two foreign nations. Indeed, it was not 
likely that they fhould feel themfclves interefted in the pros¬ 
perity of cither fide; knowing whatever was the event, that in 
their turn, they themfclves might become the viftims of the 
conqueror’s fury ; and it was certainly right conduft, to fuffer 
two people, from vvhofe ambition they had every tiling to fear, 
to weaken or to deflroy each other by mutual hoftilities. But 
it is ftrange, that a brave people like the Welfh, during the 

favourable moments which this contcft afforded, did not, bv a 

* 

Spirited enterprizc of fome effect and importance, wipe away 
the late national dishonour; and by wife, united, and vigorous 
meafures, attempt to recover the independence they had loft. 


1 Mattl>. Wcitm. ■ Welfh Chron. Sec. 
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Notwithstanding the want of fpirit, or general inatten- 
A-D. tion of the Wei Hi at this juncture, Bleddyn and Rhiwallon, the 
iftofwii- kings of North Wales, during the abfence of William in Nor- 
queror. mandy, joined Edric earl of Mercia, in a defultory incurfion 
upon the borders ; and laid waftc the country of Hereford as far 
as Wycbridge.' 

These princes had fcarcely returned into their own territories, 
when Meredydh and Ithel, the fons of Gryffydh ap Llewelyn, 
the late king of North Wales, appeared upon the ftage as com¬ 
petitors for the crown. The young princes, in fupport of their 
indubitable rights, raifed an army, and fought a fevere battle 
with the reigning princes, at a place called Mechain in the 
county of Montgomery. In this aftion, one of the rival princes 
on each fide, Rhiwallon and Ithel, was flain; and Meredydh, 
after feeing his army defeated, was forced to fly for fafety 
a.jd. amidft the inmoft receffes of the mountains. The openings into 
thefe mountains being ftri&ly guarded by Bleddyn, rendered his 
efcape impoflible * and the young prince miferably perifhed by 
cold and hunger. This viftory left Bleddyn ap Cynvyn foie 
fovereign of North Wales and Powys.* 

Caradoc the Ion of Gryffydh ap Rhytherch, not brooking 
his late difappointment, raifed a large body of Normans j and 
joining them with his own vaflals out of the diftrift of Gwent, 
attacked Meredydh prince of South Wales, on the banks of the 


* Simon Dunclme, p. 197. WclfliChron. p. 109. 


Wclfli Chron. p. 109. 

Rympyn, 



Book IV. 


BLEDDYN AP CYNVYN. 


209 


Rympyn, a river in that country; whofe forces being much in¬ 
ferior in point of ft length, were eafily routed, and he himfelf 
flain in the a&ion. Caradoc did not long enjoy the fruits of 
his vidlory; as he died foon after, and left his fon Rhytherch 
to fucceed to the government of South Wales.’ 

Though no general or concerted meafures of refinance had 
taken place againft the tyranny of William, a few infurreftions 
arofe from the difeontent or patriotifm of the Englifh lords. 

Under cover of celebrating a marriage at Norwich, between the 
fitter of the earl of Hereford, and Ralph earl of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, many of the nobility in England confpired againft Wil¬ 
liam j and in the midft of their caroulals, entered into a folemn 
engagement to defend their liberties . 1 To thefc nuptials feveral 
of the Welfli chieftains were invited, out of refpefl to the mother 
of the earl of Norfolk, fhe being a native of that country; and 
in hopes, perhaps, of inducing the princes of Wales, by fuch 
an a ft of courtefy, to favour their enterprife.' In the morning, 
when fober reflexion had returned, Waltheof, a Saxon nobleman, 
and one of the confpirators, ftruck with the diiloyalty of the 
enterprife, or its danger, repaired to the king in Normandy ; and 
informed him of the confpiracy, with the part which he himfelf had 
a&ed. That monarch, on receiving this intelligence, came into a. d. 
England) and with his ufual vigour, aflifted by the fpirited 7th of 5 \vii- 
meafures of his minifters, gave a check to the rebellion before Cmujueior. 


> Wynne’s Hill. Wales, p. 103. 

» Matth. Paris, p. 7. Watts’s edition. 1 Welds Chron. p. 111. 
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it had matured into ftrengthand this infurreftion, like all 
others, when they prove ineffectual, only ferved to render the 
conqueror’s power more abfolute. Two noblemen, and others 
of the confpiracy, died by the hands of the executioner . 1 And 
many of the Welih, under the pretext of treafon, were involved 
in the fame fate, though invited to the nuptials merely as fpeftators 
of the ceremony ; fome of whom were hanged, others had their 
eyes put out, and the remainder were banifhed the realm.' This 
ftroke of ajjumed juftice points out the favage and decifive charac¬ 
ter of William the Conqueror; and the tame fubmiffion of the 
Welih, without reprifals or fliew of refentment, marks the low 
ebb of national fpirit at this difhonourable period. 

/ 

The fame fate, which had ended the career of many of the 
Welih princes, put a period to the days of Bleddyn ap Cynvyn, 
the king of* North Wales and Powys. This prince, from mo¬ 
tives we are not able to account for, was alTaHinated by Rhys, 
the fon of Owen ap Edwyn, the youngeft fon of Howcl Dhaj 
and who was aided, in this cruel tranfa&ion, by the Welih chief¬ 
tains who inhabited the banks of the Towi.* + 

T he inftitution of a code of laws, and the general elteem in 
which Bleddyn ap Cynvyn was held by his fubjeCts, for his 
amiable manners and the mildnefs of his government, might have 


' Stowe’s (‘liroi-. p. 10?. ' 1 Welih Citron, p. hi. 

* VI.ittli. Paris, p. 7. Stowe’s Chron. p. 105. 

* lyirarl Tywi. + Welih Annals, p. 111. 
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tranfmitted his name with honour to pofterity, if deep fufpicion* 
had not fixed a ftain'upon his memory for the murder of his 
fovereign; and if he had not betrayed the liberties of his country, 
and yielded up its honour, by deigning to receive his crown 
from the hands of its hereditary enemy, and by conlenting to 
hold its authority as a tributary' of the Engliili princes.f 


• Welfli Chron. p. x02.—-That the reader may be enabled to form his own judg¬ 
ment on the jufticc of this fufpicion, the author has fuhjoincd the very words of 
the Welfli Chronicle, as tranllared by Dr. Povvcl; when /peaking of the qualities of 
Gryffydli, he adds thi3 remarkable paflage, “ and unworthy of that cruel death, 
“ that the ambitious defire of rule did provoke his unkind fubjeds, and unnatural 
“ coofens, to prepare for fo. noble a prince, and fo gentle a mailer as he was.”— 
This aflertion, with the other leading circumilanccs in confequcncc of the tranfaClion, 
will defend the author, he trufls, from the charge of feverity or rafltr.efs. 

1 Hiftoria Ingulphi, p. 68. Hovedon, p. 446. 

■f Blcddyn ap Cynvyn had by feveral women many children, Mcredydh, Llywarch, 
Cadwgan, ftjadoc, Ririd, and Iorwcrth. Wclili Chron. p. 111. 
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Gryffydh ap Cynan had languifhed twelve years in cap¬ 
tivity,' negle&ed by his fubje&s, or what is more probable, 
without their having had the ability to procure his releafe. The 
fituation of this prince excited the compaffion of a young 
man, named Kynwric Ilir, a native of Edeyrnion j who deter¬ 
mined, if poffible, to effeft his efcape out of prifon, though 
at every hazard to himfelf. The enterprife was bold, generous, 
and full of danger. Attended by a few followers he repaired 
to Chcfter, under pretence of purchafing neceflaries; and having, 
early in the evening, gained admittance into the cattle, while 
the kee*pers were deeply engaged in feafting, he carried on his 
back the captive prince, loaded with chains, and conveyed him 
with fafety into his own dominions. It is with pleafure we 
contemplate an aftion, like this, heroic in itfelf, and directed 
by a principle of mafculinc virtue. 

Though Gryffydh ap Cynan had thus fortunately efcaped 
out of the hands of his enemies, he had many difficulties ftill 
to encounter; as his own fubjefls were either difpirited, or 
alienated from him; and the Englifh were mafters of the country. 
His danger was fometimes fo great, that he was obliged to lie 
concealed in woods and in other places of fecurity •, but after 
he had endured a variety of evils, and taken thofe cattles which 
the Normans had ere&ed during his captivity, he recovered the 
entire pofleflion of his kingdom.* 

Camden’s Brit, Gibfon’* edit. p. 656. * Vita Griffith, fil. Conani. 

It 
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. It was not likely that the impatient fpirit of the Welfh, their 
fovereign having obtained his liberty, would remain quiet under 
the late ufurpations. Gryffydh ap Cynan, fired with refentment 
for the miferies which he himfelf and his country had endured, 
with Cadwgan the fon of Bleddyn ap Cynvyn, invaded the ter¬ 
ritory of Caerdigan j and flew great numbers of the Englifh, 
who had lately fettled in that country.' After this enterprife 
the two princes returned into their own territories. 

The Normans having procured a reinforcement out of Eng¬ 
land, propofed, by a fudden inroad into North Wales, to revenge 
the injuries they had lately fuftained. This defign was difeovered 
by Cadwgan; and that prince, fuddenly intercepting them as 
they marched through the foreft of Yjfpys, defeated their forces, 
after an obftinate refiftance, and obliged them to retreat with 
confiderable lofs. The rapid movements of the Welfli prince 
did not allow his enemies leifure to breathe. Purfuing them 
clofely in their flight, and aflifted by the general confternation, 
he laid wafte the country of Caerdigan and Pembroke; de- 
molifhed every fortrefs lately ere&cd, except the caftles of Pem¬ 
broke and Rydcors; which by their ftrength, or the bravery of 
the garrifons, baffled his power. Having thus recovered, by fo 
fortunate an enterprife, a great part of South Wales, Cadwgan 
returned into Powys.* 

Elated with fuch unufual profperity, and animated by a 
fpirit of patriotifm, the king of North Wales, and the fons of 

* Welfli Chron. p. ija. Brit. Antiq, Revived by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 32. 

1 Welfli Chron. p. ijz. 
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Bleddyn ap Cynvyn, again united their forces. Not content- 
with expelling the enemies of their country, they carried their 
arms into the marches of England; a fpirit of ferocity directing 
their operations. The Wclfli princes divided their forces into 
different parties; one of which was defeated by the earl of Shrewf- 
bury.' The other bodies, not meeting with any rcfiftance, with 
the force and impetuofity of mighty torrents, fpread along the 
Engliffi borders devaftation and ruin. The counties of Chefter, 
Hereford, Worceffer, and Salop, were laid wafte. The cities, the 
towns, and many villages were plundered, or fet on fire, or 
levelled with the ground; and, with a cruelty that difhonoured 
the juftice of their caufe, the inhabitants, without any dif- 
tin&ion of age or of fex, were carried away prifoners, or 
perilhed by the fvvord. 

William Rufus, inflamed with refentment, that a people, 
who had yielded a tame fubmiflion to his father, fliould dare to 
contemn his authority, and attack him in his own dominions, 
A - D - raifed a great army, and marched in perfon into the confines of 

1094. ° 

: th of wa- Wales. The Welfti with great fpirit repulfed his attacks; and 

li.im Rum. * * 

after lofing great numbers of horfes and men, he was forced to 
return with di(honour into England to reinforce his army. 
Flu (lied with their fucccfs, the Wellh princes, on the retreat of 
the Englifh, ventured to lay fiegc to the caftle of Mont¬ 
gomery ; repufed the ftrongeft and the beft fortified of any in 
Wales. The Normans gallantly defended the place for many 

■* Annalcs Waverleicifes, p. J39. from Ang. Script. Hifiorix. 
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days; but the WeKh, having found means to undermine the 
walls, took it by ftormj and after putting the garrifon to 
the fvvord, levelled that fortrefs with the ground/ 

One common fpirit of aflerting their freedom animated the 
Weifli at this fortunate moment. The Englifh, who inhabited 
South Wales, were attacked in their different fettlements j and 
after fome defultory refiftance, were obliged to evacuate the 
country. In the courfe of thefe hoftilifies, Roger Montgomery 
earl of Salop, William Fitzeuftace earl of Gloucetter, - m.! >;her 
Englifh noblemen were flain/ Thus at length did this g ilant 
people, whole fpirit had long been depreffed by the hand of 
power, recover, with fomewhat like claftic force, the im¬ 
portance of their ancient chara&er. 

Though the Normans had been driven out of South Wales, 
they were in no meafure reconciled to the lofs of their fertile 
poflehions. They provided frefli foldiers to garrifon the different 
cattles which they had eretted in the country ; befides furnittiing 
each of them with a proper flock of provifions. Returning into 
South Wales, once more to contend for the prize with the na¬ 
tive inhabitants, they were affaultcd by the fons of Edncrth ap 
Cadwgan, and driven back into England with great (laughter. 
Their feveral fortrefles, after a fpirited defence made by the 


» Brompton’s C’hron. p. 991. Simon Dunclmc, p. 220. Polydorc Virgil, p. 273. 
Walter Hi-mingford Canon of Gillcbournc, p.465. Annalcs Wavcrlcicnfcs, p. 139, 
from Ang. Script. Hiftorne. 


A. D. 

1094. 


a Wclfli Chron. p, 154. 
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garrifons, were yielded up to the WeHh; who for fome time 
were left in quiet pofleffion of a great part of the country. At 
the lame time, two chieftains of North Wales, joining their 
forces with thofe of the fons of Cadwgan ap Bleddyn, one of 
the princes of Powys, made an inroad into Pembroke, then in 
the pofleffion of Arnulph the fon of Roger Montgomery; 
and after having laid wafte the whole country, they returned 
into their refpe&ive territories enriched with plunder. The caftle 
of Pembroke, lately erected by the above-mentioned lord, had 
baffled all the attempts of the Wellh; that fortrefs having been 
gallantly defended by Gerald de Windfor, the governor. 1 . 

The late difafters, and the difgrace which he in perfon had 
received, excited in the fierce mind of Rufus the keeneft indigna- 
a. d. tion. He entered Wales, a lecond time, at the head of a royal 
oth of wii- army. During his march, the activity of the WeHh cut off 

.liam lxiizus* t 

his provifions, harraffed his troops, and confidcrably diminiflied 
his numbers both in men and horfes; for keeping aloof in the 
woods and marflies, or on the tops of the mountains, they fud- 
denly attacked the Englilh, with great advantage, in the defiles 
of the country, and in the paflages of rivers.* And fuch was 
the valour of the WeHh, and fuch the condufr of their leaders; 
fo great were the difficulties likewile which Rufus found in at¬ 
tempting to penetrate through the country, or in drawing the 
enemy to a battle, that in defpair he gave up the enterprife j 

» Welflj Chron. p. 154. 

1 Brompton’s Chron. p. 992. Matth. Weftra. lib, U. fol. 12. Polydor* Vir* 
£ :l * P< » 74 - 
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and after refortifying fome caftlcs upon the borders, returned 
with additional difgrace into England. 1 

The late exertions of the Welfh, and the profperous turn in 
their affairs, muft furcly give plcafure to every reader of fenti- 
ment, who feels a tender c oncern for the interefts of humanity ; 
and who has feen a fpirit of private rapacity, dire&ed by the 
policy of England, and adting in concert with its power, en¬ 
trenching on the natural rights of a people, inferior in every 
means of refource, and whole only fupport was the juftice of 
their caufe, and an ardent valour infpired by freedom. 

Discomfiture and difgrace having of late attended on the 
arms of England, a different mode of conducing the war was 
adopted. Many of the Norman nobility were encouraged to 
undertake, at their own charge, the conqueft of the Welfh; and 
about this time, or before, many barons had acquired con- 
fidcrable fettlements, in thofe parts of Wales which had been 
lately fubdued, or along the frontiers of the country. Among 
others, Peter Corbet fettled on the lordfhip of Caurs, Mortimer 
on Wigmore, Fitz Alen on Clun and Ofwcftry, Monthault on 
Hawarden, Fitzwarren on Whittington, Roger le Strange on 
Elefmere, Drude Baladon on Abergavenny, and Gilbert on Mon¬ 
mouth/ 

At the fecret inftigation of Owen ap Edwyn, lord of Engle- a. i>. 
field, and of other chieftains in North Wales, a very formidable ,09 °' 

* Brompton’s Chron. Matt. Weft. Polydore Virgil. 

2 Manufcriprtreatifeon the marches, in poffcffion of Philip Lloyd Fletcher, Efq. 

army 
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army invaded that country, under the command of the earls of 
Chcfter' and Shrcwfbury.* Gryffydh, the king of North Wales, 
and Cadvvgan ap Blcddyn, not being able on a fudden to coll eft 
a force fufficient to oppofe them, and not having the neceffary 
confidence in their troops, gave way for a time, and retired to 
the mountains for fecurity. The two earls, meeting with no 
refiftance, continued their march into that part of Caernarvon- 
ihire which lies oppofite to Anglcfcy. Gryffydh ap Cynan, 
feeing the danger which threatened the feat of his government, 
palled over the water of Menai, attended by his afibciatc Cadvvgan; 
and having received a flight reinforcement out of Ireland, he 
feemed determined to defend the illand. 1 At this critical mo¬ 
ment, Owen ap Edwyn, wliofe daughter had married the Wclfli 
king, and who was likewife his principal minifter, openly avowed 
his trcafon, and joined the Englifh army with his forces. The 
Welfh princes, alarmed at the perfidy and revolt of fo powerful 
a chieftain, and unable to oppofe the united force of the ene¬ 
my, withdrew into Ireland. 4 No longer protected, the ifland 
of Anglefey fell an cafy prey to the Englifh; who poured upon 
the inhabitants the full meafurc of retaliation for the cruelties 
which had been lately committed in the borders of England. It 
is painful to relate the Angular and lavage barbarities excrciled 
on this occafion ; rcfembling more the deliberate malice of 
ruffians, than the impetuofity of foldicrs. Some of thefe people 
had their hands cut off, others their feet; fome had their eves 

' Hugh / ~> .j<, or the fat tai l of Chcfter. 

' Called hy the Wclfli Hugh SocL, or Hugh with the red head, 

' Wei lit Chion. p. 155. 4 Wclfli Chron. p. 155. 

pulled 
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pulled out, others were caftrated, and great numbers were 
mafiacred. A prieft of the name of Kenred, venerable for his 
years and his wifdom, having taken fan&uary in a church, the 
earl of Shrewlbury commanded him to be taken from thence; 
ordered one of his eyes to be pulled out, his tongue to be cut, 
and caufed him likewife to be deprived of his manhood. 1 We 
fliould have drawn a veil over fuch a fcene of barbarity, if the 
defign of hiftory had been only to adorn a ftory; and not to 
point the inftru&ive moral, or to delineate, with a faithful pencil, 
the portraiture of men and manners. 

The fafety of North Wales, at this perilous crilis, depended 
upon a train of fortuitous circumftances. Magnus the fon of 
Harold king of Norway, having taken pofleffion of the Orkneys 
and of the Ifle of Man, arrived accidentally upon the coaft 
of Anglefey. Hearing of the cruelties committed by the Englifli, 
and touched with a fcnfe of generous pity, he determined to land 
his forces, and to preferve the miferable inhabitants from de- 
ftru&ion. 1 The Englilh endeavoured to oppofe the Norwegians. 
In the attempt, the earl of Shrewlbury was llain. The prince 
of Norway, obferving that nobleman refolute in oppofing his 
landing, and whofe impetuous valour had carried him into the 
fea, levelled an arrow; which through the opening of his armour - 
pierced his right eye, and reaching his brain, he fell down con- 
vulfed into the water,. The Norwegian prince, on feeing him 


* Brampton’s Chron. p.994. Fabian, p. 315. 

1 Wclfli Chron. p. 156. Vii. Griththi. 131 . Conan. 
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fall, exultingly cried, “ Let him dance.” 1 This accidental ftroke 
of juftice, feen by the eye of fuperftition, made the Welfh to 
conclude, that the arrow had been dire&ed by the immediate 
hand of the Almighty. 

The death of the earl of Shrewsbury produced fome diforder 
among the Englifh, and obliged them to abandon the fhore. 
The earl of Chefter, on this difafter, fuddenly retreated into 
England; leaving Owen ap Edwyn to enjoy for a time the 
fruits of his treafon. The Norwegians finding that the Englifh. 
had not left any thing to plunder, immediately re-embarked. 1 
This attempt was the laft enterprife of any of the northern 
nations, to plunder or to fubdue this country.’ 

After an abfence of two years in Ireland, Gryffydh ap Cynan, 
attended by Cadwgan, returned into Wales j and concluded a 
peace with the Englifh, upon terms of great difadvantage. The 
h D> dominions of Gryffydh, by this treaty, were reduced to the ifland 
10 9 8 - Q f Anglefey; and Cadwgan retained only the territory of Caer- 
digan, and a fmall part of Powys. 4 Unacquainted as we are 
with the fprings of aflion, it is not eafy to account for the long 
abfence of Gryffydh j or to trace in his prefent conduct any 
marks of that vigour, and decifion of character, which diftin- 
guifhed the early operations of his reign. 

* Girald. Carabr. Itin. cap. VII. Sim. Dunelme, p. aaj. * Welfh Chron. p. 156. 

j Hume’s Hift. Eng. In the courfe of this expedition, the earl of Chefter rebuilt the 
cafllc of Diganwy, the feat of the ancient princes of Wales. King’s Vale Royal of 
Chcfhire, p. 4.8. 


4 Welfh Chron. p. 1 qG. 
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It might feem, as if fome degree of retaliative juftice, diftin- 
guilhed the death of William Rufus king of England ; who was 
llain by accident, as he was hunting in the New Foreft in 
Hampfhire. His younger brother, Henry the firft, fucceeded to a. d. 
the Englifh crown. 

Robert Belesmo, the fon of Roger Montgomery earl of a. n. 

IlOK 

Shrewfbury, andArnulph his brother earl of Pembroke, having 
engaged in rebellion againft Henry, drew into their treafonable 
defigns Mcredydh, Cadvvgan, and Jorwerth; the three princes of 
Powys, and fons to the late king Bleddyn ap Cynvyn. The 
Englifh king marched in perfon with a large army againft them; 
and repairing to the marches of Wales, laid liege to the caftle 
of Bridgenorth. Finding this fortrefs too ftrong, on account of 
its fituation and warlike appointments, to afford him the profpeit 
of reducing it eafily, he fent privately to Jorwerth, one of the 
Welfh princes; in hopes, by fuch motives as were likely to 
touch his refentment, or his intereft, to detach him from the 
<cls, and incline him to engage in his fervice. He offered him 
the territories which the two earls pofleffed in Wales, without 
paying tribute, or taking any oath of allegiance; and at the 
fame time, he recalled to his memory the many and deep injuries 
which his country had received from the families of thole lords. 

Thefe offers, artfully directed to the feelings of the Welfh prince, 
were gladly accepted. Jorwerth immediately joined the king; 
and with the ufual animofity of a deferter, detached his troops 
to ravage the eftates of the two Englifh earls. The perfidy of 
his conduit threw his brothers and the rebel lords into the utmoft 

I i 2 difinay; 
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difmay j they defpaired of being able to make head againft the 
king, and, within a little time after, the confederacy was diflolved/ 

As foon as king Henry had returned into England, Jorwerth 
arrefted his brother Meredydh, and confined him in prifon j his 
other brother Cadwgan he took into favour, and gave him the 
territory of Caerdiff, and a part of Powys. He then repaired 
to the Englifh court, in full confidence of receiving from Henry 
a fuitable recompence for the fervices he had lately performed. 
The king, however, wanting no longer his afliftance, not only 
received him with great coldnefs, but deprived him alfo of thofe 
territories which he had received as the reward of his treachery; 
and he was difmified from the court covered with fharne and 
difappointment.* Richard de Belmarlh the biftiop of London, 
was, at this time, appointed Warden of the marches. This prelate 
fummoned Jorwerth to attend him at Shrewfbury, under pre¬ 
tence of confulting about public affairs; but as foon as the 
A. D. Wei Hi prince made his appearance, he was arrefted for treafon, 
found guilty of the real or alledged charge, and committed to 
prifon.’ The diftruft of a traitor, and the dread of the eftc&s 
arifing from difappointed ambition, were no doubt the real me-, 
tives which produced his difgrace. 

A series of feuds and hoftilities, unpleafing in the recitar, 
arife, at this period, in the hiftory of Wales. Thefe inteftine 
divifions, too delcriptive of the manners of the Welfh, were the 


* Wellh Chron. p, 158; * Ibid. p. 159. * Ibid. p. 160. 
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means of accelerating the ruin of their ftates; deftroying by de¬ 
grees their union and their ftrength, and affording opportunities 
to the Englifh kings of detaching the Welfh chieftains from the 
interefts of their country. 

Cadwgan ap Bleddvn, in the Chriftmas holidays, invited a. d. 
the chieftains who refided in the country adjacent, to a feaft at 110 ' 
his caftle in fome part of Pembroke. In the courfe of their 
feftivity, mead , the wine of this country, having raifed their 
fpirits, Neft 1 the wife of Gerald, the governor of Pembroke caftle, 
was fpoken of in terms of admiration ; the beauty and elegance 
of whofe perfon, it was faid, exceeded thofe of any lady in Wales. 

The curiofity of Owen the fon of Cadwgan was ftrongly excited 
to fee her; and he had little doubt of obtaining admittance, as 
there was a degree of relationfhip fubfifting between them. Under 
colour of a friendly vifit, the young chieftain, with a few of his 
attendants, was introduced into the caftle. Finding that Fame 
had been cold in her praife, he returned home deeply enamoured 
of her beauty, and fired with an eager defire of enjoying her. 

The fame night, returning with a party of his retainers, as 
daring and diflolute as himfelf, he fecretly entered the caftle; 
and in the confufion produced by fetting it on fire, furrounded 
the chamber in which Gerald and his wife flept. Awaked by the 
noife, Gerald rulhed out of bed to inquire into the caufe of 
the difturbance. His wife, alarmed at the danger which threat¬ 
ened her hufband, prevented his opening the door; and advifing 
him to retire to the Privy, fhc aflifted him in pulling up the 

1 Camden’s Brit. p. 630. Gibfon’s edit.. 

board; 
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•board; by which means, and her farther affiftance, he let him- 
felf down, and made his efcape. The ruffian and his followers 
then broke open the chamber door; and after a diligent fearch, 
not finding Gerald, they feifed his wife and two of his fons, be- 
fides a fon and a daughter which he had by a concubine; then 
leaving the caflle in flames, and ravaging the country, he carried 
off Neft and the children into Powys. This adventure gave 
Cadwgan the greatcft uneafinefs. Afraid left Henry might re¬ 
venge on his head the atrocious a£tion of his fon, he came into 
Powys ; and requefted Owen that he would fend back to Gerald 
his wife and children, as well as the plunder which he had taken. 
The young chieftain, whofe love was heightened by the poffef- 
fion of his miftrefs, refufed to reftore her. Whether flie yielded 
to the violence of her lover from choice or from neceffity, is un¬ 
certain; but he foon after fent back to Gerald all his children, 
at her particular requeft.* 

Owen being afraid of receiving from the warden of the 
marches the punifhment due to fuch an outrage, efcaped with 
all his affociates into Ireland. His father Cadwgan fecreted him- 
felf for a time in Powys; but having fatisfied king Henry of 
his innocence concerning the late affair, he was permitted to re¬ 
main in his own country, and to enjoy the town and eftates 
which he held in right of his wife; 1 he was fome time after 
reinftated in the pofleflions which had belonged to him in Caer- 
•digan, on paying to the king a fine of one hundred pounds. 


1 WelfliChion. p. 164.. and Wynne’s Hill. IValcvp, 129. 
YVelih Chron. p. 165. 
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After many years confinement, Jorwerth ap Bleddyn was 
releafed out of prifpn, and reftorcd to his territory; on his paying 
a fine of three hundred pounds in money, or of that value in- 
cattle or horfes.* 

Soon after his rcleafe, this prince and his brother Cadwgan 
repaired to England, to tranfatt with Henry fome affairs of 
their own.* During their abfence, Owen the fon of Cadwgan, a. d. 
who was juft arrived out of Ireland, and whofe turbulent fpirit * 109 ” 
was always in motion, murdered a bifhop, with all his attendants, 
on his journey to the Englifh court and then retired for fecurity 
into his father’s territories. This outrage being reported to 
Henry, Cadwgan was called to anfwer for the conduct of his 
fon ; but the excufcs he made not having fatisfied the king, his 
eftates were taken from him; that prince telling him, at the fame 
time, that his territories fliould be given to one, who with a 
firmer hand, would be able to reftrain fuch diforders. He fettled 
on him a penfion for life; and charged him on his allegiance, 
not to enter into any part of Wales until licence fhould be given. 

The territory of the Welfh prince was given to Strongbow 
earl of Strigil, on the ufual condition of obtaining pofiefiion by 
the fword. This baron foon after landing in Caerdigan, eafily 
accomplifhed his views of conqueft; and to render his pofleffions 
more fecure, he erected two fortrefies ; one of which he built a. d. 
on the fea fhore, about a mile from Llanbadarn, and the other II09 ’ 
at a place called Dingeraint, on the river Teivi/ 

» Wclfli Chron. p. 166, 167, 168. * Ibid. J Ibid. * Ibid. p. 169. 
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Madoc ap Ririd,* a coufin, and a wild affociate of Owen, 
the favage chieftain of Powys, returned out of Ireland. Having 
fecreted himfelf in the territory of his uncle Jorwerth, that 
prince, dreading the recent fate of his brother Cadwgan, gave 
orders to his vafials that they fhould treat his nephew as an 
enemy. Madoc, upon this, collected a body of outlaws j with 
whom he lay concealed amidft the rocks and recedes of the 
woods, waiting for an opportunity of revenging the affront. 
He likewife entered into a friendfhip with Llywaich ap Trahaearn, 
between whom and the family of his uncle, fubfifted a deadly 
feud. Having intelligence that Jorwerth intended, on a certain 
night, to fleep at Caereinion in the county of Montgomery, the 
two chieftains with their followers furrounded the place at mid¬ 
night. The Welfh prince and his attendants, darting from their 
deep, defended the houfe with much fpirit a confiderable time. 
The affailants, unable to make any impreflion, fet it on fire. 
In this extremity, the people within endeavoured to make their 
efcape j in doing which, fome of them had the good fortune 
to pufh through the enemy, others were flain in the attempt, 
and the remainder were burned in the houfe. Jorwerth himfelf, 
attempting to force his way, rufhed on the fpears of the af¬ 
failants ; but being overpowered, he was driven back, and perifhed 
in the flames. 

As foon as Henry heard of this ferocious tranfa&ion, calling 
Cadwgan into his prefence, he received that prince into favour j 
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and gave him the territory which his late brother had pof- 
fefled in Powys; and, from motives which do not appear, he 
even extended his grace unto Owen, defiring his father to fend 
for him out of Ireland; whither he had fled on account of the 
late murder of the biftiop.' 

Madoc, finding his uncle Cadwgan in pofTeflion of his 
late brother’s territories, though his hands had been already 
ftained with the blood of one kinfman, determined the firft op¬ 
portunity to imbrue them ftill deeper, by the murder of his 
other uncle Cadwgan. This prince, having reduced his terri¬ 
tories, in fome degree, to a ftate of tranquility, by a ft rift 
adminiftration of juftice, repaired to Pool * in Montgomeryfhire, 
attended by the elders of the country; where he began to ereft 
the caftle of Powys, in which he intended to refide. During 
his refidencc at Pool, he was on a hidden afl'aulted by his 
nephew Madoc, and bafely murdered before he had time to fly, 
or even to prepare for his defence. Thus died, after a variety 
of fortunes, Cadwgan the fon of Bleddyn ap Cvnvyn j dignified 
by Camden with the title of the renowned Briton; a prince, 
whofe valour, fenfe of juftice, and other milder virtues, might, 
in any age but this, have exempted him from a death fo cruel, 
and fo unworthy of his character. 

On the murder of his uncle, Madoc applied to the warden 
of the marches for land which had been formerly promiled him, 
and that officer, influenced by the refentment he had borne to 

* WelfhChron. p. 170, 171. * Traliwng. 
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Cadwgan and his family, granted his requeft} and what is ftill 
more lingular, long Henry received the ruffian into favour, 
upon his paying a fine.' 

A series of retaliated injuries arife in regular fucceflion; evils 
naturally Ipringing from the paflions when they ufurp the fword 
of juftice. Meredydh, the only furviving fon of Bleddyn ap 
Cynvyn, caufed an inroad to be made in the territory belonging 
to Llywarch ap Trahaearn, who had been acceflary^to the mur¬ 
ders lately committed on his brothers. Palling in the night 
through the land of Madoc ap Ririd, the retainers of Meredydh 
meeting a vaffal in the fervice of that chieftain, inquired for his 
matter; the man at firft affe&ing ignorance, was threatened with 
inftant death j he then gave them intelligence that his chief was 
in a place at no great diftance. Early in the morning, the 
party furrounded Madoc, flew many of his followers, and 
brought him prifoner to Meredydh who fent to his nephew 
Owen to decide his fate. That chieftain, refle&ing that he 
himfelf had been, in various adventures, an affociate of Madoc, 
A- d. an d that they were united by-oath in the bonds of friendlhip, 
determined not to put him to death j though with a whimfical 
refinement in mercy, he fatisfied his revenge by putting out his 
eyes. 1 Incidents like thefe, arifing from the collifion of con¬ 
tending parties, prefent, in fanguinary tints, a lively picture of 
barbarifm. 

^ d. j M t ] ie cour f e of thefe events, Henry the * king of England 
MenryV had an opportunity of giving to his territories in South Wales, 
» WoMhChron. p» 170, * Wellh Ckroa. p. ijz. 

an 
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an increafe of fecurity and ftrength, of the moft beneficial and 
liable nature. In the reign of his father a great number of 
Flemings, having been driven out of their habitations by a very 
uncommon inundation, had come over into England. That 
king had entertained them with much cordiality, from juft no¬ 
tions of policy} to increafe, by fuch a number of ufeful inhabi¬ 
tants, the riches and ftrength of his kingdom. Many of thefe 
people, having been difperfed in different parts of his domi¬ 
nions, began by their numbers to create fome uneafinefs; which 
Henry removed by fettling them as a colony in South Wales; 
where he gave them the country adjoining to Tenby and Haver- 
fordweft, in which their pofterity remain to this day.* 

The king of North Wales, for fome time paft, had never 
clone homage, nor had paid tribute to the crown of England. 
Having lately overcome his foreign enemies, Henry, received 
complaints from the earl of Chefter, that frequent devaftations 
had been committed on his territories by Gryffydh ap Cynan, 
and by Gronw the fon of Owen ap Edwyn the lord of Engle- 
field. Similar complaints had been likewife made by the earl of 
Strigil, to whom Henry had lately given Caerdigan j that Owen 
the fon of Cadwgan kept a number of retainers, who frequently 
plundered and infefted his country.* On thefe complaints, 
Henry fwore in his anger, that he would not leave a Welfliman 
alive in North Wales, or in Powys j that he would exterminate 

* W». Malmflmry, p. 158. Girald. Camb. Itin. lib. I. cap. XI. Verflegan, 
chap. IV. p. 100. Humfrcy Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 58. 

* Wellh Chron. p. 173, 
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the nation; and would.fettle in each country new inhabitants out 
of his own dominions. To execute this threat, he drew to¬ 
gether, from different parts of his kingdom, a very conliderable 
force j and Alexander the Fierce, who then reigned in Scot¬ 
land, ferved under him in perfon. 

Three armies were formed; one of which, compofed of a 
large body of Scots, and the power of the north, under the con¬ 
duct of the Scottifh king, and the earl of Chefter, was defigned 
for the conqueft of North Wales; another, confiding of the 
ffrength of Cornwall, and a fourth part of England, led by 
a. D. the earl of Strigil, was ordered to invade thofe parts of South 

I 1 1 4 . * 

14th of Wales which were ftill poffeffed by the natives : and a third, 

Henry I. 

taking in the flower of his military vaffals in the middle part 
of his dominions, was commanded by the king of England 
liimfelf, with which he propofed to fubdue all Powys. Never 
was the Welfli nation, to all appearance, in fuch danger as 
at this period; the ftorm gathering from different quarters, 
teemed ready to burft, anti to overwhelm it in ruin. 

Intimidated at the profpefl, Meredydh the fon of Blcddyn 
ap Cynvyn, delivered himfelf up to the mercy of Henry; and 
his nephew Owen the fon of Cadwgan fled to Gryffydh ap 
Cynan. The king, on this turn in affairs, changing his firit de- 
fign, and directing all his force againft North Wales, advanced 
himfelf to Murcaftell; and the king of Scots, in concert with 
him, penetrated as far as Pennant Bachwy. The inhabitants, 
as ufual, retired to the mountains; and by the prudent orders of 

their 
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their king, having carried away their cattle and provifions, fuch 
a large army could not purfue them for want of fubfiftence, as 
well as from the natural difficulties of ’the country: and the 
Englifh parties who attempted, to do it, were attacked by the 
Welfh in the defiles of the mountains, and were either cut to 
pieces, or repulfed with great lofs.‘ 

Unable to penetrate the country, with fafety to his troop?, 
or with credit to his arms, Henry had recourfe to the arts of 
negotiation. The king of Scotland was made the firft inftru-' 
ment in carrying on the defign. He propofed to Gryffydh ap 
Cynan, that if he would appear and yield himfelf up, he fhould 
be taken into Henry’s favour. But the Welfh king, aware of 
the delufive nature of fuch a promife, refufed to lay down his 
arms. On the failure of this negotiation, the earl of Chefler 
was then fent to Gryffydh ap Cynan, to procure, if poffible, his 
fubmiffion to king Henry ; and in order more effectually to pro¬ 
mote the defign, he infinuated that Owen ap Cadwgan had already 
made his peace with the Englifh monarch. Incenfed at the fup- 
pofed perfidy of his confederate, the king of North Wales agreed 
to lay down his arms; for they had taken an oath, that neither 
party fhould conclude a peace, or make fubmiffion to the Englifh 
prince, without the confent of the other. He alfo agreed to pay 
a large fum of money to king Henry; as a compenfation, perhaps, 
for the ravages which had been lately committed in Chefhire. 
At the fame time, Meredydh, under the pretence of treachery in 
the, king of North Wales, brought over Owen his nephew. 
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The means of intercourfe having been prevented by Meredydh, 
the two Welfh princes became the dupes of this artifice; and 
each of them made a feparate peace with the king of England.’ 
It gives us a ftriking idea of the valour of the Welfh, and of 
the exceeding difficulty of fubduing their country by force, to 
fee a prince, fo potent as Henry the firft, gloffing over by a 
difhonourable fubterfuge, real difgrace and difappointment. For 
where was the advahtage refulting from the war ? No homage or 
tribute appears to have been acknowledged or paid, nor any 
new territory obtained ; no extermination of the inhabitants, 
as he proudly menaced; no new colonies eftablifhed in North 
Wales, or in Powys. 

The bufy theatre of South Wales prefents, at this period, a 
new and an interefting character. Gryffydh the fon of Rhys ap 
Tewdwr, who, on the death of his father, had been conveyed 
for fafety into Ireland, remained in that country until he was 
twenty-five years of age. Defirous, then, of recovering the 
dignity which his anceftors had poffefled, he came privately into 
South Wales, under the pretence of vifiting Neft his filler j 
who fome time before had been concubine to king Henry, and 
had borne two fons to that monarch.* After her connection 
with Henry had ceafed, Gerald de Windfor, a gentleman of 
much eftimation for his valour and conduCt, then governor of 
Pembroke caftle, obtained her in marriage; and, on that account, 

1 Welfh Chron. p. 174. 

* Girald. Cambr. Itin. cap. XII. fays one fon. Brady’s Hilt. Eng. reign of 
Henry I. p. 171, fays two fons. 
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was appointed lieutenant over a part of that province. This 
lady was the fame perfon, whole beauty had fo lately excited 
Gwen the Ion of Cadwgan to the a£t of violence already men¬ 
tioned. With his lifter, and his other kinfmen, Gryffydh re¬ 
mained two years. But Henry’s jealoufy did not allow this prince 
to continue long unmolefted. For fulpicions ariling that he 
began to carry on intrigues with the Welfli, who regarded him 
as the reftorer of their ancient freedom, and that his fecret de- 
lign was to recover his kingdom, orders were fent to have him 
arrefted. When Gryffydh ap Rhys had intelligence of this de- 
fign, he implored the protection of the king of North Wales; 
who affured him, that for the friendlhip he had borne to his 
father, he Ihould be cordially received, and fliould remain in 
perfedt fecurity within his dominions . 1 At the fame time, 
Howel, the brother of the young prince, having been long a 
prifoner, made his efcape out of the caftle of Montgomery; and 
though forely maimed, fled, as to a friendly afylum, to the court 
of Gryffydh ap Cynan . 1 

Henry, having heard of thefe events, and dreading the effects a. d, 
if drawn into precedent, of the protection which had been 15 
yielded to Gryffydh ap Rhys 1 in North Wales, fent a letter to 
Gryffydh ap Cynan ; exprefling in terms of courtefy and friend¬ 
lhip, a delire of feeing him in England. Pleafed with the flat¬ 
tering attention of fo potent a monarch, he repaired to Henry’s 
court; and was there received with honour and with much hof- 

WellhChron. p. 175. * Ibid. 1 Or fart. 
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pitality, with the addition alfo of prefents in jewels, and other 
valuable effects, to a confiderable amount. Having thus given 
a reception to the Wellh king, which might flatter his vanity, 
or gratify his avarice, Henry, one day, laid open his defign j 
reprefenting to him the evils which might arife from giving pro¬ 
tection to the fon of Rhys ap Tcwdwr, whole ambition was 
likely to difturb the peace of all Wales; and offering, at the fame 
time, the moft fplendid rewards, if he would fend either the 
perfon or the head of the young prince into England.' A mind 
lefs favage than that of a barbarian muft feel fome reluctance, 
before it could refolve to give up as a victim to the cruel and 
interefted policy of Henry, an orphan prince who had fought his 
•protection. But the facred obligations of honour and of juftice, 
the ties of fricndfhip and the feelings of humanity, with every 
idea of prudence and patriotifm, were, on this occafion, anni¬ 
hilated. 

The friends of Gryffydh ap Rhys, fufpeCting fome evil from 
the late lingular proceedings, advifed him and his brother Ilowel 
to withdraw themfelves ; that they might have an opportunity of 
obferving the conduCt of Gryffydh ap Cynan upon his return 
into Wales. On the arrival of that prince at his palace of 
Aberffraw, he enquired for Gryffydh ap Rhys j but was informed 
that he had retired from the court. Difcovering the place of his 
retreat, the king fent out a body of horfemcn to take him 
prifoner, and to conduCt him back; but fortunately the young 
prince had notice of the defign, though he had fcarcely time 


* Wtlfli Chron. p. 176. 
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to take fan&uary in the church of Aberdaron; a privileged 
place in the prefent county of Caernarvon.* The king of North 
Wales, having violated more facred laws, had no fcruple to 
infringe the privileges of fan&uary; and commanded Gryffydh 
ap Rhys to be taken out of his afylum by force. In this un¬ 
popular attempt his authority had no weight j for the cfergy of 
that country, eager to defend their immunities, fo effectually 
refilled the endeavours of his foldiers, that they were not able 
to execute his orders. In the night, the partifans of the young 
prince feeretly conveyed him to Strath Towi, a deep foreft in 
South Wales; where having collected the adherents of his family, 
he meditated hoftilities againft the Normans and Flemings . 1 

The firft enterprife of Gryffydh ap Rhys, was to deftroy a. d. 
feveral caftles belonging to the Englifh. But, his forces increafing, 11 ' 6 ’ 
he extended his ravages into Pembroke; and even menaced with 
a fiege the caftle of Caermarthen, which Henry had made the 
principal feat of government. The Norman officers, who had 
the charge of this fortrefs, judging that their own ffrength was 
infufficient to maintain the place, lent for the Welfh chieftains 
who were vaffals to Henry; and, requiring each of them to de¬ 
fend it by turns for fourteen days, committed the caftle to their 
cuftody. Owen the fon of Caradoc, whofe mother was daughter 
to Bieddyn ap Cynvyn, was the firft to undertake its defence. 
Gryffydh ap Rhys, having lent fpies to reconnoitre the fituation 
■of the place, fuddenly invefted it, being told that the works were 
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aflailablc. A fhout which his troops fet up as they advanced 
to the aflault, gave Owen notice of his danger; upori which, 
that chieftain, depending upon the fupport of his garrifon, rufhed 
forward to oppofe the enemy ; but being deferted by his folcliers, 
he was gain in the a&ion, valiantly fighting upon the ramparts. 
The town was taken and dctnoliflied ; the caftle was only dif- 
mantled. The young prince, then, retreated with confiderable 
booty to his port in the foreft of Strath Towi j from whence 
he frequently iflited, with the fiercenefs of a tiger, and ravaged 
the country around. 

The fpoils his followers had lately obtained, and the fame 
which he himfelf had acquired, drew to his ftandard gftat num¬ 
bers of men, whofe age and fpirit were congenial with his own ; 
and who, admiring his activity and courage, were in full confi¬ 
dence that he would foon recover his father’s dominions. Thus 
reinforced, Gryffydh loft no time in purfuing his fuccefs, and 
foon made himfelf mafler of two fortrefles more belonging to the 
Englifli 5 one of which was the caftle of Gwyr, and the other 
the property of William de Londres. After this enterprife, he 
again retired to his ftrong fituation with the cattle and plunder 
he had taken. 

These fucceffes had confiderably raifed the reputation of 
Gryffydh ap Rhys. In confequence of which, the chieftains of 
Caerdigan cfpoufed his caufe, and fubmitted to' his government j 
looking up to him as the guardian of his country, and calling 
on him to free them from the odious and ignominious tyranny 

of 
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of foreigners. Much pleafed with the invitation which thefe chief¬ 
tains had fent him, he entered their territories, and was received 
by them with great cordiality and honour.' The profperity of 
liis arms was equal to the rapidity of his movements. He 
fuddenly came to Caerdigan Ifcoed, and laid fiege to a fortrefs, 
which the earl of Strigil had ere&cd at Blacn Porth Gwithan in 
that neighbourhood; and after a fevere contcft and fuftaining 
many terrible aflaulfs, though with the lofs only of one of his 
own foldiers, the place was at length taken, and burned to the 
ground. As far as Penwedic the fame devaluation attended the 
deferted houfes of the Englilh inhabitants; who, ftruck with 
difmay, had fled from the fury of the Welfli. He then laid 
fiege to a fortrefs called Strath-Peithyll in Caerdigan, belonging 
to the Reward of the earl of Strigil; which he took by alfault, 
and put the garrifon to the fword. Advancing to Glalgrig, he 
there encamped to give his forces a day’s reft. Near this place 
was the church of Llanbadarn, one of thole lan&uaries which 
poflefled very high privileges; and in which the cattle, feeding 
within certain precincts, were regarded as facred. 1 Out of this 
afylum he ventured to take- fome cattle to refrelh his army j an 
impolitic, though it might be a neceflary meafure j as it was 
likely to injure his reputation with his countrymen, by wounding 
their Religious feelings. He then propofed on the following day 
to lay fiege to the caftle of Aberyftwyth. The governor, ac¬ 
quainted with the defigo, fent to Strath-Meyric,* a neighbouring 
fortrefs, for a reinforcement j which during the night was fafely 


1 Welfli Chron. p. 178, 
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conveyed into the cattle.’ Ignorant of this, Gryffydh ap Rhys 

preferved no order among his troops, and confident of fuccefs, 

appeared before the place} but being drawn, into an ambufcade 

laid for him by the governor, his forces were defeated with much 

* 

flaughter, and he himfelf compelled to quit that province.* He, 
however continued fome time longer to maintain himfelf in the 
foreft of 8trath-T6wi. 5 The conduit of this prince, which 
brightened his early life, promifed to open with ftill greater luftre; 
but the difaftcr he had lately experienced, or, perhaps, a di- 
minifhed reputation, feems to have given a check to his career, 
and to have cooled the ardor of his enterprifing Ipirit. 

Unable to fubdue this prince by open hoftilities, Henry had 
recourfe to meafures, wicked in their principles, and marking 
a mean and narrow policy. He fent orders to Owen the fon of 
Cadwgan, one of the late princes of* Powys, to repair to the 
Englifh court. On his arrival, the king exprefled much confi¬ 
dence in his fidelity ; and defired him, on ftrong aflurances of 
recompence, to afiaffmate Gryffydh ap Rhys, or to take him 
prifoner. That chieftain, whofe favage manners rendered hint 
fuitable for fuch an employment, gladly accepted the commiffion. 
Returning into Wales, he engaged in the fame odious defiga 
Llywarch ap Trahaearn, a chieftain of that country; and with 
their joint forces they marched towards the foreft of Strath-Towi, 
to form ajunttion with Robert earl of Gloucefter, the natural 
fon of Henry by Nett his late concubine-j whom the king his 

* Welfli Chron. p. 179. * Ib»L p. 180. 
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father had fent to give vigour to an enterprife, the defign of 
which, was the murder of his uncle. The ruffians being arrived 
on the confines of the foreft, they bound themfelves in a folemn 
engagement, not to fuffer man, woman, or child, who inhabited 
that diftrift, to efcape alive out of their hands. The people of 
that country, hearing of this favage refolution, left their habita¬ 
tions, to hide themfelves in caves, and amidft rocks and woods; 
while others fought refuge even in the caftles belonging to the 
Normans. 

I n order to facilitate their entrance into the foreft, the ap¬ 
proaches being narrow and difficult, the chiefs divided their force 
into feparate parties. . Owen himfelf at the head of about a 
hundred foldicrs, entered the woods; and in his way, perceiving 
the footfteps of men, he purfued and overtook them, killed fome 
of their number, and difperfed the remainder; then, feifing on 
their cattle, he returned with his plunder towards the main body 
of the army. At this moment, Gerald the governor of Pem¬ 
broke caftle, made his appearance, intending to join the king’s 
forces. Meeting the people who had fled from Owen, they com¬ 
plained of the injury, they had juft received, and implored his 
affiftance. In an inftant the idea of revenge rufhed upon his 
mind, for the infult which his honour had received fome years 
before, by the outrage which Owen had committed on his wife. 
He inftantly entered the foreft in purluit of that chieftain, who 
being warned by his followers of the approaching danger, re- 
fufed to fly; confident that his purfuers intended him no injury, 
they, like himfelf, being vaflals of the king of England. As 
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foon as Gerald and his forces drew near, they difeharged a volley 
of arrows. Owen, then, finding his miftake, with much fpirit, 
called upon his men to fupport him j telling them, that though 
their enemies were feven to one in number, they were only 
Flemings, affrighted at the name of a Welfhman, and were only 
diftinguifhed by drinking deep at caroufals. In the firft onfet 
Owen a]) Cadwgan was flain; an arrow having pierced his heart. 
His death difpirited his followers, who fled to the main body of 
the army ; and the tidings of this outrage, having given the con¬ 
federates a diftruft of the king’s forces, they difperfed, and re¬ 
turned into their refpe&ive countries.' In this manner died, 
fuitably to the tenor of his life, this bold and profligate chieftain. 

The princes of the houfe of Powys revolted, at this time, 
from their allegiance to Henry, and making inroads upon the 
Englifh marches, committed there great depredations. 

The Englifh monarch, incenfed at their revolt, once more 
marched in perfon at the head of a powerful army into Wales. 5 
When he arrived on the confines of Fowys, Meredydh ap 
Bleddyn, and his nephews, the three fons of the late prince 
Cadwgan ap Bleddyn, implored the affiflance of Gryffydh the 
king of North Wales. But this prince, eftranged from the real 
interefts of his country, and ftill deluded by the artifice of Henry, 


1 Welfli Chron. p. 182. 

4 Simon Dunelme, p. 245. Holinfhead’s Chron. p. 42. Roger Hovedon, p. 477. 
John Brompton, p. 1013. Thefc writers fay, that in this expedition, the king pene¬ 
trated as far as Snowdun. - * 
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refufed to afford them any fuccour, or to allow them the liberty 
of entering into any part of his dominions; he being then, as 
he told them, at peace with that monarch. 

The Welfh princes, dcfpairing of any other relief, than what 
they might derive from their own fpirit and exertions, prepared 
for their defence j and with much judgment Rationed bodies of 
men to guard the different pafles into the country. The Englifh 
king, having ordered his army to take a larger circuit, that the 
conveyance of his carriages might be rendered more eafy, entered 
himfelf with a few troops into a narrow defile. The Welfh, 
Rationed in places of advantage, began to fkirmifh with their 
arrows; killing fome, and wounding many of his party. An 
arrow accidentally fhot from an unknown hand, flruck the king 
on the breaft : he received little or no injury from the blow, the 
force of it being broken by the excellent temper of his habergeon, 
or coat of mail.’ It was uncertain from whence the flroke pro¬ 
ceeded ; but Henry, the inftant he felt it, fworc by the “ death 
of our Lord,” his ufual oath, that the arrow came not from a 
Welfh but an Englifh bow/ The danger he had fo narrowly 
cfcaped made him defirous of ending the war; in which a Angle 
misfortune, in fo wild a country, might fully the renown he had 
formerly acquired. There was fomething faflidious in the idea, 
that the glory of Henry would be tarnifhed, by any check hi's 
arms might receive from the Welfh; a people, who, though 
rude, and deriving little fplendor from alliances, or the extent 

* Stowe’s Chron. p. 140. Welfli Chron. p. 185. 

* William Malmlbury, p. 158, Franckfort edit. Baker’s Citron. p. 4c. 
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or fituation of their country, had hitherto baffled the various 
attempts, which a powerful nation Uke the Englifh, had made 
againft their liberties. 

The king, in this fituation, and under the fenfe of alarm, 
entered into a negociation with Meredydh the prince of Powys ; 
who fubmitted to give hoftages, to pay a thoufand head of cattle, 
and a fmall fum of money as a compenfation for the treafon 
committed in this infurre&ion by himfelf, and by his nephews. 
On thefe terms, Henry very willingly granted them pardon and 
a. D. peace j and returned into England, having appointed the lord 
Fitzwarren to be warden of the marches.' 

A spirit of cruelty, which bordered upon frenzy, and which 
a. D. broke afunder the ties of nature, feifed on the different branches 
zuj. of the houfe of Powys j an effedt produced.by the cuftom of 
gavel-kind\ that fatal fource from which the Weilh have tailed 
fo deeply of the waters of bitternefs. 1 

It feems, at this time, as if Gryffydh ap Rhys had lain down 
his arms, and had been taken into favour by the Englifh king. 
having received from that prince a diftridt of land, on which 
for a while he remained in quiet. Though given for the fup- 
port of his family, or to fecure his fidelity, this eftate was, how¬ 
ever, taken from him by Henry, on a fictitious charge brought 


* Welih Chron. p. 185, 186, 187. William Malmibury, p. 159. 
* Wclfli Chios, p. 186,187,188. 
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againft him by the Normans, near whom he rcfided.' There A * 

ri 27 . 

was fomcthing Angular and cruel, in thus driving a prince into ^ th °f 
want, dependence and defpair, in the very country of which 
he himfelf was the natural fovereign. 

Meredydh prince of Powys, the laft furviving fon of Bled- A - D * 

U33. 

dyn ap Cynvyn, died at this time ; who, forfaking the interefts 
of his native country, had long become a fubjett to the king of 
England.* 

Soon after this event died alfo Henry the firft, and Stephen fuc- a. d. 
ceeded to the Englifh crown. 

The news of Henry's death, arriving in Wales, excited a 
general commotion: a fpirit of revolt and hoftility was inftantly 
diffufed. Even Gryffydh ap Cynan, who fo long had deferted 
the dignity of his chara&er, deluded by artifice, or influenced 
by a perfonal regard for the late king, joined in the common caufe 
againft the Englifh. The infurre&ion began in the territory of 
Pembroke, and a confiderable body of Normans were cut in 
pieces. Animated with fuccefs, the infurgents fpread over and 
ravaged the whole of that country; putting to death all the 
foreigners wherever they came.’ 

To purfue the revolt with greater ability and vigour, Gryf¬ 
fydh ap Rhys found it* ncccflary to go info North Wales, to 

1 Wclflj Chron. p. 1S7. * ibid, p* 188. 

I Lord Lyttelton's Hitt. Henry II. vol. I. p. 63. taken from Gcft. Reg. Step, 
p. 930, 931, 93 j. & Continuat, ad Flor. Wig. fub aanos, 113s, 1136,1137. 
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procure a reinforcement of troops from his father-in-law Gryf- 
fydh ap Cynan. In the abfence of that prince, his wife 
Gwenlhian, defiraus of aiding the generous defigns of her hyuf- 
band, took the field in perfon at the head of her own forces, 
attended by her two fons. This lady’s fuccefs was not equal to 
her gallant fpirit. Her army was defeated not far from the 
cattle of Cydweli, by Maurice de Londres, an Englifli lord pofr 
felled of great property in the country. Morgan, one of her 
fons, was (lain in the action, and her other fon Maelgwyn taken 
prifoner*, and the princefs herfelf, it is faid, was beheaded by 
the orders of her brutal enemy.' An aCtion fo favage, without 
precedent even in thefe times, called loudly for vengeance on the 
fpirit of the injured princes. 1 

Alive to an injury fo Angular and atrocious, her brothers 
Owen Gwynedh and Cad.walader, laid wafte, with infinite fury, 
the province of Caerdigan. 5 Among a people, whofe manners 
feem to have been little refined by ideas of chivalry, we are 
furprifed at the appearance of characters, whofe perfonal quali¬ 
ties, and bravery of fpirit, whofe courteous and.gentle demeanour, 
might have entitled them to difpute . the palm with the ac- 
complillied knights of the feudal ages. 4 Thefe diftjnguilhed 


A. D. 
i*35: 

i a of 

Stephen. 


i Girald.' Cambr. It in. lib. I. cap. 1 Y. 

1 Giraldus Cambrenfii^Itin. lib. I. cap. IX. and alfo Dr. Powel's notes on the 
faid chapter. This circumflancc clearly contradiib the aflertion of-Florentius Moat 
of Weflminfter, that Gwenlhian.-wife to Gryflydh ap Rhys, by deceitful praftices, 
had been thccaufe of his death. See Welili Chron. p. 190. 

3 Welih Chr. p. 189. * Girald. Camb. lib, II. cap. XII. 
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perfons were the fbns of GryffydK ap Cynan. As foon a* thefe 
princes arrived- in South Wales, feveral- chieftains joined their 
armyj and being thus reinforced, 'they took and deftroyed the 
cattles of Aberyftwyth,' Dinerth, and Caerwedros, and two 
Other fortreffes belonging to Walter Afpec, and Richard de la 
Mare * ail of which were ftrong and well garrifoned. Having 
finifhed the campaign, fo much to the honour of their feelings, 
the princes returned into North Wales.* 

In revenge, it is probable, of the late devaftations, Ranulph 
earl of Chefter made an inroad into Wales ; but being on a 
fudden intercepted by the Welfti, it was with great difficulty, 
that he himfelf, with five of his foldiers, were able to efcape; 
the remainder of his forces having been put to the fword. 1 

On the clofe of the fame year, Owen and Cadwalader again 
invaded South Wales, at the head of a formidable force; con- 
fifting of fix thoufand infantry, and two thoufand horfe, all of 
which were compleatly armed. Gryffydh ap Rhys, who had 
married their fitter, and was all on fire for vengeance, befides 
many eminent chieftains, joined the princes of North Wales j 
and ftrengthened their army by confiderable fupplies.* With a 
violence not to be refitted, the confederate princes fubdued the 


1 The word Abcr , which frequently occurs in the Wclili hillory, ii^nities that 
point where a leffer river runs into a larger j or where a river difeharges itfclf into 
fhc fca. 

* WeUbChron. p. 189. ’ Simon Dunelme, Continuata, p. 258, 259. 

* Welllt Chron. p, 190. 

Mm2 
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whole country as far as the town of Caerdigan ; expelling the 
foreigners, and reinftating the native inhabitants. To repel this 
formidable infurre&ion, the united force of the Normans, the 
Flemings, and the Englifh, in Wales or in the marches, was 
exerted, under the conduit of feveral powerful barons ; who de¬ 
termined by one great effort to recover the territories lately 
torn from them. * Thefe were the two fons of Gerald de Windfor, 
with Robert Fitzmartyn, and William Fitz John, befides Stephen 
the governor of Caerdigan; who, after the death of Gerald, had 
married Neff,* the widow of that lord. 

The courage of the Welfh had, in various fituations, been ter¬ 
rible to their enemies: on this occafion, it feems to have been 
raifcd above the ufual ftandard; fired with refentment at the 
late outrage, and animated by the example of leaders, whofc 
fpirit and talents rendered them fo fit for command. The 
Englilh, after a fevere and bloody conflict, were defeated, with 
the lofs of three thoufand men; and flying to their caftles for 
fafety, were fo clofely purfued, that many prifoners were taken, 
and great numbers drowned in the Teivi; a bridge acrofs that 
river having broken down, over which the fugitives were obliged 
to pafs. 1 Never before had the Englifh, in their various at¬ 
tempts upon Wales, received fo terrible a blow. Having finiflied 
another profperous campaign, the two young princes returned 

\ 

* Welfh Chron. p. 189. * Lord Lyttelton’s Hilt. Henry IT. vol. I. p. 63. 

. » Wcllh Chron. p. 189. Hill. Gwedir Family, p, 4. Lord Lyttelton’s Hill. 
Henry 11 . vol. II. p. 364. 
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into North Wales; carrying with them, to grace their triumph, 
the horfes and armour, and the rich fpoils they had taken. 1 

In the courfe of thefe events, Richard earl of Clare, to whom 
the territory of Caerdigan had been given by Henry, was mur¬ 
dered by Jorwerth, the brother of Morgan of Caer-Llcon j as 
he was riding through a foreft, enjoying the pleafure of mufic, 
and without fufpicion of an enemy. 1 His widow the countefs of 
Clare, and filler to the earl of Chefter, had retired into one of 
his caftlcs, on the murder of her hulband. In this fortrels, 

during the late campaign, lhe was belieged by the Wellh. The 

* 

lituation of this lady was truly deplorable. She was inverted by 
an irritated enemy, and in want of provifions; the Englilh were 
nearly all flain, or expelled the country j her brother was at a 
diftance, and fo employed in defending his own territories, that 
he could not afford her any timely relief: and, what contributed 
to render her fituation Hill more wretched, lhe had reafon to 
expedt every hour a fate, which lhe might deem more cruel than 
death itfelf; the Wellh, like many other nations, having ufually 
taken their female captives, even thofe of the higheft rank, to be 
their concubines. 1 In this dreadful Hate, Milo Fitz Walter, 
who, by right of his wife the daughter of Bernard de New- 
marche, was the lord of Brecknock, received orders from king 
Stephen to ufe his utmoll endeavours to fet at liberty the un- 

* Britifh Ant, Reviv. by Vaughan of Hcngwrf, p. 22. 

1 Giraldus Cambrenfis Itin. lib. I. cap. IV. 
t Lord Lyttelton’s Life of Henry II. p. 64. Cadwalador, one of thefe princes, 
afterward* married the daughter of this countefs of Clare. Hift. Gwedir, p. 5, 

fortunate 
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fortunate countefs. There was ft much difficulty and danger in 
the enterprife, that its fuccefs appeared almoft impoffible. A 
generous pity, which a brave mind ever feels for weaknefs in 
diftrefs, and the gallant fpirit of chivalry, made him.however 
attempt, at every hazard, to deliver the lady out of danger. He 
loft no time, therefore, in marching, with a chofen body of 
troops, through ways which were leaft frequented} traveling 
along the tops- of mountains and through the deep woods 
of the country 3 and at length, having had the good fortune to 
arrive at the caftle, unfeen by the Welfh, he carried away the 
countefs of Clare, and all her retinue.' An adion fo gallant 
and humane, equals maAy of the fanciful deferiptions which are 
found in romance, and proves fuch pictures tq have borne fome 
refemblance to the manners of the feudal ages. 

We fee not on this occafion, the fame gallantry of fpirit 
in Owen and Cadwalader 3 nor in other parts of their fubfequent 
conduit; though thefe princes, it is faid, were highly diftin- 
guifhed for humanity and courteous manners.* 

• The power of the confederacy againft the Englifh, was much 
weakened by the death of Gryffydh the fon of Rhys ap Tewdwr 3 
who, clofing with his life a feries of gallant adions, refleded 
back the honours he had received from a long line of illuftrious 
anceftry.' 

» Lord Lyttelton’s Henry II. vol. II, p. 64. from Girald. Cambrenfis. Itin. Cam. 
Cap. II. lib. I. 

* Welfh Chron. p. 189. i Wclih Chron p. 190. 

The 
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The fame fate, foon after the late profperous campaign, a. d. 
Attended Gryffydh ap Cynan king of North Wales; who died ad oV' 

i , , Stephen, 

at the advanced age of eighty-two, and was buried on the fouth 

fide of the great altar in the church of Bangor/ This prince 

had three fons and five daughters by his wife Angharad the 

daughter of Owen ap Edwyn lord of Englefield. The names of 

the three fons were Owen, Cadwalader, and Cadwallon j the 

youngeft of whom was flain before the deatli of his father/ He 

had likewife five other children by another woman. 1 

In fuel! a country as North Wales, where fo many caufes 
confpired to render its government unftable, and the enjoyment 
of it often fatal to the fovereign, that the late prince fhould 
have been able to extend his reign to fifty years, was an extra¬ 
ordinary inftance of good fortune, and a proof of his poflefling 
confiderable abilities. The love of freedom, which had diftin- 
guiflied the early part of his life, infufed the lame fpirit into 
the minds of his fubjc&s; and which led them to difdain the 
ignominious yoke impofed on them by a foreign power. His 
valour, and his abilities, aiding their returning virtue, delivered 
his country from the vaffelage of England j and, in general, 
by his conduct with Henry, or by the vigour of his govern¬ 
ment, he preferved his dominions free from the invafions of the. 

Englifli, and from civil commotions. The recital of thefe 
virtues, which form the fhining features of his character, is no 
more than a juft eulogium on his memory. But other im- 

* Vita Griff. fiL Conani. * WeUh Chron. p. igt. Hift. Gwedirfamily, p. i. 

3 WclihCbtDn. p.. 191. 


preflions, 



GRYFFYDH AP CYNAN. 


Book V. 


272 

prclfions are marked on the reverfe of the medal, expreffive 
of a eonduft neither amiable nor great, A juft policy required 
him to unite in the common caufe, as to one central point, the 
jarring interefts which prevailed in the other principalities; and 
the importance of his own fituation and character, Ihould have 
induced him to reflect, that he himfelf was the great fpring, 
which was to give life and vigour, and efficacy to the exertions 
of the whole. He ought to have known that the conqueft of 
Wales was a leading principle in the politics of England j and 
that the princes of that country would never ceafe to exert every 
effort of fagacity and power, until their ambition had been 
fatiated by the conqueft, or by the entire deftru&ion of the 
Welfli. Impreffed with ideas fuch as thefe, he ought to have 
regarded every offer of friendffiip, made by the Englilh monarch, 
as a delufive fnare to his honour: and at every gift, he ought 
to have exclaimed in the natural'language of diftruft, Timeo 
Danaos et dona ferentes. Influenced by a perfonal regard to 
Henry, or by motives of a baler nature, he was led to prefer 
a felfilh’and folitary peace with the Englilh, to the more 
generous and manly conduit of lharing in the common dangers 
and of attempting to preferve the general freedom of his 
country, by uniting its ftrength. He was prevented, indeed, 
by his tedious captivity in Chefter, from taking an aftive part, 
in impeding the conquefts which the Englilh were making iri 
South Wales} nor is it candid to fuppofe, in that period of his 
life, he was infenfible to the^danger of that country, or could 
be cold to its interefts. The fame plea will not juftify another 

part 
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part of his conduct. Inftead of giving fecurity to Powys, a 
barrier of* fuch importance to his kingdom, he left the princes 
of that country, on its being invaded by Henry, to abide their 
fate $ refuting, tinder a cold pretence, to afford them protection 
or relief. Thefe traits of his character, with a defire of facri- 
ficipg to the jealoufy of the Englifh king an orphan prince, 
who had fought his protection, add whofe birth and talents 
might have rendered him the inftrument of his country’s fafety, 
evince $ that the conduCt of Gryfiydh ap Cynan was not en¬ 
tirely directed by the principles of honour, or humanity, or 
of a fotid and attentive policy. 
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BOOK VI. 

FROM THE DEATH OF GRYFFYDH AP CYNAN TO THE 
ACCESSION OF LLEWELYN AP JORWERTH. 

On the death of Gryffydh ap Cynan, his dominions, agreeably 
to the cuftom of the country, were divided among his fons. His 
eldeft fon, Owen, furnamed Gwynedh, under the newly adopted 
title of prince , fucceeded as fovereign of North Wales. 

This active prince, in confederacy with his brother, began 
his reign by a third expedition into South Wales, with the fame 
fortunate iflue which had heretofore followed his arms; de- 
ftroying in his progrefs the caftles of Strath-Meyric, Stephen, 
and Humfrey, and burning to the ground the town of Caer- 
marthen, 1 Retaining in his poflellion all Cacrdigan, and obliging 
the inhabitants of Pembroke to pay him tribute, he returned 
into his own dominions in high reputation.* 

» Welfli Chron. p, 193. * Brit. Ant. Rev. by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. 2 3. 
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The feries of profperity which of late had attended the Welfh 
princes, might in fome meafure be owing to the embarrafled 
fituation of Stephen king of England. This prince, engaged in 
continual hoftilities, and in fupporting a doubtful title, had 
neither inclination nor leifure to intereft himfelf in affairs, in 
which he himfelf had no immediate concern; and were tranfa&ed 
too in fo remote a part of the ifland. In confequence of which, 
he concluded a peace with the Welfli, and allowed them to 
retain the territories they had lately recovered free of homage or 
tribute j at lead, it docs not appear that either the one or the 
other was ever paid, during his reign, by any of the princes of 
Wales." 

An incident arofe at this tinje, affording an example of favage 
manners j which proved fatal to the parties concerned, and, in 
the event, had nearly involved the date in ruin. Anarawd the 
fon of Gryffydh ap Rhys, had married the daughter of Cad- 
walader, the brother of Owen prince of North Wales. A violent 
difpute having arifen between the father and the fon, they de¬ 
cided the conted by a fingle combat. In this rencounter Anarawd 
a. D. was flain. Owen was fo incenfed at this outrage committed by 
” 4a ' his brother, that he, with his fon Howel, invaded the territories 
of that princes fet on fire his caftle of Aberydwyth, laid wade 
the country, and obliged him to fly into Ireland. Engaging in 
his fervice feveral Irifh chieftains, and a large body of forces, 
Cadwalader landed at Abermenai in Caemarvonfhire; where he 

* Lord Lyttelton’* Hift. of Heary II. rol. II. p. 66. 
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was oppofed by the prince of North Wales with a powerful army j 
but before any attion had taken place, a peace was concluded 
between the two brothers; which fo incenfed the Irifli, that they 
detained Cadwalader, as a fecurity, until they had received their 
ftipulated pay. • That prince, to recover his liberty, gave them 
two thoufand head of cattle. As foon as the prince of North 
Wales had heard that his brdther was at liberty, he fuddenly 
attacked the Irifli j flew great numbers of them, and recovered 
the cattle which had been given by Cadwalader, with the prifoners a. d. 
and other fpoils they had taken in the country. 1 II4 ’’ 

After this expedition, Howel* and Cynan, the illegitimate 
fons of Owen Gwynedh, made another inroad into South Wales ; 
gave the Normans, who oppofed them, an overthrow, and took 
pofleflion of the town of Caerdigan. 1 *f> This was fucceeded by 
an attempt which was made by Gilbert earl of Clare; to re¬ 
cover thofe territories which, it is probable, Stephen in the 
late treaty had ceded to the Welfh. With this view he came 
with a large army into Pembroke, and rebuilt the caftle of Caer- 
marthen, and another fortrefs.* To defeat his defigfi, Cadell the 
fon of the late Gryffydh ap Rhys, laid fiege to, and made him- 
felf matter of the caftle of Dinevawr. Joining then his forces 
with thofe of his brothers Meredydh and Rhys, they inverted 
the caftle of Caermarthen j which was foon given up on condi- 

• Wellh Chron. p. 197. 

’ Belidcs being a gallant warrior, prince Howel was a Bard of fome eminence j 
(everal poems of bis being now extant. 

* Welfli Chron. p.198. + Altrteivi. * Welfli Chron. p. 198. 

tion 



278 


OWEN GWYNEDH, 


Book VI. 


tion that the lives of the garrifon Ihould be Ipared. 1 This ad¬ 
vantage encouraged them to appear before the caftle of Llan- 
ftephan,* in the county of Caermarthen j to the relief of which 
came a large body of the enemy; but fuccefs ftill attending on 
the arms of the Wellh, the Normans were defeated and the for- 
trefs was taken. The Normans and Flemings who inhabited 
that country, under the conduct of the Tons of Gerald, and of 
William de Hay, in hopes of recovering the caftle, fuddenly in¬ 
verted it. Meredydh the fon of Gryffydh ap Rhys, to whofe 
cuftody the fortrefs was committed, defended it with great valour, 
and with equal ability j for having fuffered the enemy to fcale 
the walls, and at the moment, when the ladders were crowded 
with foldiers, he caufed them to be overturned .by the means of 
A.n. engines he had previoufty provided. This difcomfiture, with the 
8th*of lofs they had fuftained, obliged the Normans to raife the fiege.* 

Stephen. 

An affli&ion of a private nature, the fudden death of Rhun,* 
a favourite though an illegitimate fon, fell at this time upon 
Owen prince of North Wales. In the bitternefs of his forrow, 
the afflicted‘father gave himfelf up to folitude and to tears. But 
the delire of affifting the operations lo l'uccefsfully begun in 
South Wales, as well as the importance of the object, reviving 
the fpirit of an aftive and a gallant prince, he determined to lay 
a. d. fiege to the caftle of Mold, in Flintlhire. That fortrefs, lituated 
on the Wellh frontier, was exceedingly ftrong, and had within 
it a numerous garrifon of Eriglifli j who frequently fallying out, 

* Wellh Cliron. p. 198. * Situatcd'near the mouth of the river tinvi. 

* Wellh Cliron. p. 198. 3 Ibid, p/226. 
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much infefted the adjacent country. It had Been frequently bc- 
fieged by the Wellh; but on account of its ftrength and war¬ 
like appointments, every attempt had hitherto proved unfucccfs- 
ful. The place was at this time inverted by Owen, and the 
garrifon with great intrepidity fuftained # many terrible aflaults; 
at length, the Wellh, animated by the prefence of their fove- 
reign, bore down every refiftance, and entered the caftle by 
rtorm. Having taken prifoners thofe who had efcaped the fword, 
prince Owen levelled with the ground the walls of that fortrefs. 
In doing which he gave no proof of his military fagacity > fuch 
a place being evidently of importance, as a check to the inroads 
of the Englilh on the frontier of his dominions. The glory 
of this atchievement fo elevated the fpirits of the Welfli prince, 
that he foon forgot his forrows j and recovered the ufual. tone 
of his mind, as well as a rclilh for his former amufements.' 


2 79 


The Ions of Gryffydh ap Rhys having laid fiege to the caftle 
of Gwys in Pembrojceihire, and finding their own force unequal 
to the enterprife, they defired the alfiftance of Howel, the natural A> D 
fon of Owen Gwynedh; whofe talents for the council or the I-HS * 
field were high in the efteem of his country. This young prince, 
eager for glory, joined the three Wellh lords; and having 
reconnoitered the fortrefs, he cauled engines to be conftru&ed. 
to batter its walls, and to annoy the foldiers by throwing large, 
ftones into the caftle. Preparations fo formidable, and probably 
fo novel, intimidated the garrifon, who inftantly furrendered the 
fort. After this exploit, Howel returned into his own country.* 

* Welfh Chron. p. 199. * Ibid. p. 200. . 
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A dissension having arifen between Howel and Cynan, the 
fons of the prince of North Wales, and Cadwalader their uncle, 
the young princes led a body of troops into Meirionydh, to 
ravage his territories. The terror of this inroad caufed the in¬ 
habitants to fly into'different places of fanfluary. But the 
princes having proclaimed, that no injury was intended to any 
perfon who fubmitted to their authority, the people, accuftomed 
to a change of mafters, quietly returned to their own habitations. 
They then inverted the caftle of Cynvael, erefled by Cadwalader, 
and left by that prince to the cuftody of the Abbot of Ty Gwyn. 
Neither menaces, nor offers of rewards, could (hake the fidelity 
of this warlike prieft ; he defended the place with great intrepidity, 
until the walls of the caftle were beaten down, and all the garri- 
fbn were either wounded or flain * he then made his efcape by 
means of fome friends which he had in the enemies army. 1 
Some time after; another of his fortreffes was taken by his 
A. d. nephew Howel, his territory wrefted from him, and Cadwalader 
*’ 48 " himfelf imprifbncd, 1 

Animosity againft the Englifh, and the feme gallantry of 
fpirit which had diftinguifhed the father, animated the fons 
of Gryffydh ap Rhys. Cadell, one of the fons of that prince, 
having fortified the caftle of Caerma.rthen, ifliied from thence ’ 
with a body of troops, and marched to Cydweli, the country 
about which he ravaged and laid wafte j then, joining his forces 
with, thofe of his brothers Meredydh and Rhys, they entered 
into Caerdigan, and fubdued a part of that’ diftrifl.* 


* W*Uh Chron. p. aoi. *. Wynne's Hift. Wales, f, x68. 

5 Welth Chrojf, p. »], 


The 



Book VI. 


OWEN GWYNEDH. 


28 r 


The incidents of this reign have been hitherto confined to 
enterprifes of no national importance. But a tranfaftion arofe at 
this time, which in fome meafure menaced the fafety of the 
ftate, and called into exercife the military talents of the prince 
of North Wales. To recover the credit of his arms, which had 
been loft by a former defeat in Wales, Ranulph earl of Chefter 
meditated a formidable invafion of that country. 1 Befides his 
own vaflals, he collected from different parts of England a large 
body of troops. He engaged likewile in the defign Madoc ap 
Meredydh, at this time the prince of Powys; who difdaining to 
hold his territories under the fovereignty of North Wales, joined 
the arms of the earl of Chefter; and the two leaders, with 
their united forces, entered the dominions of Owen Gwynedh. 
On this invafion, that prince advanced into Flintlhire, to give 
his enemies the meeting at Counfyllt, on the confines of his 
kingdom. This movement, as rapid as it was bold, infufed a 
lpirit into his army, and fecured his own territories from the de- 
vaftations of war. Contrary to the ufual cuftom of the Welfh, 


of fcarcely ever rifquing a general engagement, or of attacking 
an enemy unlefs in fituations of advantage, Owen, availing 
himfelf of the ardour of his troops, faced' the Englifti and 
offered them battle; though their forces were fuperior to his 


,own in numbers, and had alfo the advantage from the nature A - D - 
of their arms. The fortune of the day decided in favour of 
the Welfh; who fo entirely difeomfited the Englifh, that few 


remained to witnefs their difgrace; except thofe who were taken 


Welfh Chron. p. 197. 

O o 


piifoners. 
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prifoners, and the leaders of the army, who efcaped the fury of 
the purfuit by the fwiftnefs of their horfes. 1 

Though urged to a different conduft, by every motive of 
prudence, Cadell, Meredydh, and Rhys, the fons of Gryffydh 
ap Rhys, invaded Caerdigan, which was the property of Howel 
the fon of the prince of North Wales; and fubdued the whole 
of that territory, except a fingle fortrefsjn Pengwern. The 
lofs of the braveft of their foldiers, which they fuftained at the 
fiege of Llanryftyd cafHe, fo irritated the young princes, that 
when they gained pofieflion of it, they put the garrifbn to the 
fword. From thence they proceeded to the caftle of Strath- 
Mcyric j which, after they had taken, they fortified with new 
works; and the princes, then, difbanding their forces, returned 
into South Wales. 1 

Cadell, theeldeft of thefc lords, being fond of the pleafures 
of the chace, engaged in a hunting party to amufe himfelf after 
the toils of the late expedition. This prince had no fooner 
begun his diverfion, than the inhabitants of Tenby, who had 
conceived fome difpleafure againft him, fuddenly attacked his 
party; and, unarmed as they were, eafily put them to flight. 
Cadell himfelf, forely wounded, efcaped with difficulty to h^s 
houfe, where he languiflied a confiderable time. In revenge 
of this treatment, his brothers Meredydh and Rhys, entered the 
territory of Gvvyr in Glamorgan j and having laid wafte that 


* Wellh Chron. p. 202. Hilt. Gvvcdir Family, p, 4. 
4 Wynne’s Hilt, Wales, p. J70, 
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country, they made themfelves mafters of the caftle of Aber- 
llychwr, which they levelled with the ground; they then re¬ 
turned into their own territories, enriched with much plunder, 
and rebuilt the caftle of Dincvawr, the ancient palace of their 
anceftors. Some time after, the two princes laid fiege to the 
caftle of Penwedic in Caerdigan, belonging to prince Hovvel, 
of which, after fome difficulty, they gained pofleflion ; then in¬ 
verting the caftle of Tenby in the night, they took that fortrefs 
by efcalade, before the garrifon was aware of any danger; ob¬ 
taining revenge, by this laft exploit, for the injury which their 
brother had lately received.* 

The cuftom of Afiatic fovereigns, of exterminating the 

younger branches of their family, was too frequently adopted 

by the Wclfli princes; tinging more deeply their native bar- 

barifm, by a policy fo mean and fanguinary. Cadwallon the 

brother of Owen Gwynedh prince of North Wales, having been 

aflaffinated, in the late reign, in revenge of feveral murders 

which he himfelf had committed, left a fon of the name of 

Cynetha, the undoubted heir to his territories. To render his 

nephew incapable of fupporting the claim which he had to 

his paternal inheritance, Owen had the barbarity to pull out his 

eyes; and refining on a favage and a detefted policy, he alfo 

caufed him to be caftrated; that no heirs in future might lay A - D - 

11 1 • 

claim to his territories, or might retaliate the injuries which 
this prince had received. 1 An action fo atrocious, and not to 
be extenuated even by the rudenefs of thefe times, throws a 

deep 


* Wellh Chron. p. 203. 

O O 2 


* Ibid. 
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deep /hade over the character of a prince, who, in many refpe&s, 
was a friend to his country, and of an amiable and gallant fpirit. 

A ‘ t ^‘ Cadwalader, who had been long kept in confinement by 
btephen ki s nephew Howel, had the good fortune to efcape out of 
prifon j and flying into Angleley, he brought a great part of 
that ifland under his fubjeflion. The prince of North Wales, 
hearing of his brother’s efcape, and of the profperous fituation 
of his affairs, fent againft him a body of troops j which proving 
too formidable to be refifted by Cadwalader, he was obliged to 
fly into England, to folicit afliftance from the relations of his 
wife, a daughter of the houfe of Clare. 1 

The late event was followed by another of much greater 
importance to Wales, by the death of Stephen the king of Eng- 
A. n. land; and Henry the fecond, a more formidable enemy to its 

1x54. 4 

interefts, fucceeded to the throne.* 

While the Welfh princes were wafting the national force 
in mutual hoftilities, the Flemings, who had fettled as a colony 
in South Wales, acquired an acceffion of ftrength. One of the 
A. d. firft a&s in the government of king Henry, relating to Wales, 
1 ft of was to banifli out of England the Flemifli foldiers, who had 

Henry II. 0 

followed the fortunes of Stephen j and, poflefiing found princi¬ 
ples of political wifdom, he gave permiflion to thefe foreigners, 
to fettle among their countrymen in the province of Pembroke. 5 

* Memoirs of Gwedir Family, p. 5. Welfh Chron. p. 203. At this time (A. D. 
*1 S 3 - ) died Mcredydh the fon of the late prince Gryffydh ap Rhys of South Wales. 

? Welfh. Chron, p. 294. 3 ibid, p, 205, 
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Several caufes confpired, with the motives of ambition and 
glory, in engaging the king of England, to employ at this time, 
the utmoft exertion of his power, in attempting the conqueft of 
Wales. Madoc ap Meredydh, the prince of Powys, confcious 
of having joined the enemies of his country j and dreading 
the refentment which that conduct had excited in the brcaft of 
Owen Gwynedh, endeavoured, as a means of his future fecu- 
rity, to incite the Englifh king to the invafion of North Wales. 
Cadwalader, likewife, fmee the fatal iffuc of the combat with his 
nephew, having been treated with feverity by his brother Owen, 
and by the fbns of that prince, had fled into England; and in 
that court, had employed in profecution of the fame defign, 
liis own folicitations, with the powerful intereft of the houfe of 
Clare.' The glory to be acquired, and the importance of the 
object, with the apparent facility of the enterprife, from the dc- 
fedtion of fuch powerful princes, determined Henry to exert every 
means, which his great power afforded, for the conqueft of the 
country. 

He collected out of different parts of England, a very a. d. 
formidable army, with which he marched to Chefter; then ad- 3^ 
vancing into Flintfhire, he encamped his forces upon a marfli 
called Saltney, which borders upon the river Dee. Such was 
the mighty preparations which this prince had made for the 
conqueft of Wales, that he compelled every two of his military 
vaflals throughout England, to find a foldier to reinforce his 
army, and enable him with greater vigour to profecute the 
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war.* Owen, the prince of North Wales, with his ufual ac¬ 
tivity, advancing to the frontiers of his dominions, took poft at 
Bafmgwerk near Holywell in the county of Flint. In this 
fituation he waited the approach of the Englifli. The boldnefs 
of the movement encouraged Henry to hope, that the Welfh 
prince intended to rifque a general engagement. And in confe- 
quence of which, he difpatched a chofen body of troops under 
the command of feveral barons of diftin&ionj with the defign of 
bringing the Welfh to an adtion, or of diflodging them from 
their poft. This party, in palling through the woody and 
broken country of Coed Eulo, near Hawarden, was attacked 
by David and Cynan the fons of Owen Gwynedh; and who, 
with a body of forces, had lain in ambufh to intercept them. 
The fuddennefs and impetuofity of the aflault, with the unufual 
difficulties of their fituation, fo intimidated the Englifh, that 
they fled in great diforder, and with much daughter, to the 
main body of the army.' Alarmed at the danger, and mortified 
by the difgrace, the king of England broke up his camp, and 
marched along the fea fhore to the town of Flint; intending by 
this manoeuvre, to deceive the Welfh prince by leaving him upon 
the right, and by a nearer road to penetrate into the interior 
parts of the country. But in palling through a long and narrow 
defile at Counfyllt, he was intercepted by Owen. 

* Matth. Paris, p. 81. There were fixty thoufand knights fees created by the 
Conqueror, which mtift make the levy of Henry, raifed at this time, to amount 
to 30,000 men. Hutne’s Hill. Eng. vol.II. p. 2. Appendix, p. 141. 

* Welfh Chron. p. aoG. 


The 



Book Vf. 


OWEN OWYNEDH, 


The defign was conduced with temper and judgment. The 
Englifh were permitted to enter unmolefted fo far into the flrait, 
as to render their advance or retreat both difficult and danger¬ 
ous. The Welfli, then, rufhing with terrible outcries from out 
of the woods, aflaulted them with ftones, arrows, and other 
miffile weapons. Struck with difmay, encumbered with heavy- 
armour, and unaccuftomed to fight in fuch fituations, the 
Englilh were again thrown into the utmoft difordcr being 
unable either to retreat, or to refill fo unexpected an onfet.' 
In the general confufion, Henry himfclf was obliged to fly; 
Euflace Fitz John, and Robert de Courcy, with other noblemen 
of diftin&ion, were flain. 1 

The few of the vanguard who had efcaped the fword, fell back 
upon the main body of the Englifh, who were advancing in 
regular order to the entrance of the- defile. A rumour inftantly 
prevailed of the death of the king; and the earl of Effex,* here¬ 
ditary ftanciard-bearer of England, feifed with the general terror, 
threw to the ground the royal flandard; at the lame time crying 
aloud, “ The king is flain.’' The terror then became univcrfal.’ 

1 Welfli Chrou. p. 207. Holinflicad’s Chron. p. 67. Giraldus Cambrcniis, Itiit. 
cap. X. lib. II. 

1 Stowe’s Chron. p. 149. 

* The year following, liflcx was accufcd of treafon by Robert dc Montford; and 
being vanquiflied by him in a Angle combat, which happened in confcjiience, he 
was condemned to death by king Henry; though the feverity of the fentence was 
afterwards mitigated by that prince ; his eftatc, however, was conlifeatcd, and alter 
being lhorn like a monk, he was confined during his life in a convent. Lord Lyttel¬ 
ton’s Ililt. of Henry II. 

J Holinfliead’sChron. p.07. Chronica Gcrvafii, p. 1380. 
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The Welfh, perceiving their diforder, attacked the Englifli with 
fuch impetuofity, that a general rout muft have enfuedj if 
at this moment the king, at length extricated from his perilous 
fituation, had not made himfelf known to the army, by lifting 
up the vizor of his helmet. His prefence in an inftant changed 
the fcene. The Englifli, acquiring frefli ardour from the gal¬ 
lantry of their fovereign, and who with alacrity led them on 
to the charge, gave a check to the Welfh forces, and drove 
them back into the woods.* 

The prince of Wales, after this flight difafter, retired to a 
poft near St. Afaph, called from this event Cil Owen, or Owen’s 
retreat. On the nearer approach of the king, he retreated to 
Bryn-y-Pin, a ftronger poft fituated five miles weft of St. Afaph. 1 
At the fame time, by the orders of Henry, an Englifli fleet, 
which he had aflembled at Chefter, infefted the coaft of North 
Wales. The king of England meeting with no refiftance, ad¬ 
vanced to Rhuddlan, where he erefted a houfe for the knights 
templars; 1 a new kind of military garrifon in Wales, and 
eftablifhed, it is probable, for a purpofc fimilar to the original 
inftitution of that order in Paleftine. He, likewife, more ftrongly 
fortified the caftle of that town, with the fortrefs at Bafingwerk; 
and that he might fecure the conquefts he had made, by render¬ 
ing more eafy the marching of armies, he cut down the woods, 
and conftrucled new roads through the country he had fubdued. 4 

* Holinfliead’s Chron. p. 67. 

* Stowe’s Chron. p. 149. A manufeript copy inWclihof Caradoc of Llancarvan. 

5 Annalcs Waverlcicnfis, p. 159. 4 Matth. Paris, p. 81. 
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Owen did not remain an indifferent Ipeflator of tranfa&ions fo 
inimical to the interefts of his country. He defcended fre¬ 
quently from his poll on the hill, to Ikirmifii with the king’s 
troops, and to moleft them in their dcfignsbut no general 
action enfued; the two princes had been taught prudence by 
their part experience, and did not chufe to rifque the fate of their 
feparatc armies by engaging in improper fituations. At the fame 
time, the Englilh fleet under the conduft of Madoc ap Meredydh 
the prince of Powys, made a defcent on the ifland of Anglefey, 
ravaged a part of the country, and plundered two churches: on 
returning to their fliips, the party was attacked by the whole 
ftrength of the ifland, and entirely cut in pieces. Difmayed 
with the fate of their aflociates, the Englifli fleet weighed anchor, 
and failed back to Chefter. 2 Owen derived little advantage from 
thefe fortunate incidents; as the Englifli were in force, and 
ftrongly fortified in the maritime parts of Flintfliire. The wife 
meafure likewife which Henry had employed in having ftationed 
a 'fleet on the coafl: of Wales, gave the WeJfli prince reafon to 
fear that his army, cooped up in the interior parts of the country, 
might be in danger of perifliing for w'ant of ncccflary fuftenance; 
as his kingdom had been accuftomed to receive from foreign 
countries a great part of its provifions. Thefe motives, cogent 
as they may be, will fcarccly juftify Owen, as a magnanimous 
and independent fovereign, in concluding a peace with the king 
of England, upon terms fo injurious to his country, and to his 

1 Mamifcript of Caradoc, ut fupra. Stow’s Chrou. ibid. 

1 Welfli Chrou. p. 207. Giraldua Canibr. Itin. lib. II. cap. VII. William New¬ 
burgh, lib. II. cap.V. Bromjuon’s Chron. p.1048. 
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A. d. own particular honour and interefts. By this treaty, he himfelf 
3 d of and his chieftains fubmitted to do homage to Henry," and 
Iltnr/ii. ceremon y was performed in Snowdun $* to yield up thofe 

caftles and diftridts in North Wales, which in the late reign had 
been obtained from the Englifhto take Cadwalader his brother 
into favour, and to rcftore him his territories. 4 What con¬ 
tributed ftill more to complete the humiliating fccne, he was 
obliged to deliver up two of his fons as pledges of his future 
obedience. 5 

Thus have we feen the Wcllh nation, by a folemn a£l of 
their fovereign, and by the means of an Englifli fleet, reduced 
again to a dependence on the crown of England. If the long 
and gallant refiftancc which this people had made for freedom, 
againfl: a power fo very unequal, excite our admiration and 
wonder, we ftiall be no lefs furprifed that a nation like the Eng¬ 
lifh, fo much farther advanced in political wifdom, fliould not 
have been able fooner to terminate the conteft. 

a. D. The year after this important event, a general peace took 
11 '" 8 * place between England and Wales. 6 The princes and all the 

chieftains of South Wales repaired to the court of England; 
where Henry granted them peace, on the terms of doing homage 
for their own territories j and on their ceding to him thofe 

* Brompton’s Chron. p. 1048. 

* Probably at Conway, where the diftrid of Snowdun began. Matth, Paris, p. 8t. 

1 Annalts Wavtrlcicnfis, p.159. ' * Wclfli Chron. p.208. 

J Lord Lyttelton’s Ilift, Heu.IL_vol.il. p. 79. 6 Welfli Chron. p. 208. 
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diftri&s, which in the late reign had been recovered from the 
Englifti.' 

Riiys the fon of Gryffydh ap Rhys, the immediate heir to 
the fovercign dignity in South Wales, was not included in the 
general pacification. 

Animated with the fame fpirit which had heretofore diHrin- 
guilhcd his family, this prince was not willing tamely to yield 
up to ambitious foreigners, a fovereign dignity, which had de¬ 
fended to him through a long line of anceftors. Under the 
juft fears that Henry would employ his force againfi him, he 
commanded his vafials to remove their goods and cattle into 
the foreft of Towi and from whence, unfupported by any con¬ 
federate, he made war againft the Englilh/ 

Pleased with his gallant fpirit, or afraid of his power, Henry 
fent him an invitation to his court, under the alfurancc of a 
gracious reception; but threatened, at the fame time, if he re¬ 
jected the friendly overture, that the whole force of Wales and 
of England fhould be employed to convey him thither.' 

The high fpirit of the Welfli prince was obliged to fubmit to 
fo alarming a fummons; and by the advice of his friends he 
repaired to Henry’s court; where having done homage, and 
given up two of his fons + as hoftages for his fidelity, the diftridt 

* Lord Lyttelton's Hill. Henry II. vol. II. p. 80. * Welfli Chron. p. 20S. 

} Wcllh Chron. p. 208. 

4 Lord Lyttelton’s Hid. Henry II. vol. II. p.81. The like fccurity was e::;u 5 led 
from all the other Welfli chieftains and princes. 
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of Cantrev Mawr, the ancient demefne of his family, was 
promifed him.' But contrary to that promife, the king gave 
him only a few lordfhips, and other eftates remote from each 
other, and intermixed with the Englifh territories; with the 
defign, no doubt, by fuch a difpofition of his property, to ren¬ 
der his power lefs dangerous. Necellity obliged Rhys to remain 
quiet under fuch unjuft and mortifying treatment. 1 

The fituation of this prince, though little to be envied, excited 
the rapacious fpirit of Walter Clifford, and of another Englifh 
lord who making an inroad into his territories, flew many of 
his vaffals, and carried away confiderable fpoils. Rhys fent im¬ 
mediate intelligence to the king of this outrage, defiring fatis- 
fadlion for the injury he had received. But Henry, partial to 
the conduct of his Englifh fubjefts, and regarding with a jealous 
eye the interefts of the Welfh, paid no other attention to his 
complaints, than holding out to him fallacious affuranccs of re- 
drefs. Incenfed at a condudt fo faithlefs, Rhys threw off his 
allegiance j determined that his fword fliould do him that juftice, 
which had been denied him by the Englifh king. 5 He begun 
his revolt, by laying fiege to the caftle of Llandovery* in Caer- 
marthenfhire, of which he foon gained pofleffion. At the fame 
time Einion, nephew to the Welfh prince, alike eager to throw 
off the ignominious yoke, flew to arms; regarding the oath of 
allegiance which his uncle had taken as diffolved; the obligation 


1 Welfli Chron. p. 208. * Ibid. 

1 Dr. Powcl’s notes on Girald. Camb. Itin. lib. I. cap. X. LlanynulJyfri. 
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on the part of the king, of doing juftice and of affording pro¬ 
tection, not having been obferved. He inverted the caftle of 
Humfrey, which he took by ftorm, and put the garrifon to the 
fword. In this fortrefs, he found a number of horfes and im¬ 
plements of war fufficient to equip a confiderable body of men. 
Rhys, likewife, with equal rapidity and fuccefs, fpread over the 
whole country of Caerdigan ; which he foon brought under his 
fubje&ion, after having levelled with the ground every fortrefs 
belonging to the Englifh.' 

Henry regarded this revolt of fufficient importance to demand 
his prefence in South Wales, and entered that country by the 
fea coaft of Glamorgan. But finding all his efforts ineffectual, 
he was under the neceflity of giving up the enterprife, 1 and of 
leaving Rhys ap Gryffydh in pofleflion of his conquefts ; on 
no other condition than that of giving hoftages for the preferva- 
tion of the peace during the king’s ablence in Normandy.’ Thus 
did the prince of South Wales, deferted by all his confederates, 
baffle the efforts of a mighty monarch. 

His fubfequent conduCt, by making a fudden inroad into 
Pembroke, though only contending for his hereditary rights, yet 
threw fome ftain upon his honour; as it was likely to expofe the 
hoftages, 4 in Henry’s hands, to the cruel treatment ufual in 
thefe times. Having laid fiege to Caermarthen, the carl of 

* WeHliChron. p. joi> * Giraldus Cambrcnfis, lib. II. cap. X. 

3 WelfliChron. p. 209. * Brotnpton’s Chron. p, 1059. 
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4tU of 
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Briftol, natural fon to Henry, with the earl of Clare and the 
Welfti prince Cadwalader, his brother by marriage, befides two 
other barons, came to the relief of that place. Howel and 
Cynan, the fons of the prince of North Wales, joined too, in 
the unnatural alliance. Unable to refill fo formidable an oppo- 
fition, Rhys retreated to the mountains of Cevn Refter, in which 
ftrong poll he remained in fecurity. The confederate army, 
encamping for fome time at Dynwyllir, built there a caftle; 
after which, having no intelligence of Rhys ap Gryffydh, they 
broke up their camp, and returned to their refpedive countries. 1 

Madoc ap Meredydh, the lad prince of Powys, dying at 
Winchefter, his remains were removed from thence and interred 
at Meivod in Montgomerylhirc, the ufual burial place of his 
family. After his death that principality, one half of which, 
called Powys Vadoc, he had held entire, s underwent feveral di- 
vifions by the cuilom of gavel-kind, and was never again united 
under one fovereign. This prince left three fons, Gryffydh 
Maelor, Owen, and Elis; befides a daughter, by Sufannah his 
wife, who w-as the daughter of Gryffydh ap Cynan; he had, 
alfo, Owen Brogyntyn, and two other fons who were illegitimate; 
all of whom (hared, agreeably to the cuftom of Wales, the pa¬ 
ternal inheritance. Likewifc, Owen his nephew, the fon of 
Gryffydh ap Meredydh, flilcd Owen Cyvcilioc, had a dill rid 
called by that name, which contained near half of Powys.’ The 
fovcrcignty of England was acknowledged by all thefe chieftains. 

* Wclfli Chrou. p. 210. * Ibid, p.210, 211. J Ibid. 
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Henry, being returned from Normandy, and having reduced 
the other Welfh princes to his obedience, turned all his attention 
to the affairs of South Wales j and to the hoftilities lately com¬ 
mitted againft him by Rhys ap Gryffydh. That prince, ftill 
remaining unfubdued, had, during the abfcnce of the Englifh 
monarch, continually infefted the adjacent country, from his 
flrong poft on the mountains of Brecknock; encouraged by fome 
prophecies then current in Wales, that the king would never re¬ 
turn into England. 1 Incenfed at the frequent violations of the 
peace, Henry invaded South Wales j and advancing as far as 
Pencadaer, received the fub million of Rhys j who, defpairing of 
being able any longer to refill his power, a fecond time did him 
homage, and delivered up hoflages likewifc for his future fidelity. 1 
This ceremony was alfo performed the year following at Wood- 
ftock} where Rhys ap Gryffydh, attended by the other princes 
and chieftains in Wales, did homage to the Englilh king, and 
to Henry his fon.’ 


A. D. 

1163. 
qth of 
Henry II. 


A. I). 

1164. 
10th of 
Henry II. 


The fubmiffive demeanour of Rhys ap Gryffydh was of no 
long continuance. His impatient fpirit was again fet on fine by 
an outrage; marking equally the ferocity of the times, as the 
weak, or partial government of the Englifh king. Einion, the 
nephew of the Welfh prince, and a gallant youth, had been 
lately murdered in his bed by his own fervant, at the infliga- 
tion of the earl of Gloucefler. 4 Finding no protection from the 

* Lord Lyttelton’s Hift. Hen. II. vol. II. p. x$2. 1 Welfh Cliron. p.220. 

j V. Diceto. Ymag. Hift. fub Ann. 1163. Math. Paris, p. S4. 

4 Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 189, Chron. of Wales, p. 220. 
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Englifh, or fafety in fubmiflion, Rhys once more determined to 
truft his fortunes to the decifion of arms. In his firft enter- 
prife, he obtained pofleffion of the territory of Dinevawr, and 
the large diftrift of Cantrev Mawr. Having recovered the ancient 
demefncs of his family, he then invaded the territory of the earl 
of Gloucefter j deftroying in his progrefs, the caftle of Aber- 
rheidol,* and other fortrefles belonging to the enemy ; and, at 
length, he reduced likewife the entire province of Cacrdigan. 
Eager to recover his hereditary honours, and receiving, no doubt, 
an additional incentive from the place where he then refided, 
which had been the royal feat of his anceftor's, Rhys carried his 
arms into Pembroke; and making many inroads on the eftates 
of the Flemings, and ravaging their country, he returned to the 
caftle of Dinevawr, enriched with fpoils, and high in the efteem 
of his country.* 

Fired by his gallant example, a fpirit of revolt fprung up in 
Wales. With great judgment this prince, during the winter, 
either by his deputies, or in perfon, had conferences with the 
different Welfh princes. He called up their fleeping virtue, and 
roufed it into action, by fuch incentives as were likely to touch 
a warm, free, and fpirited people. lie pointed out the profpcdfc 
of afferting their freedom, which had of late opened on their 
country, from the diflenfions which had arifen in England be¬ 
tween Henry and the archbifhop of Canterbury ; and from the 
probability, likewife, that this prince would foon be engaged in 


Oft the confluence of the rivers RbeiJiel and Tfluytb. * Welfli Chr. p. 220. 
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a war with France j that country, as well as the Pope, having 
efpoufetl the caufe of Becket.' 


Animated by his generous fpirit, by the profperity which 
had attended his arms, and by fuch a favourable conjuncture, 
the prince of North Wales and all his Ions, his brother Cad- 
walader and the chieftains of Powys, joined Rhys ap Gryffydh \ 
in hopes of regaining the independency they had loft, and of 
recovering that honour which of late they had forfeited. At no 
period, had the Welfli nation united into a confederacy like this j 
concentering with fo much energy and force, the various policies 
and intcrefts, the different tempers and abilities of the princes 
of Wales. 1 


The firft enterprife, under the conduct of David the fon of 
Owen Gwynedh, was an inroad into Flintfliire, where he com¬ 
mitted moft grievous devaluations $ carrying away the cattle and 
inhabitants to the Vale of Clwyd. 1 


During the abfence of the king in Normandy, fomc forces 
had been levied by parliament for the reduction of Rhys ap 
Gryffydh.* Henry, on his arrival, marched with thefe troops 
into Flintfliire, for the protection of Rhuddlan caftlej which 
fortrefs he was afraid that the Welfli would befiege. The 
enemy having retired, and the king, not being lufficicntly in 

1 Lord Lyttelton’s Hilt. Hen. II. vol. II. p. 439. 

* Wellh Chron. p. 22c. Britifli Antiq. Revived by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 23. 

1 Welfli Chron. p-22i. * Lord Lyttelton’s Hilt. Hen. II. vol, II. p.410. 

Qjl force 
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force to purfue them, flayed only a few days to augment his 
garrifons, and marched back into England; in order, by railing 
new levies, to profecute the war with greater vigour.* 

His Britilh dominions, and the different territories he pof- 
fefled in France, furnilhed him with their choiceft troops •, from 
Normandy, Anjou, and Gafcony, from Guienne, Flanders, and 
Britany; and with this combined and formidable force he 
marched into Powys, in the full refolution of exterminating the 
inhabitants.* 

The Englilh army entered the Wellh confines at Ofweffry, 
where Henry encamped for lome time j 5 in expectation that the 
terror of his arms might, by lhaking the firmnefs of the con¬ 
federate princes, call them back to their allegiance } or at lealt, 
that the protection which fuch a power would naturally afford, 
might detach from the common caufe the chieftains of the houle 
of Powys, the ufual adherents of his family. It might have been 
expeCted that a confederacy like this, heterogeneous in itfelf, 
and forming its union from a fudden impulfe, rather than from 
fteady principles of either policy orpatriotifm, would have Jhrunk 
from fo formidable an armament. But, determined to refcue 
their country from a foreign domination, or to perilh in the 
attempt, the Wellh princes remained firm and intrepid. 

* Wtlfli Chron. p. 221. Brompton’s Chron. fub Ann. 1163, Chronica Gcrvafii, 
p. 1 398, Giraidus Cambrenfis Itin. lib. II. cap. X. 

* Wellh Chron. p. 221. _ 

J Welfh Chron. p. 221. Brompton’s Chron. fub. Ann. 1165. Chron. Gcrr. 
p. 1398. Giraidus Cambrenf. Itin. lib. II. cap. X, 
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The power of North Wales was colle&ed under the command 
of Owen Gwynedh and his brother Cadwalader j the forces of 
South Wales were led by the gallant Rhys ap Gryffydh: thofc 
of Powys by Owen Cyveilioc and the fons of Madoc ap Mere- 
dydh. With thefe troops were joined the inhabitants of the 
country fituated between the Wye and the Severn, under the 
leading of their chieftains, the two fons of Madoc ap Edneith. 

The combined forces of the Welfli aflembled at Corwen, a 
ftrong country in Edeyrnion j in which fituation of advantage 
they waited the approach of the Englifli. With a view of ad¬ 
vancing nearer to the enemy, and defirous of bringing on an 
aflion, Henry marched his army to the Ceiriog; a river in the 
county of Denbigh, and which runs through the Vale of that 
name. And that he might not be liable to the ambufeades of 
the Wellh, he ordered the woods on each fide of the banks 
to be cut down.' It was probably on the paflage of this river, 
that the Englifti monarch was in imminent danger of his life. 
Attempting to force a bridge, an arrow aimed at him by the 
hand of a Wellhman, muft inevitably have pierced his body, if 
Hubert de St. Clare, conftable of Colchefter, perceiving the 
danger, had not in a moment fprung before his fovereign, and 
received it into his own bofom} of which wound he inftantly 
died.* 

* Welfli Chron. p. saw 

* Welfli Chron. p. «a. Holinlhead’s Chron. p. 73. who fays, this accident hap¬ 
pened at the liege of Bridge North. 
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While the Englifli were employed in cutting down the 
woods, a party of the Welfh, without any orders from their 
leaders, but who were acquainted with the ford, paffed over 
the river; and made a fudden attack on the van of Henry’s 
army, compofed of pikemeu, who were confidered as the flower 
of his troops. A warm action enfued; many were flain on 
both Tides; at length Henry gained the paflage; and advancing 
ft ill farther, came to the mountain of Berwyn, where, in order 
to refrefh his forces, he lay in camp feveral days. The two 
armies, during this interval, feemed to ftand in awe of each 
other. The Englifli were ftationed on the acclivity of the hills; 
and the Welfh, prefenting a dark and formidable front, were 
polled upon the fummit of the oppofite mountains. The fitu- 
ation of Henry foon became critical. For the Welfh, watching 
every movement, and lofing no opportunity of cutting off' his 
provifions, reduced his army to great diftrefs for want of vi£tuals 
and forage; the foldiers being afraid to ftir out of the camp. 
To increafc ftill more his danger, there fell on a fudden fuch 
violent rains, as rendered it difficult for his foldiers to ftand on 
their feet in that broken and flippery country; fuch torrents 
of water, likewife, poured down from the hills into the vale 
where he lay encamped, that he was obliged to retire, with 
great lofs of ammunition and of men, and to afford to the Welfh 
fo glorious an occafion of triumph.' Deeply wounded with a 
fenfe of his difgrace, the liberal fpirit of Henry was thrown off 
its bias. To gratify a mean revenge, unworthy of a hero, 


of 


* Wclfli Chron. p, n 2, 
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of injuring thofe whom his arms had not been able to fubdue, 
and that, too, in a manner, fo wounding to fallibility ; he com¬ 
manded the eyes of thofe hoftages, which had been formerly 
given him, to be pulled out. Among the number of thefe 
unfortunate victims were the two fons of Rhys ap Gryff ; d!i, 
and two fons of the prince of North Wales.' 

Thus baffled in his operations at land, Henry had recourfe 
to the more effectual meafure of attacking the Welfh Ly fea. 
With this view he repaired to Chefter; and remained there 
fome time, until he had collected his fleet, and had received a re¬ 
inforcement of fhips, which he cxpe&cd out of Ireland. Having 
finiflied thefe preparations, he fuddcnly gave up the defign, 
without any apparent caufej and di (milled both his fleet and his 
army.* Unacquainted as we are with his motives, wc can only 
account for this extraordinary conduct, in a prince fo wife and 
fpirited r.s Henry, from a juft or imaginary fear, that his foreign 
dominions would be attacked while he was profecuting the war 
in Wales. Whatever were the motives of his conduft, it is 
certain that Henry had tarnilhed the reputation of his arms; 
and of confequence that the Wei fit princes were more ftrongly 
confirmed in their revolt. 


* Ilolinfhcad’s Citron. p. 73. who fays, that befidcs thefe above-mentioned, he 
caufed the for' and daughters of feveral Welfh lords, to be treated with the fame 
feverity ; ordering the eyes of the young flriplings to be pecked out of their heads, 
and the cars of the young gentlewomen to be fluffed. Welfh Citron, p. 222. 

* Welfh Chron. P . 22;. 
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Rhys ap Gryffydh, fuddenly inverting the caftle of Caer- 
digan, gained pofteffion of that fortrefs; and then invading the 
adjacent country, he made himfelf mafter of the caftle of Cilger- 
ran,* a place of the greatcft importance, which he levelled with 
the ground. The Welfh prince, then, with great fpoils, returned 
into his own territories, with an additional luftre to his arms. 


A. D. To keep up the fpirit of revolt, and divide the attention of 
11 the Englifh, the prince of North Wales took the caftle of Ba- 
fmgwerk, -lately fortified by Henry, which he entirely de- 
molifhed.’ ' 


If any thing could have taught the Welfh the ftrong neceffity 
of union, to counteract the defigns of an oppreflive and here¬ 
ditary enemy, it muft have been the profperity which had 
attended the late exertion of their arms j and which had raifed 
them on a fudden from an ignominious dependence, to manly 
refiftance, and generous fentiments, and to the attainment of 
their freedom. But a fpirit of difunion, inherent in their genius; 
contracting their views, and governing their conduit, precluded 
any fyftem of general policy; and the public fafety was left to 
depend upon rude valour, on a country almoft inacceffible, on 
the caprice of accidents, and on the fprings of irregular paflions. 

Instead of giving efficacy to their late exertions, by a more 
clofe and firmer union, Owen Cyveilioc, and Owen Vychan, 

* Situated on the banks of the Tivi near Caerdignn. * Wclfli Chron. p. 123*. 
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two of the lords of Powys, wrefted from a chieftain of eminence, 
the eftates he pofTelfed in that country; and which they di¬ 
vided between themfelves. A like fpirit of rapacity influenced 
the other princes of Wales. Breaking the ties of a common in- 
terefl, the prince of North Wales, and his brother Cadwalader, 
with Rhys ap Gryfiydh, invaded and took pofleffion of the 
territory of Owen Cyvcilioc;' who, with the other chieftains of 
Powys, had fo lately joined the confederacy againft Henry. A 
part of this territory Owen Gwyncdh retained to his own fliare; 
the other parts he gave to Owen Vychan and to Rhys ap Gryf- 
fydh.‘ But Owen Cyvcilioc, foon after, by the afliftance of an 
Englilh army, recovered his patrimony ; an event of no moment 
in itfelf, but only ferving to mark the little juftice or wifdom 
which direded the condud of the confederate princes.’ 

Influenced by motives, more liberal and manly, the Welfh 
princes, in the abfence of the Englifh monarch, inverted the 
caftle of Rhuddlan; lately fortified by Henry, and a place of 
importance upon the Englifh frontier. The garrifon made a 
gallant defence, and refilled, a long time, and with great fpirit, 
the utmoft efforts of the affailants; at length, after a fiege of 
two months, this fortrefs was taken, and levelled with the 
ground. With lefs difficulty, the princes obtained pofleffion of 
the caftle of Preftatyn, which they likewife demolilhed. The 
fortifications of Bafingwerk having been lately deftroyed, this 


» YVelih Chron. p. 223, 224. 

* Britilh Ant. Reviv. by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 5,6. 3 Welfh Chron. p. 224. 
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fucccfs gave Owen Gwynedh the entire poffeflion of the maritime 
parts of Flintfhire.* 

A concern of greater importance than the revolt of the 
Welfh, had of late employed the attention of Henry. He was, 
at this time, in Normandy, engaged in a war with Lewis king 
of France. The confederate Welfh princes, defirous of en¬ 
tangling the Englifh monarch more deeply in foreign difputes, 
fent, in conjun&ion with William the Lion , king of Scotland, 
ambafladors to the French court j with an offer of aid to carry 
on the war agairift Henry. It does not appear that this propofal 
was accepted; though it was the firft attempt we have fcen of 
the kind, which marked the growing importance of the Welfh 
princes j and the influence of which, they were defirous of 
extending to the continent . 1 

The rifing prolperity of the Welfh was checked, on a hid¬ 
den, by the death of Owen Gwynedh the prince of North Wales.' 
He reigned thirty-two years, and was buried in the cathedral 
church of Bangor. This prince married, for his firft wife, 
Gwladys, daughter to Llywarch apTrahaearn lord of Pembroke, 
by whom he had only Jorwerth Drwyndwn, or Edward with 
the broken nofej by his fecond wife Chriftian, daughter of 
Gronw the fon of Owen ap Edwyn lord of Englefield, he had 
David, Roderic lord of Anglefey, Cadwallon who was abbot of 


* Welfh Chron. p. 224. 

* Lord Lyttelton’s Ilift, Henry II. vol, II. p. 534. from V. F-pift. pr*dl£h 
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Bardfey, and Angharad married to Gryffydh Maelor. He had 
likewife twelve other children by different women.' 

r* 

It has been often faid, that in order to form a juft eftimate 
of the happinefs of individuals, we are to wait until the period 
of their lives. It is in the fame manner that wc muff judge of 
the character of the late prince. Wc have fecn him in the early 
part of his reign, with equal profperity and valour, refilling the 
mighty efforts of a wife and powerful monarch: and with a 
patriotifm that reflected honour upon his judgment, we have 
feen him, on various occafions, aiding the generous defigns of 
Rhys ap Gryffydh. From what motive, then, fliall wc account 
for the change in his conduit ? Having gained the advantage 
in the conflict at Counfyllt, without any apparent caufe, unlcfs 
it were the expediency of the moment, he himfelf, under hu¬ 
miliating circumftances, fubmitted to become the vaflkl of a 
foreign prince and in the confequence, reduced the chieftains of 
his country to the like difhonourablc fituation. Inftead of afford¬ 
ing proteilion to Rhys ap Gryffydh, which a juft policy de¬ 
manded ; we fee him, at one time, aiding the defigns of the 
Englifli monarch to crufli his gallant coadjutor ; and, another 
time, we fee him, wafting the national ftrength, and diverting 
its force, and tearing afunder the ties of union and of confidence, 
by attempting to conquer the territories of Owen Cyveilioc. In- 


i Hill:. Gwcdir Family, p. 3. According to the Wcifli Chron. p. 22C1, this prince 
had by his fir ft wife, bcfidcs his cldeft foil Jonvcrth; Cynan, Maclgon, and Gvrcnlhian; 
and by different women, Cynan, Mcrcdydh, Khun, Llewelyn, Edwal, H-nvcl, Cadell, 
Madoc, Einion, Cynwric, Philip, Ririd. 

R r fpired 
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fpired by the example of Rhys ap Gryffydh, and joined in con¬ 
federacy with the other Wellh princes, we at length fee him, 
with an increafe of importance to his country, recover inde¬ 
pendency. In this happy period of his days, full of years and 
furrounded by his children, he relinquilhed the bufy theatre of 
the world; and, although the mid-day of his life was clouded 
and inglorious, the evening became ferene, and clofed with 
honour to himfelf and advantage to his country. 


SO whimfxcal and indecifive was the mode of fucceffion, that 
as many Ions of the late prince laid claim to the crown, as were 
under the influence of ambition, or of a fiery, and turbulent 
fpirit. Jorwerth his eldcfl: fon, was unanitnoufly fet afide on 
account of a blemifii which he had in his face ; and he appears 
to have refigned himfelf quietly to the public judgment.' Howcl, 
a natural fon of the late prince, born of an Irifhwoman, being 
the firfl: who flatted for the p.rize, gained for a time a precarious 
pofleflion of the throne. David, the eldcft fon of Owen Gwy- 
nedh by a fecond wife, regarding his own right, in this contcfl, 
as indifputable; and difdaming to hold under the fovereignty of 
a brother, illegitimate and born of a foreign woman, raifed 

* He had however afligned him for his maintenance, a part of his father’s inheri¬ 
tance; the cantrevt of Nancomry and Ardudtvy; and refided at the cattle of Dol- 
wyddehm, fituatcd in the county of Caernarvon. Hilt. Gtvedir Family, p. 7.—This 
prince was afterwards obliged to take fanifluary at Pennant Mclangell in Montgomery- 
fliirc, where he died. 

8 an 



Book VI. DAVID AP OWEN GWVNEDIl 3 

an army, fought a battle with his rival, and flew him in the A. l). 
atftion.' By this viflory, David obtained the quiet poflcflion ' 9 
of the throne of North Wales.* 

Madoc, another fon of the late prince, feeing the contention 
which agitated the fiery fpirits of his brothers, with a courage 
equal to theirs, but far more liberally directed, gave himlelf up 
to the danger and uncertainty of feas, which had been hitherto 
unexplored. He is faid to have embarked with a few fliips; 
failing to the weft, and leaving Ireland to the north, he traverfed 
the ocean, until he arrived by accident upon the coall: of America. 

Pleated with its appearance, he left in that country a great part 
of his people j and returning for a frefh fupply, was joined by 
many adventurers, both men and women; who, encouraged by 
flattering deferiptions of advantage, and fick of the diforders 
which reigned in their native kingdom,* were delirous of feeking 
an afylum in the wilds of America. 4 

It feems, as if the death of the late prince of North Wales, a. j>. 

If*.-. 

had fuddenly dhfolved the confederacy, and as if the motives for zSrn'oV 
union no longer fubfifted. Rhys ap Cryffydh, having lately re- v l> 

» WeHh Chron. p. 227. 1 Memoir Gwcdir Family, p. 7. WvllliChr. p. 21 

I Wc know nothin^ of the reality of this ditto very, hut what it gathered from tfe 
poems of Mercdydh ap Rhys, who tlouriihcJin the year 1470; of Gutwin Owt :t in 
1480 ; and Cynfrijjap Ciromv, near the lame period. Thcfe bards preceded the expe¬ 
dition of Columbus ; and relate or allude to that of Madoc, as an event well known, 
and univcrfally received, to have happened three hundred years before. Sec Jun'*>‘ 

.Mulical Relics of the Wcltli Bards, p. 19. 

* Huinfrey Llniyd. Wcllh Chron. p. 228. 
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dneed that part of Powys, which had been the territory of Owen 
Cyveilioc, gave king Henry the meeting; while he purfued his 
journey into Ireland. At this conference, he was received into- 
the king’s peace, and was confirmed in all the pofleflions, which 
lie, at that time, enjoyed j and in confideration of which, he 
offered that monarch a confidcrable fupply of oxen and horfes 
towards the conqucft he was meditating ; and as a farther pledge 
of his future fidelity, offered him likewife fourteen hoftages. 
Henry, proceeding in his' progrefs through South Wales, and 
having entered into the city of Caer Lleon upon Ulke, eje&ed 
Jorwerth the lord of that place, whofe fidelity he fufpe&cd. 
Highly incenfed at this outrage, Jorwerth, on the king’s de¬ 
parture, fent his two fons, with many of his kindred and a 
number of their followers, to recover pofleflion both of the town 
and the fortrefs. They fucceeded in part; the town’they took 
and demolifhedbut they were baffled in every atttempt which 
they made againft the caftle. The king, purfuing his journey 
to Pembroke, beftowed upon Rhys a confidcrable extenfion of 
territory; all Caerdigan, Strath-Towi, Aruftly, and Elvel. He 
likewife vifited that prince at one of his palaces, called the white 
houfe, or Ty Gwyn> in the prefent county of Caermarthen • 
where he delivered up his fon Howel, who had been long left 
as a hoftage in Henry’s hands; he cxcufed likewife for a time 
the delivery of thofe hoftages which had been lately promifed, 
and remitted alfo the payment of the tribute until his return 
out of Ireland. 1 


The 


* Wclfli Chron. p.230, *31. 
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The patriotifm of the Welfh prince funk under the influence 
of thefe mutual civilities. The gallant and independent lpirit 
inherited from a long line of anceftors, and which had fo 
eminently diftinguifhed his own conduct; all that the terror of 
Henry’s arms and a feries of hoftilities could not {hake, was 
done away by a few ads of a well dire&ed courtefy. Forfaking 
the dignity and importance of his character, except in a Angle 
inftance, we {hall fee him in future only as a fatrap to the Eng- 
lifh monarch. Mingling in the common mafs, and lofing for 
ever the ancient honours of his family, neither this prince nor 
his defendants, from this period,' will retain any marks of 
fovercignty.* 

On the return of Henry out of Ireland, the expedition having a. n. 
been rendered fruitlefs by a ficknefs among his foldicrs, he was 
again met by Rhys ap Gryffydh at Talacharn in Caermarthcn- 
fhire ; where he paid him the cuftomary duties of a vaflal.* 

So difficult is it to eradicate the fentiments of freedom out of 
minds accuftomed to the ideas of independence, and fo natural 
are injuft ice and cruelty to men who are defirous of extermi¬ 
nating that invaluable bleffing, that Henry found he had not 
obtained the point of his ambition, by difarming Rhys ap Gryf¬ 
fydh. Another family, Rung*with a fenfe of injury, iprung up 
to avenge their own private wrongs, and, if poflible, for a time, 
to ftem the torrent which was overwhelming their country. 

i From this period the heads of this family were only didinguilhed by the title 
of Argkvydhi, or lords. Ilumfrey Lhuyd’s Brev. p. 75. 

* Ilumfrey Lhuyd, p. 76. J Wellh Chron. p. 232. 
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Before Henry’s return into England he had lent a fafe con* 
du& to Jorwerth, the chieftain whom he had fo lately injured j 
defiring that he himfelf, his fons, and all his retainers, would 
meet him at a certain place on the Borders j that he might con¬ 
clude a peace with them, and might leave that country in perfect 
tranquillity. Jorwerth paid inftant obedience to the king’s fum- 
mons, and fent orders to his fon Owen to do the fame, and alfo 
to give him the meeting on the road. The foldiers who garrifoned 
the New Cattle* upon Ulke, being informed that Owen was 
upon his journey in obedience to his father’s commands, laid 
wait for the young chieftain, whom they met on the road, and 
barbaroufly murdered; unarmed and aimoft without attendance, 
and retting in lecurity on the protection of a great monarch. It 
is not to be fuppoied, that a magnanimous prince like Henry, 
had any knowledge of a tranfaCUon lb cruel, fo faith Ids, and 
impolitic. Some of the attendants who cfcaped the mali'acrc, 
carried the account of it to the father j who, deeply wounded by 
fo poignant an injury, returned home with his other fon Ilowel * 
determined in future to have no reliance on the faith of the 
Engiifh. Colle&ing all the Wclfh, whom he himfelf, or his 
friends could engage in his caufe, he made iucurttons into thofe 
parts of Monmouth which were poflofled by the Engiifh j laying 
a. i). watte thofe diftridls, and the bordering counties of England, as 
117 “* far as the gates of Hereford and Gloucetter.' 

The Engiifh king, hearing of this infurre&ion, appointed 
Rhys ap Gryffydh chief jufticc of South Wales.* He thought, 

• The prefent Newport. * Wclfli Chron. p. 232. 

* BruMi Ant. Reviv. by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. 23. 
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and with a penetrating mind, that even the fhadow of *power, 
amuling a Ipirit capricious and vain,. might conciliate the af¬ 
fections of tins lord ; and be a means of diverting his attention 
from the real dignity and power, which had been wrefted from 
his family. 

The event juftified the ideas of Henry. A civil war having 
broken out between that prince and his eldeft fon, Rhys ap 
Gryffydh fent a chofen body of troops to the affiftance of the 
Englilh monarch. A far different Ipirit influenced the conduct of 
Jorvverth the other Wclfh chieftain. Taking advantage of the 
diffenfions which then prevailed in England, he laid liege to the 
city of Caer Lleon, of which he was the natural lord, and gained 
poffeflion of that place ; he then inverted the caftle, which foon 
furrendcrcd on condition of giving up the prifoners he had taken; 
and pur filing his fuccefs, he brought all Gwent-Is-Coed in Mon¬ 
mouth, except a fingle fortrefs, under his fubjeCHon.' 

A spirit of rapacity and injuftice, very early in his reign, a. ». 
had influenced the conduft of David prince of North Wales. 11 ' 
By force of arms, he took poffeflion of the ifland of Anglefey, 
the property of Roderic his brother;* whom he clofely confined 
in prifon; he likewife feifed on the territories of the reft of his 
brothers, and his other kinfmen, whom he alfo banifhed the realm- 5 

To fubdue the little virtue which remained in the country, 

Henry employed a new mode of fedu&ion j a fpring that was 

* Welfli Chr. g. 234. * Memoirs Gwcdir Fain. g. 8. 1 Welfli Chr. p. 234. 

not 
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not likely to fail of fuccefs. He gave to David the Wclfli prince 
his filler Emma' in marriage; thus difarming an hereditary 
enemy, by the fafcinating influence of ambition and love.* On 
his marriage with the Englifh princefs, David fent over into 
Normandy a body of Welfh, a thoufand in number, to the 
affiftance of the king his brother-in-law;’ Henry being, at that 
time, engaged in a war with France. 

Such was the flatc of affairs in the principality of North 
Wales. The ftream ran equally in favour of the Englifh in 
South Wales. The old king, and Henry his fon, held a great 
A. D. council at Gloucefter, for fettling the peace of South Wales and 
22d«t of the Borders. To this meeting came Rhys ap Gryffydh, juft 
I uhj li. returne( j * m t j ie f erv j ce 0 f Henry from the fiege of Tutbury 

caftle; attended by feven chieftains* of eminence, all of them 
lords in South Wales, and connected with his family by blood 
or by alliance: and even Jorwerth, forgetting his injuries, re¬ 
paired with them to Gloucefter, where they all did homage, and 
made their fubmiffions to the Englifh monarch. 4 In confcquencc 
of this, through the mediation of Rhys, they obtained pardon 


3f2 


a. D. 

1i7J. 


* By this princefs David had a fon named Owen. Sec Hift. Gwcdir Family, p. 13. 

* Bcnedift Abbas, vol. I. p. 205. Hill. Gwcdir Family, p. 8. 

3 Holinflicad, vol. II. p. 93. Wclfli Chron. p. 235. 

* Cadwallon ap Madog, of Melienydd, who was coufin-german to Rhys ; Einion 
Glyd, of Elfel3 Einion ap Rhys, of Gwrthrynion, fon-in-law to Rhys j Morgan ap 
Caradog ap Jcftyn, of Glamorgan ; Gryfiydh ap Ifor ap Meuryg, of Senghennyth j 
Seilyllt ap Dyfmval, of higher Gwent, brother-in-law to Rhys; and Jorwerth ap 
Owen, of Caer Llcon. 

* Britifli Ant. Reviv. by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. 23. 
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of the king for, all former offences. To render the royal favour 
more complete, Jorwefth was confirmed in the poffefllon of 
Caer Lleon.' And, to unite more clofely his vaffals, both 
Englifh and Welfli, who were prefent at the affembly, the 
king obliged them to take an oath, that if any one (hould be 
feparately attacked by any other power in Wales, all the reft 
fhould unite in his defences 

It appears, at this period-, as if the fenfe of their native in¬ 
dependence, that invigorating principle of aftion, no longer fub- 
fifted in the minds of the Welfli. David prince of North Wales, 
Rhys ap Gryffydh, Owen Cyveilioc, and other chieftains in 
Powys, with many of the Welfli nobility, repaired, upon Henry’s 
fummons, to a parliament which he held at Oxford } * a fcene, 
flattering to the Englifti monarch, in which the fpirit of the 
Welfli princes is feen to bend under the influence of fuperior 
talents.* 

The fpirit of the times, foftered by deadly feuds and by na¬ 
tional hatred, was kept alive, and rendered more ferocious by 
a feries of reiterated injuries. Henry de Hereford, uncle to Wil¬ 
liam de Bruce lord of Brecknock, had been lately murdered by 
feveral of thofe chieftains, who, in the preceding year, had 

* Welfli Chron. p. 336. 

s BcnediA Abbas, p. no. Brompton’s Chron. Tub. Ann. 117$, p. 1103. 

J Holinlhcad, p. 101. Benedict Abbas, vol. I. p. in. Hovedon, p. 366. 

4 At this parliament, Henry gave Elcfpiere intho marches to David prince of North 
Wales, and the territory of Mcirionydh to Rhyj ap Gryffydh. Hovectan, p. 566. 
Benedict Abbas, p. aoj. 

S s 


A. D. 
117b. 
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become vaffals to king Henry. To revenge this murder on the 
heads of the perpetrators, but under pretext of celebrating their 
a. D. late union, William de Bruce invited to an entertainment at his 
7 7 caftle of Abergavenny, Seifyllt ap Dyfnwal, Geoffry his fon, and 

many other chiefs Of the moil confiderable diftin&ion in Gwent. 
In the midft of their feftivity, with a view of inflaming their 
minds, and of giving fome colour to the bafenefs of his deflgn, 
he informed the Welfh chieftains, that in future they fhould 
not travel armed either with their fwords or their bows} and he 
inftantly required them to take an oath for the due performance 
of the fame. It is eafy to imagine in what manner a fiery and 
high-fpirited nobility would reliflv fo imperious a command, 
which they would only confider as a badge of their flavery. It 
was univer&lly rejected. On a fignal, then, being made, a num¬ 
ber of armed foldiers, who had been ftationed in the caftle for 
this purpofe, rufhed into the hall, and maflacred the Welfh 
lords.' Not fatisfied with the blood which he had already fhed, 
Bruce, attended by his ruffians, proceeded to the houfe of 
Seifyllt, at' no great diftance, which he fet on fire} then, feizing 
the wife of that chieftain, and murdering in her prefence her in¬ 
fant fon, he carried away the wretched mother to the caftle 
, of Abergavenny.* As the juftice of Henry did not feverely 

punifh this outrage, which every law of prudence and humanity 
demanded, we have the liberty of thinking, that even that great 
prince knew, when to relax its ufual vigour and firmnefs. 

* Matth. Paris, p. no. 

Welft^ Chron. p. 336, 337, Wynne's Hift of Wales, p. 304. 

Roderic 
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Roderic, who had been lately imprifoned by his brother the 
prinee of North Wales, broke out of his confinement, and fled 
into Anglefey; where he was uriiverfally received by the people 
as their fovereign; David, the reigning prince, having rendered 
himfelf odious by his cruelty, and having grown bold in the 
exercife of tyranny, by his alliance with the Englifh king. 
David, unable to oppole, thought it prudent to withdraw front 
the ftorm, and retired for fecurity to the Englifti fide of the 
Conway retaining in his pofleflion only the caftle of Rhuddlan, 
and the territories adjacent, which he held by the affiftance of 
an Englifti garrifon. 1 The young prince Llewelyn, the fon of 
Jorwerth Drwyndwn, was at this time under the prote&ion 
of his uncle Roderic, and refided in his court. 1 

Cadwalader, the brother of Owen Gwynedh, having been 
forced, by the feverity of that prince, to refide fome time in 
England, and to folicit the afliftance of Henry; was at this time 
murdered by the Englifti on his journey into Wales, while he 
was travelling under the fafe conduct of the king. This breach 
of public faith foon met with exemplary puniftiment. All the A. d. 

11 79 * 

perfons concerned in the murder were condemned to the gibbet.* 

Such an a 6 t of juftice, politic to the laft degree, throws a 
luftre, in this inftance, 011 the wifdom and humanity of Henry’s 
government. 1 

• Welfli Chron. p. 236, 237. * Hill. Gvvedir Family, p. 8. 3 Ibid. p. 9. 

4 Math. Paris, p. 116. fays Cadwallon; but he was flam before the death of hi* 
father. See Memoirs of Gwedir Family, p. 1. Welfli Chron. p.238. 

5 This prince was the Lord of Caerdigan, and ufually refided at the caftle of 
Aberyftwyth. Memoir* of Gwedir Family, p. 6, 7. 

S S a 
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The fword of juftice, however, a few years after, was taken 
up by the Welfli themfelves, enforced by the fpirit of revenge* 
a fpirit of ail others the moft potent in uncultivated minds. It 
feems, that Ranulph de Poer the fheriff of Gloucefter, had been 
concerned with William de Bruce in the maflacre committed, 
feven years before, in the caftle of Abergavenny. And it is 
with reluctance we are obliged to relate, that this infamous 
tranfaftion appears to have been perpetrated through the fecret 
influence of the Englifh king.’ The nephews and the Ions of 
Seifyllt ap Dyfnwal, and of the other chieftains who had fallen 
in the late fcene of barbarity j having by this time arrived at a 
manly age, were ftrongly incited to revenge on the Englifh, 
the murder of their kinfmen and parents. In purfuit of this de- 
fign, early in the morning, they aflaulted the caftle of Aber¬ 
gavenny ; and having fcaled the wails, took poffeflion of that 
fortrefs, and burning it to the ground, they carried away pri- 
fpners the governor and his wife, with all the garrifon. The 
young chieftains, not having met with the objefts of their 
vengeance, ftormed another fortrefs lately ere&ed hy Ranulph 
de Poer, near Monmouth; the garrifon of which, unable to 
refift their fury, was driven down into the fofies of the caftle, 
and flain by the launces of the enemy. Ranulph de Poer, with 
nine of the moft diftinguifhed perfons in Monmouth, perilhed 
in the general carnage j and William de Bruce, himfelf, forely 
wounded, and overwhelmed in the foffe, was with difficulty 
refcued, and fcarcely efcaped with his life.* 

1 Giratdua Cambrenfis Itin. lib. I. cap. IV. 

• GiraldusCambrenfti, Itia. lib. I. cap.IV- . Roger Hovedon, p. 617. 

In- 
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Incensed at this outrage, the king of England advanced with 
a large army to Worcefter, with the defign of punching the 
revolters. His referitment however was appealed by Rhys ap 
Gryffydh; who repairing to that city took frelh oaths of alle¬ 
giance, and promifed to deliver up, as pledges for the peace 
of the country, his fon and his nephews. 1 But the young 
men, having in memory the fate of thofe hoftages, fo lately 
the victims of Henry’s refentment, abfolutely refufed to place 
themfelves in the fame perilous fituation.* 


A. D. 


1184. 
30th of 
Henry II. 


The views of the Englifh monarch were, at length, nearly 
accomplilhed; the unremitting efforts of his power and his 
policy, had fubdued the fpirit, or had feduced from their virtue, 
a difunited and improvident people. The fate of this nation a. t>. 
was, however, fufpended, by the death of its formidable enemy .^ycar of 
Henry the fecond. His eldeft fon Richard luccecded to the hli 
throne of England.’ 


The pages of the Welfh annals are difcoloured at this 
period by hideous pictures of favage manners. Influenced by 
the “ fpirit of the firft born Cain,” a brother’s arm is raifed 

» Holinflicad, p, 108. Beocdidl Abbas, vol. II. p. 411. Wcllh Chron. p. 240. 

* Holinflicad, p. 108. Benedict Abbas, vol. II. p.411. Welfli Chron. p.240. 

J This event was followed by the death of Gryffydh Maclor, the fon of Madoc 
ap Meredydh the fon of Bleddyn ap Cynvyn. He was buried at Mivod, and was 
lord of the two Bromlields and Mochnaut-Js-Rhaider, and left one fon named 
Madoc, which he had by Angharad, daughter of Owen Gwynedh, to fucceed 
to that part of his father’s inheritance which was called Powys Vadoc. Welfli 
Chron. p. 242. 


in 
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in horrid fucceffion againft a brother; the parent' and his 
children by a courfe of injuries are engaged in mutual hof- 
tilities, tearing afunder the ties of affection and of nature.' 
Scenes, fuch as theie, fo expreflive of horror, difguft the eye of 
humanity; and as the objects which they prefent, are only 
of a private nature, and do not relate to great or to public 
concerns, it is with pleafure that we turn to the more agreeable 
profpefts, which are opening to our view, of order, and juftice, 
of freedom and national importance. 

* Rhys ap Gryffydh. 1 Welfli Chron. from page 240 to a50. 
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BOOK VII. 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF LLEWELYN AP JORWERTH TO 
THE DEATH OF DAVID AP LLEWELYN. 

Jorwertb tlie fon of Owen Gwynedh, on his father’s 
deceafe, had been__fct afide from the fucceffion of North Wales, 
on account of a perfonal blemilh. His fon Llewelyn, by this- 
time, arrived at years of maturity, and delirous of allerting 
his indubitable, right to the throne, foliated the affiftance of 
his friends in Powys; his mother being the daughter of Madoc 
the chief of that family. With the aid which he obtained from 
thence, and what he received from his own kinfmen in North 
Wales, he demanded' the crown in preference to David his 
uncle. The claim of the young prince, affifted by his popular 
talents, was allowed. In this eafy manner was Llewelyn ap 
Jorwerth, as the right heir to the crown, placed in the fove- 
reignty of North Wales. His uncle David, the late reigning 
prince, retained in his polfeflion only a few fortreffes which 
were garrifoned by the Englilh. 1 

* WeUhChroa. £.24;. 

g Richard 


a. D. 

1194, 



320 

A. D. 

«£<H* 
5th ot 
Richard f. 
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Richard king of England, returned, at this time, into his 
own dominions; having engaged four years before in a croifade 
to the Holy Land j led away by his own romantic fpirit, and 
the epidemic frenzy of the age. 

During the abfence of the Englifh monarch in France, 
the archbifliop of Canterbury was appointed jufticiary of the 
realm; and repairing to the Welfti Borders 1 with a large army, 
he laid fiege to the caftle of Pool, the property of Gwen- 
wynwyn the fon of Owen Cyveilioc. But finding his endeavours 
to take the place by ftorm not fuccefsful, he began to undermine 
the walls; which the garrifon perceiving, yielded up the fortrefs, 
on condition that they fhould be allowed to depart with their 
arms. The works of the caftle being ftrengthened, and an 
Englifh garrifon placed in it, the archbifhop returned into 
England. On his departure, it was retaken by the original pro-' 
prietor, on the fame conditions on which it had been given up 
before. 1 

A series of hoftilities with his fons, had of late years im- 
bittered the peace, and had marked the condu£t of Rhys ap 
Gryffydh. 5 Having at length ended the unnatural conteft, by 
furprifing two of his fons, and fecuring their perfons in pzifon, 

1 Roger Hovedon, p. 775. 1 Welfli Chron. p. 248. 

* In the firft year of king Richard’s reign, Rhys ap Gryffydh came into Eng¬ 
land as far as Oxford, conducted by the earl of Moreton. And becaufe the king 
would not pcrfonally meet the faid Gryffydh, as his father had done, he fell into 
paffion and returned into his own country. See Brady’s Hid. Eng. p. 459. 


he 
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he revolted from his allegiance to king Richard ■, being defirous 
of enlarging his territories, or touched by a fenfe of returning 
virtue. The abfence of the Engliih prince, during his refidence 
in foreign countries, might encourage the moft fanguine hopes ; 
and afforded to Rhys a favourable opportunity of accompliftung 
his defigns. The revolt opened by laying fiege to the town and 
caftle of Caermarthen, of which he eafily t gained pofleflion; 
then, after laying wafte the adjacent country, he led his army Ai Dt 
into the marches, and invefted the caftle of Clun; which, after U9S * 
a long fiqge, and many terrible aflaults, he made himfelf mafter 
of, and entirely demoliflied. From thence he proceeded to Rad¬ 
nor, which fortrefs he likewife obtained. To the defence of 
this place Sir Roger Mortimer came with a confiderable body of 
well armed and veteran troops, which were oppofed by the raw 
and almoft unarmed foldiers of the Welfli prince; who, Tallying 
from the caftle, drove the Englifli, after a bloody a&ion, out of 
the field. He then proceeded to Payne caftle in Elvel, which 
having reduced, he delivered it back to William de Bruce on 
certain conditions/ 

The late enterprifes, which had given a luftre to his declining a . v. 

» : 

day, clofed the career of Rhys ap Gryffydh and, in a little- 
time after, he quitted this world, on the ftage of which he had 
exhibited uncommon verfatility of character/ If there had been 

i 

* Welfli Chron. p. *47. v-jtf. 

! lie was interred in the Abbey of Strata Florida {I'/lra.i Fn-.r) in 1 1 *;• county of 
Caerdigan, which he himfelf had erefted ; and which became the burial place of tln- 
fuccceding lords of his family. Manufcript of b'.dwatd I.lwyd in Sir John ScabrigluV 
vollcflion. Brit. Ant. Rev. by VaughanHcngwi t, p. in. Welfli Ohr. iJ.r47.j4H. 

T t lei's 



LLEWELYN AP JORWERTH. BookVII. 

lefs of caprice in his conduft, if his valour, his patriotifm, and 
other talents for command, had been dire&ed by a Ready and 
uniform principle, the name erf this prince would have appeared 
with the higheft glory in the annals of his country; the honour 
and the liberties of which, he, at times, defended, with fo much 
zeal and fuccefs. 

David, the lately depofed prince of North Wales, affifted by 
an army of Englifti, and a body of Welfh who ftill adhered to 
his fortunes, made an attempt to recover the fovereignty he had 
loft. But the enterprife was eafily difconcerted by the rapidity 
of Llewelyn j who, advancing to give his uncle the meeting, 
defeated his forees, took him prifoner, and lodged him in con¬ 
finement.’ 

Although by the combined influence of policy and power, 
the Englifti had at length obtained the afcendency in South 
Wales j individuals were frequently hurried into revolt, by the 
perfidious and inhuman conduct of the lords of the marches: 
but the ineffedlual efforts of this miferable people to recover 
their liberties, or to avenge their wrongs, as they a died only 
from the fpur of their feelings, without concert or prudence, 
lerved only to rivet more clofely their chains. Trahaearn Vychan, 


* At the clofc of this year Owen Cvvcilioc died, leaving the higher Powys*to his. 
fon Gwenwynwyn ; which territory in future was called by the name of that chief¬ 
tain, to diftinguifli it from Powys Vadoc, the other divifion of that country. This 
prince was a Bard of fume eminence} a few poems of his are extant at this day, 
A- D. j 197• Welfh Chron. p. *50,251. Hnmfrcy Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 70. 

' a chief- 
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a chieftain of diftinttion in Brecknock, as he was repairing to 
Langors to confer on bufinefs with William de Bruce lord of 
that country, was arretted by order of the Englifh baron ; tied 
to a horfe’s tail, and in that ignominious manner dragged 
through the town to the gallows, where he was beheaded, and 
his body fufpended by the feet three days.* 

In revenge of this outrage, Gwenwynwyn laid fiege to the 
cattle of Matilda* in Elvcl, the property of William de Bruce } a. n 
declaring that after he had gained polMion of that fortrefs, he gthl 
would fet fire to all the country as far as the Severn ; a facrifice " tb " 
which he owed to the manes of Trahaearn Vychan his kinfman. 

Not having any miners in his army, or battering engines, the 
Welfh chieftain lay three weeks before the cattle; which delay 
gave time to William de Bruce to fend into England for fuccour. 
Geoffry Fitz Peter, jufticiary of England, inftantly came to his 
relief, having joined to his army the different powers of the lords 
of the marches j and as the event of war was uncertain, he was 
defirous of terminating the difpute by concluding a peace with 
Gwenwynwyn. The offer was rejetted with difdain. The Welflt 
declared their firm refolution of avenging, in this enterprife, the 
ancient wrongs of their country. The Englilh, then, releafed 
out of confinement Gryffydh, the fon of the late Rhys ap Gryf- 
fydh } between whom and Gwenwynwyn they knew, at this 
time, fubfifted a deadly feud j and being joined by the forces 
raifed by that chieftain, they advanced to the relief of the cattle 

1 Welfh Citron. p. 2 jo, jji. Humfrcy Lbuyd’s Breviary, p, 70. 

* Id the prefent county of Radnor. 
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of Matilda. Confident of his ftrength, Gwenwynwyn faced the 
Englifh in an open plain ; though experience might have con¬ 
vinced him of the prudence of a different conduct. In this a&ion 
the Welfh were defeated } if that can with propriety be called an 
a&ion, in which no other lofs was fuftained by the Englifh army* 
than that of a Angle foldier, and even that foldier (lain by a 
random arrow from his own party. Befides the wounded and 
the prifoners, many of whom were of confiderable note, three 
thoufand and feventy of the Welfh were left dead on the field.' 
It is not eafy to account for the facility with which the Englifh 
obtained this victory. The rafhnefs of the Welfh leader was 
probably the caufe of his defeat; in fighting on the open plain, 
with fuch troops as his own, undifciplined and flightly armed, 
againfl a firm and well appointed body like the Englifh. 

At this time Richard king of England was flain at the fiege 
of Chalons, an inconfiderablc town in Limofin. John his brother 
fucceeded to the throne. 

Deeply engaged in foreign concerns, the Englifh prince, on 
his acceffion, fent Hubert de Burgh his chamberlain, with one 
hundred knights, to protett the marches on the confines of 
Wales. 1 A treaty of peace was, likewife, concluded between 
Llewelyn ap Jorwerth prince of North Wales, and the earl of 
ElTex jufticiary of the realm. In this treaty, Llewelyn, with the 

* Matth. Paris, p. 16a. Holinihead; p. 154., Wclih Chron. p. 252, {peaks of the 
defeat, but not’of the number flain. 

* Ro^or Hovcdon, p, 819. H olinihead, p. 163. 
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principal chieftains of his realm, fwore to the obfervance of the 
following articles. To maintain perpetual fidelity to king John, 
in the fulnefs of feudal ideas. To receive at the hands of tlio 
jufticiary of England livery and feifin of his territories; which 
he was to hold in fccurity until the king’s return. On the 
arrival of the Englifh king, when fummoned to appear, he fhould 
come and pay homage to him as to his liege lord y but when that 
duty was performed, he was to return into his own country in 
perfect fecurity j only liable to pay a ftrift obedience to any 
fummons of the like nature. In confideratiou of this, the king 
was to pardon all offences committed prior to the day of pacifi-j 
cation ; but if any complaints fhould arife in future, it was to 
be in Llewelyn’s choice, whether the caufe fhould be tried by 
the laws of England, or by tliofe of Wales. If he chofe that 
the merits of his caufe fhould be tried according to the Englifh 
law, a court was to be appointed in England ; where judgement 
fhould be given, agreeably to the laws of that country. If the 
prince was defirous that the Welfh laws fhould determine the 
controverfy, and it were found on inquiry that he had a right to 
take cognifance of fuch a matter, the caufe fhould then be decided 
in his own court * but if it were found otherwife, the king, in 
that cafe, was to fend fome of his own fubje&s, eminent for their 
wifdom, into the territory of Llewelyn, and where the matter 
was in controverfy; before whom the caufe fhould be tried, and 
judgement given by a certain number of Welfhmen, fele£ted from 
places at a diftance, as being on that account not liable to the 
fufpicion of partiality; and their award was to.be final If after 
the ratification of the peace,, any injury fhould be done by Lle¬ 
welyn 
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welyn to the king, or to any of his fubje&s, reparation fhould 
be made agreeably to the award of fome of the Englifli nobility, 
particularly mentioned for that purpofe. But it was alfo required 
from thofe arbitrators, that they Ihould adminifter judgement 
with juftice, to the honour of God and of the king. If any 
injury was done in the Englifli territories, and the offenders 
fhotild efcape into the dominions of Llewelyn, and the perfons 
fuffering the damage, or others, purfuing them into the faid 
dominions, that Llewelyn fhould caufe the plunder to be reftored, 
and execute juftice on the malefattors. If the offenders fhould 
have cfcaped into the territories of Llewelyn, or concealed them- 
felves therein, that prince, then, engaged to do all in his power 
to obtain fatisfafrion, as if the injury had been done to himfelf. 
a. D. This peace was figned by the archbifhop of Canterbury, and by 
the fon of the jufticiary of the realm ; who fet their feals to the 
writing as a fecurity for the due obfervance of the treaty, until 
it fhould be ratified by the king on his return into England. 
The tenor of this treaty, though in general formed on the princi¬ 
ples of juftice, was fo fully expreflive of vaflalage, that it feems, 
as if the independency of Wales was annihilated.' 

The peace with England afforded Llewelyn the opportunity of 

exerting the native vigour of his mind. Some time before, he 

had confifcated the eftates of Meredydh his coufin, 1 and had 

baniflied him the realm upon a fufpicion of treafon.’ He thought 

* 

' Rymcr's Fccdcrn, p. 1*3. 

1 Th« Ctntrevs of I.lun and F.vionydd, Stunted in the South Weft parts of Caer* 
lurvonfluir. Ilift, Gtvedir Family, p. to. * Hift. Gwedir Family, p. to. 
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an interval of leifure could not be more ufefully employed, than 
in attempting to reftore the ancient conftitution of his country; 
a rude though venerable fabric; which, having long remained a 
monument of its priftine grandeur, had fallen into decay in the 
lapfe of ages. 

The Welfh princes, by the laws of Roderic the Great, and 
by thofe of Howel Dha, though independent in their own terri¬ 
tories, yet acknowledged the fovereignty of North Wales. To 
connect the loofe and feparated parts into one fyftem of govern¬ 
ment, Llewelyn convened an aflembly of all the chieftains 
throughout Wales. Thefe nobles, fenfible of the advantage of 
union, and of adhering to ancient forms, took the ufual oath3 
of fealty.* Gwenwynwyn, alone, the lord of the higher Powys, 
refufed to attend the meeting, or to take the oath of allegiance. 
His refufal being known to the aflembly, they declared, that 
he ought to be compelled to the performance of his duty, or to 
forfeit his territories, as a part of the feudal obligation. One 
chieftain, alone, of the name of Elis, refufed his confent to any 
mode ©f compulfion, and fuddeniy withdrew from the meeting. 
Deeply interefted in the event, Llewelyn did not fuller the feeds 
of difobedience to mature by time into ftronger refiftance. He 
led an army into Powys j but that force, by the mediation of 
feveral perfons in eftimation for wifdom in the country, was 
rendered unncceflary; and Gwenwynwyn made his fubmiflion to 
the prince of Wales, which he confirmed by the ufual formali¬ 
ties. Refenting the condufl of Elis, Llewelyn took pofleffion. 

* Britifli Ant. Rev. by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. i j,. 

of 


3 2 Z 



32$ LLEWELYN AP JORWERTH. Book VII. 

of his eftates, and obliged him to fly out of the country} but 
that chieftain, foon afterwards, yielding himfelf up to his mercy, 
had a caftle, with fome land, afligned him for his maintenance. 
Having fo happily finiflied this important meafure, Llewelyn re¬ 
turned into North Wales.' 

The Englilh ldng, having loft a great part of his territories 
in France, returned into England. On his arrival, he gave Joan, 
a daughter, which he had by a lady of the houfe of Ferrers, in 
marriage to Llewelyn j as a reward for the due obfervance of the 
late treaty, or as a means of ftcuring thole advantages, which 
he might think would naturally refult from fuch an alliance. 
a. D. With this lady, was given as a dower, the lordlhip of Elefmere 
i>h of m Shropflure. 1 

John. 

Prince Llewelyn, in his youth, had married Tangwyftl, 
daughter of Llywarch Goch the lord of Rhos j by whom he had 
a fon, very brave, called Gryffydh ap Llewelyn; who, as heir 
apparent, had the Cantrcvs of Englefield, Rhos, Rhyvonioc, and 
Dyffryn Clwyd given him by his father, being the country ad¬ 
joining to England j in order that the young prince might be 
induced, by a clofer motive of intereft, to defend his own terri¬ 
tories, from the common enemy the Englilh. He married, during 
his father’s life, Sijia daughter of Cariadoc ap Thomas.* J 

1 Welfli Chi on. p. 257, 258. 

1 Hid. Gut dir -family, p. it. fays Hie was a legitimate daughter. Fabian, in hU 
reign of John fays, that flic was a natural one. Welfli Chron. p. 359. 

* A;> Rode ic up Owen Gwyacdh. 1 Hid. Gwrdir Family, p. 24. BrUidi Ant. 
Fe.ir.l y Vaugl an of H •ngwrt, p. 29. 
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David, the depofed prince of North Wales, having been fet 
at liberty by his nephew, fled into England j and procured in 
that country an army to aflift him in recovering the throne. 

The enterprife failed of fuccefs ; he was met on his march, by 
Llewelyn, and his army defeated j* and fome time after, that 
unfortunate prince, with his Ion Owen, were (lain at Conway.’ 

Gwenwynwyn, the chief of the higher Powys, having re¬ 
paired to Shrewlbury, that he might confer with the. lords of the 
council, was arrefted by their order, and detained a prifoner; 1 
without any apparent caufe, unlefs to extort, as conditions of 
-obtaining his liberty, the following conceffions. That he Ihould, 
in the ufual forms, become a vaflal to the king of England; 
that he Ihould ferve him faithfully as holding under him his life 
and territories; that he Ihould abide the juftice of his courts 
whenever fummoned to attend; that he Ihould deliver up 
twenty hoftages for the due performance of the treaty; and 
Ihould remain in cuftody until thofe hoftages were all given 
up. At the fame time the king bound himfelf to take his A. n. 
territories under his protection, and to be refponftble for any 
injury which they might receive. 4 

In this lituation of Powys, Llewelyn invaded the territories 
of the imprifoned chieftain, and gained pofleflion of all his 
caftles and towns; he then marched into South Wales, and 

« Welfli Chron. p.259 * Hift. Gwedir Fam. p. 13. 

- j Welfh Chron. p. 260. * Rymcr’s Foedera, vol. I. p. 15*. 
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after fome flight fuccefles, returned into his own country.' 
The fame year, however, in confequence of Llewelyn's fub- 
miffion, as # appears by his letters directed to the king at Briftol, 
a fuH pardon was granted him by that monarch, for the depre¬ 
dations he had lately committed on the territories of Gwenwyn- 
wyn* while under his protection ;* which pardon appears alfo to 
A. D. have been confirmed the year following; as the Welfli prince 

1209. 1 

did homage, either in perfon or by proxy, to the king at Wood- 
ftock.* 

The earl of Chefter, having made an inroad into North 

a. d. Wales, rebuilt the caftle of Diganwy upon the water of Con- 

1210 . _ 

way, which had been lately demoliftied by Llewelyn; he like- 
wife more ftrongly fortified the caftle of Holywell.* The 
prince of Wales, in return, invaded the earl’s territories, def¬ 
lated a great part of them, and carried away confiderable 
plunder. 4 

Incensed at this incurfion, and breach of fidelity, John 
A - D - affembled a large army at Ofweftry, upon the Borders of 

John 0 * Wales. He was there joined by many of the Welfli chieftains 
his vaflals; the moll confiderable of whom were Madoc ap 

1 Welfli Chron. p.261. * Rymer’s Foedera, vol. I. p. 1 51. 

* Matth. Paris, p. 191. who fays, that this wns the firft homage which had ever 
been heard of, and that fuch journies were very pppreffive both to the rich and poor. 

* Trtjfynncn. —A. D. 1210. This year djjjtsf' Maud dc Bruce, wife to Gryffydh 
ap Rhys, and was buried in a monk's cowl, at Strata-Florida, by her liuiband.. 
Wellh Chron. p. 264. 


Welfli Chron. *62. 


Gryffydh 
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Gryffydh Maelor, and Gwenwynwyn, who on this occafion 
was reftored to his liberty j befides the two fons of Rhys, the 
late prince of South Wales. With this formidable army he 
marched to Chefter, in the full refolution of exterminating the 
people of North Wales.’ 

Llewelyn, unable to refift a force, compofed not only of a 
foreign enemy, but of his own vafials, who had bafely defer ted 
their late engagements, thought it prudent to withdraw from 
the ftorm j and he ordered the inhabitants of the inland country/ 
to remove with their goods and cattle to the mountains of 
Snowdun. The Englifh army, advancing.along the fea coaft, 
came to Rhuddlan ;* and from thence to the caftle of Diganwy/ 
oppofite to the country of Snowdun; where they remained for 
fome time. . But Llewelyn fo continually infefted the roads with 
his light parties, that John and his forces were reduced to the 
greateft difficulties. By cutting off their provifions as they arrived 
out of England, the army was reduced to the neceffity of feed¬ 
ing upon the flefh of horfes; and the foldiers, whenever they 
ftirred from the camp, were liable to be cut in pieces; the Welfh, 
from a knowledge of the country; and from being ported on 
eminences, had ufually the advantage in every Ikirmifli. From 
this fituation, John thought it prudent, after the lofs lie had 


* Welfh Chron. p. 264. * Parts of Denbighfhire and Flintihire. 

- * Red Banks; and which might probably take its name from the appearance of 
the country; or from the battle, fo fatal to the Welfh, which was fought upon 
Rhuddlan marili. 

J Annales de Margai., p. t J. Wclih Chr. p. 264. 

U u 2 fuftained. 
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fuftained, to retreat into England, ftung with difgrace, and 
breathing the fpirit of revenge. 1 

Having augmented his army, a few months after, the 
king came again to Ofwcflxy; and being there joined by the 
Welfh chieftains* who were his vaflals, he advanced to the 
Conway j which having pafl*ed, he encamped his forces upon 
the banks of that river. He then difpatched a detachment of 
his army, attended by proper guides, to burn the town of Ban¬ 
gor. The defign was executed with fpirit and fuccefsj the 
place was fet on fire, and Rotpert the bifhop of that diocefe 
taken prifoner, though afterwards ranfomed for two hundred 
hawks. Llewelyn, feeing the power of Wales and of England 
combined againft him, and that power, too, commanded by an 
Englifli monarch, who had penetrated far into his country s 
and feeing alfo that lie, himfelf, was confined within the ex¬ 
treme verge of his dominions, thought it more prudent to fue 
for peace, at the expence of fome important conceffions, rather 
than to hazard the whole, by carrying on fo unequal a conteft. 
As he had in his own perfon fo little pretenfion to the king’s 
clemency, having lately violated the probable conditions of his 
pardon, Llewelyn thought it more wife to negociate by the 
mediation of his wife. This princefs fo powerfully interceded 

• Annalcs dc Margan, p. 15. Welfli Chron. p.264. 

* Howct ap Gryffydh ap Cynan ap Owen Gwyncdh; Madoc ap Gryffydh 
Maelor, Lord of Bromfield, Chirk and Yale; Meredydh ap Rotpert, lord of 
Cydewen; Gwcnwynwyn, lord of Powys; Maelgon and Rhys Vychan, the fonsof 
prince Rhys of South Wales,—Welfli Chron. p. 264. 
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with her father, that he was willing, on certain conditions, to 
take Llewelyn into favour. Hoftages were fent to- that prince, 
that he might with fafety repair to the Englilh camp; where 
having done homage, a peace was concluded on the conditions 
of giving forty horfes, and twenty thoufand head of cattle, 
towards defraying the expences of the war j he likewife ceded 
to the king for ever the inland parts of his dominions. 
Twenty-eight hoftages were given , by Llewelyn, as a fecurity 
for the obfervance of the treaty. After this fortunate ex¬ 
pedition, king John returned into England.' Refenting the con¬ 
duct of thofe military vaflals who had not ferved him in the a. d. 
late expedition, he exacted from every knight, a fcutage of Iwo IiM ’ 
marks of filver.* 

Thus was the remnant of the Britilh empire, after many 

and gallant ftruggles for freedom, driven almoft to the verge 

of the ocean. But the profpcrity of this injured people, though 

deeply clouded for the prefent, was not extinguifhed for ever. 

Their native fpirit, confined in narrow limits, and let on fire by 
* 

the agency of various caufes, burft through every reftraintj 
and, like the irruptive violence of a volcano, poured down de- 
vaftation and vengeance upon the heads of their hated op- 
preffors. 

The wild dilorder in the conduct of the king of England, 
happily for pofterity, had convulfed every part of his domi- 

1 Annalcs Margan, p. 15. fays thirty-two hoftages. Welfli Chron. p. 265. Thorns* 

Wykes, p. 36. Chron. Walter Hemingford, p. 556. 

1 Matth, Paris, p. 193,194.. 
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nions; and, aided by fuperftition, had loofened every fpring 
of government, and every tie of duty or affettion which binds 
the fubjeft to the prince. The Pope, at this time, releafed 
Wales from the interdict under which that country had Iain } 
and alfo abfolved Llewelyn from the oaths of homage and 
allegiance which he had taken at the late peace.' 

A conjuncture fo favourable determined Llewelyn, if pof- 
fible, to refeue his country from the vaflalage, into which it 
had fallen by the neceffity of affairs, and the difunion of its 
chieftains. He convened, for this purpofe, Gwenwynwyn, and 
Madoc ap Gryffydh Maclor, the lords of Powys; with Maelgwyn 
ap Rhys from South Wales, and Meredydh ap Rotpert from 
a. n. Cydewen. To thefe chieftains, he reprefented the miferable 
Ilia * fituation of their country, owing to their own want of virtue, 
in having bafely deferted its interefts; he affured them, that 
even now, by their fpirit and united exertions, inftead of living 
voluntary and abjeft vaflals under the preffure of a foreign yoke, 
they might ftill enjoy their ancient liberties under the do¬ 
minion of their native princes. Superftition, or the force of his 
reafoning, or the mingled effedt of both, imprefTed on the 
minds of thefe capricious chieftains, a momentary gleam of pa- 
triotifm. They once again took the oaths of allegiance to 
the prince of North Wales. Being joined by their feveral powers, 
Llewelyn commenced hoftilities j feifing all the fortrefles which 
the Englifh poflefled in his dominions, and putting to the 

’ Matth. Paris, p. 194. Annalea Waverleienfis, p. 174. Britifh Am. Reviv. by 
Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. zb, 

9 fword, 



33 


Book VII; LLEWELYN AP JORWERTH. 

fword, with a barbarous rage, all the knights and foldiers who 
defended them.’ In the courfe of this inroad, he fet on fire 
many villages, and carried away veiy confiderable plunder.* 
Not being able to make any impreffion on the caftle of Rhudd- 
lan, and on the ftrong fortrefs of Diganwy, he fell with great 
fury upon Powys, and inverted the caftle of Mathraval, lately 
fortified by Robert Vepont j but the ftrength of that fortrefs, 
delaying, fome time, his operations, gave John an opportunity 
of coming to its relief. On his approach the confederates retired. 
Having caufed this fortrefs to be demolifhed, king John re¬ 
turned into England, more important objefts, in his own do¬ 
minions, demanding his attention. Llewelyn* on the king’s 
departure, again rendered the marches a fcene of defolation.* 

As foon as John heard of thefe incurfions, of the ravages 
which Llewelyn had made, and of the cruelties he had exercifed 
on his prifoners, he advanced to Nottingham,, with a great army 
of infantry and horfe; in the full refolution of chaftifing the 
revolters, by exterminating the inhabitants of the country; So 
violent was his anger, that the moment he arrived at that town, 
he commanded the hoftages, twenty-eight in number, to be 
inftantly hanged; and he refufed to take any refrefliment until 
the execution was over.* The moft cruel of the Roman tyrants, 
thofe fcourges of the human race, had furely, at this inftant, 
infufed his infernal fpirit into the foul of the Englilh monarch. 

i Wclfli Chron. p. 266. * Matth. Paris, p. 194, » WeHh Chron. p. 267. 

4 Match. Paris, p.194. 
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Thefe innocent vi&ims,' delivered up to John at the late peace, 
were all of them very young, and allied to the moil diftinguifhed 
families in Wales . 1 This tragedy being finifhed, while he was 
yet at table, meditating vengeance on the Welfh, he received 
two letters; one of which was from the king of Scotland, and 
the other was from his daughter , 5 the wife of prince Llewelyn. 
Thefe letters, though proceeding from different quarters, con¬ 
veyed to him the fame alarming intelligence, that a dangerous 
confpiracy was forming againft his life. This information 
threw the Englifh monarch into the deepefl difmayj he fliut 
himfelf up in the caftle of Nottingham, where he continued 
a fortnight in a fullen and gloomy folitude j fcarcely any perfon 
whatever being admitted into his prefence. Having made no 
farther difcovery in the affair, time at length difperfed his fears; 
and perfifting in the dcfign of fubduing the Welfh, he advanced 
to Cheftcr. He once more received in that city, from the 
princefs his daughter, intimations of the fame dangerous im¬ 
port j that if he advanced any farther, his ruin was inevitable j 
as he would certainly be either murdered by the nobility in 
his own army, or.be betrayed into the hands of the enemy. 
The king’s firmnefs, and his defire of revenge, gave way to 
thefe repeated alarms} fear and diftruft took poffeffion of his 
mind ■, and hearing, at the fame time, that the Pope had dif- 

1 At the fame time Robert Vepont hanged Rhys the fon of Maelgwyn, a child 
not feven years old, at Shrewfbury. Welfh Chron. p. 267. 

* Annalcs Margan, p. 15. Holinlhead, p. 176. Welfh Chron. p. 267. 

* Welfh Chron. p. 267. 
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folved the allegiance of his fubje&s, he difmified his army on a 
fudden, and returned to London 1 

The animofity which is natural to men, who had juft broken 
afunder their fetters, and who were eager to recover their liberty, 
was heightened ftill more by the ipirit of enthufiafm. The 
Wehh had not only been releafed from the oaths which they had 
taken to John, but the Pope had likewife denounced his bittereft 
curfes, if they , did not, under the banners of the church, rife up 
to fulminate its vengeance j by attempting the utter deftru&ion 
of a prince who had prefumed to contemn his authority. In¬ 
fluenced by thefe powerful motives, the inhabitants of the inland 
country, which at the late peace had been ceded to John, ac¬ 
knowledged the fovereignty of Llewelyn. 1 He foon after obtained 
pofleflion of the caftles of Diganwy and Rhuddlanj places of 
great importance on the frontier of his kingdom.’ Thus were a. 

I 2 

the Englifh, by a fudderi turn in affairs, entirely driven out of 
North Wales. 4 The diflenfions, at this time, prevailing in Eng¬ 
land, favoured the generous defigns of Llewelyn. But that prince, 
inftead of checking the current of his fortunes, took advantage 
of the tide which was flowing in his favour*, and prefling forwards 
with an eager fpirit after glory, extended the circle of his con- 
quefts, and added frefh reputation to his arms. 


* Matth. Paris, p. 194. Brady’s Hift. England, p. 482. Annales Waverlcienfis, 
p. 173. Thomas Wykes, p. 37. Holinfliead, p. 176. 

* Annales WaverWienfis, p. 174. Wclfli Chron. p. 268, 270, • Ibid. 

* Annales Margan, p. 15, 
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The barons of England, having renounced their allegiance to 
king John, on his refufal to confirm their conftitutional rights, 
entered into a confederacy with Llewelyn prince of Wales/ It 
feems, as if this alliance had given great alarm to the Englifh 
a. D. monarch, as he lent an order to Llewelyn to meet his com- 
miflioners at Griffin’s Crofs j that the Wellh prince might confer 
* ohl *‘ with them on matters of importance, which related to his honour 
and his interefts/ With a verfatility of conduft, which infulted 
the common fenfe of mankind, the Pope, at this time, excom¬ 
municated Llewelyn and all his adherents} for having made war 
upon a prince,* recently the objeft of his vengeance, but who 
of late had been admitted into the bofom of the church; a privi¬ 
lege he had meanly purchafed by conceflions, degrading to the 
dignity of princes, as well as injurious to the rights of his 
people, and the imperial crown of his anceftors. In defiance of 
this anathema, Llewelyn made an incurlion into Powys, and, 
with much eafe, gained pofFeffion of the town and caftle of 
Shrewsbury j no longer intimidated by cenfures fo fcandaloully 
proftituted, nor by oaths of allegiance from which he had been 
lately abfolved. 

a. d. On his return into his own dominions, and in order to 
i2 ' s ' ftrengthen the intereft of his family by a powerful alliance, 
Llewelyn gave his daughter in marriage to Reginald de Bruce, 
an Englifh lord of great eminence, in South Wales/ 

1 Wellh Chron. p, 270. Annales Waverleicnfis, p.182. 

1 Rymcr, p. 196. J Annalee Waverleicnfis, p. 182. Wellh Chron. p. 271. 

4 Wellh Chron, p<273> 
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Sinking under the cenfures of the Church, Giles de Bruce, 
an Englifh baron, deferted the confederacy, and made his peace 
with the Englifh king. Llewelyn, firm to his engagements, and 
a&ive in fupport of the common caufe, inftcad of flu-inking from 
the danger, inverted with a confiderable force the caftle of Cacr- 
marthen j which, after a refiftance of five days, he made himfelf 
matter of, and levelled with the ground. The fame fate attended 
the fortrefTes of Llanftephan, St. Clair, and Talacharn. To keep 
alive the fpirit of his troops, he marched into the diftrift of 
Cacrdigan, and gained the cattles of Emlyn, Cemaes, and New¬ 
port; then clofing the campaign by the reduction of the cattles 
of Caerdigan and Cilgerran, he returned into his own dominions. 

In this expedition, he was attended by all the confederate chief¬ 
tains, whofe attachment to his interefts he had hitherto fecurcd, 
by the vigour and wifdom of his conduit.' 

The late fortunate campaign having given to the Welfh prince 
a great part of South Wales, he came again into that country 
as the lord paramount j to arbitrate fome difputes which had 
arifen in the family of the late Rhys ap Gryffydh. Having ad- a. d. 
jutted the feveral claims by a divifion of the country in difpute, 
as he was returning into his own dominions, he received intelli¬ 
gence that Gwenwynwyn, the lord of the higher Powys, had re¬ 
nounced his allegiance, and was again become a vaffal to the 
Englifh king. This information gave Llewelyn the greateft un- 
eafinefs j he faw the evil that would arife, if a chieftain of fuch 


* Wellh Chron. p. 273. Hid. Gwedir Family, p, 26. 
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influence and power, (hould, at a juncture like this, defert the 
confederacy; when fortune had hitherto fo happily favoured the 
united exertion of their arms. Defirous, by the mildeft means, 
of drawing him back to a fenfe of his honour and duty, Lle¬ 
welyn fent to him feveral bifhops and abbots to remonftrate on 
the nature of his conduit. The prelates pointed to the oaths he 
had violated, (hewed him the very deed fubfcribed by himfelf, 
and which he had given as a pledge of his fidelity j the clemency 
alfo of the prince he had offended, and the danger of expofing 
to the refentment of Llewelyn the hoftages which were left in 
his hands. Thefe confiderations were urged in vain. Gwen- 
wynwyn was obftinate, and would liften to no terms of recon¬ 
ciliation. That his juflice, then, might punifh the delinquency 
of a vaffal, whom his mildnefs had not been able to reclaim, 
Llewelyn inftantly invaded Powys, laid wafte with fire and fword 
the territories of that chieftain, and obliged him to fly for pro¬ 
tection into the dominions of the earl of Chefter.' 

The confederacy, of late, had received a fanCtion and a 
ftrength, by the acceflion to their party of Lewis the Dauphin 
of France. Defpair, and the dread of a tyrant, had fuggefted 
the wretched alternative, and had hurried on the dangerous ex¬ 
pedient. Unable to refill: the malecontent barons, increafing 
both in power and importance, the Englifh king retreated to 
Hereford j and from thence, fent to folicit the aid and protection 
of Reginald de Bruce, and of his fbn in law the prince of Wales. 
Neither ties of affinity, nor the emotions of pity, had, however. 


* Wclfh Chron. p. 374. 
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any influence on the conduct of Llewelyn. On juft principles 
of policy, he reje&ed the folicitations of the unfortunate monarch. 
Experience, and the ftrength of his mind would inform him, that 
no confidence ought to be placed in a prince fo weak and ca¬ 
pricious i that the afcendency which his arms had lately ob¬ 
tained over England, was principally owing to the diftradted ftate 
of that kingdom j and that it was his duty, as the guardian of 
the public weal, to foment its diflenfions; the liberties and even 
the fafety of his own country depending upon the weaknefs, or 
inteftine divifions of the Engli/h. 

Resenting this conduct in the Welfti prince, John demoliflied 
the caftles of Radnor and Hay j after which, proceeding farther 
into the marches, he fet fire to the town of Ofwcftry.' But, in 
a little time after, difgrace and misfortunes ftill purfuing his 
conduct; a vidtim to fatigue, to ficknefs and a broken fpirit, 
this weak and miferable prince ended his days. His fon, Henry a. d. 
the third, yet an infant, fucceeded to the crown of England. !iij ’ 

On his acceflion to the throne, Reginald de Bruce, who had 
lately married Llewelyn’s daughter, returned to the allegiance 
which he owed to the Englilh monarch; deferring in a moment 
of caprice the folemn engagements which he had made to the 
prince of Wales. It feems in thefe miferable ages, as if oaths, 
and the other facred ties of fociety, had loft all their power of 
binding the confcience. 


* Wclfli Chron. p. 27J. 
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Resenting the defection of fuch a powerful baron, lo clofely 
united to his family, Llewelyn made an incurfion into the terri¬ 
tory belonging to Bruce; and in veiled Brecknock* its principal 
town. But the inhabitants, imploring his mercy, he contented 
to raife the liege, on condition of receiving five hoftages, and one 
hundred marks. Purfuing his march towards Gwyr, and, palling 
over the black mountains in Glamorgan, he had the misfortune 
to lofe many of his carriages. While his army lay encamped at 
Llangruc, Reginald de Bruce came, attended by fix knights, to 
implore the clemency of his father; a favour which he eafily ob¬ 
tained ; being not only received in the mildell manner, but hav¬ 
ing alfo a fortrefs delivered up to him, as an additional proof of 
that prince’s confidence. Having regulated the affairs of that 
province, Llewelyn continued his route into Pembroke; and at 
Cevn Cynwarchan, he received propofals of peace from the 
Flemings who were fettled in the country. He, at firlt, refufed 
to lillen to any terms of accommodation; and part of his army 
having paffed the river Cledheu in order to attack the Flemings, 
the bilhop of St. David, attended by his clergy, repaired to the 
prince of Wales; in hopes that his own folicitations, and the in¬ 
fluence of religion, might foften his refentment. The interceflion 
of the bilhop, at length, prevailed; and a peace was concluded, 
on the conditions, that the inhabitants of Rhos and Pembroke 
Ihould be fubjedt to the prince of North Wales; and, as their 
liege lord, Ihould hold of him their ellates, under the duties of 
homage and fealty; that they Ihould pay him one thoufand 
marks towards defraying the charges of the war, and Ihould like- 
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wife deliver up twenty homages, of the firft note in their country, 
as a pledge of their future fidelity.' By the adlivity of his fpirjt 
and the vigour of his conduct, Llewelyn had made himfejf almoft 
the entire mailer of Wales. And, as neither ferocity nor injuftice 
had directed his arms, he returned from the late campaigns, 
encircled with more folid glory than could be derived from con- 
quefts, which are only illuftrious from the wide fweep their 
ravages have taken. 

The ardour had fubfided, with which the Englifh barons had 
at firft engaged in the caufe of Lewis the Dauphin of France. 
The duplicity of his character, and the infolency of his fpirit, 
had rendered him the objedl of diftruft and of hatred. The 
great talents of the earl of Pembroke feifed the fortunate mo*- 
ment. Guided by fentiments of the pureft patriotifm, he drew 
back to their allegiance the revolted barons; and fettled the 
diftradted ftate of the kingdom on principles the moil humane, 
liberal, and wife. In this treaty, equally with the king of Scot¬ 
land, Llewelyn was included; On condition that he fhould rc~ 
{tore all the places which he had feifed during the war . 4 

It is probable, on this occafion, that the prince of Wales 
received a fummons to repair with the chief of his nobility to 
Hereford; as an order was fent to Hugh Mortimer, that pro¬ 
vided Llewelyn came to that city, and was abfolved from the 
ientence of excommunication, he fhould efcort him to Northamp- 

* Wclfh Chron. p. 378. * Rymer’* Feeder#, vol. I. p.225. 
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ton} where he and his attendants wsere to do homage to the 
king.' It does not appear that Llewelyn paid any regard to this 
fummons; as at this time, the earl of Pembroke, by force of 
arms, took poffeflion of the city of Caer Lleon j* and in the 
A. D. following year, the Wellh prince received a fimilar order to ap- 
ill of’ pear before the king at Gloucefter, there to perform his homage. 
Hen. HI. - n p re f ence 0 f t h e council and. of the Pope’s legate. To this 
fummons Llewelyn thought proper to pay obedience. Being 
abfolved by the legate, he ratified by oath the conditions of the 
treaty} promifing to reftore, with their refpe&ive territories, the 
cattles of Caermarthen and Caerdigan; as well as all other lands 
and fortrefles which had been taken during the war from Henry's 
vaffals in South Wales. Under the like folemn engagements, he 
promifed, by every means in his power, that all the nobility 
in Wales Ihould do homage to Henry, as to their liege lord; 
that none of his enemies Ihould be allowed prote&ion in Wales} 
and that, whatever injuries the king might receive, he would 
revenge them as if they had been done to himfelf.’ 

In fo profperous a ftate of his affairs, we are at a lofs to ac¬ 
count for a change, fo fudden, in the conduct of Llewelyn. The 
wifdom and vigour of Pembroke’s adminiftration, or the dread 
©f fpiritual anathemas, atting upon his own fuperftition, or on 
that of his people, might have fhaken, at length, the firmnefs 
of his mind. If we confider his conduct, as only derogating from 
the dignity of an independent fovereign, the idea of difhonour is 

* Rymer’s Foedera, vol. I. p. 215. * Welfli Chron. p. 278. 

a Rymer, vol. I. p. 225. 
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loft in the nature and habits of a feudal government. Even the 
king of Scotland, the year before, had performed the fame duty 
a; Northampton. But the homage which was paid by that 
:e, was due by mutual agreement, for the fiefs he poflefled 
England; whereas the duties impofed upon Llewelyn, had 
extorted, at various times, without any equivalent. As it 
■ <on alone that gives dignity to princes and energy to 
ent, thefe claims of the Englifh, afluming a royal jurif- 
• over Wales, and riling every day into precedent, were 
. 6 nly dangerous to its freedom, and were eventually the means 
of lapping the foundation of its power. A tacit acquiefcence in 
claims fucceflively made, in length of time conftitutes a right. 
The habit of feeing the Welfh princes, palling as vaflals through 
England, at the will of an arbitrary lord, would naturally pro¬ 
duce, in the minds of the Englifh, contemptuous ideas of an 
enemy, whom hitherto they had only heard of at a diftance, or 
liad feen fpreading terror and conflagration through the frontiers 
of their country. The Wclfli, too, muft lofe much of that 
veneration which they themfelves had been accuftomcd to feel 
for their princes; when, inftead of feeing them at the head of 
armies, aflerting the public freedom, they faw them, on every 
call which pride or policy fuggefted, deferting the dignity of 
their ftationsj and like obfequious vaflals, falling at the feet 
of a faftidious monarch, the hereditary foe of their nation. 
In the habit of confidering their country as a fief of the crown 
of England, a fond attachment to its interefts, a fenfe of na¬ 
tional glory, and all manly ideas of patriotifm, would lofe their 
energy and force, and would fink at length into a cold in- 
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difference to its fate. Having neither empire nor freedom to 
contend for, their valour and their mountains would be equally 
ufelefs, and no longer fed from its parent fource, their native 
fpirit, eager for liberty, and impatient of controul, would na¬ 
turally fubfide into a tame and hereditary fubmiffion. 

In confequence of thefe important conceffions, the king fent 
to acquaint Llewelyn, that feveral of the Welfh nobility had 
paid their homage; and enjoined him to give them pofleflion of 
their eftates; he likewife required that the remaining chieftains 
fhould be fent to perform their ftipulated duties.' Agreeably 
A. D. to this injunction, Llewelyn fent Rhys ap Gryffydh, an eminent 
„ !llot ' trt chieftain in South Wales, to do homage to Henry. But, with 

Henry III. 0 J 

an ineonfiftency of conduct, accounted for only by the levity of 
the times, he placed new levies of foldiers in the caftles of Caer- 
raarthea and Caerdigan, inftead of delivering them up in con¬ 
formity to his late engagements/ With a view of extending 
his intereft ftill farther among the Englifli nobility, Llewelyn 
gave one of his daughters in marriage to John de Bruce, a 
powerful baron . 1 And fome time after, he likewife married 
another of his daughters to a Scots lord, who was nephew and 
heir to. the earl of Chefter . 4 

A- D. t he Flemings having feifed by force on the caftle of Caer- 
digan, Llewelyn marched into that country j. and regaining 
pofleflion of it, he razed the fortrefs, and put the garrifon to 

* Rymer’i Fcedera, p. «7. * Welfh Chron. p. 179. 

1 WcUhChroo. p.279. 4 HolLnfhcad, p. 204. 
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the fword. Advancing into the territory of Gwys in Pembroke, a. d. 
and, likewife, deftroying that caftle, he fet fire to the town; 
then, penetrating farther, he continued his ravages into the 
country adjoining to Milford Havenand as far as the caftle 
of Haverfordweft.* 

In confequence of this inroad, Henry difpatched a letter to 
Llewelyn, complaining of the late violation of the peace, of 
his negleft to appear at Oxford, and afterwards in London, 
agreeably to the different fummonfes which he had received; 
enjoining him, at the fame time, to repair to Worcefter on a cer¬ 
tain day, to anfwer the charges which might be brought againfl: 
him . 5 The prince of Wales did not pay obedience to this fum- 
mons. Inftead of obeying the mandate, he laid fiege to the 
caftle of Buellt, the property of Reginald de Bruce j who fending 
to the king intelligence of his danger, that prince came to his 
relief.* Llewelyn, feeing his forces inferior to the Englifh, 
raifed the fiegc. The king, then, on his return towards the A. D. 
marches, rebuilt the caftle of Montgomery, in a fituation which 5th of 

Henry III. 

he thought impregnable; and as a check to the incurfions of the 
Welfh . 5 

Amidst the anxieties which attended Llewelyn in his public 
fituation, his private peace was embittered by the turbulent 
fpirit of his eldeft fon Gryffydh. That young prince had feifed 

, The cantrcvs of Rhos and Dauglcdheu, or two fwords. * Wellh Chron. p. 2 79. 

* Ryrocr’s Fcedera, p. 249. * Rymtr, p. 261. Wellh Chron. p. 280. 

f Matth. Paris, p. 362. 
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^ D - . on the Cantrev of Mcirionydh; and affected to hold it indepen¬ 
dently of his father’s authority. Not of a temper tamely to bear 
fuch an infult, the prince of Wales commanded his fon to 
appear before him. Gryffydh refufed to obey his commands. 
Refenting this undutiful demeanour, Llewelyn fwore that he 
would take ample vengeance on his fon, and on all his adherents, 
for the difhonour which they had thrown upon his character 
as a fovereign and a father ; and with this defign, he marched a 
coniiderable force into Meirionydh. Gryffydh, determining to 
abide the ifliie of arms, railed his followers, and met Llewelyn in 
the field. But during the a&ion which enfued, an accommoda¬ 
tion took place j and the fon, yielding himfelf up to the mercy 
of his father, and imploring his forgivenefs, was received into 
favour. But though Llewelyn, amidft the conflict of arms, 
indulging the tender feelings of a parent, had thought proper 
to pardon his fon, he did not entirely forget the offence; but 
with a juft feverity, deprived, him of that diftrict, which had 
been the caufe of fo flagrant a failure in his duty,' 

Under the influence of chagrin, refpefting a divifion of pro¬ 
perty, Rhys, the fon of the late Gryffydh ap Rhys, joined the 
■ party of the carl of Pembroke; who, at this time, was in arms 
againft the Welfli. To punifh the defection of his vaffal, 
though he had been lately fent to do homage in the, court of 
England, Llewelyn took polfeftion of the caftle of Aberyftwyth 
and all its dependencies. The Welfli chieftain, upon this, re¬ 
paired to Henry., to complain of the injury, and to folicit his 

* Welfli Chron. p. 280. 4 Ibid. p. 281, 282. 
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prote&ion. The Englifh king commanded Llewelyn to appear 
before him at Shrewfbury ; and that prince obeying his order, 
the difpute was amicably fettled.' 

In the abfence of the earl of Pembroke, at this time in 
Ireland, the prince of Wales laid wafte his territories, and took 
two of his caftles j and then, with a favage fpirit, cutting off the 
heads of the foldiers he had found in thefe fortreflies, and placing 
garrifons in them out of his own army, he made good his re¬ 
treat/ In order to chaftife Llewelyn for this cruel tranfa&ion, 
Henry came with an army into the marches; but, without 
performing any military exploit, he foon returned into England; 
the earl of Chefter having interceded in behalf of the Wellh 
prince, and having engaged for him that he Ihould, by a certain 
day, make full re (tit ut ion for the injuries he had committed. 
But, Llewelyn feeing the danger had palled over, was not very 
attentive to fulfil the engagement/ 

The earl of Pembroke, hearing of the ravages committed on 
his territories, landed with a ftrong body of. forces at the city 
of St. David; and having recovered the caftles of Caermarthen 
and Caerdigan, he retaliated on the Welih garrilbns the like cruel 
treatment which his own foldiers had lately received from 

1 Wellh Chron. p. 281, 282. 

* Chr. Tho*. Wykcs, p. 41. Chronica Walteri llemingford, p. 564. Matth, 
Wcftm. p. 86. Matth. Paris, p. 267. 

i Chronica Walteri Hcmingford, p. 564. 


34 * 


Llewelyn,. 



35 ° 


LLEWELYN AP. JORWERTH. Book VII. 

Llewelyn.' To preferve his dominions in South Wales, which 
his enemies were deftroying with terrible devaftations, the Welfh 
prince fent his eldeft fon Gryffydh with an army of nine thoufand 
men. Having advanced to Cydweli, intimations were given to 
the young prince, that the inhabitants intended to betray him 
to the enemy j upon which, in refentment of their perfidy, he 
laid the town and all the churches in allies.* The earl of Pem¬ 
broke then pafied the Towi at Caermarthen, and an attion im¬ 
mediately enfued. It was fought with great valour and with 
doubtful fuccels j but in the evening each party retired from the 
field of battle, the river forming a line between the two armies. 
In this fituation, they lay feveral days oppolite to each other; 
at length the Wellh prince, in want of provifions, was obliged 
to break up his camp, and to return into North Wales.’ 

The earl of Pembroke proceeding to Cilgerran, began to 
erett a fortrefs; but receiving an order from Henry to come 
up direttly to court, he left the work to be completed by his 
foldiers. 4 At the lame time a fummons was fent to Llewelyn, 
that he fliould appear before the king at Shrcwlbury, attended by 
his wife, his fon Gryffydh, and the chief of his nobility; the 
Englilh prince expetting that by the force of his authority 
alone he Ihould be able to terminate the difpute.’ A truce 
however was only obtained j and each party, intending to renew 


» Wellh Chron. p. a8a. Matth. Paris fays, that the earl marflial, ia the courfe 
of this campaign, flew and took prifoners nine thoufand men. P. 267. 

* Wellh Chron. p. a8a. J Welfli Chron.- p. 282. 4 -Wellh Chron. p. 282. 

s Rymcr’s Fcedcra, vol. I. p. 287. 
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hoftilities, returned to their refpe&ive territories. The defign of 
the earl of Pembroke, who had been joined by the forces of 
other Enelifh lords, of marching into Pembroke, was defeated A - D - 
by the rapid movements of Llewelyn j who difpatched his fon 
Gryffydh to take poffelfion of the pals at Carnwyllion; whilft 
he himfelf took poll at Mabedryd. The openings into the 
country being thus obftructcd, the earl of Pembroke retired into 
England, and the prince of Wales into his own dominions.’ The 
archbilhop of York, on this occafion, excommunicated Llewelyn* 
and his dominions were laid under an intcrdidl, until he had 
made latisfa&ion to king Henry j which if not performed within 
fix months, his fubjetts were then to be abfolved from their 
oaths of allegiance.* 

Few incidents worthy of notice occur, for fome years, in the 
hiftory of thefe times.. A trivial circumltance produced an event a. n, 
of fome national importance. The loidicrs belonging to the mi/of 
caftle of Montgomery, aflifted by the natives of the country, Henry 
attempted to open a road through an adjoining foreft; a deep 
and extenlive cover of fifteen miles in length, which had long 
afforded to the Wellh a fecure retreat; and who iffuing from 
thence, frequently pillaged and murdered the pafipngers. While 
the workmen were thus employed in cutting down the woods, 
they were fuddcnly attacked by a body of tiic Wellh; who, 
with great daughter, obliged them* to fly into the caftle; which 
they invefted, and laid liege to in a regular manner. In this 

Wellh Chron. p. 283, 1 Rymer, vol. I. p. 282. 
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extremity, the garrifon fent into England for afiiftance; and 
Henry, attended by Hubert de Burgh, on whom the caftle of 
Montgomery had been lately conferred, came to its relief with 
all poflible difpatch. On the approach of the Englilli king 
the Welfli raifed the liege. 1 Having received a reinforcement, 
Henry ventured to penetrate the recedes of the foreft. With 
infinite difficulty he opened a paflage for his army, by fetting 
fire to the woods; and at length arrived at a folitary place 
called Cridia, of the Carmelite order, an abbey belonging to the 
white friars. Having been informed that this religious houfe 
had been ufed by the Welfh as a place of retreat, he laid it in 
afhes; and its fituation being judged impregnable, Hubert de 
Burgh, with the king’s confent, laid the foundation of a 
caftle. 1 

In the middle [of a deep foreft, in an enemy’s country, and 
furrounded by their flying parties, the fituation of the Englifh 
monarch was exceedingly perilous. Three months did Henry 
employ his whole army, and expofe it to various dangers, in 
attempting to build an infignificant fortrefs. In the courte of 
which time, the Welfh, watching every movement, intercepted 
his convoys, and frequently cut in pieces his foraging parties. 
William de Bruce, whole ferocious manners we have often re¬ 
cited, having been tent into the country in fearch of provifions, 
was taken by Llewelyn and thrown into prifon. Provifions at 
length grew exceedingly fcarce. To heighten his diftrefs, Henry, 

1 Matth. Paris, p. 295. * Matth. Paris, p. *95. 
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too, had much caufe to fear that treafon had pervaded his camp; 
as feveral of the Englifh lords in the intereft of Llewelyn, had 
fent that prince intelligence of each occurrence, and had aflifted 
him, to the utmoft of their power, in obftrudting and defeating 
the enterprife. In a fituation fo critical, the pride and refolu- 
tion of Henry gave way to a fenfe of danger. He found it 
expedient to give over his defign, and to conclude a peace with 
Llewelyn; on the condition, of levelling with the ground the 
caftle he had lately finifhed; in the building of which he had 
wafted fo much time, and treafure, as well as the blood of his 
fubjedts. The prince of Wales on his part, agreed to pay Henry 
three thoufand marks, towards defraying the charges of the war;* 
and alfo that the right owner of this territory ftiould hold it as 
a fief of the crown of England. 1 He alfo made his appearance 
in the Englifh camp, to pay his refpedts to king Henry; but in 
no meafure on the footing of a fubordinate prince to do him 
homage.’ In this manner ended the campaign, inglorious, it 
is true, to the Englifh monarch, yet refledting little luftre on 
the military talents of Llewelyn; who furely might have ob¬ 
tained better terms from an enemy, furrounded with difficulties, 
and entangled like a lion in the toils. 

To inure ftill more the Welfh to ideas of vaflalage, Henry 
fent a fafe conduct to his nephew to repair to his court; where A - 

1229. 

David the fecond fon of Llewelyn received a penfion of forty 

* Matth. Pari*, p. 295- * Matth. of Weftminfler, p. 94. HoUnfhead, p.210. 

i Welfh Chron. p. 284. 
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pounds a year, until a better provifion could be given him; 
having firft done homage, and fworn to hold his reverfionary 
dignity as a fief under the crown of England.' The little value 
of the bribe, compared with the obje£t, is a proof, that at this 
period, fcarcely an idea of diftionour was annexed to vaffalage. 

Llewelyn had yet another blow to fuftain, which was an 
injury of all others the raoft poignant. William de Bruce, taken 
prifoner at the affair of Montgomery, on paying a ranfom * of 
three thoufand marks, had been releafed from his captivity the 
following year. He foon after, by furprife, fell again into the 
fame fituation; and, as it is faid, having been difeovered in 
carrying on an amour with the Welfh princcfs, the After of 
Henry and the wife of Llewelyn, he fuffered an ignominious 
death by the command of the injured hufband . 1 Whether the 
crime for which he fuffered was real, or only imputed to him 
as a pretext for vengeance ; 'his fate, however, was juftly due to 
the tenor of a life, deeply tinged by perfidy, and marked by the 
bloody traces of a fpirit the moft cruel and ferocious. 

To account, it is probable, for the late tranfaclion, three of the 
Welfh clergy were fent by Llewelyn, under a fafe conduct into 

* Rymer, p. 311. 

Welfli Chron. recite*, that he offered the cantrev of Bueltr, befides a large furn 
of money. Page 284. 

* Matth. Weftm. p. 97, fays, with other Englifh writers, that he was put to death 
without reafon. Henry de Knyghton de Event. Angl. p.2431. Chron. Walteri 
Hemmgford, p. 572. Annale* Waverleienfis, p. 193. Pol. Y» r g'‘l> P* 298. Matth. 
Paris, p. 307. 
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England. The prince of Wales, himfelf, received a fummons to 
appear before the king/ at Shrcwfbury;' who feemed to refent 
the murder of the Englifh lord, or the ftroke of juftice which 
had lately taken place. Inftead of obeying this order, Llewelyn 
led an army into the marches; and, Hill purfuing his revenge, 
laid wafte the territory lately belonging to Bruce;* and then, with 
the fame fury continuing his progrefs, no place fcarcely upon 
the Englifh Borders was left free from his devaluations . 1 * 3 

To check thefe ravages, Henry came with great celerity into 
the confines of Wales. On the king’s approach, Llewelyn retired 
to the mountains. Finding his prefence no longer neceffary, the 
Englifh prince left Hubert de Burgh, with a detachment of his 
army, to preferve the peace of the Borders . 4 A different body 
of the Welfh, hearing that the king had retired, made an incur- 
fion into the land adjoining to the caftle of Montgomery. On 
the return of this party, the Englifh, having taken pofleffion of 
a poft which cut off their retreat, fuddenly attacked the Welfh ; 
and putting to the fword the greater part of their numbers, the 
1'emainder were brought into the caftle as prifoners. The cap¬ 
tives were inftantly beheaded at the command of Hubert de Burgh 
the jufticiary; and the heads of thefe unfortunate men were lent a. d. 
as a prefent to king Henry.* The Welfh already began to taAe Jthof 

Hen. III. 


i Matth. Paris, p.310. Holinfliead, p. 213. 

* He was lord of Brecknock in South Wales, and of Pcmbre in SuiTcx. See 
Edward Lhuyd’s MSS. in colledion of Sir John Seabright. 

J Rymcr, vol.I. p.317. Matth.Paris, p.310. ♦ Matth. Paris, p.310. 

3 Matth.Paris, p.310. Polidorc Virgil, p.300. 
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the bitter fruits which they themfelves had produced, by a 
voluntary furrender of their rights $ and, indeed, by tamely fub- 
mitting to be confidered as the vafials of a foreign prince, they 
gave fome colour of juftice to the cruel fpirit of their enemies. 


It was not in the nature of the times to enter into fubtle 
diftindtions, or into a cool difcuffion of rights, which the timidity 
or weaknefs of the Welfh princes had often brought into contro- 
verfy ; it was more fuited to the feelings of men, warm, irafcible, 
and vindictive, to determine their merits, or to punifli their 
infringement, by the more prompt decifion of arms. 


Llewelyn, having heard of the outrage lately committed on 
his fubje&s,- again laid walte the Englilh Borders. Befides other 
adts of ferocity, which in this incurfion marked his progrefs, 
fome ladies of diftindtion, venerable for their years, and virgins 
of a tender age, having taken fandtuary in one of the churches 
which was fet on fire, perilhed in the flames, the indifcriminate 
victims of his fury.' In the general conflernation Hubert de 
Burgh fled into England. The prince of Wales, bearing down 
all oppofnion, took by aflault the cattle of Montgomery, the 
fcene of the late tranfadtion; and, making himfelf matter of the 
different fortrefles of Radnor, Brecknock,* and Rhaiadrgwy, he 
inverted Caer Lleon. After fuftaining confiderable lofs in at¬ 
tempting in vain to reduce the cattle, that city was taken; and, 
with the church, reduced to afhes. The fame fate attended the 
cattles of Neth-j* and Cydweli. And, with a barbarity difgrace- 


* Matth. Paris, p. 310. 
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ful to Llewelyn, the foldiers who had defended thefe fortreffes, 
all perifhed in the flames . 1 


357 


This outrage, or aft of retaliative juftice, being reported to 
king Henry, he applied to the Pope for his fpiritual aid ; and 
that Pontiff, ever fond of weaving his own interefts into the 
concerns of temporal princes, excommunicated Llewelyn, and 
all his adherents.* Henry, alfo, commanded his vaffals in Ire¬ 
land, to co-operate with his arms in the enterprife which he had 
formed againft Wales; offering them at the fame time the alluring 
reward of poffeffing fuch eftates as they might by their fwords 
obtain from the Welfh.’ He convened at Oxford, an affembly 
of his military tenants, and the principal clergy in his kingdom; 
and drawing from thence an army of confiderable force, he 
marched to Hereford . 4 

The army of Llewelyn was, at this time, encamped in a 
meadow, at a little diftance from the caftle of Montgomery, 
lately recovered by the Englifh j in a part of which field was a 
morafs. Near to this place was an abbey called Cymer, of the 
Cijlercian order. A friar of this houfe, was directed by the Welfii 
prince, to convey, if poflible,. falfe inteligence to the garrifon. 
The foldiers in the caftle, feeing the friar paffing with that defign 
under the walls, entered into converfation with him, and feemed 
defirous of being informed of Llewelyn’s fituation. He told 
them, that the prince of Wales lay encamped in a certain meadow 


» Annales Margin, p. 18. Welfli Chron.. p. 287. a Matth. Paris, p. 310. 

* Rymer’i Foedera, vol.I. p. 318. * Matth. Paris, p. 311. 

at 
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at no great diftance, attended only by a fmall body of men, 
waiting for a reinforcement; and that he had broken down a 
bridge, which kept the communication open, for fear of a fudden 
attack. They inquired then if a body of liorfe could fafely pafs 
the morafs, the bridge being demolifhed } he told them, that 
they might not only pafs with fecurity, but might alfo defeat 
their enemies, or put them to flight, with an inconfiderable force. 
Being thus informed, a party of the garrifon fallied out on horfe- 
back. Their approach being perceived, the Welfli, feemingly 
with great precipitation, retreated into a wood. This apparent 
flight animated the Englifh to purfue them with eagernefs } and 
deceived by their intelligence, the advanced party plunged deep 
into the morafs j many of which were, in an inftant, either 
fuffocated or drowned. The Welfli, at this moment, perceiving 
their diforder, ruflied out of the wood, and with their fpears 
eafily put to death the remainder} who, encumbered with their 
holies and armour, and entangled in the morafs, were incapable 
of making any defence.' This difafter accelerated the approach 
of the Englifh .army ; and as it pafled by the abbey, king Henry, 
in refentment of the friar’s treachery, fet fire to the grange or 
farm; and proceeding to do the fame by the monaftery itfelf, the 
abbot faved it from deftrudtion, by paying as a ranfom three 
hundred marks. Having no other employment for his army, he 
A. d. rebuilt with ftone the caftle of Matilda } which had in former 

12JI. 

wars been demolifhed by the Welfli. 1 In this manner ended 

* Matth. Paris, p. jn. 

* 'Camden's Brit. Glbfon’s edit. p. 1585, built by Matilda wife to William de Bruce 
lord of Brecknock, Matth. Paris, p. 311. 
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a,campaign, which, confidering the mighty engines employed, 
feemed to menace this ancient people with inevitable ruin. 

In the mean time, Llewelyn thought proper to confent to 
a fhort truceon terms of reciprocal advantage, and, in fome 
meafure, on the footing of independent Rates. 

Some infra&ions of the peace having been made on the part 
of the Englilh, Llewelyn fent complaints to king Henry, that 
no fatisfadtion had been given him, though he himfelf bad been 
willing to make reparation for any injury done by his fubje&s. 

Henry, in return, acquainted the Wclfh prince, that his own 
avocations at prefent, did not allow him to attend to his com¬ 
plaints j but that he would in a feafon of more leifure come into 
the marches, and there render him full reftitution for any injuries 
which he might have fuftained.* A conference having been agreed 
on by the two princes, Llewelyn, under a fafe conduct, came to a. d. 
Shrewfbury.’ At this meeting, the commiffioners, appointed by ,‘ 7 rh 3 oi ' 
either party, agreed to the following ftipulations, which were Hu1,111, 
immediately ratified by Henry. That a mutual reftitution fhould 
take place of fuch eftates which had been obtained in the courfe 
of the war: That the commiffioners fhould fix the value of the 
damage, and determine by whom the reparation was to be made; 

That if any new matter of complaint fhould arife during the 
truce, the point in difpute fhould be finally decided by the com¬ 
miffioners j each prince engaging to abide by their award. In 

* Ryroer, vpl. I. p. 319. Brady's Hift. Eng. p. 553. * Rymer, p. 320 

* Rymer, p. 325* 
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this treaty, Llewelyn was obliged to renew his homage, and to 
give fecurity for preferving the peace of the Englifh realm.’ 

The violent conduft of Henry and his minifters had at length 
driven many of the Englifh barons into open revolt. Of the 
moft confiderable note were the lord Pembroke earl marefchal, 
Gilbert Baflet and his brothers, Richard Siward, and Waiter de 
Clifford. Thefe lords, withdrawing from the danger which 
threatened them, retired into Wales j and entered into a firm 
league with Llewelyn; engaging each other, by the moft folemn 
ties, not to form any treaty, or conclude a peace, but with the 
common confent of the confederacy.* Alarmed at this revolt, 
rendered formidable by an union with the Welfh prince, Henry 
convened his military tenants to meet him at Gloucefter.' 

In the mean time, the confederates laid defolate the marches, 
conveying away the cattle and other provifions. 4 They likewife 
received an acceffion of ftrength on being joined by Hubert de 
Burgh* the jufticiary of England j who, having been perfecuted 
to the utmoft peril of his life, had efcaped out of prifon, and 
fled into Wales. 5 Henry advanced into the enemies territories, 
as far as Hereford but finding that country entirely laid wafte, 
and fearing left his army might perifti for want of neceflary 

• Rymer, p. 337. * Matth. Paris, p. 326. Polidore Virgil, p. 301. 

J Ibid. p. 326. * Ibid. p. 328. 

• Among other frivolous crimes obje&ed againft this miniiler, he was accufed of 
purloining from the royal treafury a gem, which had the virtue of rendering the 
wearer invulnerable, and of fending this valuable curiolity to the prince of Wales. 
Matth. Paris, 239. t Matth. Paris, p.328. 
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fuftenance, he made good his retreat, and remained feme days 
in the caftle of Grofmont. The Englilh army, which lay en¬ 
camped in the open field, was attacked in the night by the earl 
marefchal; who, finding no difeipline in the camp, eufily fur- 
prifed it; taking, befides other plunder, five hundred horfes, and 
obliging the confufed and terrified foldiers to fly with precipita¬ 
tion within the walls of that caftle. He had likewile the good 
fortune to take pofleflion of the money, provifions, carriages, 
and other furniture belonging to the king’s army. Pembroke, 
in this critical moment, did not purfue his fuccefs. He gave 
an exalted proof of moderation and duty. Out of relpeft to 
his fovereign, confined in the caftle, he offered no further 
-hoftilitics; but retired before break of day to a fecure fituation, 
enriched with the fpoils of the Englilh camp. Many of Henry’s 
courtiers, having loft their military equipments, left the army 
on this difafter, and returned into England. The king himlelf, 
amazed, alhamed, and confounded at this fudden and di/graceful 
blow, having firft reinforced with foreign foldiers all his caftles 


upon the Englifh confine, retreated to Gloucefter; in which city 


he pafled the Chriftmas holidays, in hopes that his prefence 
upon the Borders might be a means of keeping the malecontents 
in awe.' 


A. D. 
1*33. 
17th of 

Hen. Hi, 


The aftive fpirit of the ear] marefchal, no longer reftrained 
by Henry’s prefence, formed the defign of laying fiege to Mon¬ 
mouth. Baldwyn de Guiihes, a knight of great valour, and 

* Matth. Paris, p. 328. Polulore Virgil, p. 301. 
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a native of Flanders, was then in the town; having been left by 

Henry with a ftrong body of foreign troops* to proteft the 

marches. Seeing the earl of Pembroke deeply engaged in re- 

connoitering the walls, attended only by one hundred knights, 

he fallied out of the caftle at the head of a confiderable part of 

the garrifon. Pembroke had time to retire} but his high 

courage diiciained to avoid the danger. A terrible conflict en- 
« 

fucd; and though the earl marefchal exhibited extraordihary 
proofs of valour and prowefs, yet fuch was the fuperior number 
of the enemy, that he was very near being carried off prifoner; 
if at that inftant, Baldwyn de Guifnes had not himfelf received 
a wound} which being deemed mortal, the attention of his 
troops was diverted to the fafety of their general, and gave an 
opportunity to the confederate army to come to the relief of 
the marefchal. 1 Nothing decifive taking place, the earl of Pem¬ 
broke inverted Caermarthen} but the town being gallantly de¬ 
fended, he lay three months before it, being incapable of making 
any impreffion} and at length, a fupply of provifions, and a 
reinforcement, being thrown into the place by fea, he was 
obliged to raiie the liege.* 

To divert the enemy’s attention, during thefe operations, 
Llewelyn made an inroad into the country of Brecknock, de- 
ftroying all the towns and fortrefles belonging to that terri¬ 
tory } he then inverted the caftle of that name, and lay before 
it a month } but, all his efforts proving fruitlefs, he railed the 

* From Flanders and Foiftou. * Matth. Paris, p. 319. 

* Welfli Chron. p. 289. 
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fiege ; and, fetting fire to the town, purfued his route into the 
marches. Inthe'courfe of which, conflagration and ruin ftill 
marking his progrefs, he burned the town of Clun, demolifhed 
Redde caftle in Powys, and laid Ofweftry in allies.’ It fccms, 
as if a treaty of peace had been in agitation during the late 
tranfa&ions; as Henry, in a letter to Llewelyn, complained 
that his commifiioners, agreeably to appointment, had repaired 
to Colewent, but had not there met the deputies out of Wales. 

Tn anivver to which, Llewelyn informed the Englifh king, that 
his commifiioners had been prevented from coming to that 
place, by the floods and by other impediments! declaring in 
the mean time that he himfclf would preferve the peace of the 
Borders, and requiring that Henry on his part fhould perform 
the fame.* It is fomewhat extraordinary, that a negotiation of A. D, 
fo mild a nature fhould be carried on amidft the fhock of arms, 33 ’ 
and under the irritation of deep and reiterated injuries. 

To oppofe a confederacy, riling into importance by the daily 
acceflion of the Englilh nobility, John lord of Monmouth, 
diflinguifhed for his valour and military talents, was appointed 
warden of the marches. That he might open the campaign with 
credit to his arms, he entered the confines of Wales with a a d. 
confiderable body of foreigners j in hopes that by a fudden 
and vigorous impreflion he might furprife the earl marefchal; 
or that, by taking him off, he might ftrike at the root of the 
revolt. He fo dire&ed his operations, as to be enabled, as he 

• Welfh Chron p. *88. * Rymef, vol. I. p. 328, 319. 
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thought, to aflail his enemies during the filence and darknefs 
of the night. The fpies of the earl of Pembroke, having given 
him intelligence, that the royal army was on its march to fur- 
prife him, that general laid an ambnfcade to counteract the de- 
fign j by polling his troops under the cover of a wood, adjoining 
to a road which the enemy were obliged to pafs. In this (ituation 
lie waited their approach. The Englilh troops under Monmouth, 
inarching, as they thought, in fecurity, and little fufpeCting a 
furprile, was befet on a fudden by a part of the earl’s forces; 
who, milling out of their cover, ealiiy put their enemies to 
flight, confounded by the darknefs of the night, and the loud 
Ihouts of their aflailants. Numbers were flam on the field j and 
many flying into the wood, were cut in pieces by the troops 
which had been ftationed there by the marefchal to intercept 
the fugitives. John lord of Monmouth their general, with a 
few of his attendants, Hived themlelves by a precipitate flight.* 
Purfuing his fuccefs, the earl marefchal made fevere reprifals 
on the ellates of the king’s foreign counfellors which lay,upon, 
the Borders; and with keener animofity, laid wafte the lordlhips 
which were the property of the lord of Monmouth; deftroying 
feveral of his houfes and villages.* 

Flushed with this fuccefs, Llewelyn and the earl marefchal, 
having united their forces a few months after, made another in¬ 
road into the Englilh. marches j and having rendered all that 
country a feene of devaftation, they concluded their fiery career 
by laying part of the town of Shrewlbury in allies. 5 

> Folidorc Virgil, ,p. 301. JMatth, Paris, p. 33 j. 1 Ibid.. * Matth. Paris, p. 33*. 
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During the time that the confederates were matters of the a. d. 

in¬ 
field, and had fpread horror and conflagration through the > 8th ot ‘ 

* . Henry II[. 

Borders of England, Henry remained at Gloucefter, timid and 
inattive; as though he had been an indifferent fpe&ator of 
the fcene.‘ The prelates, on this occafion, and the few Englifh 
lords who ftill preferved their allegiance, urged Henry to ac¬ 
commodate the difpute with the malecontent barons. In- 
ftead of liftening to this falutary advice, that prince, equally 
vehement and weak,, removed his court to Winchefter; declaring 
that he would make no peace with the earl inarcfchal, unlefs he 
came with an halter about his neck, and. on his knees before 
the throne, fhould acknowledge himfelf to be a traitor. Pem¬ 
broke reje&ed the p.ropofal with dildain.* 

Henry’s minifters, in defpair of fubduing that lord by any 
other means than by treachery, excited his vaflals in Ireland to 
revolt j under the pretence that all his eftates were forfeited to 
the crown. Informed of the machinations of his enemies, the 
earl of Pembroke pafled over into that kingdom, attended only 
by fifteen knights. In this country, by the perfidy of one of 
his own vaflals, he was taken prifoner in an action, after having 
maintained a long and unequal fight, and having given extra¬ 
ordinary proofs of his valour j his horfe being hamftrung, and 
lie himfelf difmounted and wounded In the back. This gallant 
warrior languifhed in confinement fourteen days, and at laft 
died by the treachery of an Irifh furgeon.’ 

* Matth. Paris, p. 3 J*. * Ibid. * Matth. Paris, p. 333, 335, 340. 
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The violence in the Englifh adminiftration had rifen to a 
crifis. The prelates of the realm, joined by the temporal 
lords, being affembled in parliament at Weftminfter,* called 
loudly upon the king to redrels their grievances, and to fettle 
the diftradted ftate of the kingdom.' Neceflity obliging him to 
Men to the voice of his people, Henry difmifled his foreign 
minifters; and difpatched the prelates of Chefter, Rochefter, 
and Canterbury, into Wales j to treat with Llewelyn, and 
the Englifh barons in confederacy with him j* the king himfelf 
repairing to Gloucefter, to be ready to forward their negotiation. 
The prince of Wales was exceedingly averfe to enter into terms 
of accommodation. To induce that prince to comply with 
their wifhes, the prelates ventured to mingle threats with their 
other perfuafions} by informing him, that if he refufed their 
offers of peace he would certainly draw upon his head the ven¬ 
geance of the church. To this menace, Llewelyn replied, that 
he was more influenced by the piety of king Henry and by the 
alms which he gave, than by the terror of his arms though 
aided by the whole power of his clergy. He, at length, con¬ 
cerned, that a peace fhould be fettled upon the bafis of integrity 
and juftice; and, as an effential article of the treaty, he pro¬ 
vided, that all the Englifh barons, who were confederate with 
him in the war, fhould be taken into Henry’s favour, and be 
re-eftablifhed in their honours and eftates. Thefe conditions, 
however humiliating, were ratified by the Englifh king; who 

• Ad Colloquium ap Weftmon. 

« Msttli. Paris, p. 333. Brady’s Hill. England, vol.I. p. 559, 

* Brady’s Hill. England, vol.I. p. 335. 
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fent letters to the malecontent lords to repair to him at Glou- 
cefter; where they received the kifs of peace from Henry as a 
pledge of his grace, and were likewife reinftated in their rights 
and inheritances.* At the fame time, it is probable, to adjuft 
fome particulars left unfinifhed in this treaty, a fafe conduit 
was fent to the deputies of Llewelyn to come into England.* 

With the juftice which is due to hiftorical truth, we have fre- a. d. 

1234. 

quently cenfured the character of Llewelyn; it is now with 
pleafure that we contemplate a conduit which was juft and 
manly, liberal and wife; and which, at the fame time that it 
gave to his countiy unufual importance, placed him in the 
rank of the moft diftinguifhed of its princes. 

The pleafure which the late event muft have afforded a. d. 
Llewelyn,'no doubt, dilated his heart, and foftened his feelings ” 34 * 
in favour of his eldeft fon Gryffydh; whom, at this time, after 
fix years confinement, he releafed out of prifon.* We are not 
acquainted with the nature of the offence, by which Gryffydh 
had again incurred his father’s difpleafure. But there was a 
rigour interwoven into the deftiny of this gallant prince, which 
difcoloured the whole tenor of his fife, and has marked him the 
child of adverfity. 4 

* WelfliChron. p. 292. Polidore Virgil, p. 302. Matth. Paris, p. 340. 

* Rymer’s Feedera, p.332. 1 WelfliChron. p. 292. 

4 At this period (A. D. 1236.) died Madoc ap Gryffydh Maclor, lord of the 
Lower Powys, or Powys Vadoc ; he was buried in the abbey of Llan Egweftl, 
or the Vale of Crucis, near Llangollen in Denbighfliire, which he himfelf had 
eredled; and left a-fon named Gryffydh to fucceed to his territories. Wellh Chron. 
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Llewelyn having fent complaints to the Englifti king, that 
the earl of Pembroke had feifed a cattle belonging to Morgan of 
Caer Lleon, and had taken his property and wafted his territories j 
that prince exprefled his difapprobation of the injury which 
had been done to the Welfti chieftain, and appointed impartial 
perfons to arbitrate in the difpute. He had. already cited the 
earl marefchal to appear before his commiffioners j and he alfo 
fummoned the Welfti prince to attend, either in perfon or by his 
deputies. 1 In confcquence of which, a truce for one year 
longer took place at Tewklbury, on the following conditions; 
that full rettitution Ihould be made to Morgan of Caer Lleon 
for the injuries which he had received fince the commence¬ 
ment of the late peace; that the fubjeds of both kingdoms 

Ihould retain all their rights and eftates of which they were 
then in poileffion; that on fufficient proof of any injury having 
been fuftained, rettitution Ihould be made to either party, the 
damage not being prior to the truce; that neither of the princes 
Ihould receive into his protection the fubjedts belonging to the 
other; and that no new cattle ftiould be eredfed, or any old 
one repaired in the marches.* In confequence of this, a fafe 
a. n. condud was fent by the king to Llewelyn’s commiffioners to 
soth of* repair to Shrewfbury, and there to fwear to the conditions of 

litury III. - . 

the truce; and alfo to name arbitrator*, who were to adt on 
the part of the Welfti prince with the Englifti commiffioners; 
with whom retted the final decifion. J 


* Rymer’s Feeders, p. 333. 

* JSrady’s Hilt. Eng. p. 364. Rymer’s Feeder*, p. 368, 
i Rymer’s Feeders, p. 369. 
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This year died Joan the wife of prince Llewelyn j and, agree¬ 
ably to her own defire, was buried upon the fea-fliore at Llanvaes 
in Anglefey. To do honour to her brother the king of England, 
or as a fender memorial of regard, Llewelyn erected over the 
grave of this princefs a monaftery of bare-footed friars; a tefti- 

mony of refpett to her memory, which renders at leaft doubtful 

\ 

the criminal part of her conduit; and may, in fome degree, take 
away the ftain which hiftory has call upon her fame.’ 

The tranquillity of the times afforded leifure to Llewelyn, 
having with fo much dignity fettled his foreign concerns, to pay 
fome attention to the interior government of his own kingdom, 
by fixing before his death the order of fuccefiion. He convened, 
for this purpofe, all the chieftains in Wales to meet him at 
Strata-Florida ;* where they renewed their oaths of allegiance, 
and likewife did homage to David, his fon by the princefs of 
England, in preference to his eldeft brother Gryffydh. 1 So alive 
was Henry to the dependency of Wales, that lie even regarded 
with a jealous eye tlie late homages, which had been paid to the 
young prince his nephew j and in confequence he fent him a 
fummons to repair, under a fafe conduct, to Worcefter. About 
the fame time, the peace was continued for a year longer on 
principles of reciprocal juftice.’ 

Llewelyn’s glory, which has appeared with fo bright a 
lu fire, refembles the laft effort of the vital fpirit j which acquiring 

"Welfli Chr. p. 293. See note in Hift. of Gwedir Fam. p. 23. • TJlrad FJiur. 

* Welfli Chron. p. 297. Britifti Ant. Rev. by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. 23. 

3 Rymci-’s Fccdera, vol. I. p. 372, 373, 
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force in the moment of its extinction, and exerting a tranfient 
vigour, is exhaufted on a hidden, and hnks into diffolution. 
Worn out with cares and inceffant aCtion, Llewelyn was now 
grown old, infirm, and paralytic.' In this melancholy clofe, 
haftened no doubt by his late violent exertions, he feems to have 
loft the native vigour of his mind $ by giving up, in a moment 
of weaknefs, the great objeCt for which, during a long reign, 
he had contended with fo much valour and fuccefs. The defire 
of repofe, with the eager wifh of eftabliftiing his favourite Ion 
David in the fucceflion, by thus infuring the protection of the 
Englifh king, were perhaps the motives which influenced his 
conduft. Whatever his motives were, he gave notice to Henry, 
that being in years, and defirous of peace, he was willing to 
A. D. put himfelf under his protection, apd to hold his dominions 
aV^of in future as a fief of the Englifh crown ; offering at the fame 
Henry hi. t j mc> t ^ at whenever the neceffities of England fhould call for 
afliftance, he would be ready to furnifh troops, and to give 
other aids, agreeably to the duties of a vaffal. 1 

The bifhops of Chefter and Hereford were employed, on the 
part of Henry, in the negotiation of this important concern. 1 
So little of public virtue remained in the country, that many of 
the Welfh nobility were defirous of an union with England, 
although the independency of their nation funk in the fcale. 
Some nobler fpirits rejeCled the idea with difdain x not inclined 

* Matth. Paris, p. 369. * Welfli Chron. p. *97. 

* Brady’s Hift. Eng. p. 567. Matth. Paris, p. 369. 
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to gratify their fovereign’s inclination, or to indulge ,his in¬ 
firmities, at the expence of the freedom of their country.' 

The archdeacon of St. Afaph, on the fame concern, was em¬ 
ployed to negotiate the interefts of the prince of Wales. When 
he arrived at the Englilh court, it appeared, that he was not 
poflefled of inftru&ions or power fufficient to bring to a con- 
clufion fo important a bufinefs. Upon this occafion, Henry dis¬ 
patched letters to the lords of the marches, highly complaining 
of the homages which Llewelyn had caufed his fon David to re¬ 
ceive } and commanding their attendance in Oxford, the truce 
with Wales being nearly expired. The king likewife fent a letter 
to the Welfti prince, expreflive of refcntment for his late con- 
dud in regard to his fon and acquainting him, that if he was 
defirous of a lafting peace, he ftiould fend deputies to meet the 
council at Oxford j prohibiting him, moreover, under the penalty 
of forfeiture, from fuffering his fon to receive any more homage, 
until he had firft performed that neceffary duty to himfelf, as 
his fovercign. So highly alarmed was Henry upon this point, 
that he wrote to the young prince his nephew, not to prefume 
to receive any more homage until he himfelf had paid that duty. 
The negotiation for peace extended no farther than to a con¬ 
tinuation of the truce for another year, which was afterwards 
ratified by Llewelyn.* 

Taking advantage of his father’s infirmities, or rendered 
tyrannical by his favour, David feifed on a great part of the 

WeUhChron. p.298. Matth. Paris, p. 369. Matth. Woftm. p. no. 

* Rymcr’s Feeders, vol. I. p. 379, 380. 
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territories belonging to Gryffydh his brother; leaving him only 
in pofleflion of the cantrev of Lleyri in the county of Caernarvon. 
This ad of rapacity raifed diflenfions in the country j as Gryf¬ 
fydh poffefled many qualities, which, among a people like the 
Wellh, were held in high eftimation; being brave in war, tall 
and comely in his perfon, and, as the eldeft fon of Llewelyn, 
was heir apparent to the crown.* 

To allay the ferment which was produced by this divifion of 
interefts, the bifhop of Bangor propofed a conference between 
the two princes. In confequence of this mediation, Gryffydh 
began his journey, with the defign of giving his brother the 
meeting > but though he travelled in the company of that 
prelate, and under the fandion of his charader, he was arrefted 
on the road by David; who confined him in the caftle of Cricieth, 
a fortrefs fituated on the verge of the fea in Caernarvonfliire. 1 

The treatment of this popular prince excited the greateft 
commotion. The adherents of his perfon and family rofe up 
in arms; refenting the many injuries which had been done by 
David to his brother, whom they confidered as the rightful heir 
to the crown j and whofe fpirit, manners and interefts were con¬ 
genial with thofe of his country. Another party of the Welfh 
a. D. efpoufing the caufe of David, a civil war fpread through the 

124O. ° 

24th of country; and in which, native ferocity mingling in the conteft 

Henry III. 0 

* Britifli Ant. Reviir. by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 29. 

1 Welfli Chron. p. 298. Matth. Paris, p. 470. 
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and heightening its fury, North Wales, for fbme time, was 
deluged with the blood of her own citizens. 1 

In this ftate of affairs, the evening of his days being imbittcred 
by domeftic and public calamity, died Llewelyn ap Jorwerth, 
after a reign of .fifty-fix years. He left two children by Tang- 
wyftl his firft wife, Gryffydh, and a daughter called Glwadys, 
married to Sir Ralph Mortimer j 1 by his fecond wife Joan, the 
princefs of England, he had David, who fucceeded to his father’s A. D. 
dominions. 1 The remains of this prince were interred, with 
much honour to his memory, in the Abbey of Conway. 4 

In taking a furvey of the late period, fo full of the viciffitudcs 
of fortune, Llewelyn ap Jorwerth appears upon the ftage a 
diftinguifhed character. PoffefTed of many qualities which are 
requifite for a warrior, and to form the great prince; we may 
alfo difcern him, through the glimmering of the times, difplaying 
many of the foftcr traits of humanity j fbme of thofe finer 
fprings which conftitute in private life, whatever is juft, tender, 
and amiable. But in the characters of men, the moft eminent 
for their talents and their virtues, we (hall ftill meet with fhades 
of human infirmity. The defeCts of Llewelyn, ftriking as they 
were, may be confidered as the vices of the age in which he lived, 
more juftly than his own. A few ads of ferocity, with too fre- 

i Matth. Weflm. p. 118. Polidore Virgil, p. 30$. Iiolinlhcad, p. 226. Matth. 

Paris, p. 479. * Memoirs of Gwedir Family, p. 24, rcfpe&mg Gryffydh. 

* Brit. Ant. Revived by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. 27, in the poflcffion of the 
Rev. Mr. Lloyd of Caerwys, Flintlhire. 4 Welfli Chron. p. 298. 
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quent a violation of treaties, and, at . times, a want of firmnefs 
in his condudfc, may in fome degree injure his fame and throw 
a (hade upon his virtues,’but cannot deprive him of that folid 
glory, which is due to a patriot prince j and which he obtained 
from a grateful people, for afferting the rights of his injured 
country, through a long life employed in its defence. His 
talents and his virtues, with the fortunate dire&ion of both, have 
given to this prince the illuftrious title of Llewelyn the Great . 


Several caufes confpired to promote the fucceflion of David 
to the throne of North Wales, in preference to Gryffydh his 
eldeft brother. The partiality of Llewelyn to this favourite fon, 
had fecured the allegiance of the Welfh nobility j the Englifh 
king, too, as the uncle of David, would naturally fupport his 
caufe, rather than that of his brother; a prince of a brave and 
aftive difpofition, and popular in the country; but what gave 
the decifive turn in his favour was, that Gryffydh, the rival of 
his crown, was a prifoner at his mercy, clofely confined in a 
folitary fortrefs. 

A. d. Within a month after his accefiion, David, attended by all 
I24 °' the chieftains in Wales, waited on the king at Gloucefter; 
where having done homage, a peace was concluded on the fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing conditions: That David fhould furrender his right to 
the independency of North Wales, as well as to fuch territories 
which had been claimed by feveral of Henry’s vaffals, excepting 
thofe of Montalto or Mould; and which he was at prefent to 
retain agreeably to what had been fettled between him and the 
fenefchal of Chetter. In order to adjuft all matters in difpute 
which in future might arife, arbitrators on both fides were to 
be appointed j over whom the Pope’s legate, as long as he refided 
in England, was to prefide ; and who was likewife to have the 
power of puniftiing by ecclefiaftical cenfures, any infra&ion of 
the peace. Before David, or any of his vaflals, could be liable 
to fuch cenfures, they had a right to juftify themfelves before 
the legate* in any fecure place upon the Borders j and to which 
place they were bound to appear whenever they were cited, or to 
be deemed contumacious if they neglected the fummons, unlefs 
they (hewed a fufficient reafon for fuch a negledt. If the legatine 
function fhould ceafe, then the fame power of coercion by eecle- 
fiaftical cenfure, fhould be vetted in the archbilhops of Canter¬ 
bury fucceffively. The peace was concluded upon thefe terms, 
and a general remiflion alfo took place of offences, which either 
party at any time had committed.’ 

Soon after this treaty, David received a fummons to appear 
before the king in London, attended by the Wehh commiflioners; 
in order to proceed before the legate in the bulinefs of arbitra¬ 
tion.* The Welfh prince, in no hafte to have the arbitration 


* Rymer, p.389, 390. Brady, vol. I, p. 575. 


* Rymer, vol. I. p.391. 
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The fubmiflion of David was only to gain time. He had con¬ 
ceived the defign of ihaking off his dependence on the crown of 
England. For he had lately formed an alliance with the brothers 
of Gryffydh ap Madoc, lord of the Lower Powys } having re¬ 
duced tbofe chieftains from their allegiance, as well as others of 
the Wellh tenants belonging to the Englifli crown. The firft 
a ft of his revolt, was to lay wafte the territories of Sir Ralph 
Mortimer, arid others of Henry’s feudatories j he alfo retained 
in his own hands the eftates of Hugh Vaughan and his nephews, 
contrary to the award of a late arbitration j and he likewife feifed 
a veffel, on its voyage to Chefter, loaded with wheat and other 
provifions. Henry, upon thefe outrages, fent to the prince of 
Wales a peremptory letter, enumerating the grievances above 
related, and enjoining him to perfuade the revolted chieftains to 
return to their duty $ and alfo that he Ihould make reftitution 
for all the injuries, which the king’s fubjefts had received during 
the late infringement of the peace.’ 

Influenced by motives of pity and affection, thebifhopof 
Bangor interefted himfelf in the fafety of Gryffydh, whom his 

* Brady, vol. I. p. 578, fays Worceller. 

Ry»er, p. 39a. Brady, vol, I. p. 579, 1 Rymer, p. 395. 

9 brother 


proceed, or to name the referees, flighted the fummons. He 
foon after received another order from Henry, to appear himfelf 
at Shrewfbury, or to fend his deputies." To this fummons 
he thought proper to pay obedience; and he fent commiflioners 
accordingly to that place, where new arbitrators were appointed, 
and a certain time fixed, when their decifion was to take place." 
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brother David ftill kept in confinement. Hpwas alfo affifted in 
his generous defign, by Ralph lord Mortimer of Wigmore, who 
had married Glwadys the fitter of the captive prince.’ With 
much eameft felicitation they requefted that he might be re¬ 
leafed out of prifen j but all in vain j David did not dare to let 
loofe among the people, a Ipirit like his brother’s, popular and 
brave, and full of refentment for former injuries. The bifliop 
of Bangor, on this refufal, excommunicated David, and with- A. D. 
drew into England. Repairing to the EngJIilh king, he laid 2$tVa( 
before him, the barbarity and injuftice of his nephew’s con¬ 
duit ; and earneftly implored that monarch to exert his au¬ 
thority, that this unfortunate prince might be reftored to his 
liberty.* He likewife fent his complaints to Rome, and had 
intereft fufficient with the Pope, to obtain a confirmation of 
the late fentence, and alfo to lay the dominions of the prince 
of Wales under an interdict. 1 


The party was at this time increafed which had been 
formed in favour of Gryffydh, who was become ftill more dear 
to the people j the injuries he had received, and his wretched 
fituation, having rendered him an objeil of their pity. His wife 
Sina, a woman of Ipirit and addrefs, confederate with the biftiop 
of Bangor, and with many of the Welfli nobility, entered into 
a treaty with Henry, in hopes of interefting that prince in the 
caufe of her unfortunate hufeand. 4 The negociation was flip- 

* Brit. Ant. Reviv. by Vaughan of Hengwrt, p. 27. * Matth. Paris, p. 506. 

3 Wellb Chron. p. 300. Brady, vol. I. p. 578. 

* Matth. Paris, p. 506. Brady, p. 578, 
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ported with fuch powerful perfuafions, that Henry, inclining 
to their intereft, fent an order to David to releafe his brother 
out of captivity. This order was attended by the following 
admonition; that by purfuing fuch a conduft, he would recover 
the honour of his character, and that it would be alfo the 
means of his receiving abfolution from the Pope.* This man¬ 
date the Welfh prince peremptorily refufed to obey, alledging 
in his excufe, that if Gryffydh was fet at liberty, fuch was his 
fpirit, and the ftfength of his party, that he would raife the 
greateft commotions throughout Wales.* The king, refenting 
his nephew’s difobedience, commanded his military tenants to 
meet him at Gloucefter, and from thence he proceeded with a 
large army to Shrewfbury.* He had, alfo, been previoufly en¬ 
couraged to this undertaking, under aflurances of aid, by Gryf¬ 
fydh ap Madoc, the lord of the Lower Powys. During the king’s 
refidence at Shrewfbury, which was fifteen days, many Welfh 
and Englifh lords, his vaffals, gave him the meeting j all of 
them friendly to Gryffydh, and who came, in concert with 
his wife, to fupport the negociation.* 

With a tendernefs and energy of fpirit, which marked a fine 
and juft fenfibility, that lady ftipulated with the king for the en- 

« Matth. Paris, p. 506. Brady, p. 578. * Welfh Chron. p. 300. 

i Matth. Paris, p. 506. 

* Ralph lord Mortimer of Wigmore, Walter Clifford,. Roger de Mont Alto 
lleward of Cheflcr, Maelgon ap Maelgon, Mcredydh ap Rotpert lord of Cydewcn, 
Gryffydh ap Madoc lord of Bromfield, Howel and Mcredydh the fons of Cynan ap 
Owen Gwynedh, and Gryffydh the fon of Gwenwynwyn lord of- the higher Powys. 
Welih Chron. p.301. 
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largement of her hufband, on the following terms ; that 
Gryffydh ftiould pay to the king fix hundred marks, on con¬ 
dition that he caufed Gryffydh and Owen his fon to be delivered 
out of prifon; and that they ftiould ftand to the judgment of 
the king’s court, whether by law they ought to have been im- 
prifoned. That Gryffydh and his heirs ftiould alfo ftand to the 
judgment of the king’s court, concerning that portion of the 
inheritance of Llewelyn his father, which of right appertained 
unto him; the faid Sina undertaking far Gryffydh and his heirs, 
that they ftiould pay yearly for that territory, the fum of three 
hundred markswhereof the one third part ftiould be paid in 
money, the fecond in cattle, and the third in horfes, by the 
eftimation of impartial men; and that the fame ftiould be paid 
at Michaelmas and Eafter, by even portions,.into the hands of 
the fheriff of the county of Salop. Sina farther undertook for 
Gryffydh and his heirs, that they ftiould obferve the peace with 
David, and fuffer him quietly to enjoy fuch portions of his 
father’s inheritance as to him ftiould be found to be due. She 
alfo undertook for her hufband and his heirs, that in cafe any 
Welfhman ftiould hereafter rebel againft the king, they at their 
own charges, ftiould compel the offender to make fatisfa&ion.' 
For the performance of thefe conditions, flie engaged to deliver 
up as pledges to the king, David and Roderic her fons; but 
with this reftridtion, that if either Gryffydh or Owen, ftiould 
happen to die before his delivery out of prifon, it ftiould be law¬ 
ful for Sina to have one of her fons relcafed, the other remaining 

1 Brady, vol.I. p. 579- Matth. Paris, 550. 
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with the king as an hoflage. She likewife fwore upon the holy 
Evangelifts, that Gryffydh and his heirs, fhould pun&ually 
perform all thefe premifes; and flie farther undertook, that 
Gryffydh on his delivery out of prifon, fhould take the fame 
oath. Sina, in the name of her hufband, fubmitted herfelf, 
as to the obfervance of the premifes, to the jurifdiftion of the 
reverend fathers the bifhops of Hereford and Litchfield; to 
the end that thofe bifhops, or either of them, at the king’s re- 
queft, fhould compel Gryffydh and his heirs to obferve thefe con¬ 
ditions, on pain of excommunication on their perfons, and in¬ 
terdiction on their land; and laftly, that her hufband fhould 
deliver this inftrument in writing to the king in the form 
aforefaid. To this compaCt both parties fet their feals; Gryf¬ 
fydh and Sina to that part which remained with the king, and 
the king to that part which remained with Sina. In ratification 
of this treaty, the lords before-mentioned, fwore fealty to the 
king, and pledged themfelves for the pun&ual performance of its 
fevcral articles.* 

A deep cloud, at this period, hung over David, and menaced 
his fafety. The king of England, advancing towards Chefter, 
at the head of a large army, had entered the frontiers of his 
country;* many of the Welfh nobility were in confederacy 


* Appendix, No. I. Matth. Paris, p. 551. Welfh Chron. p. 303. Brady, vol. T. 
P- S 79 * 

* The approaches into Wales, this fummer, 1 had been rendered vtfry eify by a 
long drought; which, having continued four months, had dried up the marflies. 
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againft him, in favour of his rival and the objeft of his cruelty; 
but the circumftance above all others moft likely to excite his 
terror, was the cenfure of the church; which hanging over his 
head, like a fword fufpended in the air, left him only a pre¬ 
carious poffeflion of his throne.* David faw the ftorm as it ga¬ 
thered round him; and his refolution failing, he fent an offer to 
Henry to releafe his brother out of prifon; provided that he 
himfelf might be taken into favour, under all the fecurity which 
hoftages, and other ties could give for his future fidelity.* 
Henry agreed to grant his nephew pardon and peace upon the 
terms he himfelf had offered, but to which he added the fol¬ 
lowing conditions; That David fhould deliver up his brother 
Gryffydh and his fon Owen to the king: That he fhould ftand 
to the judgment of the king’s court, whether Gryffydh ought to 
be imprifoned; and alfo for the portion of his father’s inhe¬ 
ritance, which he claimed according to the cuftom of Wales, 
and fhould hold that land of the king in capitc : That he fhould 
deliver up to Roger de Mont Alto fteward of Chefter, his land 
in the lordlhip of Mould, with all its appurtenances: That he 
fhould reftore to the barons all fuch land, lordfhips, and caftles, 
which had been taken from them fince the commencement of 
the wars, between king John and his father Llewelyn: That he 
fhould defray all the charges of Henry in the laft expedition; 
That he fhould make fatisfa&ion for all the injuries done by • 
him, or his fubjefis, to the king or his people : That he fhould 
reftore unto him all the homages which king John had re¬ 
ceived, or ought to have received, efpecially from the noblemen 


* Matth. Paris, p. 506. 


* Ibid, 
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of Wales: That the lordfhips of Elefmere and Englefield fhould 
be conveyed to the king for ever: That he fhould not receive 
any of the king’s fubje&s within the dominions of Wales, who 
were outlawed or banifhed: And laftly, under the obligation of 
giving hoftages, and the penalty of forfeiture, that he fhould 
enter into the mofl folemn engagements, that he would never 
recede from Henry’s fervice, that he would obferve all his com¬ 
mands, and would ftand to the law in his courts.' 

As a pledge of ills fincerity, that he really intended to preferve 
the peace according to this treaty, the Welfh prince eonfented 
that the archbifhop of Canterbury, the bifhops of London, Ely, 
Hereford, and Coventry, fhould be arbitrators between him 
and the king} and that he himfelf fhould be liable to their 
ecclefiaftical cenfures, if, on his part, any of the articles were 
violated.* 

A few months after the peace was concluded, David re¬ 
paired to the Englifh court; and having performed homage to 
Henry, and given him the ftrongeft affurances of his fidelity, 
even under the penalty of forfeiture if he fhould again revolt, 
he returned with a fafe conduct into Wales . 1 The Welfh na¬ 
tion, at this difhonourable period, was reduced to the loweft 


i This treaty was figned on the part of David, by the bifhops of St. Afaph and 
Bangor, at Ainct on the river Elwy near St. Afaph. Welfh Chron. p. 306. Matth. 
.Paris, p. 552. Brady, vol. I. p. 580. Rymcr, p. 396, 397, 398. 

* Welfh Chr. p.306. Brady, p.580. M. Paris, p. 552. 

J W.clfh .Chron. p.307. Matth. Paris, p. 506. 
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ebb of their fortunes j their independency gone, their prince 
the acknowledged vaffal of England, and in appearance every 
fpark of public virtue extinguilhed. 

Though the treaty had been ratified, David was not entirely 
diverted of his fears. He fent privately to Henry, defiring, 
that being his nephew, he might continue to enjoy the princi¬ 
pality of Wales in preference to GryfFydh, who was not related’ 
to the king. He likewife infinuated, that by fetting his brother 
at liberty, he let loofe a fpirit that would raife divifions in 
the country, and adminifter caufes for continual wars.’ Coin¬ 
ciding but too well with the wilhes and intererted views of 
Henry, the reafons which were offered by the Wellh prince de¬ 
cided the fate of his brother. Having, received him from the 
hands of David, the king fent the unfortunate Gryffydh, and 
the hoftages lately given up, to London,. in the cuftody of Sir 
John de Lexington, with orders that that prince, and his eldeft A- n. 
fon Owen, fhould be confined in the tower :* a condudt full of 
meannefs and duplicity, and unworthy of a great monarch. 

The king likewife ordered , a noble a day to be . allowed him 
for his maintenance . 1 

Though deferted by the world, and in the power of his ene¬ 
mies, one friendly bofom was ftill alive to his interefts. His 
faithful adherent the bifliop of Bangor came again to the Eng- 

Welfli Chr. p. 307. M. Paris, p. 506. Brady, p. 578. 

* Matth. Paris, p. jo6. Welfli Chron. p. 307. 

3 Matth. Paris, p. 545. HolinQjcad, p. 2*8. 
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iifh court, to intercede with the king for the enlargement of 
Gryffydh; but, humanity and juftice not mingling in Henry’s 
councils, he rejp&ed every folicitation which was made in his 
favour. LanguUhing two years in confinement, and defpairing 
of any other relief, this miferable prince, at length, attempted 
to make his efcape; thinking any danger preferable to a fitua- 
tion fo wretched, as that of being confined in a foreign prifon, 
during his life, the vi&im of ftate policy. One night, having 
deceived his keepers, he got out of the window, and with a 
line which he had made by fattening together pieces of the 
tapeftry of his chamber, the fheets belonging to his bed, and 
the napkins that covered his table, he attempted to let himfelf 
down from the tower, in which he was confined. But being 
very corpulent, after he had defended a little way, his weight 
broke the line, and he fell into the ditch with fuch violence, 
that his head and neck were nearly driven into his body j in 
which fituation he was found in the morning.' His fon Owen, 
and Sina his wife, who had fiiared in his tedious captivity, were 
A. d. the witnefles of this melancholy fpe&acle.* This difafter, inftead 
iti 4 ot of railing Henry’s pity, was a reafon with that prince for treat- 
isth of ing his fon with greater rigour, by rendering his confinement 
jhniy nr. more c j Q p e>} The reader will feel .an emotion of forrow at the 
fate of this gallant prince $ who, in a foreign country, and im¬ 
pelled by the firtt law of nature, fell a victim to the defigns of 
an ambitious brother, to the perfidious condutt of Henry, and 
his interefted policy. 

* Matth. Pari*, p. 545. Stowe’s Chron. p. 186, 

* Matth. Pari*, p. 545. * Ibid, 
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To ftrengthen the maritime parts of Flintfhire, the Englilh 
king repaired the fortifications of the cattle of Diferth. He like- 
wife exercifed the right he had lately acquired as the fovereign over 
Wales, by giving to Gryffydh the Ion of Gwenwynwyn, his in¬ 
heritance in Powys and to the fons of Cynan ap Owen Gwy- 
nedh, their territories in Meirionydh.' 

A new fcene now opens to our view. The veil is drawn 
afide which had of late concealed from the Welfh princes the 
defigns of the Englifli monarch. They had vainly thought, 
though reduced to a ftate of vaffalage, that they fhould be able 
to retain the appearance of royalty, and fome femblance of their 
ancient grandeur. They did not reflect, that having loft the 
fubftance of power, its attendant fhadow would foon difappear. 
That the Wellh might no longer be deluded by even the femblanCe 
of freedom, Henry, already in poffeflion of the fovereignty, gave 
to his eldeft fon Edward the title of prince of Wales . 1 The 
death of Gryftydh, the real heir to the crown, though it could 
not juftify the conduft, might give it a colourable pretext. At 
this intelligence David revolted from his allegiance, alive at laft 
to a fenfe of fhame for his own dilhonour, and for the igno¬ 
minious fituation of his country. 

In hopes of fecuring his fubjcdts from the various and in- 
creaiing oppreflions of the Englifli government, David folicited 

• Welfh Chron. p. 308. 

1 Camden’s Brit. Gibfon’s edit. p. 695. l’olidorc Virgil, p. 311', Biitifli Ant. Rev. 
by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. *9, 30. Welfh Chron. p. 309. 
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the Pope’s prote&ion } offering to hold his dominions under him 
as a fief of the holy fee,' and to pay likewife an ahnual tribute 
of five hundred marks j* concluding, that if he and his peopte 
muft be the vaffalsof a foreign prince, it was his wifefl courfe to 
yield obedience to a power which was fuperior to all the fove- 
reigns in Europe. The Pope, acceding to the propofal, and 
having received a large fum of money from the Welfh prince, 
veiled the abbots of Cymmer and Conway, with full powers to 
fit as a court of inquiry j whether David was under the influence 
of terror or of force, at the time he confented to do homage, 
and to be tied down to the late arbitrations. If an improper 
influence was found to have been the cafe, they were then to 
abfolve him from the oaths and the other engagements which 
he had taken. In the fulnefs of fpiritual importance, the Welfh 
abbots fummoned king Henry to appear before them at Caer- 
wys j 1 and in the church* of that town, to anfwer the com¬ 
plaints which David might alledge againft him. This indignity 
was highly refented by the king, and all the barons of England . 4 
But the negotiation with Rome did not in the event produce any 
ufeful eftefl. Henry, acquainted with the venality of that 
court, and that he might not be baffled by a prince fo infig- 
nificant as David, made larger offers; which, agreeably to the 
A. D. verfatile and unprincipled conduct of Rome, turned the fcale in 
** 4S ’ favour of the Englifh . 5 

’ Matth. Paris, p. 552. 

* Matth. Wcfimin. p. 139. Matth. Paris, p. 550, 573. Brady, p. 592. 

J Matth. Paris, p. 573. Brady, p, 59j. Welfli Chron p. 309, fays at Creythyrr. 

• Guflcfend, + Matth. Paris, p. 573. J. Rofli, Anticj. Warvvicenfis, p, 163. 
s Welfli Chron. p. 309. Rymer, vol. I. p. 4*5, 430, 
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In the mean time, under the protection of the Pope, and en¬ 
couraged by fo potent an alliance, David had made an incur- 
iion into the marches, and had ravaged the eftates of the Englifli 
lords. Henry was at this time in Scotlandj but, during his ab- 
fence, he had appointed the earl of Hereford, the earl of Clare, 

Thomas de Monmouth, Roger de Mont Alto, and others of 
the lords marchers, to make head againft the Welfli, and to check 
their depredations.' Incurfions continuing to be carried on with 
terrible devaftations, the king, on his return into England, fent 
Helbert Fitz Mathew, with three hundred horfe, to co-operate 
with the lords of the marches . 1 Before his arrival, the Welfli 
prince had routed the forces of the earl of Hereford, and Ralph 
de Mortimer j the former lord having in fome meafure been the 
caufe of this infurreCtion, by detaining from David a certain 
diftrid of land, which had been the property of his wife,’ and 
who was After to that nobleman. Thefe difafters alarmed king 
Henry, and created great indignation among the Englifti. But 
his finances were fo much exhaufted, and his credit to low, that 
the parliament refufed him the means of carrying on the war j 4 
thinking, it is probable, that the Welfli were neither much to 
be blamed, nor, if allowed to remain unmolefted, yvere they 
much to be feared. 

Unchecked by any national force, hoftilities, which were a. d. 
carried on with various fuccefs, continued to defolate the Borders. 29 th 4 oi' 

Henry Ilf. 

* Matth. Paris, p. 56a. Polidore Virgil, p. 308, fays, that in this enterprife David 
loft the greater part of his army, and that he repaired to Scotland, to incite the Scots 
prince to turn his arms againft Henry, 

* Matth. Paris, p. 569. 5 Ibid. * Brady, vol, I. p. 591. M. Pari9, p. 572. 
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In the courfe of which, a party of the Welfh had been drawn 
into an ambufcade by the conftable of Montgomery caftle, and 
three hundred of them cut in pieces.' To revenge this lofs, 
David fell with great fury on the eftates of the Englifh lords. 
This inroad was oppofed by Herbert Fitz Mathew, at the head 
of the militia belonging to the marches. But that general, 
breathing the fpirit of revenge, and unacquainted with the coun¬ 
try, foon led the Englifh army into a difficult fituation; in 
which they were fuddcnly attacked by the Welfh, who were 
pofted upon the heights adjacent, and from thence much annoyed 
their enemies by a fhower of ftones, arrows, and darts. In this 
rude encounter, Herbert Fitz Mathew was killed by a large ftone 
rolled down from the mountains. The Englifh, difpirited by 
the lofs of their leader, retreated with precipitation out of the * 
country. This fuccefs animated the Welfh to purfue their de- 
vaftations with increafed vigour and fury. But they foon after 
fuftained the lofs of two hundred men in another ambufcade 
near the caftle of Montgomery. Incenfed at this difafter, and 
taking advantage of the general confternation, the prince of 
Wales laid fiege to the caftle of Mold, which he took by ftorm, 
and put all,the garrifon to the fword j the governor, Roger de 
Mont Alto, having efcaped the danger, he not being in the for- 
trefs at the time it was taken. Thefe bloody events heightened 
the fiercenefs of the war, and it was henceforward carried on 
with a favage and unrelenting fury j neither of the parties fparing 
the age, nor fex, nor condition of their enemies . 1 

* Matth. Pang, p. 575. * Ibid. p. 576. 
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David was now fummoned to appear, with all the barons 
of Wales, in the king’s court at Weftminfter, to do homage, and 
to anfwer for the depredations which they had lately committed. 

About twenty of the Welfh nobility made their appearance. In- 
ftead of obeying the fummons, the prince of Wales appears to 
have amufed the Englifh court by a treaty j which having mif- 
carried, the moft formidable preparations were made by Henry 
for the entire conqueft of the country.* 

The revolt now wore a moft ferious afpeft. The Englilh 
parliament therefore, not only gave the neceffary fupplies, but 
thought proper that the king fhould in perfon go into Wales ; A. D. 
to give an early check to David’s career, and to punifh the re- 1245. 
hellion of an infolent vaflal. It was on this occafion, that an 
extraordinary afleffment of forty {hillings took place for every 
knights fee, called the fcutage of Gannock/ Summonfes were 
fcnt to all the barons and others who held of the king by knights 
fervice and feijeantry to be ready to march into Wales, or to 
fend thither their ferviccs.’ Orders were liljewife fent to Henry’s 
jufticiary in Ireland, that a diverfton fliould be made from thence 
on the ifland of Anglefey; + and for that purpofe he was to pro¬ 
vide the choiceft of his foldiers; he was alfo to furnifh the 
neceflary provifions for the army which was to be employed 
in the Welfh expedition. 1 * 3 * 5 

1 Ryraer, p.427—431. 

* Carte’s Hift. England, vol. 11 . p. 82, from Rotul. Pip. 30 Hen. III. Oxou. 

3 Rymer, p. 433. Brady, vol. I. p. 591. Matth. Paris, p, 580. 

♦ Wclih Chron. p. 310. 5 Rymer, p. 431. 
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It was about the middle of Auguft that Henry entered the 
Confines of Wales. By that time, the Irilh had made a defcent 
upon Anglefey, and had dreadfully ravaged that ifland s' but 
not being properly fupported by the Englifli king, who had been 
too flow in his movements, they were alfailed by the inhabitants, 
when loaded with plunder, and were driven back to their {hips.* 

The Englifli army was too powerful for David to refill: in 
the open field; he therefore retired to the mountains of Snowdun, 
leaving Henry’s march open and unmolefted, until he had ad¬ 
vanced to the arm of the fea, which is oppofite to Conway. Not 
daring to pafs that river, and enter into the mountainous recefles 
of the country, the enemy unfeen and in flying parties hovering 
around him, Henry halted his troops; though determined that 
the expedition Ihould not be rendered entirely fruitlefs. On the 
point of a promontory which proje&s into the fea, were the 
ruins of an ancient fortification; once a Roman ftation, and 
which had been afterwards a fortrefs belonging to the Wellh, 
called Diganwy, and an occafional refulence of their earlier 
princes. Thinking this a proper fituation, the king began to 
rebuild this caftle; the garrifon of which might be able to inter¬ 
cept the enemies parties whenever they made incurfions into 
England.’ But the Wellh did not remain unconcerned fpedlators 
of a tranfadlion of fo hoftile a nature; and which, if fullered to 
be completed, would prove the deadly daft, 1, which would remain 
and feller in the bofom of their country. 

' Mattli. Paris, p. 599. * Welfli Chron. p.310. 

5 Matth. Paris, p. 597. Henry tie Knyghton de Eventibus Anglia, p.3443. Wellh 
Chron. p.311. 4 Maith. Paris fays, Spina in tculo. 

During 
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During the ten weeks which Henry had employed in erecting 
this fortrefs, his army, which lay encamped in the open field, 
was expofed to many inconvenieneies. The weather growing 
exceedingly cold towards the clofe of the fummer, the foldiers 
fuffered much by being thinly clad, and by having no other 
covering than tents made of Knen j the troops, likewife, were, at 
times, reduced to great diflrefs by a fcarcity of provifions, 1 re¬ 
ceiving only a precarious fupply from Chefter and Ireland; they 
were alfo much harrafled, and their numbers reduced, by the in- 
ccfi'ant attempts which the Welfh made in the night, to cut off 
their flraggling parties, and to ftorm their camp. 1 

In this perilous flate, a veflel loaded with provifions, arrived 
out of Ireland, and had been fuffered to run aground on the 
fliore adjoining to Snowdun, at the ebb of the tide, by the 
negligence of the mariners. The Welfh did not negledt this 
fortunate occurrence, but ran to take pofleflion of the prize, 
by this time laid dry on the fir and. In attempting which, they 
received a check from Sir Walter BifTet; who, with great fpirit 
and condufl, defended the veflel, until a reinforcement of Welfh- 


1 The bread which was ufually fold for one farthing now fold for five-pence, 
a hen for eight-pence; and the Englifli had in their camp only one cafk of wine, 
one ox, and one quarter of corn, worth twenty fhillings.—Matth. Paris, p. 598.— 
But, perhaps, a relervation was made for a due fupply of provifions for the caflle 
of Gannock; which, it appears, was completely furnifhed with every neceffary, on 
the king’s departure. 

» In one of thefe conflidts, the Englifli having the advantage, they brought in 
triumph to their camp, the heads of nearly one hundred Wclflimen, See Matth. Paris, 
p. 598. 


men* 
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men, who were Henry’s vaffals in the marches, had croffed the 
river, and had cortie to his relief. Having driven off the aflailants, 
the Englifh party purfued them with great (laughter, fix miles, 
up into the country; and, on their return, flufhed with fuccefs, 
pillaged of its books and filver cups, the abbey of Conway; a re¬ 
ligious houfe of the Ciftercian Order. They then fet fire to 
all the offices. With a rage that bordered upon frenzy, the Welfh 
ran down from the mountains to preferve that venerable pile, 
the object of their piety, and which had lately become the mau- 
folaum of their princes. Finding the Englifh overloaded with 
lpoils, they flew great numbers, and wounded others y many alfo 
were taken prifoners; and the remainder, to avoid the fury of 
the Welfh, plunged into the Conway, and perifhed in the water. 
Befides thofe who were drowned, fevcral gentlemen of rank, and 
about one hundred common perfons, fell by the fword. In this 
day’s aft ion, the fame number were ilain on the fide of the Welfh. 
The foldiers who were taken alive, were at firft only lodged in 
confinement j but the Welfh, being informed that their enemies 
had lately put to death fome lords of their nation, ordered all 
the prifoners to be hanged j then, cutting off their heads, and, 
with a barbarous rage, tearing their dead bodies in pieces, they 
threw their mutilated limbs into the 'Conway water.’ Some 
colour of juflice, indeed, was given to this aft of ferocity j many 
of the prifoners being Welfhmen, who, under the command of 
the lords of Powys, had joined the enemies of their country. 


» Matth. Paris, p. 507, 59S, 599. This account is given by an Englifli lord ferving 
,at that time in Henry’s army. 


The 
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The veflel before-mentioned, which was ftill aground, was 
again violently affaulted, and as bravely defended, until mid¬ 
night, by Sir Walter Billet j when, on the flowing of the tide, 
and the Ihip being afloat, the Welfh were obliged to retire. 
During the night, the party, commanded by Sir Walter, was 
releafed from their poft, and leaving the Ihip, efcapcd to the 
Englilh camp. In the morning, it being then low water, the 
Wellh returned to the veflel, to make further depredations on 
their prize j and finding her deferted, carried away almofl: all 
the wine, and the remainder of the cargoe. Having fo far fe- 
• cured this valuable prize, a part of which confided of fifty- 
three tons of wine, they fet fire to the Ihip, and made good their 
retreat. Seven tons only were faved by the Englilh, who drew 
them out of a part of the veflel which had not been confumed 
by the fire.' 



Having, at length, finilhed the important fortrefs of 
Diganwy, 1 in the face of the Wellh, and againfl: all the efforts 
they had ufed to prevent it; Henry left in that caftle a nu¬ 
merous garrilon, well furnilhed with vidluals and all military 
implements j and being unable to continue any longer in this 
fituation, his provifions being exhaufted, and the winter being 
near, he returned at the end of O&ober, with the remainder a. d. 
of his army, into England.’ ,2+s ' 


* During thefe t ran factions, David the prince of Wales, being fiek and opprdTcd 
with cares, frequently retired to his camp at 7 iutaiol, to rcfrclli himfclf, and re¬ 
cover from the fatigues of war. Matfh. Paris, p. 599. 

* Called Gannock by the Englifli. 5 Matth. Paris, p. 599. 
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Many caufes confpired to render deplorable the fituation 
of the Wellh. No party of theirs could move towards the 
Chefhire frontier, but they were liable to be cut off by the gar- 
rifon of the new fortified caftle of Diganwy. A*nglefey, the 
granary of Wales, had been fo entirely laid wafte by the Irifli, 
that no advantage could be derived from thence j nor could they 
be fupplied with provifions from other parts, as orders had 
been given by the Englilh king in the marches and in Ire¬ 
land, that, on pain of death, no merchandize whatever, or 
victuals' Ihould be carried into Wales.* He had likewife or¬ 
dered all the fait 5 works to be deftroyed in the country.* 
What heightened ftill more the public diftrefs, the territories 
of the Wellh prince were reduced within the limits of Meirionydh, 
and the prefent county of Caernarvon, and to the barren parts 
of the adjoining country j and, it is probable, too, that befides 
the ufual inhabitants, thofe mountains were at this time 
crowded with people, who had fled out of the valleys for pro¬ 
tection. 5 In fuch a fituation, the Wellh had no alternative but 
famine, or fubmiflion to Henry’s authority. 

In this feafon of common calamity, the rage of contending 
parties was fufpended and all the chieftains of Wales, retain- 


« By this prohibition of the Englifh king, fuch was the fcarcity of provifions, 
that a famine had nearly taken place in Chefter, and in the adjacent country. Matth. 
Parts. 

* Rymer, vol. I. p. 440. Matth, Paris, p. 599. 

Putcos Salinarum de WU*. Matth. Paris. * Matth. Paris, p. J99. 

* Ibid. p. 600. 
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ing no longer their animofities, and uniting in a generous con¬ 
federacy, gave to their fovereign the moft folemn afluranees of 
perpetual allegiance.' But their offers of aid, or their vows of 
fidelity, had no power of affording relief to David; the miferies 
of his country, and the profpedt which was opening before him, 
had broken his fpirit j and, a few months after, finking under 
the weight of forrow, lamented by his fubje&s, and rifing in 
their efteem, he died * at Aber, a palace in which he ufually a. d. 
refided, upon the fea coaft in Caernarvonfhire. This prince left 30th of 
no iffue, and was buried in the abbey of Conway.’ Henry 11 

We have now feen the Welfh nation fubjeft to the moft dis¬ 
tant extremes of fortune. Their annals, in rapid fucceflion, arc 
marked with ftriking viciflitudes. Influenced by fudden, and 
often by hidden fprings, we have feen them, by uniting their 
ftrength, and exerting its force, rifing up to the height of pros¬ 
perity; and then, from caufes which were equally capricious, 
falling, in a moment, into difunion and vaffalage. 

* Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p.268. * Matth. Paris, p, 608, 610. 

3 Wynne’s Hift. Wales, p. 268. 
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FROM THE ACCESSION OF OWEN AND LLEWELYN TIIE 
SONS OF GRYFFYDH AP LLEWELYN AP JORWERTH, TO 
THE DEATH OF LLEWELYN AP GRYFFYDH. 


On the death of the late prince, the Welfh nobility eletted 
Owen and Llewelyn joint lovereigns of North Wales. Thefe 
young princes were the fons of Gryffydh ap Llewelyn, who 
fome years before had been killed by attempting to efcapc out of 
the tower of London.' 

Owen had {hared in the captivity of his father, but was af¬ 
terwards taken into Henry’s favour, and appears to have been 
highly carefled in the Englilh court. Receiving intelligence of 
the late events, he fuddenly withdrew out of England, and 
fortunately effefted his efcape into Wales. 1 The young prince 


* Welfh Chron. -p. 314. * Matth. Paris, p, 608. 
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Llewelyn, before his acceflion to the throne, had refided at 
Macfmynan near Caerwys in Flintfhire; and pofTeflfed, as the 
patrimony which he had received from his father, the cantrevs 
of Englefield, Dyffryn-Clwyd, Rhos, and Rhyvonioc ; all of 
which he had held, during the late reign, in oppofition to his 
uncle David, and the Engiifh monarch.’ 

Oppressed by the hated law's of England, the Welfti, at this 
period, had neither opportunity nor fpirit, to carry on commerce, 
nor to cultivate their land, and in confequence were perifhing 
by famine: they were likewife deprived of the ufual pafturage 
for their cattle: and, to recite the words of an old writer, 
expreflive of their bondage, “ the harp of the churchmen is 
4t changed into forrow and lamentations: the glory of their 
“ proud and ancient nobility is faded away.” * 

In this Rate of their country, the Welfh princes thought it 
prudent, upon their acceflion, to conclude a peace with the 
Engiifh king, on the following fevere conditions j of yielding 
up for ever the cantrevs of Rhos, Rhyvonioc, Dyffryn-Clwyd, 
and Englefield, being all the country from the frontier of 
Chefhire to the water of Conway.’ They were likewife obliged 

* Hilt. Gwedir Family, p. 28. 

• The bilhop of St. David, is laid, at this time, to have died of grief, and the 
hiihop of Llandaff to have been liricken blind: the bilhops of Bangor and St. 
Afaph, likewife, on their bilhopricks being entirely ruined, were under the neceffity 
of fupplicating alms, as a means of fubfiftence. Vide Matth. Paris, p,642. 

* Cynvy or Chief Water* 
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to fcrve in Wales, or in the marches, with one thoufand foot 
and twenty-four horfe, armed and well appointed at their own 
expence, whenever they were called upon ; but with five hun¬ 
dred infantry only, when the fervice fhould require that duty 
to be performed in any other place : The homage and ferviccs 
of all the barons in Wales were to remain with the kings of 
England for ever: If there fhould be any infringement of the 
peace on the part of the Welfh princes, an entire forfeiture of 
their territories was to be theconfequence. For thefeconceffions, 
after the two princes had performed their homage, Henry granted A. I). 

I247. 

them a full pardon, and the enjoyment of the refidue of North 

llcnry III 

Wales, to be held under the crown of England for ever.' 

The country from Chefler to the river Conway, which had 
been given by Henry as an appennage to his ion prince Ed¬ 
ward, was, at this time, let out to farm to Alan de Zouch, an 
Englifh baxon, for eleven hundred mark^. 1 * * He fuperfeded John a. d. 
de Grey, who was to have held it for the Idler fum of five hun- 35th of 
dred.’ The Welfh, likewife, early tailed another bitter fruit of V 
their fubje&ionj atalliage having been laid upon all that territory 
which had been lately ceded in Wales, to defray the expencc 
of Henry’s intended expedition into the Holy Land. 4 


1 Rymcr, p.443. About this time, the abbots of Strata-Florija and Conway pro, 
cured from the Englilh king the body of the late GryfTydh ap Llewelyn, whklt 

they fafely conveyed to the abbey of Conway, where the remains of that prince 
were honourably interred. Wellh Chr. p. 319. 

* Brady, vol. I. p. 605. J Matth. Paris, p. 703. 

4 Carte’s Hift. Eng. Inter. Commurvia. Trin. Term. 36 Hen. Ilf. 
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For fome years the Welfh nation, difpirited and inactive, had 
loft with their freedom every trace of their national character; 
until the demon of difeord, reviving their fpirit and genius, 
roufed it once again into action. 

Owen, the eldeft of the reigning Welfh princes, not endur¬ 
ing a partner in the throne, drew in David his younger brother, 
to engage with him in hoftilities againft Llewelyn. The two 
brothers, in purfuance of their ambitious defigns, took the 
field with a confiderable force j and fighting with Llewelyn, their 
army was routed, after a long and bloody engagement, and 
they themfelves taken prifoners, and fecured in confinement; 
leaving to that prince the foie poflefllon of what remained of 
this mutilated kingdom. 1 

The eyes of the Welfh nobility were at length opened; a 
feries of injuries had awakened them into a fehfe of their loft 
condition. A&uated by one common fpirit, the chieftains of 
Wales reforted to Llewelyn; and complained of the grievances 
which they had long endured from prince Edward, and from 
the lords of the marches; that their eftates had been taken from 
them by force, without any colour of jufticej and that they 
were alf'o treated with feverity, whenever they committed the 

fmalleft offence but that they themfelves could obtain no re- 

% 

drefs, for any injury which was done them by, the Englifh.* 
In the moft folemn manner, and with an afflifted though manly 


* Wellh Chron. p. 319. Annales Burton, p. 386. * Welfli Chron. p. 330. 

fpirit, 
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fpirit, they declared j that they would rather die in the field in 
defence of their natural rights, than be fubjedt any longer to 
fo cruel and oppreffive an enemy. Nccefiity, vn tuc, and defpair, 
influenced Llewelyn to fecond their ardour. They all deter¬ 
mined to refcue their country from its vile dependence upon 
England, or bravely to perifh amidfl the ruins of its freedom.' 


a. n. 


When men meet to deliberate, and form a rcfolution to revolt, 
a decifive conduct fliould then take place of feeble and tempo- 
rifing mcafures. The conduct of Llewelyn, on this important 
occafion, was equally rapid and decifive. lie recovered Meiri- 
onydh, and the inland country of .North Wales which had been 
lately ceded to Henry; and alfo fuch territories in Cacrdigan, 
as were in the pofleflion of prince Edward 3 and the diftrift alfo * 
of Gwrthrynion, the property of Sir Roger Mortimer. 1 


The fummer following he made an incurfion into Powys, and 

fubdued a great part of the territory which belonged to Gryffydh 

ap Gwenwynwyn 3 to revenge the bafenefs of his conduct in A. d. 

-1*56- 

taking part with the Englifli king.’ With a fpirit, which marked ^oth of 
a liberal and penetrating mind, the prince of Wales divided among 
the chiefs, his aflbeiates in th$ war, the eftates he had conquered.* 

It was certainly a right conduct in Llewelyn, having put his 
life and his crown to the hazard, to fecure the attachment of 
interefted chieftains, by fuch an a< 5 t of princely munificence. 


Matth. Paris, .p. 806. * Wclfli Cliron. p. 320. 

* Matth. Paris, p. 806. 4 Wclfli Chron. p. 320. 
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Alarmed at a revolt, dire&ed by a common fpiiit of union, 

Henry fent a large army by fea to Caermarthcn, to the afliftance 

of his vaflals in South Wales j which, having laid ficge to the 

caftle of Dincvawr, was defeated by the forces of Llewelyn, with 

the lofs of two ihoufand men. After this victory, the Welfh 

army laid wade the country of Pembroke, deftroying in its 

march the cadlcs of Abcrcorran, Llanftcphan, Maenclochoc, and 

A. t). Arberth ; and then returned, with the fnoils which had been 
, 2 • 

taken from the enemy, into North Wales.' 


It is not to be fuppofed, that Edward, a prince of the age 
of feventeen, full of fire and ambition, would fee without emo¬ 
tion the progrefs of Llewelyn, and the many valuable territories, 
which that prince, his rival in glory, had lately torn from him. 
His father being unwilling, or what is more probable, unable to 
afllft him with money, the young prince applied to his uncle the 
earl of Cornwall j who lent him four thoufand marks to carry on 
the war. But the heavy rains which fell during the winter, 
A. D. raifed the rivers fo much, as to overflow the marflies; whence the 

1256. 

progrefs which he made againfl: the enemy was very inconfiderablc, 
and bore no proportion to his fpirit, or his third: after fame.* 

The Welfh, expofed to the rapacity of a Farmer General, and 
their country often fold to the beft bidder, experienced another 
fevere caufe of complaint. Sir Geoffry de Langley’ had been ap- 

• Welfh Chroo. p. 320, 321. * Mattli. Paris, p. 805. 

J Brady, p. 721, 810. It is probable that he fucccedcd Alan de Zoulh, who had 
brought into England much treafurc in carts out of Wales. ' 

pointed 
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pointed to fuperintend that diftrid which lies between Chefter 
and the water of Conway, and to colled, in behalf of prince 
Edward, his revenue j the payment of which had been lately im- 
pofed upon the inhabitants of that country.' The rigour with 
which he exa&ed this talliage, had excited among the Welfh 
the higheft difguft. Againft every principle of true policy and 
juft ice, Edward alfo attempted to introduce, on a fudden, the 
Englifh laws into this part of Wales ;* and in order to give them 
proper force and effed, he endeavoured to eftablifh courts of 
juftice in every hundred, and in every county.* The defign fpread 
a general alarm. Horror, and the kceneft indignation were ex¬ 
cited, when the Welfh faw an odious and foreign jurifdidion 
rifing into a fyftcm on the ruins of their native laws j objeds 
which they loved with a tender affedion, and revered with a pious 
enthufiafm; as the types of their ancient glory, and as almoft the 
only veftige which remained of the Britifh empire. Private injury 
and partial oppreffion had hitherto met with partial refentment. 
But there is a degree of oppreflion, which will urge into refiftancc 
even men who are cowards by nature, and who are loft to every 
fentiment of virtue. What efforts then might not be expeded 
from the Welfh; a people, brave and irafciblc, and who were 
bred upon their mountains the indigenous children of freedom ? 

Such was their fenfe of injuries and irritated lpirit, that the 
Welfh joined Llewelyn in fucii numbers, that he foon raifed a 

« Matth. Paris, p.805. Brady, p.620. * Brady, p. 60;. 

1 Cartt’s Hift. England, vol. If. p. no, from Chron. Dunftaple, p. 321. 
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A. D. 

i*?7? 

41 ft of 

Hen. Ilf. 


very formidable force, equipped in all points, and armed gree- 
ably to the.cuflom of the country. For the greater eafe of pro¬ 
curing provifions, he divided it into -two bodies, each of which 
confided of thirty thoufand men ; attended likewifeby afquadron 
of five hundred horle, elegantly appointed and entirely covered 
with armour. With this formidable force, the Welfh prince laid 
wafte the frontier, on each fide of the river Dee to the gates of 
Chefter. 1 The prince of England, unable to refift the violence 
of fuch a multitude, and which by its own'weight had borne 
down all oppofition, retreated to his uncle the king of the 
Romans: by whofe afiiftance, having augmented his forces, he 
returned into Wales; but was ftill too weak to encounter, or 
even to give any check to the progrefs of the Welfh army j al¬ 
though Edv. -r;! had been lately joined by Gryffydh ap Madoc* 
the lord of the Lower Powys.* 

The natives of South Wales, animated with the fame generous 
fpirit, had joined in the common caufe.’ In fupport of this 
union, Llewelyn made an inroad into that country, and making 
himfelf mafter of two caftles, and of feveral diftri&s belonging 
to the enemy, he returned towards North Wales; but was inter¬ 
cepted in the courfe of his march by the prince of England. In 
attempting to oppofe the progrefs of the prince of Wales, Ed¬ 
ward received a confiderable check in the Marches, and was 
obliged to retire before the Welfh army.* Purfuing his routed 

1 Chron. Thomas Wyko* p. 50. Match. Paris, p. 805, 806, 810. 

' This chieftain refidcd in the caftlc of Dinas-Bran, near Llangollen in Denbigh* 
fliire. Welfli Chron. p. 321. 

* Holinihead, p.251;, * Matth. Paris, p.810. Welfli Chron. p. 321,328. 

Llew- 
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Llewelyn then laid wafte the territories of Gryffydh ap Madoc, 
in refentment of his late conduit.*. 

The vanity of Edward was wounded by the difgrace which 
his fame as a foldier had lately fuftained j an affront which he 
never forgave; and if his fpirit and ambition prompted him to 
the conqueft of the country, he was equally fpurred on by prid® 
and refentment againft Llewelyn, his rival in arms and his com¬ 
petitor for glory. In the fituation of the two princes, it was 
not likely that the difpute would be of long continuance, it 
xnuft foon ceafe by the ruin or by the death of one of the 

t 

competitors. 

The king of the Romans, defirous of mediating between the 
two hoftile powers, fent a letter to the prince of Wales j mildly A D 
requeuing, that he would defift from making any farther depre- 
dations. But Llewelyn, taking advantage of the rainy feafon, Hen ’ ]11, 
and knowing that the marfhes were inaccefllblc,* inftead of re¬ 
tiring from the field, laid fiege to the caftle of Diganwyj on 
the poffeffion of which he muft know, that the fate of his coun¬ 
try would in a great meafure depend.’ Alarmed for the fafety 
of this important fortrefs, Henry, who had been hitherto an 
unconcerned fpeitator, refolved to go into Wales j and in perfbn 
to conduit a war, which had proved fo unprofperous under the 
conduit of his fon. He difpatched orders to his vaffals in Ireland,, 
to make adefeent upon the ifland of Anglefeyj that by defpoiling 
that country, he might dry up the fource from whence the 


* Matth. Faria, p. 806. 


* Ibid p. 810, 


3 WelfhChron. p. 311. 

Welfh 
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Wellh had ufually received a great part of their fuftenance. He 
fummoned all his military tenants in the north, and in the middle 
of England, to meet him on the eleventh of Auguft at Chefter; 
he likewife appointed thofe of the weft to aflemble at Briftol, 
with orders to invade South Wales, under the command of the 
earl of Gloucefter. He was in hopes, that by entering the coun¬ 
try in feveral places, and in different divifions, he might diftratt 
the attention of the enemy, anti divide their force. 1 

On the advance of the Englilh, Llewelyn railed the liege, and 
retired acrofs the river to Snowdun ; having firft taken the pre¬ 
caution to’ break down the bridges, to obftruft the roads, to 
plow up the meadows, to render the fords impaffable, and to re¬ 
move the women, children, and cattle, with all the provifions, 
out of the adjacent country/ Henry did not dare to penetrate 
that formidable barrier j though he was enabled to remain in his 
poft until Michaelmas, by means of a fleet belonging to the 
Cinque Ports, which fupplied his army with provifions. His 
meafures had been wifely planned, and this campaign might have 
given the fatal blow to the independency of Wales, if Henry’s 
orders had been obeyed with fidelity. The Englifli army in 
South Wales, in Head of making a diverfion in his favour, had 
remained ina&ive; not without fufpicion of treafon falling on 
the earl of Gloucefter the general.’ Llewelyn no fooner heard 
of die intention of the Irilh of making a defeent upon Anglefey, 
than he difpatched fome vefl'els to intercept them } by which 

* Welfli Chron. p. 312. Matth. Paris, p. 817. Rymer, p. 636. 

* Matth. Paris, p.817. * Chron. Dunlbplc, p. 325, 326. 

their 
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their fleet was defeated, and forced back into Ireland. 1 Tiie 
winter coming on, and having fuffered much by a furious attack 
which the Welfli had made from the mountains, Henry once 
again relinquiflied the field to Llewelyn; and, inftead of punifli- 
ing a revolting vaflal, he himfelf, with the broken remains of 
his army, was obliged to make a precipitate and inglorious retreat 
to Cheller. 1 

Such was the defpair, which the late dilgracefill campaign 
had imprefied upon the mind of prince Edward, that lie was 
fully determined to relinquifh his territories in Wales; and alio 
to renounce his new fubje&s the Wellh j as a people, who were 
neither to be fubdued, nor, by any means in his power, reduced 
to fubmiflion. 5 

If difgracc and difcomfiture attended Henry’s retreat into 
England, Llewelyn had likewife his fhar* of difappointment. 
He had been flattered with the expectation of receiving fupport 
out of Scotland; a party in that kingdom having engaged by 
treaty, that as foon as the Welfli were in the field, they would 
make a divcrfion in their favour, by invading the northern bor¬ 
ders of England. 4 This defign being defeated, by a fudden and 
decifive meafure of the Englifli king,* the prince of Wales found 
himfelf left, unfupported by any confederate, to fuilain the un¬ 
equal prefliare of the war. 

* Matth. Paris, p. 815. Welfli Chron. p. 322. 

* Polidore Virgil, p. 313. Matth. Paris, p.819. * Matth. Paris, p. 817^ 

* Brady, vol. I, p.623. 3 Ibid. 
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Sensible of his danger, and refletting on the miferable ftate 
of his dominions, as well as on the injury which had arifen to his 
fubje&s, from their having been of late deprived of commerce? 
Llewelyn was induced, as the father of his people, to put an 
end to their calamities by a peace with England j which fliould 
be grounded upon reafonable conceflions. With the confent of 
A. D. his chieftains, he made propofals, that if a peace was concluded, 
257 and if the Welfli were rcftored to their ancient laws, to give a 
fum of mdney to king Henry, and to acknowledge his fove- 
reigntyj but utterly rejected the idea of allegiance, as a duty 
which he owed to prince Edward. The Englifli king did not 
accede to the propofal.' It was not likely that the young prince, 
affairs having taken a more favourable turn, would be inclined 
to relinquifli fuch valuable territories, and the royal dignity with 
which he had been lately inverted. The peculiar reluctance which 
the Welfli exprefled to the fovercignty of Edward, amidft other 
motives of conqucftp may account for the cruel and vindictive 
fpirit, with which, in the fubfequent periods of his life, he pur- 
fued this unfortunate nation. 

On this refufal, hoftilities continued through the winter. 

Having fummoned to his aid all the chieftains in South 
Wales, who were his military vaffals, Llewelyn came into the 
marches and took pofleflion of Powys. He banilhed out of that 
country Gryffydh ap Gwenwynwyn, one of its chieftains j and 
received the lubmiflion of the other, Gryffydh ap Madoc the 


1 Matth. Paris, p.819. Brady, p.62j. 
8 


lord 
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lord of Dinas-Bran; who perceiving the fortunes of England 
finking in the fcale, thought it prudent to return to the duty 
which he had long defcrted, and to court the prote&ion of his 
natural fovereign. 1 Llewelyn then fell with'great fury upon 
the eftates of the earl of Gloucefter, gained feveral caftles be¬ 
longing to that nobleman; and overthrew, with confiderable 
lofs, a party of Englifh who ventured to oppofe him. 1 

T o crufli this revolt, now raifed to a formidable head, 
Henry once again came in perfon againft Llewelyn; but as if 
difgrace and misfortune attended his banners, having only pene¬ 
trated a' little beyond Chcfter, he was obliged to retire with lofs 
into England; obtaining no other fruits in this inglorious ex¬ 
pedition, than the fatisfa&ion, of deftroying the corn as he 

marched through the country. 1 

• 

Earey in the lpring a confederacy had been formed by all 
the nobility in Wales; who, having fworn fealty’ to Llewelyn, 
renewed their engagements, under the raoft folemn ties, to vin¬ 
dicate at every peril their injured liberties and laws. By this 
union, princes may be taught the danger, of tearing up by the 
roots thofe habits which are grown venerable by time, and which 
by long ufage are become dear to a people . 5 

The late events had given a fortunate turn to affairs. The 
prefent profperity of the Welfh, the fpoils they had taken from 

i Welfh Chron. p.322. Matth. Paris, p. 8:8. * Ibid. 

jt Mttth, Paris, p.819, 820. * Brit. Ant. Rev. by Vaughan of Hcngwrt, p. 23. 

* Matth. Paris, p. 818. Welfh Chron. p. 323. 
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the enemy, the general confederacy which had been lately re¬ 
newed, and the return of Gryffydh ap Madoc to his allegiance, 
had diffufed through every bofom the hopes of better days. 
To raife thefe hopes into pious confidence, Llewelyn addrefied 
his followers in this confolatory and animating language. 

“ Thus far,” faid he, “ the Lord God of hofts hath helped 

us j for it mull appear to all that the advantages we have ob- 
“ tained are not to be afcribed to our own ftrength, but to the 
<f favour of God, who can as eafily fave by few as by many. 
“ How fhould we a poor, weak, and unwarlike people com- 
“ pared with the Englilh, dare to contend with fo mighty a 

** power, if God did not patronife our caufe ? His eye hath 

feen our afiliftion, not only thofe injuries we have fuffered 
** from Geoffry de Langley, but thole alfo which we have received 
“ from other cruel inftruments of Henry and of Edward. From 
“ this moment our all is at ftake. If we fall into the hands 
** of the enemy, we are to expe6l no mercy. Let us then ftand 
** firm by each other. It is our union alone which can render 
“ us invincible. You fee in what manner the king of Eng- 
“ land treats his own fubjetts, how he feifes their eftates, 
“ impoverilhes their families, and alienates their minds. Will 
“ he then fpare us, after all the provocations we have given him, 
“ and the farther afls of hoftility and revenge which we 
“ meditate again# him ? No, it is evidently his intention to 
“ blot out our name from under the face of heaven. Is it not 
“ better then at once to die, and go to God, than to live for a 
“ time at the capricious will of another, and at laft to fuffer 
“ fome ignominious death afligned us by an infulting enemy?” 

Animated 
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Animated by’ this oration, the Welfh infefted the Englifh 
Borders with inceflant inroads j in the courfe of their ravages, 
by fire, by the fword, and by plunder, they rendered the frontier 
a fcene of defolation.' 

In the courie of thefe hoftilities, the confederates made an 
inroad into Pembroke, and laid wafte that country} they likewife 
had the good fortune to meet with fait, a convenience they had 
much wanted ever fince their brine works had been deflroyed by 
king Henry.* 

Though profperity had of late attended the arms of Llew¬ 
elyn, and a generous lpirit had arifen among the chieftains in 
Wales, yet fuch was the miferable ftate of his country, that the 
Welfli prince was ftill inclined to renew his propofals for peace. 

The Englifti king acceded to the terms which were offered by 
Llewelyn, and agreed to a truce for one year. 1 His own fitua- a. n. 
tion rendered a peace equally neceffary to him. He, at this 4 ',a 5 of 
time, was deeply entangled in difputes with his barons: the Ilenryfir ' 
country, too, along the marches of England, had been ruined 
by the ravages of war: the whole confine was become a defert, 
without buildings, cattle, or inhabitants. 4 

It may raife our furprife, that a prince like Llewelyn, pof- 
fefiing vigour of mind and decifion in conduct, at a time when 
England was weak and internally convulfed, did not take ad- 

« Matth. Paris, p.819. * Welfli Chron. p. 3*3. 1 Rymer, vol. I. p. 658. 

4 Matth. Paris, p. Sxz. Holinihead, p. *57. 
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vantage of this fortunate juncture, and of the rifing fpirit of 
his country, to fix upon a permanent bafis, by wife meafures 
and decifive operations, its newly recovered independence. The 
fpirit of a people, however ardent at firft, and rifing from the 
fpur of oppreffion, will irrfenfibly die away, if not kept alive by 
a courfe of activity and enterprife} and he might have known, 
that in this perilous crifis, the decline of that generous fpirit, 
like the extinction of the Vejlal jire t would be the omen of his 
country’s ruin. 

The ties of union thus loofened, and the hurry of aCtion no 
longer engaging an eager or capricious fpirit, Meredydh ap 
Rhys, an eminent chieftain in South Wales,* not regarding the 
oath he had lately taken, revolted from the Welfh confederacy, 
and eipoufed the interefts of the Englifh king.' 

, In order to confirm or enlarge the late truce, or to con¬ 
clude a peace upon a lafting bafis, prince Edward fent Patrick de 
Canton, attended by the late revolted chieftain, into Wales; to 
confer on that bufmefs, with the Wellh commiffioners, at Em- 
lyn, in the prefent county of Caermarthen. David, the brother 
of the prince of Wales, who had been lately releafed out of 
prifbn, appeared at the head of the deputies in behalf of Llew* 
elyn. The Englifh commiffioner, having underftood that his 
own followers were fuperior in number to the Welfh, could 

* This chieftain was the fon of Rhys ap Rhys, and was the grandfon of Rhys ap 
Giyffydh, the iaft prince of South Wales. 

* Weift Chten. p. ys> 
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not refrain, on this opportunity, from indulging the innate de- 
teftation in which he held that nation. To gratify this fpirit, 
he Rationed his party in a convenient fituation upon the road j 
and, fuddenly aflaulting Llewelyn’s commiffioners, put many of 
them to the fword; the chiefs only cfcaping the perfidy of the 
Englifh by a precipitate flight. Fired with refentment, David, 
with the chieftains who attended him, having raifed the power 
of the country, feverely revenged this perfidious conduct, by 
cutting in pieces Patrick and a great number of his followers.' 
This tranfa&ion flxongly*marks in the Englifh an inveteracy of 
fpirit j and marks alfo the feeble hold which the claims of the 
Welfh had upon the juftice of Henry j when we fee that prince, 
inftead of vindicating the honour of his crown, by punifhing 
fo flagrant a violation of national faith, aflfe&ing to fhew re¬ 
fentment againft Llewelyn, for an aft of retaliation fo natural 
and juft. 

Such, however, was the defire of the Welfh prince for peace, 
or fuch the fituation of his affairs, that he once again re¬ 
newed his propofals to Henry for a truce * and more effectually 
to conciliate his favour, he offered to give that king four thou- 
fand marks, three hundred to his fon Edward, and two hundred 
to the queen.* The late affair, with a fenfe of former Ioffes,, 
had fo exafperated Henry, that he at firfl refufed to enter into 
any terms of accommodation. 5 At length a truce was fettled for 

* Welih Chron. p. 314. Matth. Paris, p.838. * Matth, Paris, p.841. 

* Matth. Baris, p. 841. 
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a. d. a year, and ratified by the commUfioners of the two princes at 

i*S9* . 

4jd of the Ford of Montgomery.' 

Heury HI. ^ 1 

The fpirit of patriotifm which had fo lately animated every 
bofom, and had afforded a ray of hope that the Sufferings of 
this injured people would at length find a period, appears, at 
this time, to be nearly extinguished. The bifhop of Bangor, 
at the defire of the Wellh nobility, was lent by the prince of 
Wales to Solicit peace from king Hemyj and to offer that 
monarch fixteen thoufand pounds Weight of filver, provided 
that his Subje&s might enjoy their ancient cuftoms and laws, 
and might have all their difputes heard, and legally determined 
at Chefter. 1 In this negociation, nothing farther was concluded, 
a. d. than the continuation of the truce for one year, which was 

*a6o. 4 

ratified by the commiffioners of the two princes at Oxford. 1 

Sir Roger Mortimer, governor of the caftle of Buellt, which 
he held under prince Edward, attended, in pqrfuance of a Sum¬ 
mons, his duty in the Englifh parliament. .Under the alledged 
reafon, that contrary to his oath that nobleman had Supported 
the Englilh cauSe, Llewelyn Surprised in the night his fortreSs, 
in breach of the truce then Subfifting j and continuing his route 
into South Wales, committed in that country great depredations. 4 
Insinuations on this account having been thrown out againft 
the condud of Sir Roger Mortimer, who was a near relation 

• Wellh Chron. p. 324. Rymer, p. 684. 

"• Matth. Welhn. p. 148. Wellh Chroi). p. 3,5. Holinlhead, p. a6r. 

* Rymer, p. 708. * Wellh Chron* p. 315. Rymer, p. 705. 

to 
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to Llewelyn; it was thought neceflary that an inquiry fhould 
be made into that affair. Accordingly he was called before the 
Englifh council, where he was fully acquitted; though very 
much to the diflatisfa&ion of prince Edward, who formally 
entered his proteft againft the decifion of that aflembly.' 

To check this riling fpirit of revolt, and to chaftife the 
Welfh for the late infraftion of the peace, fummonfes were 
fent to the earls of Hereford and Glouceftcr, to aflemble with- 
their followers on a certain day at Shrewfbury. The like 
notices were alfo fent to all the tenants who held of the king 
in capite; in the feveral counties of York, Lancafter, Rutland* 
Northumberland, Cumberland, and Weftmoreland; of Lincoln, 
Leicefter, Nottingham, Derby, and Warwick; to form a junc¬ 
tion at Chefter, and from thence to affift in carrying on the 
war. The thunders of the church were likewife pointed at the 
head of Llewelyn. That prince was excommunicated, and his 
kingdom put under an interdift, in default of immediate refti- 
tution and reparation of damages.’ This formidable army was 
commanded by Simon de Montford earl of Leicefter. That 
general, finding the fummer too far advanced to purfue his 
operations, or, what is more probable, influenced by a fecret in¬ 
clination to the enemy’s caufe, advifed the court of England to.* 
grant a peace to Llewelyn; he likewife did not prevent the 
Welfti prince at the fame time from committing depredations in. 
South Wales. 1 

• Rymcr, p. 706, ?p7, 708. ' • Ryrner, p. 708. 

» Ryrner, vol.I. p. 709, 7x0, 7x1. Guthrie'* Eogliih Hift. p. 789. 
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It is aflerted, that Llewelyn difperfed the rifing ftorm, by 
difavowing the fad which gave occafion to the war, and by 
employing the bifhop of Bangor to folicit a renewal of the 
truce. 1 It is certain, however, that a truce was fettled for one 

f 

year longer between the two princes at the Ford of Montgomery. 
In this treaty, the conditions of peace concluded at Oxford were 
ratified : That each party fhould keep pofleffion of their eftates, 
vaflals, and cattles: That the fords fhould not be flopped, 
nor any other communication, nor the woods be cut down; 
and that the cattles of Diganwy and Dilcrth, then in the pof- 
feflion of the Englifh, fhould be fupplled with provifions as 
A. D. occafion might require.* It is worthy of remark, that two 

1261. 

of fets of commiffions were iffued, to the fame effed, and in the 

Henry 111 . 

fame words j except that in the one, the name of prince Edward 
was joined to that of his father j but in the other commiffion his 
name was omitted. This was probably owing to an idea, that 
as the Welfh had conceived much jealoufy.of, and diflike to the 
young prince, the infertion of his name, as a contracting 
party, might be fome impediment to the treaty.’ 

A party of the Welfh, under the direction of their prince, 
and in violation of the late treaty) having fuddenly taken and 
demolifhed the cattle of Melicnyth in the county of Radnor, a 
fortrefs belonging to Sir Roger Mortimer; that nobleman came 
to its relief, attended by a great body of lords an4. knights; and, 
finding no enemy to oppofe his defign, he Rationed himfelf 

1 Rymer, vol.I. p.718. * Rpiier, vol. I. p. 718. 

* Carte’* Hilt. England. Guthrie’* Hid. England. 
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within its ruins. In this fituation, he was fuddenly inverted by a. n. 
Llewelyn. Finding his. port untenable, Mortimer Tent to the I ’ 6l> 
Welfli prince for licence to evacuate the caftle. It was a rtrange 
requeft for an open enemy, or a Jufpe£ted traitor to make. 

With a gallantry of fpirit, which might have been derived from 
the pureft ideas of chivalry, Llewelyn allowed him to depart out 
of the difmantled fortrefs without any moleftation. The prince 
of Wales then proceeded to Brecknock, at the requeft of the 
inhabitants of that country •, and having received their oaths of 
fidelity, he returned to Aber, fituated under Penmaen Mawr t a 
palace between Conway and Bangor, in which he occafionalljr 
r elided. 1 

The truce appears to have been continued between the two 
nations upon principles of equal juftice,, and, in fome degree, 
upon the footing of independent ftates.* Thefe treaties fuccef- a. d. 
lively renewed, did not refult fo much from any moderation in 
the politics of England, as fipm the neceflities of Henry, and 
from the nature of his government, which was weak and ftrongly 
convulfed. 

At this time Henry was lick in France The earl of Leicef- 
ter, then attending the Englilh king, and who had been deeply 
engaged in oppofition to that prince, taking advantage of his 
indilpofition, parted over into England to reanimate his party, 
and to take meafures for renewing the troubles of the nation. 1 

» Welfti Chron. p.325,326. Camden’s Brit. Gibfon’a edit, p.585. 

1 Rymer, p. 739,750. 3 Matth. Weftm. p, 149. 
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Though the earl did not remain long in the country, he feems 
then to have formed the confederacy, which long after fub- 
tifted between himfelf and the prince of Wales.* The immediate 
effects refulting from this ireaty were of conliderable advantage 
to the interefts of Wales; though of lefs importance than might 
have been expedled, if Llewelyn had waited until time had fully 
ripened the enterprife. 

a. d. The Chriftmas holidays were fcarcely over, when the prince 
47th 3 of of Wales, with three hundred horfe, and thirty thoufand infantry. 
Hen. m. jyj U p Qn t jj C marc h es 0 f England; and having ravaged the 
country as far as Wigmore, gained poileffion of two cattles, the 
property of Sir Roger Mortimer. 1 Though Mortimer was not 
able to oppofe the main body of the enemy, he was not wanting 
to himfelf on this occafion j but calling to his affiftance the lords 
of the marches, he attacked the detached parties of the Welfh, 
killing great numbers of them in various rencounters.’ For theft 
Ioffes the prince of Wales took ample revenge, having had the 
good fortune to cut off a like number of the Englifli. 4 It does 
not appear that Llewelyn, in this expedition, committed any 
ravages, but on thofe eftates which belonged to Sir Roger Morti¬ 
mer, and to other lords who adhered to the king’s caufe. Having 
wafted their territories with fire and fword, he marched his forces 
into the earldom of Chefter, to make the like depredations in 
Edward’s dominions. 1 

* Matth. Paris, p. S51. * Rymer, p. 754. 

Ilolinfliead, P .a6 3 . + Ibul. J Matth. Paris, p, 8;r. 
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The war becoming now alarming, Henry, who was returned 
into his own kingdom. Tent an order to his Ton to come imme¬ 
diately into England \ the young prince being at this time in 
France., amufing himfelf in joujls and tournaments , agreeably to 
the tafte of this military age.' Edward, placing no confidence in 
the Englifh nobility, engaged in his fervice one hundred foreign 
knights; who, deferting the femblance of war, were defirous of 
fignalifing themfelves in more perilous encounters. 

On his arrival in England, Edward loft no time in marching 
againft Llewelyn. His prefence was highly neceflary to check 
that prince’s career. For befides the dreadful devaluations he had 
committed on the territories of Edward, through which he had 
marched, the prince of Wales had already taken the caftle of 
Diferth, and the important fortrefs of Diganwy.* Thefe pofts 
were immediately deftroyed. The latter had been of the utmoft 
value to the Englifh, and highly dangerous to the fafety of 
Wales. Situated on the coaft, it was open to receive a continual 
fupply of provifion and foldiers j and, commanding one of the 
principal pafles into Wales over the water of Conway, its garrT- 
fon was enabled to cut off the excurfionary parties of the Welfh; 
and, being Iikewife a place of great ftrength, in point of fitua- 
tion and ftru&ure, it afforded to the Englifh a fecure retreat 
upon any difafter. 

On the approach of the Englifh prince, Llewelyn palled the 
Conway, andiheltered himfelf amidft the mountains of Snowdun. 

» Rymer, p. 75$. * J. Rofl?. Ant. p. 162. M. Paris, p.851. M. Weft. p. 149. 
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There was no attacking the enemy in fo difficult a poll; and, 
fortunately for Edward, as his pride might have been wounded 
by the iffue of the campaign, he was recalled by his father on 
an affair of importance.' 

The cattle of Mold, another place of ftrength upon the 
frontier, and ufually in the poffeffion of the Englifh, was taken 
A. i). and demolifhed by Gryffydh ap Gwenwynwyn, at this time re- 

1263. 

turned to his allegiance to the prince of Wales.* Thefe three 
cattles being taken, the Englifh confine was rendered almoft de- 
fencelefs. The rcdu&ion of thefe fortrefles, ftrong by art and 
nature, lying upon the frontier, and fituated near the fea, was 
an event glorious to Llewelyn, and of the utmoft importance 
to his country. And if this nation had not been finking into ruin 
with a force too powerful to be refitted, it might, by thefe im¬ 
portant fuccefles, have continued fome ages longer an illuftrious 
monument to the world, of what men are capable of performing, 
whofe native fpirit is fharpened by injuries, and who, amidft the 
recefles of their mountains, are contending for freedom. 

The difcontented humours, which had been long forming 
among the Englifh, were now come to a head and under the 
guidance of Simon de Montford the earl of Leicefter, had broken 
out into a dangerous rebellion. The two fons of Montford were 
difpatched by their father with a ftrong body of forces, to co¬ 
operate with Llewelyn in hi$ ravages on the Borders.' The con- 

' Holinfliead, p, 264. J. Rolfi. Ant. Warw*. p. 162. 

* IVclfli Chron. p. 326. 3 Carte’s England, vol. t. p. 141. 
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federate army, for a time, made a dreadful progrefs, though 
oppofed by Mortimer and other Lords of the marches, and at 
length took the caftle of Radnor, and burned it to the ground/ A. d. 

, 0 i*6j. 

As foon as Edward was informed of thefe hoftilities, he made a 47‘h of 

Hen. lir - 

hafty march from London to the afliftance of Mortimer, then 
inverted by the enemy in the caftle of Wigmore. That fortrefs 
was foon after taken by the Welfh, but not before Mortimer 
had made his efcape; who fled for protection to prince Edward, 
then arrived at Hereford/ Purfuing his rpute, the Englifh prince 
took the caftles of Hay, Huntington, and Brecknock; the cuftody 
of which he committed to Sir Roger Mortimer.’ The operations 
on both fides were fuddenly interrupted by a truce; during 
which time a treaty was to be carried on between the king and 
the barons, in the prefence of the French ambaflador/ In this 
treaty, a remiffion of offences took- place, in which Llewelyn was a. n. 

1*64. 

included as the confederate of Simon de Montford . 5 

The chance of war at the battle of Lewes, had thrown the a. n. 
king of England and his fon Edward, into the hands of the carl 481-11 1 .V 
of Leicefter. 6 To fubdue the only enemies which were now able 
to refift his arms, that general marched towards the Borders of 
Wales, ajad carried Henry with him as a pageant of ftale; 
thinking that the prefence of his fovereign would give a function 
to his own proceedings, and contribute to the credit and fupport 
of the confederacy. Sir Roger Mortimer, and the other lords 

* Huliidiead, p. 266. Stowe’s Citron, p. 193. * Ibid, 

j Holuirtvead, p. 266. Stowe’s Chron. p. 193. Mattb. Paris, p-85 1. 

* Ryracr, p» 775 , 7 8 °- * lblJ * P- 7 Sj : 7 S 3> 784. 6 Muttli. Pari*, p.S<i. 
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engaged in the royal caufe, expecting to be attacked by Simon 
de Montford, had broken down the bridge at Worcefter j .and 
having deftroyed the ferry-boats on the Severn, they encamped 
on the oppofite banks .of the river. 1 Thefe precautions prevented 
the earl of Leicefter from penetrating farther than Worcefter. 
The entrance into the country was foon opened by Llewelyn, 
his friend and his ally j who, by a fudden inroad upon the 
Englifh Borders, diverted the attention, and weakened the opera¬ 
tions of the lords of the marches.* 

The confederate army, under the command of the two leaders, 
having left prince Edward a prifoner in the city of Hereford, 
ravaged the eftates of Sir Roger Mortimer; and, taking the caftles 
A. D. of Hay and Ludlow, proceeded to Montgomery.’ An admoni¬ 
tory bull was iiTued by Ottobani the legate to the Wellh prince} 
requiring him to reftore the caftles which he had taken, and to 
withdraw from the confederacy. This mandate did not produce 
the defired effect. The lords of the marches, therefore, yielding 
to a fuperior force, and defirous of obtaining the liberty of Ed¬ 
ward, fubmitted to the earl of Leicefter. They agreed to furren- 
der to him their eftates and their caftles, and to relinquish the 
A. D. realm for one year/ Soon after this treaty, a general peace was 
S ’ concluded between Llewelyn and the earl of Leicefter, at a con¬ 
ference which they held for that purpofe at Hereford/ 

* Chronica, T. Wykei, p. 68. 

* Brady, p. 648. Annal. Waverleienfi*, p. 220. 

* Mttth. Paris, p.854. 4 Brady, p. 648, ’ Rymcr, p,8i4. 
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In the courie of the late tranfaCtions, David the brother 
of the prince of Wales, deferting the duty which he owed to his 
fovereign, had fled into England, and had engaged in the interefts 
of Henry. And taking an aCtive part againft the confederates, 
in conjunction with lord Audley, and with other barons in the 
Marches, he was defeated at Chefter with confiderablc lofs.' 
Though levity of temper and a turbulent Ipirit, have hitherto 
directed the conduct of this prince, and difgraced the tenor of his 
life, a ray of returning virtue will brighten its declining period. 

Dissatisfied no doubt with the late peace, prince Edward, 
who fince bis captivity had refided in the Englifli court at 
Hereford, efcaped out of the power of the earl of Leicefter.* 
The young prince was inftantly joined by the lords of the 
Marches ; who recovering the poffeflion of their own fortreffes, 
made themfelves matters of all the country between Hereford and 
Chefter.’ By a fudden and rapid movement of the enemy, Lei¬ 
cefter found himfelf furrounded by different bodies of troops. 
In this lituation, he had no other refource, than to throw 
himfelf into the arms of Llewelyn. That prince, refolving to 
make every advantage of the prelent conjuncture, demanded, as 
the only condition of affording him protection, a full refuta¬ 
tion to the inheritance and the dignity of his anccftors. Under 
the fanCtion of the king’s name, the fovereignty of Wales was 
reftored to Llewelyn, with the homage of all the Welfli barons; 
he received a grant alfo of the lordfliip of Whittington and the 

' Welfli Chron. p. 326. * Chron. Thomas Wykes, p. 67. 

1 Matth. Paris, p. 853. Rymer, p, 810. 
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A. r>. hundred of Elefmere; with the caftles of Matilda, Hawarden 

1265. . 

49th of and Montgomery. 1 * 3 To {Lengthen the union, and to render it 

Henry 1(1. 

more lafting, the earl of Leicefter made an offer to the prince 
of Wales of his daughter Eleanor. This -alliance coincided 
too well with his prefent and future views to be reje&ed by 
Llewelyn.* 

There is often a turn in human affairs, arifing from fudden 
contingencies, which neither fagacity can forefee, nor power can 
prevent; and which, if taken up with fpirit and wifely conduced, 
leads on to profperity, and marks in the agent a confiderable de¬ 
gree of political wifdom. Thus Llewelyn obtained in a fortunate 
moment, by his own fpirit and judgment, atting on the nice and 
peculiar fituation of Henry, the fovereignty of Wales, and an 
extenfion of territory; obje&s which many of his anceftors, the 
moft able and brave, had negociated and fought for in vain. 

In confequence of this treaty, Llewelyn made an inroad into 
Glamorgan, the territory of the earl of Gloucefter ; he likewife 
fent a body of Welfh to forin a junftion with Leicefter, to 
enable him to extend his quarters, or to force his way through 
the enemy. 1 Leicefter reaped no advantage dither from the 
diverfion made in his favour, or from the Wellh forces which 
had joined him. Having retired to Newport, he was there in¬ 
verted by Edward; and was fo powerfully affaulted by that prince, 

1 Rymer, p.814. Annalcs Wavcrleienfis, p. 219. 

* Chronica de Mailros, p. 234. Annalca Wavarleienfit, p. 319. 

3 Thomas Wykei, p. 68, 69. Annales WayerleieofU, p, 319. 
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that his ruin muft have been inevitable, had he not ftolen away 
with his army in the dead of night; which, being very ftormy, 
favoured the enterjnife. He had the good fortune to efcape 
from the enemy, and to arrive within the territories of Llewelyn. 

The manner of living to which the Welfli were accuftometl, 
chiefly on flclli and milk, and without much bread, not agreeing 
with his foldiers, his army daily confumed away. To preferve 
the remainder, Leicefter was forced to relinquilh the country; 
and traverfing through woods and mountainous roads, he at 
length with much difficulty made good his retreat, and regained 
his former fituation at Hereford.' 

The viftory obtained by prince Edward at the battle of a. 
Evefham,* gave liberty to Henry his father, and reflored the 4 8tu 
tranquillity of England. But the death of Montford, the cn- Ht “* 
livening fpirit of the whole, was a fatal blow to the confederacy. 
After fome flight refiftance, the malecontent barons laid down 
their arms, and fubmitted to king Henry; their fpirit being 
entirely fubdued, or foftened down by the moderation of his 
conduct. The Englifh monarch had now leifure to look.b.ick 
on the part which had been a&ed by Llewelyn. He had feen 
with a jealous eye that prince, through the courfe of the war, 
ably fomenting the difcontents, and powerfully alfifting th^ 
arms of the revolted lords and it was now determined, before 

1 Chron. Thomas Wyke, p. Gg. 

* The Welfli, who had reinforced the army of the earl of Leicefter, accuftomed 
to a more defultory kind of war, fled very early from the field of battle, and were 
purfued with great flaughter. Henry de Knyghton, p, 4453. 
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the army was difbanded, that the prince of Wales ihould feel 
the whole weight of Henry’s refentment/ 

In purfuance of this defign, the king of England came with 
an army to Shrewsbury. Llewelyn, without an ally to Support 
him, was not able to refill fo formidable an enemy; and rather 
than to hazard his crown, the luflre of which he had lately 
reflored, upon an iffue fo precarious and unequal, he thought it 
more prudent to appeafe Henry’s refentment by an early fub- 
miflion.* 

A. d. A treaty in confequence^took place, by the mediation of 

' 267# Ottobani the legate j which marked the mild tenor of Henry’s 
temper, and was more favourable to Llewelyn’s interefls, than 
might have been expefted from a Sovereign, warm with re¬ 
fentment, and giving law to a rebellious valfal, and a fuppliant 
enemy. The conditions of the treaty were the following: That 
all lands fhould be reflored on both fides, and that the laws 
or cuftoms of the marches fhould flill be preferved: That 
Henry fhould grant unto Llewelyn and to his heirs, the 
principality of Wales j that they fhould always be fliled the 
princes of Wales, and fhould receive the homage and fealty of 
all the Welfh barons, who were to hold their eflates of them 
in capite j except the homage of Meredydh ap Rhys of South 
Wales, which the king referved to himfelf and his heirs. The 
king likewife granted to Llewelyn the four inland cantrevs, to 

* Brady, p. 663. Matth. J?ari», p.857. * Ibid, 
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hold them in as abfolute a manner as ever the king and his heirs 
had poflefled them. For thefe privileges, Llewelyn, and his 
fucceffors, were to fwcar fealty; to do homage, and to perform 
the ufual fervices, due to the king and his heirs, as they had 
been paid at any time to the crown of England; and he was 
alfo required to pay to the king twenty-five thoufand marks.' 
The peace was concluded at the caftle of Montgomery, and 
ratified by the king in perfon; and it likevvife received, at the 
hands of the legate, the fan&ion of the Pope's authority. 1 
It is with pleafure that we furvey this gallant nation, fo long 
the fport of fortune and the victims of ambition, recover, in 
fome degree, the importance of their ftation; and, freed at 
length from the arms of a potent enemy, left to enjoy their 
freedom, for a feafon, in the bofom of their native mountains. 

The ftate of affairs in England no longer requiring his 
prefence, prince Edward engaged in a croifade to the Holy 
Land; hurried along by that fatal tide, which had for almoft 
two centuries deluged the eaft. On that elevated ffage his 
fplendid talents enabled him to perform a graceful and diflin- 
guifiied part. And during the time that this prince was em¬ 
ployed in Syria, in a romantic purfuit after glory, the Welfii 
nation enjoyed a feafon of unufual tranquillity; a delufive 


* Hen. de Knyghton de Even. Ang. p. 4436. Matth. Wcfim. p. 164. ltymer, 
p.843,844. Matth. Paris, p.857, fays £31,000. Wellh Chron. p. 327. * Ibid. 

In this year [A. D. 1270] died Gryffydh the lord of Pinas-Bran, and was 
buried in ttic abbey which his father had created in the Vale of Crucis near 
Llangollen. Welih Chron. p. 327. 
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calm, which was no more than the prefage of impending 
calamities. 


A. D. 

i*73- „ 
c6th year of 
nis reign. 


Having compofed the inteftine divifions which had long 
convulfed his kingdom, and in the bofom of peace, died Henry 
the third, king of England. His eldeft fon Edward, at this 
time fighting in Paleftine, fucceeded- to the throne. 


On the death of the late king, a fummons was immediately 
difpatchcd by the regency of England to Llewelyn prince of 
Wales, with orders for him to repair to the Ford of Mont¬ 
gomery i and there to take the oaths of fealty and allegiance to 

A. D. the abfent king. Llewelyn thought proper to pay no obedience 
I 2 73• . 

to the fummons.' And fome time after, the Englilh monarch 
himfclf, matured in the arts of policy, and renowned for 
A. d. exploits in arms, returned into his own dominions j where he 
74 early entered upon that career of glory, fo beneficial to his own 
empire, but fo fatal to Wales. 1 


Soon after the arrival of that prince in London, he was 
folemnly crowned at Weftminfter. The king of Scotland, as 
the feudatory of Edward, did homage to the Englilh monarch; 
and with the duke of Bretagne, graced the coronation with 
his prefence. ’ To perform the like duties of homage and 
fealty, the prince of Wales received a fummons to appear im¬ 
mediately at Shrewlbury; but he refufed to quit his dominions, 

* Rymer, vol.II. p. a, 3. 1 Matth. Wcflm. p. 171, » Ibid. 
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and to venture his fafety in the territories of a monarch, fo 
hoftile to him, unlefs hoftages were given for the fecurity of his 
perfon. The pledges he demanded were Edmund the king’s 
brother, the earl of Gloucefter, and the chief juftice of Eng¬ 
land . 1 This refufal was rendered ftill more difagrecable to 
Edward, as he was likely to be deprived of another fruit of 
vaflalage; for Llewelyn feemed, at this time, determined to 
folemnife his marriage with Eleanor de Montford, though he 
had not obtained the king’s confent.* The Pope, likewife, ap¬ 
peared fo fenfible of the juftice of his plea, that he inhibited 
the archbifliop of Canterbury from ifliiing any papal cenfure 
againft Llewelyn . 1 When the nature of his fituation is con- 
fulered, the caution of the Welfh prince was juftified upon the 
principle of felf-prefervation. In the bofoms of the two princes, 
jealoufy and hatred had long mingled with the love of glory 
and the defire of dominion: David and Roderic the younger 
brothers of the prince of Wales, were entertained in the court 
of England: many Welfh chieftains, alfo, who had fled from 
the juftice of their country, were under the protedtion of Ed¬ 
ward; and, influenced by every motive of hope and defpair, 
muft have been anxious to promote the deftrudtion of their fovc- 
reign: Llewelyn, likewife, too well remembered the fate of his 
father Gryffydh, to place any confidence in the protedtion or 
honour of the Englifh . 4 He furely, then, when intereft and 
hatred confpired his ruin, would have been guilty of folly and 

* Rymcr, p. 41. J. Roffi. Ant. Warw. p. 162. 

* Hen, de Knyghton de Event. Ang. p. 2462. WcUliChron. p. 328. 
i Ryraer, rol. II. p. 35. Matth. Weflm. p. 171. * Rymer, vol. II. p. 35. 
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A. D. 

'-75- 


rafhnefs in the extreme; if he had hazarded a life, of fuch 
importance to his country, on no better fecurity than the 
courteous ideas of the age, or the flulhiating principles of 
political integrity. 

Tiie king of England was now in a delicate fituation; lie 
was unwilling to relinquish his claim of vaflalage, and yet was 
not at prefent fufficiently prepared to enforce it by arms. But 
his genius directed him to purfue a wife and a middle line of 
conduit. He repaired, late in the year, to Chcfter, and fum- 
moned Llewelyn to do homage at Shrewsbury j but the Welfh 
prince ftill continued firm in his refufal to appear without a 
life conduit, and hoftages for the due obfervance of it . 1 Early 
in the next year, a parliament was held at Weftminfter, and the 
prince of Wales was again fummoned to make his appearance 
in that affembly, and to take the oaths of allegiance . 1 He 
refufed alfo to pay obedience to this fummons, on the grounds 
which he had heretofore alledged.’ 

Engaged in cor reft in g the diforders of the kingdom, and 
inftitutin^ falutary laws, Edward, for the prefent, affelted to 
diffemble his refentment againft Llewelyn; and repairing to 
Chefter, he again fummoned the Wellh prince to do homage , 4 
who ftill refufed his compliance. He likewife rejected three 
other mandates of the like nature; one of which was dated in 
Oltober in the fame year, and the two others very early in 

* J. Rofli. Ant. Warn. p. 1631 Rymer, vol. II. p. 57. * Ibid, 

1 Holinfhcad, p. 278. * Rymer, vol. II. p. 57. 
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the year following.* To juftify.thefe refufals Hill more, to 
the clergy and to the world, he fent a memorial by the abbots 
of Conway and Strata-Florida, to be delivered into the hands of 
the archbilhops of York and Canterbury, and of other bifliops 
who were then aflembled in convocation.* There is a native 
fimplicity which runs through the whole of this memorial , 5 
reciting his grievances, and j unifying his conduft, which pleads 
more ably the caufe of the Welfh prince, than could have 
been effe&ed by the exercife of the fineft talents. 

The tenor of Edward’s conduft with rcfpeft to Llewelyn, 
did not delude the fagacity of that prince. He faw, that a 
blow was meditating by the Englifh king, which, though 
fufpended for a time, would be the more fevere, and would 
fall with greater weight upon his country, from the coolnefs, 
the delay, and increafing power of that firm and fugacious 
monarch. 

Llewelyn, therefore, thought it prudent, at this time, 
to fulfil an engagement which he had formerly made; and to 
enter 1 into an alliance with a family, which might yield him 
fupport againft the formidable power of his rival. In the 
courfe of the late war, he had been betrothed to Eleanor the 
daughter of Simon de Montford, and niece* to king Henry j 

1 Rymer, vol. II. p. p. 68. 

* Wynne’s Hiltory of Wales, p. 280. Wcllli Chron. p. 329, 330. 

» Sec Appendix, No. II. 

* Her father'Simon dc Montford, cfpoufed Eleanor, dowager of William eail 
of Pembroke, and filler to Henry the third. Matth. Paris, p. 314. 
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and who, at that time, it.is probable, was too young to 
folemnize the marriage. On the death of her father, the 
young lady had retired into the monaftery of Montargis in 
France. In this court her mother the countefs of Leiccfter, 
and her brother the heir of the family, lived in great fplendour.* 
The adherents of the houfe of Montford were {till powerful 
in England; and the fame of the Englifh monarch, had made 
him the objeCt of jealoufy with the French king. To unite 
the views of the two parties in fupport of his intcreft, or 
ftruck with the reputation of her charms, now riling into 
full beauty, the prince of Wales demanded of the king of 
France the daughter of the late earl of Leicefter. Philip with 
much facility granted his requeft; and Llewelyn waited in im¬ 
patient expectation of his bride.* But the pleafing ideas, which 
the profpedt of his approaching nuptials afforded to Llewelyn, 
were on a fudden imbittered by difappointment, and loft in the 
ruder avocations of war. 

a. n. Early in this year, the young lady, who was coufin to th e 

1276. 

Englifli king, attended by her brother Amaury, a clergyman, 
fet fail for the coaft of Wales to folemnize her marriage with 
Llewelyn; but near the ifles of Scilly fhe had the misfortune 
to be taken prifoncr by four Ihips from the port of Briftol, and 
was conveyed to the court of England. Inftead of yielding up 
this lady into the hands of her lover, which the ideas of the 
age might have fuggefted, and which prudence too as well as 

* Folklore Virgil, p.321, Matth. Welt. p. 171. Chron. T. Wykei, p.104. 

* Ibid. 
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the laws of chivalry demanded, (he was detained in the English 
court in an honourable attendance on the queen.' Her brother 
likewife, was kept in confinement many years in the cafties of 
Corfe and Sherburn j nor did he at length obtain his liberty, 
until demanded by the Pope as his chaplain j and after he had 
taken an oath that he would relinquifh the realm, and would 
never be concerned in any commotion in the kingdom.* 

After fo decifive a conduCt, as the detention of Eleanor de 
Montford, all lenient meafures, and the arts of expediency were 
weak, delufive and fruitlefs. Edward now determined to exert 
every effort, which his power and his talents afforded, to obtain, 
what had long been the objedt of his ambition or policy, the 
entire con quell of Wales. Before meafures were taken to carry 
this defign into execution, the archbifhop of Canterbury, with 
other prelates and lords of the realm, defired Edward, that as 
the laft expedient, he would afford to Llewelyn one other oppor¬ 
tunity of acknowledging the fovereignty of England, and of 
yielding to its orders unconditional obedience. With this defign, 
the archdeacon of Canterbury was fent into Wales, with an 
injunction to the Welfli prince, that lie fhould appear in the 
Englifh court, and fhould there perform the cuflomary duties of 
a vaffal.* But at this time Llewelyn was in arms, and had 
ravaged the Englifh Borders; refenting the late conduct of Ed¬ 
ward, and alive to the feelings of an injured prince, deeply 
wounded by the captivity of his much loved Eleanor . 4 

r • 

i Annalc.s Waverleicnfis, p. 231,232. * Rymcr, vol. II. p. 144, 193, 197. 

1 Rymer, vol. II. p. 68. * Polidore Virgil, p. 3*1. Ilolinlhead, p. 278. 
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The archdeacon of Canterbury was ordered to make his report 
to the parliament enfuing, which was to be held on the thirteenth 
a n. of October. In the mean time the prince of Wales fent letters 

1276. 

to the king, fignifying that he would come either to Montgomery 
or Ofweftry to perform his homage; provided a fafe condu6t was 
allowed him, under the fan&ion of the archbifhop and archdeacon 
of Canterbury, the bifhop of Winton, and five other Englifh 
lords.' lie likewiie demanded that the king fliould confirm the 
articles of peace which had been concluded between Henry the 
third and himfelf; and that lie fliould deliver into his hands 
Eleanor de Montford, the lady to whom he was contracted, as 
well as her retinue j all of whom, he aflerted, had been detained 
in cuftody contrary to the faith of nations. 2 Thefe juft and 
Ample demands excited in the Englifh parliament* a general in¬ 
dignation. They granted a fifteenth of moveables to enable the 
king to reduce Llewelyn by force of arms; the prelates, like- 
wife, gave him a voluntary fubfidy; though their zeal in this 
inftance did not rife above their prudence j as they made a pro- 
vifion, that in future it fliould not be drawn into precedent. 
In the prefence of the Englifh monarch, fitting in his court, 
with the lords of his council, the judges, and a great number of 
bifliops, earls, and barons, the whole procefs was read on Noveni- 
A. P. ber the twelfth ; and fentence was pronounced upon Llewelyn 
l2/ for contumacy, for violation of the peace between him and the 
late king, and for the hoftilities which he had lately committed 
in the marches. It was there determined to proceed againft him 
as a contumacious vaflal, and as a traitor to his fovereign. It 


* Ryrocr, vol. II. p. 66. 


* Ibid. 
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was likewife refolved in the fame aflembly, that all the military 
tenants of the crown fhould be fummoned to appear at Worccfter, 
on the midfummer following, with horfes and arms, fuitably 
equipped for an expedition into Wales; that in the mean time, 
the marches fhould be well guarded, and thp forts fupplied with 
ammunition j that the king fliould prohibit all his fubje&s in 
England, Ireland, and Guienne, from holding any correfpondence 
with Llewelyn, or his adherents ; from giving them any aflift- 
ance, or fupplying them with any provifions ; and whoever vio¬ 
lated this prohibition, was to be adjudged an adherent to the 
public enemies of the king and kingdom, and to fufter ac¬ 
cordingly. 1 

The authority of the church of Rome was not filent on 
this folcmn occafion. In this in (lance the prince of Wales ex¬ 
perienced the verfatility of her conduct. The archbiftiop of 
Canterbury fent a letter to Llewelyn, and threatened him with 
the fevered cenfures which the clergy were able to inflict; and a 
few months after, his perfon was excommunicated, and his do¬ 
minions laid under an interdict. 1 

In the late negotiation, the prince of Wales had offered to 
the Englifli king a large fum of money as a ranforn for Eleanor 
de Montford.- Edward, on his part, refufed to rellore her, unlefs 
the Welfh prince would reinilate the former proprietors in the 


* lien, de Knyghton Event. Ang. p. 2462. Carte’s Hift. Eng. vol. II. p. 185, from 
Pat. 4, Ed. I. m. 6. Rymcr, vol. II. p. 72—75. 


* Rymer, vol. II. p. 71,79. 
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pofieffion of thofe eftates which he had lately taken from them, 
anti would alfo repair the caftles he had demolifhed.' However 
ardent his defire of obtaining pofleffion of the lady might be, 
the duty which he owed to his country prevailed, and Llewelyn 
rejected the propofal witli difdain. Upon which, the two princes 
proceeded in their preparations for war. 

Early in the fpring, Edward had lent into the marches a 
detachment of three hundred horfe well appointed, to check the 
incurlions of the Wellh, and to guard the confine. 1 He likewife 
made Sir Roger Mortimer general of his forces in the counties 
of Salop and Hereford, and in the adjacent countries. He ap¬ 
pointed the firft day of July for his military tenants to alfemble 
at Worcefter.' 

The experience of paft ages had proved to the Englifh kings, 
that a want of public virtue in its chieftains had been the vulnerable 
part of Wales. To feduce them from their duty at this crifis, 
was of too much importance to be negle&ed by Edward. With 
a view to encourage a defection among the Wellh lords, orders 
were given to the carl of Warwick, and to Payen de Chaworth, 
the one commander in Chefhire, and the other in South Wales, 
to receive into favour fuch of Llewelyn’s adherents, as were 
willing to fubmit to the authority, and become the valfals of 
the king of England. 4 The policy of Edward fatally prevailed. 


1 Matth. Wcftm. p.172. Annales Waverleienfis, p. 231. 

* Ibid. p. 171. Ibid. p. 33a. 3 Rymer, vol. II. p. 7a. 

* Rymer, p. 72, 81. 
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Rhys ap Meredydh the lord of Dinevawr, defcended from the 
ancient princes of South Wales, let the example of difloyalty; 
on the only condition of holding his territory immediately from 
the king, and not being fubjeCt to any other lord.' The de¬ 
fection of fo eminent a chieftain as Rhys ap Meredydh, had a 
fatal influence in the country ■, all the lords in South Wales 
followed his example; and, as a voluntary fruit of their fub- 
miffion, the ftrong fortrefs of Stratyvvy was given up to the 
Englilh ; who, for the better defence of the country, ereCted a 
caftle at Abcryltwyth.* 


The tera is now at no great diftance which is to mark 
the clofe of the ancient Britifh empire. And conftdering the 
weak and dilunited ftate of the Wellh, and their unequal re- 
fourccs, the operations of Edward in conducting the war, planned 
in wifdom and carried on with vigour, muft in the nature of 
things enfure its fuccefs. 


Soon after Eafter, Edward left London to regulate the meafures 
of the enfuing campaign, in the full refolution never to return 
until he had entirely fubdued the Wellh nation. He directed a 
fleet from the Cinque Ports to cruize on the coalt of Wales, 
with a view of intercepting the commerce of the enemy, and of 
reducing the illand of Anglefey j that the Wellh, by fuch means, 
might be deprived of their ufual refources of procuring pro- 
vifions. ? At the fame time he lent a body of troops into South, 


> Rymer, p.*8i. 


* Wellh Chr. p. 334, 336. 
1 Brady) vol. II. p. 7. 


J. Roffi. Ant. Wurvv. p. 16?. 
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Wales, to reinforce the army under the command of Payen de 
Chaworth j in order to diftraft the enemies attention, and reduce 
that country to a perfect fubmiflion to the Englifh government.' 
Each of thefe manoeuvres produced the defired effect. That the 
adminiflration of juftice might not be delayed, by the abfence of 
Edward, and the length of the war, he removed the court of 
exchequer, and the. court of king’s bench, to Shrewfbury. 1 

A. n. These meafures being taken, the king of England, on the 

1277 . 

Midfummer following, advanced at the head of a large army 
into Chefhire; intending to penetrate the enemies country, 
through that part of the frontier which borders upon the Dee. 
His forces were likewife increafed by numbers of country people 
who joined him in the marches; and who, it is probable, were 
ufefully employed as pioneers to the army; in opening roads 
through a deep foreft, which in general extended from the con¬ 
fines of Chefhire to the mountains of Snowdun.’ During this 
tedious operation, Edward encamped his forces upon Saltney 
Marfli, near Chefter.* While he remained in this fituation, lie 
rebuilt the caftle of Flint, and more ftrongly fortified Rhuddlan 
caftle j to fecure the country which he had already fubdued, and 
to afford his army a fafe retreat, in cafe he fhould meet with 
any difaftcr.* The roads at length being finiflied, and no enemy 
appearing to moleft them, the Englifh advanced through the 

* Welfh Chron. p. 324. * Matth. Wdlm. p. 172. 

1 Thomas Wykc, p. 105. Brady, vol. II. p. 7. 

+ Brady, vol. II. p. 7. Guthrie, vol. I. p. 888. 

* Hen. dc Knyghton Event. Ang. p. 2462. Thomas Wykes, p. 103. 
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level part of the country to Conway. The prince of Wales, 
unable to refill a powerful enemy, prefling on by flow, cautious, 
and decifive operations, retired to the mountains of Snowdun.' 
The Englifh monarch, not choofing to enter the recedes of that 
difficult country, calmly .waited the refillt of his policy. 

With a fatality which had ufually attended the princes of 
his family, Llewelyn had traded the fafety of Wales to the chance 
of war, and to the natural ftrength of the country ; which had 
fo often baffled the armies of England, unable to fubfift long in 
a region, broken by rocks and rivers, woods, and barren moun¬ 
tains. Not preparing for contingencies, nor obferving the mea- 
fures of the Englifli king, nor the efte&s • already produced, he 
had negle&ed to furnilh with neceflary fupplies of provifion an 
important poft, to which he and his people, in their deeped 
diftrefs, might be forced to retire.* The experience of paft ages 
might have taught him the wifdom of a different condud. Had 
he purfued fuch meafures which the nature of his fituation re¬ 
quired, he might have feen the Englifli army .wafting away j and, 
at the approach of winter, abandoning all its conquefts, and 
leaving him once more in pofleffion of his country. The talents 
of Llewelyn, at this perilous crifis, funk under the genius of 
his rival. There might be ftrong reafons, however, of which 
the annals of the times are filent, to excufe in the Welfh prince, 
a condud fo fatal to his interefts. 


* Matth. Weftm. p. 173. Thomas Wyke, p. 103. 
1 Thomas Wyke, p, 163. 
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The profpeft which opened to Llewelyn, upon the mountains 
of Snowdun, was dreary and dcfolate. His enemies were matters 
of the country below, and feemed determined, by their perfe- 
verance, to ftarve him into fubmiflion. The ifland of Anglefey, 
his ufual refourcc for provifions, was then poffeffed by the Eng- 
lifli.' No diverlion could be made in his favour in South Wales 
or in England, as the former country Lad lately lubmitted to 
Edward’s authority j and in the latter, the adherents of the houie 
of Montford* were fatisfied by having had their forfeited eftates 
reftored. The diftrefs of Llewelyn was heightened fti.ll more by 
the prolpett of an immediate famine.' 

Thus furrounded by dangers, he had no better alternative than 
to implore the mercy of the Englifli king. A magnanimous 
prince, like Llewelyn, the freedom of his country being loft, 
would fcarcely have wifhed to furvivc its ruin; if the fufferings 
of his people, crowding around him, and perifliing by famine, 
had not claimed his pity, and inclined him to hazard his own 
interefts and perfonal fafety from a tender regard to theirs. It is 
poflible, too, the Welfh prince might hope, that in the event of 
fome future day, he might again rife upon the wheel of fortune. 

In this ftatc qf his affairs, the prince of Wales lent to pro- 
pofe an accommodation with the king of England. There was 
little generofity or pity to be expedted in the terms which would 
be offered by Edward. As a firft and neceflary condition of the 

* Thomas Wykc, p. ioj. a Guthrie’s Hid. Eng. vol. I. p.887. 

* Thomas Wykc, p. 105. 
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peace, it was required of Llewelyn, that he fhould fubmit to 
the mercy of the conqueror. 1 On this bafis, the peace was 
concluded on the following terms j and afterwards ratified, at 
Conway, ^ in the abfencc of the king, by the commiflioners of 
the two' princes.* It was agreed, that all prifoners who were 
confined by Llewelyn, for adhering to the Englifli caufe, fhould 
be fet at liberty. That the prince fhould pay to the king fifty 
thoufand marks, as a compenfation for the injuries which had 
been committed, and for being received into favour. That 
four cantrevs fhould be given up to the king, and remain with 
him and his heirs for ever.’ That the adherents of the Englifli 
king fhould be reftored to all the eftates which they had poflelled 
before the war. That the Welfli prince fhould continue to 
hold the ifland of Anglefey, and fhould pay for that privilege 
the annual fum of one thoufand marks; but if he fhould die 
without ifluc, the ifland was then to revert to the king and 
his heirs for ever.* That all the barons in Wales fhould 
hold their territories immediately of the king, except the five 
barons in Snowdun, who fhould acknowledge the prince as 
their lord during his life. That Llewelyn fhould come into 
England every Chriftmas to do homage to the king. That 
he fhould repair to Rhuddlan as foon as lie was abfolvcd from 

1 Rymer, vol. II. p. 88, 95, 97. ’ Ibid. 

* J. RolTi. Ant. Warwr. p. 163. Matth. Weflm. p. 873' Aunalcs WjvctJeicnGj, 
p. 232.—Thcfc were the cantrev of Rhos, in which llood the caftlc of Diganwy ; 
the cantrev of Rhyvonioc, the chief place of which was Denbigh ; the dmt rev 
of Tegcngl, where Hood the caftle of Rhuddlan; the cantrev of Dyffryn Clwyd, ia 
■which were crc&ed the town and caftle of Ruthyn. Wcllh Chron. p. 333. 

♦ Chron. T. Wykes, p. 106. 
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the cenfures of the church, to take the cuftomary oath of 
fealty to the king; and likewife that he fhould perform the 
fame duty in London on the day appointed for that purpofe. 
That he Ihould enjoy, during his life, the title of prince of 
Wales; and that after his death, the five barons of Snowdun 
fhould hold their eftates of the Englifh king. That for the per¬ 
formance of tliefe articles, the prince fhould deliver as hoftages 
ten of the moft eminent chieftains in Wales. That Llewelyn 
fhould fend every year twenty chieftains out of North Wales, 
who, with himfelf, fhould take their oaths for the due per¬ 
formance of thefc articles. If the prince fhould infringe any of 
them, and on being admonifhed, fhould refufe to redrefs the 
fame, they were then obliged by their oaths to forfake his caufe, 
and to take part with his enemies.’ As a perfonal humiliation 
to Llewelyn, he was likewife obliged to reftore to his brother 
Owen the e'ftate he had forfeited j and to pay Roderic an 
annuity of one thoufand marks, and five hundred to David. 5 
Owen by this treaty was alfo delivered from the confinement 
in which he had been long kept by Llewelyn. His brother 
Roderic had lately elcaped out of- prifon, and had fled into Eng¬ 
land. David, whom we have heretofore mentioned, was at this 
time in the fervice of the Englifh king, who had made him a 
knight, contrary to the cuftom of the Welfh; and had given him 
likewife in marriage the daughter of the earl of Derby, a 

i Annates Wavcrlcienfis, p. 232. J. Roffi. Ant. Warw. p. 163, 164. Rymer, 
vol. II. p. 88, 90, 91. 


1 Rymer, vol. IT. p. 88—95. 
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handfome widow, and of the queen’s bed-chamber,’ whole 
hulband was lately dead. lie had been appointed the fenelchal, 
and keeper of all the cattles in Wales; and received alfo from 
the king the cattles of Denbigh, and of Frodlham in Chefhire, 
with land to the yearly value of one thoufand pounds. 1 

The terms agreed upon at this treaty in favour of the 
prince of Wales were as follows: That if he fliould lay claim 
to eftates which were occupied by any other perfon than the 
king, out of the limits of the four ceded cantrevs, juftice fliould 
in that cafe be adminiftered according to the laws and cuftoms 
of thofe parts where fuch eftates fliould lie. That all injuries 
and faults committed on either fide fliould be entirely remitted, 
and fliould receive a full pardon. That all tenants holding 
land in the four cantrevs, and in other places in the holding 
of the king, fliould poflefs fuch as freely as they formerly 
had done, and fliould enjoy fuch cuftoms and liberties which 
appertained to them before the late wars. All controvcrftcs 
arifing between the prince of Wales and any other perfon fliould 
be decided by the laws of the marches, if taking their rife in 
thofe parts j and any difpute originating" in Wales, fliould be 
determined by the laws of that country. That the advantage 
arifing out of wrecks, on his own territories, fliould belong 
to the Welfli prince? and all other cuftoms fliould be con¬ 
firmed to him which had been enjoyed by his anceftors? and 
although the prince had thus fubmitted entirely to the king’s 

\ 

« Hen. de Knyghton de Event. Ang. p. 2463, 2464. 

* Welfli Chion, p. 335. Rymcr, p. 89. Annalca Wavcilcicnfis, p. 432. 
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mercy, it was agreed, that no injury fliould be committed, nor 
any demand ever made contrary to the tenor of the peace.* 
The Englifh king, it is true, relaxed in fome degree from 
the feverity of the treaty, and remitted to Llewelyn the fifty 
thoufand marks, which he was to have paid as a compenfation 
for the ravages committed in the late war j he alfo remitted the 
yearly tribute of one thoufand marks which he had exatted 
from the Welfh prince, for the privilege of holding during his 
life the ifland of Anglefey.* 

Having thus in the late fortunate campaign completed, as 
he might think, the entire conqueft of Wales, Edward returned 
into England a mid ft the applaufes of his fubjefts. His pride, 
no doubt, was gratified, and his triumph received additional 
luftre, by the attendance which Llewelyn gave him to the 
Englifh court j where the Welfh prince did homage and fwore 
fealty to him on Chriftmas day, in the prefence of many pre¬ 
lates and of all the nobility of England.’ But an incident, 
of no moment in itfelf, refulting from the late event, and 
acting with other caufes, produced a change in affairs of the 
higheft importance to Wales. 

The barons of Snowdun, with other chieftains of the moft 
eonfiderable families in Wales, accompanying their prince to 

* Wclfli Chron. p. 346, 347, 348. 

* Rym. r, vol. II. p. 91, 92. But it appears from Holinfhcad, p. 277, that Ed- 
W.inl, duiinj; his rcfulcncc at Rhuddlan, received from ^ the prince of Wales uvo 
thoufand marks. 

•> Rymcr, vol. II. p, 9b. Matth. Wertm. p. 173. Chron. T. Wyke, p. 106. 
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London, had brought with them large retinues, as was the 
cuftom of their country, who were lodged in lllington, and 
in the adjacent villages. Many caufes confpircd to make their 
fituation difagreeablc. Thefe places did not afford a i'ufficiency 
of milk for fuch numerous trains: and they relifhed neither the 
wine nor the beer of London. Thougli entertained with plenty, 
they were not pleafed with their new manner of living, which 
fuited neither their tafte, nor perhaps their conftitutions. They 
were ftill more difpleafed with the crowd of people who at¬ 
tended them whenever they came out of their quarters; 
eying them with the utmoft contempt as favages, and laugh¬ 
ing at their foreign garb and unufual appearance.* To be 
made the fubjeft of derifion, and to be pointed at by the finger 
of fcorn, in their various journies through England, at the 
will of an arbitrary lord, could not be pleafing to a people, 
proud and irafcible; and who, though vanquifhed, were ftill 
alive to injury and infult, to a fenfe of their own valour, and to 
the fond idea of their native independence. Refenting this 
treatment, and feeling.their difhonoured fituation, they privately 
entered into a refolution to revolt on the firft opportunity; 
determined to die in their own country as freemen, rather than 
to come any more as vafliils into England, to be the fport of 
a haughty and contemptuous nation. 

It was now manifeft that Edward intended, on the death 
of Llewelyn, to unite to the Englifh crown the country which 

» Carte's Hift. En". vol. If. p. iqi. from MS. No, 39, inter MSS. Thomas • 
Mortyn, baronetti, p. 31;. 
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he had lately fubdued. A popular delufion flood in the way of 
his views. An idea had been fondly kept up in the imagina¬ 
tions of the Welfti, that the celebrated Arthur was flill alive, 
that he was one day to return, and reftore to the remnant of 
the ancient Britons the empire of their fathers. To fet afide 
this idle fancy, cherifhed by the vulgar, and which might have 
been fatal at this junfture, Edward and Eleanor his queen, 
early in the year, undertook a journey to Glaftonbury, where 
the remains of that venerated hero lay interred.' Under colour 
of doing honour to this Britifli king, and affording his bones 
a more magnificent interment, Edward ordered the body of 
Arthur to be taken out of its coffin, and with the remains of 
Gwcnivcr his queen, to be expofed to public view. They were 
then repofited near the high altar; with an infcription on the 
coffin, fignifying, that thefe were the remains of Arthur; and 
that they had been viewed by the king and queen of England, 
in prefence of the earl of Savoy, the cleft bifliop of Norwich, 
befides fevcral other noblemen and clergy. 1 It is eafy to dilcern 
the policy of this prince even in the fmaller traits of his 
charafter. 

During the kings rcfidence at Glaftonbury, a parliament 
was held in that place j at which meeting Llewelyn was fum- 
moned to appear; with the probable defign, that he and his 


» Malmflniry de Anti*}. Glafton. Ecclefinc, p.306. Gales Scriptorcs. 

' Carte’s Hift, England, vol. IT. p. 187. from Rcgift. Glaftonbury, penes Dom. 
Weymouth, p. 93. Annalcs Waverlcienfis, p. 233. Stowe’s Chron. p. 200. Guthrie’3 
Hift. England, vol. I. p. 889. 
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retinue, having feen the late ceremony exhibited, might not 
carry into their own country the leaft hope of advantage, 
from fb vain and whimfical a fancy. To this fummons, how- 
ever, the prince of Wales did not think proper to pay obedience.’ 


It is eafy to conceive that Edward, alive to his intcrefts and 
jealous of his power, would be eager to check the contumacy 
of a vaflal in Llewelyn’s lituation. To enforce his obedience, 
the king, attended by Eleanor his queen, repaired to Worcefterj 
from whence he fent an order to the Welfh prince to appear at 
his court, and to account for his late conduft. The rigor of 
this fummons was foftened by an invitation to a royal feaft 
which was to be held in that city j with an afl’urance, too, that 
he fhould be treated with honour, and that the lovely Eleanor de 
Montford fhould be the reward of his obedience . 1 There was 
a decifion in this mandate, which love would not fufter him 
to evade, nor prudence to difobey, and which foon brought 
Llewelyn to the Englifh court; where a feene was exhibited, 
from which every eye muft turn with difdain, that is directed 
by a feeling and liberal fpirit. The prelude to this feene was 
the performance of a rigorous ceremony. Being introduced into 
the prefence of Edward, the prince of Wales fell upon his knees 
at the feet of that monarch, and yielded himfelf up to his mercy 3 
he was then commanded to rife, and, in confideration of his 
dutiful demeanour, the king was pleafed to pardon his de- 


1 Carte’s Hilt. Eng. vol. II. p. 187. from Regift. Glaft. penes Dom. Weymouth, 
p. 93. 

1 Wtlfh Chron. p. 348. 
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linquency; at the fame time declaring, that if he again pre¬ 
fumed to rebel, he fhould be punifhed with the utmoft feverity.’ 
Relying on the honour of a great monarch, and duped by his 
artifice, we fee Llewelyn, a prince of a gallant fpirit, and the 
brave defcendant of a line of independent fovereigns, become 
amenable to ufurped power.* 

Having now fucceeded in his views, and, as he thought, 
having rendered Llewelyn docile in the duties of vaffalage, Ed¬ 
ward gave him back the hoftages which he had lately received; 
and alfo delivered up to him Eleanor de Montford, with the 
eftate which had been the property of her father. 1 On this 
occafion, Llewelyn engaged to appear twice in the year before 
the Englifh parliament. 4 The marriage was celebrated on the 
• thirteenth of O&ober, the expence of which was defrayed by 
Edward; and, as a farther mark cf his favour, the ceremony 
was graced by the prclence of the king himfelf and his queen. 5 
But on the very day that the marriage was to be folcmnifcd, 
and in confequence, as Llewelyn and his bride were going to 
hear mafs, the Englifh king required of that prince that he 
fhould enter into a covenant, never to protect any perfon what¬ 
ever contrary to his pleafure. The rigid fentiments of duty, 
put to To fevere a trial, were too weak to fubdue in the bofom 


* Henry dc Knyghton de Event. Angl. p. 2462. * Wclfli Chron. p. 348. 

J Rymer, vol. II. p. 125. Henry de Knyghton de Event. Angl. p. 2462. 

4 Ilenry de Knyghton, p. 2462. 

5 Holmlhcad, p. 277. Thomas Wykc, p. 107. Mills’s Catalogue of Honour, 
p. 310. 
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of the WeUh prince the feelings of nature. Alive to love and 
its keen lenlibilities, and in fear no doubt for his liberty or life, 
the firmnefs of the gallant Llewelyn funk under their influence. 
The enamoured prince, befides conceding to other requifitions, 
figned a covenant; which loofened every tie of confidence, and 
which might in future give up to the refentment, or to the in- 
terefted views of Edward, the moil faithful adherent to his 
interefts.' It is only from a motive of perfonal dillike, for it 
could not have arifen from any juft principle of policy, that we 
are able to account for the infult which was offered to Llewelyn j 
in detaining this lady fo long in the Englilh court, and im¬ 
peding the views of honourable love. In thefe traits of Edward’s 
charafter, we fee no traces of heroifm; no refemblance of the 
^courteous manners, which diftinguifhed the moft cultivated period 
of the feudal ages. 

As foon as the ceremony was finifhed, Llewelyn, with his 
amiable wife, returned into Wales j to foothe the alperity of 
adverfe fortune in.the enjoyment of domeftic felicity. 

Few incidents occur at this period in the national concerns of 
Wales. The fpirit of the people, prefled down by the rigour of 
a foreign government, wanted its ufual activity. Regretting the 
freedom they had loft, but too weak to recover it, they were 
filent and dejefled. But. the fpirit of the Welfh, though depreffed 
and rendered ina&ive for a time, urged by defpair into manly 

* WelflrChron. p. 348. 
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efforts, will foon recover its native fpring; and, armed with its 
wonted terrors, will exert itfelf again in the fields of war. 

The calamities of a public nature, which furrounded Llewelyn, 
were rendered more bitter by domeftic forrow ; in the fevere lofs 
which he fuftained by the death of his wife Eleanor de Mont- 
A * D * fordwho at this time died in child-bed. It feems as if this 

1280. 

lady, through her influence with the hoftilc princes, and by 
fbothing their angry fpirits, had given a check to the ravages, and 
had fufpended the horrors of war.* Her death loofened the only 
tie of union fubfifting between the two nations. 

We have already noticed, that the deepeft difguft had been 
excited in the breads of thofe chieftains who had attended Llew¬ 
elyn into England j and that in confequence they had determined 
to throw off their allegiance. As foon as thefe chieftains re¬ 
turned, they diffufed this fpirit throughout Wales, and it became 
the common caufe of the country. Other motives of a nearer 
and more eflential concern, affifted to fix more deeply that fpirit. 
The Welfh, in the newly fubdued country, had early began to 
tafte, in the conduct of their matter, the bitter fruits of fub- 

t 

miffion. It was the defign of that prince, by one decifive blow, 
to leave them not a trace of their ancient jurifprudcnce. When 
Edward heretofore poffefled thefe countries by the grant of his 
father, he had thrown them into diftri&s like thofe of the counties 
of England ; had appointed fheriffs with power to hold courts, 

1 Mills’s Catalogue of Honour, p. 310. 

* Henry dc Knygluon de Event. Ang. p. 2461. Baker’s Chron, p. 95. 
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had inftituted other officers, and had fent Englifli judges to 
adminifter juftice. On the recent fubmiffion of the Welfh, he 
revived thefe inftitutions. It is ftrange that a wife prince ihould 
urge on fo violent a conduct, before the lenient power of time 
had foftened their fpirits. For to tear up old habits which are 
dear to a people, is often an enterprife of danger. And when 
laws are impofed at the point of the fword, they are always re¬ 
ceived with hatred, and muft be maintained by force. The Wehh, 
• • 

as was natural, furveyed the defign with indignation and horror. 
Attached to the cuftoms of their fathers, they determined to re¬ 
ceive neither laws nor manners, judges nor juries, nor any infti¬ 
tutions which were derived from the Englifti.' 

The prince of Wales, in his own perfon, had caufe to com¬ 
plain of injuries the moft humiliating and poignant j 1 of which 
the following was an inftance. There was a fuit depending be¬ 
tween him and Gryffydh ap Gwenwynwyn, reflecting an eftate 
which he held of the king, and lying in the marches. He was 
highly difpleafed with an order he had received from the judges, 
to attend the hearing of that fuit at Montgomeiy ■* contrary to 

a cuftom 

* Carte’s Hitt. Eng. vol.II. p. 191, from MS. No. 39, inter MSS. Roger Moflyn, 

baronetti, p. 315. * Welfli Chron. p. 346, See. See Appendix, No. III. 

* It appears that Llewelyn was fummoned by king Edward to repair in perfon to 
different places, in order to receive judgment refpefting the above-mentioned fuit. 
Welflt Chron. p. 346. And it is highly probable, during this time, that the follow¬ 
ing remarkable circumftance took place. Edward being at Ault Ferry on the Severn, 
and knowing that the prince of Wales was on the oppofitc fide, fent him an invitation 
to come over the river, that they might confer together and fettle fomc matters in 

M m m 2 difpute. 
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a cuftom eftabliflied in Wales and in the marches, that all caufes 
of this nature lhould be tried on the very land which was the 
fubje£t of difpute. The tenor of the late treaty, likewife, jufti- 
fied Llewelyn’s refufal. Though the judges fent down were men 
of honour and integrity, he could not be prevailed upon to re¬ 
pair to Montgomery! concluding that fuch a mealure would 
yield up an effential article of the peace, and would derogate from 
his dignity as a fovereign prince . 1 

The idea that this demand might in future be drawn into, 
precedent, awakened at Iaft prince David to a fenfe of his own 
fituation, who might hope to fucceed to the fovereignty of Wales 
upon the death of his brother. He had himfelf already experi¬ 
enced many caufes of complaint, of fear, and of jealoufy, re- 
fpe&ing the property which he held under Edward.* He was 
fued by William Venables, an Englifhman, before the jufticiary 
of Chefter, for the villages of Hope and Eftyn; contrary to the 
cuftom of Wales, and the fpirit of the agreement under which 
he had held them of the Englifh king. That officer likewife had 
cut down his woods of Lleweny, with thofe about Hope, and-, 
had fold the timber and carried it into Ireland. He was alfo 
threatened, when Reginald de Grey the other jufticiary came 


difpute. This being refufed by Llewelyn, Edward threw himfelf into a boat, and 
crofled over to the Wellli prince ; who, ilruck with the gallantry of the action, leaped 
into the water to receive him ; telling the king, at the fame time, that his humility 
had conquered his own pride, and that his wifdorn had triumphed over his own folly. 
See Tour through Great-Britain, vol.II. p. 30$. London printed, >753. 

* Rymcr, vol. II. p. 171. Leges Wallise, p. 524. * Sec Appendix, No. IV. 
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into the country, that the caftle of Hope fhould be taken from 
him, and that his children fhould be fecured as pledges of his 
fidelity in future.* Many chieftains, the moft eminent in the 
country, had likewife much reafon to complain of injuries which 
they themfelves had received . 1 The rigorous exa&ions of the 
Englifh officers in Wales, partial and oppreffive, and repugnant 
to the manners of the people, heightened their fufferings to 
an infupportable degree.’ 

In this feafon of national miiery, when their common fate de- a. d. 
pended folely upon a virtuous union, the Welfh chieftains be- 1281 ' 
fought prince David, that he would be reconciled to his brother 
Llewelyn j calling on him by every incitement which might a£l 
upon a brave or an angry fpirit, to defert the caufe of a mercilefs 
ravager, to retrieve the honour he had loft, to return to the 
duty which he owed his country, and to fhield her in the hour 
of her danger. The fentiments. of David were agreeable to the 
wifhes of his countrymen, and his prefent views congenial with 
their own. Feeling for thofe miferies which in fome meafure, 
he himfelf had produced, and a ray of patriotifm fpringing up 
in his bofom, he confented to be reconciled to his brother, and 
to engage in the common caufe . 4 Senfible of the peril which 
awaited him, if fuccefs did not juftify the revolt; or too fufpicious 
of Llewelyn to confide in his firmnefs, he required from that 
prince an aflurance that he would never again yield obedience 
to the Englifh king, nor would ever relax in his enmity againft 

> Welfh Chr. p. 350, 351. 1 Welfh Cbron. from p. 351 to 363. 

1 Matth, Paris, p. 805. Welfh Chron. p. 336. ♦ Wcllh Cbron. p. 337. 
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him.' This condition being agreed to by Llewelyn, prince 
David withdrew privately from the court of England, and arrived 
with fafety in Wales.* 

The concert being made for a general infurre&ion, David 
opened the campaign by a gallant exploit, which was performed 
late in the evening of Palm Sunday. In the night, which was 
dark and ftormy, he took by furprife the caftle of Hawarden; 
the governor of which, Roger de Clifford, and who was alfo the 
jufticiary of Wales, was taken in his bed ; and,-mortally wounded, 
was carried away prifoner in chains to Snowdun; feveral knights 
refiding in the fortrefs, though unarmed, were put to the fword 
in the fury of the ftorm. After this action, the two brothers 
Llewelyn and David, having joined their forces, inverted the 
caftles of Flint and Rhuddlan ; the only fortrefles which were 
then in the poffeffton of the Englifli.* Thefe exploits were re¬ 
garded as the fignals of revolt. The Welfli, rifing from every 
quarter, in a moment were in arms. The fpirit of their fathers 
feemcd to animate every bofom. Rhys ap Maelgwyn and Gryf- 
fydh ap Meredydh furprifed the caftle of Aberyftwyth, and 
ravaged the prefent counties of Caerdigan and Caermarthen. 
Many chieftains, likewife, obtained pofleflion of other fortreffes 
in South Wales. Numerous parties of the Wellh, all on fire 
for revenge, poured on a fudden upon the marches of England; 
and, like the inundations of their native rivers, in rapidity and 
violence, fpread all around devaftion and ruin. 

* Welflt Chron. p.337. 1 Grafton’s Chron. p. 165. Polidore Virgil, p. 323. 

* Hen. dc Knyghton dc Event. Ang. p. 2464, fays, that they flew all the raafons, 
carpenters and other workmen employed in thefe fortrefles. 

At 
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At this time the king of England was at the Devizes, where 
he was keeping his Eafternot fufpe&ing the event which had 
happened, nor fearing the efforts of an irafcible people, whole 
feelings had been urged into a dangerous extreme. The revolt 
of the Welfh princes determined the conduit of the Englifli 
monarch. Inftead of waiting the flow ifliie which time, or luxury, 
or mildnefs might produce, he once more determined to make 
an entire conquefl: of Wales; and totally to extinguifh that fpirit 
of freedom, which, riling at times into dangerous exertion, not 
all the efforts of his policy and power had as yet been able to 
fubdue. All other concerns were now laid afidc; the credit of 
Edward, his talents, and the ftrength of his kingdom, were 
rendered fubfervient to this great delign. 

Previous to his military operations he difpatched letters to 
the two archbifhops, commanding them to iflue fpiritual cen- 
fures againfl the Welfh prince, and all his adherents . 1 John 
Peckham archbifliop of Canterbury, before he proceeded to ex¬ 
tremities, unknown to the king, as it is faid, and apparently in 
the true fpirit of benevolence, undertook a journey into Wales; 
to endeavour to recal Llewelyn, and the Welfh chieftains, to a 
fenfe of their duty.’ 

In the mean time, Edward fent a part of his forces to the 
relief of thofe caftles, to which the Welfh princes had laid liege; 
and he alfo iflued out orders that his military tenants fhoukl 

* Thoms* Wykes, p. no. Holinfliead, p. *8i. * Rymer, vol.II. p. 188. 

> Folidore Virgil, p, 323, Holinfliead, p. j8i. Wclfli Chron. p. 338. 
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aflemble at Worcefter, on the feventeenth of May.’ He obtained 
from the nobility and prelates a promife of a fifteenth of their 
moveables, and afterwards a thirtieth/ The clergy, likewife, 
gave him a twentieth of their temporalities, to enable him to 
cany on this popular war.’ As thefe aids could not be raifed fo 
foon as the fervice might require, he borrowed money of all the 
trading towns in England, which was to anfwer his prefent 
neceffities; and he defired a like loan out of Ireland from the 
merchants, the prelates, and nobility of that kingdom/ Such 
was the efteem in whieh Edward was held, that Gafton de Bern* 
defired to have the honour of ferving in the Welfh expedition j 
and even the Scots, on this occafion, offered their fervices; little 
thinking that they themfelves would foon become the viflims of 
that prince’s ambition/’ The barons of the exchequer, and the 
judges of the king’s bench repaired to Shrewfbury, with orders 
to hold their courts in that town during the continuance of the 
war . 7 A nation like the Welfh, fmall in extent, and fcattered 
over a few barren mountains, life into importance as we view 
thefe mighty preparations. 

As foon as he had concerted his meafures, the king of England 
began his march, at the latter end of April, for the confines of 
Wales. Finding that the war wasr likely to become more difficult 


» Brady, vol. 11 . p. 6. Grafton’s Chr. p. 165. Chr. T. Wyke*, p. no. Rymer, 
vol. II. p. 189. * Brady, p. 11, 96. 

> Carte's Hift. Eng. p. 192, from Chron. Dunftaple. 

* Rymer, vol. II. p. 220. * Ibid. p. 206. 

• Guthrie, vol. 1 . p. 895, 7 Annales Waverleienfis, p. 235. 
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than he had at fir fir conceived, he blued out fummon/cs from 
Worcefter, that all his military tenants fhould meet him at 
Rhuddlan in the enfuing month of June; the prelates of Eng¬ 
land, and twenty-four abbots holding of the crown, were alfo 
included in thefe orders to fend thither their fervices.' 

Edward, on his inarch to Chefter, was joined by the country 
people who inhabited the Borders, and whom he employed as 
before, in opening roads through the enemies country.* After 
Raying a fortnight in Chefter to refrefli his troops, he inverted, 
about the middle of June, the caftle of Hope. This fortrefs, 
which for fome time had been in David’s poffeflion, was yielded up 
to the king, almoft as foon as he appeared before it.' On the 
approach of Edward, the Wclfii princes railed the fiege of Rhudd¬ 
lan caftle, and retreated fiowly towards Snowdun; thinking it 
more prudent to feife every opportunity of cutting off his de¬ 
tached parties, than with unequal force to fight him in the open 
field/ The retreat of Llewelyn, for the prefent, was of little 
advantage to the enemy; like that of a lion, it was flow, 
fullen, and full of danger. Seifing a favourable opportunity, 
he put to flight a detachment of the Englifli army; fourteen 
enfigns were taken in the a61 ion; the lords Audley and Clifford, 
the fon of William de Valence, Richard dc Argcnton, 5 with 
many others were flain; and the king himfelf, defeated and in 

» Rj-mer, vol. If. p. iSR, 199. 1 Ibid. p. 207. 

* Carte’s Ilill. England, vol. II. p. 193, from Annalcs Certrcnlh. 

' 4 Wellli Chron. p. 337. * Chron. T.Wykes, p. 1 10. 
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difgrace, was obliged to retire for prote&ion into Hope caftle, 
the fortrefs he had lately taken.’ 

It was not until the latter end of autumn, that Edward was 
able to perform any action of moment. In the middle of July 
that prince refided in the caftle of Rhuddlan j and iflued orders 
from thence to the fheiiffs of the neighbouring counties, to 
fend him, in proportion to the extent of each, a number of 
hatchet men; who were to cut down the woods, and open 
paflages for his army, before it could advance any farther 
with convenience or fafety.* He alfo gave grants to feveral of 
the Englilh barons, of land in the four cantrevs, the late ceded 
country adding the incitement of intereft to the national zeal 
in his fcrvice. 5 

During thefe tranfa&ions, the archbifhop of Canterbury had 
come, a fecond time, into Wales j and had fent a monitory 
letter to Llewelyn and to all his adherents; in which he reproved 
them for their late revolt, urged them to return to their alle¬ 
giance, and defired that they would point out their grievances; 
for all of which, if juftly founded, he would endeavour to ob¬ 
tain them redrefs. At the fame time he held out a menace, 
that in cafe of contumacy, they would draw upon themfelves the 


* Welfli Chron. p. 372, from Thomas Walfingham. Camden’s Brit. p. 688,. 
* Guthrie’s Hift. Eng, vol. I. p. 895, 

1 Annalcs Waverleienfis, p.235, Wcllh Chron. p. 364, 
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fevered: cen fares of the church, behdes all the power of an 
irritated nation.' 

In anfwer to this letter, Llewelyn, affifted by his council, 
thought proper to fend a memorial dated from Aber,* in the 
latter end of October. * In a ftrain of eloquence, mild and 
perfuafivc, and which might do honour to a more polifhed 
age, he recited the various evils which he himfelf and his 
country had fuftained from Edward’s ambition, and the rapine 
of delegated power ; and with a firmnefs, foftened by piety and 
meeknefs, he demanded that juft ice, from the rights of nature, 
and from the fpirit of the treaties fubfifting, which the king 
of England had hitherto denied him.* 

The like memorials were font by David the brother of the 
Welfli prince, by the men of Rhos, by Rhys Vychan of Strath* 
Towi, by Llewelyn and Howel the fons of Rhys, by the fons 
of Meredydh ap Owen, by the chieftains of Strath-AIyn,'|- 
by the men of Penlhyn, by Gronw ap Heilyn, and by the 
nobles of Englefield. 4 It was likewife declared by Llewelyn 
and his council, that if their grievances were redreffed, if their 
native laws and rights were preferved, and if their jfafety in 
future might depend upon the tenor of the late treaty, that they 
were willing to enter into a lafting peace with England. 5 

• J. Rofli. Ant. Warw. p. 165. Chron. T. Wykcs, p, no. Welfli Chr. p. 338—34’. 
Sec Appendix, No. V. 

* Garth Cclyn. 1 See Appendix, No. VI. 3 Welfli Chron. p.340—350. 

•f I'ftrad Altai. * See Append. No. VII—XV. Welfli Chr. p. 330—364. 

5 Wellh Chron. p. 343, taken from the Records of Cantcrbuiy. 
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Tlicrc is a force in thefe recitals, thus arranged and authen¬ 
ticated, expreffive of the wretched fituation of the Wellh; all of 
them complaining of injuries, of the violation of treaties, and 
of the power of the mighty over the weak. 

As foon as Llewelyn and the Wellh chieftains had delivered 
thefe memorials, in j unification of their revolt, the archbilhop 
returned to the king; and urged that prince to attend to their 
complaints, and to redrefs their wrongs; or at lead:, he defired, 
that the idea of thefe complaints being juftly founded might in 
fomc mcafurc extenuate their faults. The anfwer returned by 
the Englifli prince was, that though there was no cxcufe to be 
found for their conduct, yet he was Hill defirous of doing juftice 
to their complaints. Availing himfelf of an anfwer, which car¬ 
ried with it the appearance of mildncls, the archbilhop requeued 
the king that the complainants might have free acccfs to his 
prcfcnce, to unfold their griefs, and to plead their own caufe. 
The reply which Edward made was dark and evalive, and un¬ 
worthy of fo great a prince j lie faid, “ that they might freely 
“ come, and depart, if it Ihould appear, that in jujiice they 
“ ought to return in fafety.”* 

On the ftrength of this anfwer, arbitrary as it was, and the 
deepeft danger lurking within it, the archbilhop repaired again 
to Snovvdun, to renew the negotiation with the prince of Wales; 
in hopes of prevailing on him, by proper fubmiflion, to avail 


* WelfliChron. p. 363, 364* 
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himfclf of what that prelate conceived to be, or might, wifh 
to rcprcfent as the gracious difpofition of the king.' Llewelyn 
and his council were not caught in the fnare which was laid 
for their fafcty. They clearly faw into the defigns of the 
Engtifli monarch. They faw, at this moment, all that was dear 
to men and to citizens at flake; their lives, their families, their 
country, its liberties and laws, with the cuftoms of their fathers: 
arid they faw, too, that this was the crifis for manly refiftancc. 

Impressed with fuch fentiments as thcfc, it was not likely 
that any argument, dclufive or friendly, which was in the 
power of the archbifhop to offer, could accomplifh his views, 
or could fhake the firmnefs of Llewelyn and his council. After 
much conference on the fubjedl, debated with a fpirit and 
ferioufnefs fuited to its importance, he was defired by the 
prince of Wales to return to his fovereign, with this generous 
and manly declaration; “ that, as the guardian of his people’s 
“ fafety, his confcience alone fhould dircdl his fubmiffion ; nor 
“ would he confent to any compliance which might derogate 
«* from the dignity of his Ration.” We eafily conceive that 
the pride of Edward was wounded, and his indignation excited 
by a reply, fo little expected, though fo worthy of a patriot 
prince. On its being reported to the Englifh king, he de¬ 
clared ; “ that no other terms fhould be in future offered to 
“ the Welfh, than the entire and unconditional fubmiffion of 
“ Llewelyn and his people.” * 


* Welfli Cliron, p. 364. 1 WelQi Chrou. p. 364. 
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Sensible that the prince of Wales would never recede from 
the refolution he had formed, the archbifhop of Canterbury 
interceded with the king, that on a fubjefk of fuch weighty 
concern, he might have a conference with thofe noblemen, who 
at that time were prelent in the Englilh army. Edward con¬ 
tented that fuch a conference Ihould be held; the refult of which 
was, that three feparate propofals Ihould be fent to the Wellh 
princes, and to their council, as the only bafis on which any 
peace could be eftabllhed.' 

During this negotiation, the prince of Wales remained in 
his palace at Aber; and the Wellh army, it is moft pi'obablc, 
was Rationed on the heights above upon Penmaen Mawr. 1 

The firlt of thefe propofals, which was ordered to be read in 
public, before the two princes and the chieftains alfcmbled in 
council, fignified; that no treaty whatever could take place re- 
fpedting the iiland of Angletey, the four cantrevs, and the eftates 
which were already granted by the king to the Englilh lords j 
that if the tenants of thofe cantrevs Ihould think proper to 
fubmit to their fovereign, they Ihould, in that cafe, be treated 
in a manner becoming the tnajejly of the king. In refpedt 
to Llewelyn, no terms whatever were offered to him j he was 
to yield himfelf up without any condition. 1 

* Welili Chron. p. 364. 

* It was con fill c red as the ftrongeft fortification which the Wclfli poiTciTcd in 
the mountains of Snowdun, and capable of containing 20,000 men. Sec Camden’s 
Britan. Gibfon’s edit, p, 673. 

1 See Appendix, No, XVI. Welfli Chron. p. 364, 365. 
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The fecond propofal was to be prefen ted in fecret to the 
prince of Wales, and was no doubt intended as a fnare to his 
honour.' It was there propofed, that he fliould yield himfelf up 
to the mercy of Edward, and fhould quietly relinquilh the 
pofleflion of Snowdun; as a cordial, however, to be thrown 
into the bitter cup, the Englifh nobility promifed to prevail, if 
poffible, with the king, that he fhould provide for Llewelyn’s 
daughter fuitably to her Ration j that he fliould allow him 
one thoufand pounds a year, and a refpedable county in Eng¬ 
land. If that prince fliould marry again, and fliould have heirs 
male, they promifed to entreat the king, that this annuity, and 
the faid county, fliould be fettled on thofe heirs for ever ; and 
that the king fliould alfo provide for the adherents of the Welfli 

prince, in a manner iuitable to their eftates and conditions.* 

• 

The third propofal was intended to feducc or to intimidate 
David from his duty ; and was ordered, that in the like manner, 
it fliould be read to that prince in fecret.* If he would confent to 
take the CroJ's, and to go into the Holy Land, he fliould have a 
provifion made for him agreeable to his quality; on the con¬ 
dition, however, that he fliould never return from thence unlefs 
lie fhould be recalled by the king; and as a farther inducement, 
the negociators alfo promifed to entreat their fovereign, that 
he fhould provide in a fuitable manner for his daughter/ 

The concefllons expetted from Llewelyn, the Angular re- 
quifition made to prince David, and the general fubmiffion de- 

* Appendix, No. XVII. * Welfli Cliron. p. 365. See Appendix, No. XVI. 

1 See Appendix, No. XVIII. * Welfli Chron. p. 366. 
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mantled from all, were enforced by the terror of ecclefiaftical 
cenfures; and in cafe of difobedience, a menace was thrown 
out, that the Welfli nation fhould be entirely exterminated. Such 
were the conditions of peace propofed by an interefted nobility; 
and wanting as they did the fan&ion of Edward, though imme¬ 
diately formed under his influence, they were mean, perfidious, 
and arbitrary; or, at lcaft, they carried with them a dark and 
fufpicious afpe6h 

It was not in the nature of Llewelyn, when the deareft 
concerns of his people were mingled with his own, to entertain 
an idea of intereft exclufive of theirs, or to engage with the 
common enemy in any fecret intercourfe, or partial negociation. 
The propofals fent by the archbifhop, were openly difeufled in 
the'prefence of Llewelyn, of his brother David, and of the 
chieftains who compofed his council. The rcfult of which was, 
that three different memorials fhould be returned to that prelate, 
which would declare their fentiments of the terms which had 
been offered; and would convey to the Englifh monarch their 
laft, folemn, and decifive determination. 

In a ftile of fimplicity which might have carried conviction 
to the mind, the prince of Wales informed the archbifhop;* 
that the terms he had brought, were neither honeftly intended, 
nor could they be fafely confided in; that though he himfelf, 
through weaknefs or intereft, fhould be inclined to liften to the 
feparate advantage propofed, his people and all the chieftains in 


' See Appendix, No. XIX. 
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Wales, aware of the mifchievous tendency, would refufe their 
confcnt; as hot being bound to yield up their rights to any mean 
compliance in their prince; He dciired likewife, as the means 
of eftablifhing an honeft and durable peace, that the archbifhog 
would have refpeft to the memorials which were then fent by 
himfelf and by his council: He faid too, that it would have 
been more honourable to the king, and more agreeable to reafon, 
if he had been permitted to continue on the land of his fathers* 
rather than that his territories fliould be wrefted from him, and 
fhould be given to foreigners.' 

With a force of reafoning, refulting from a manly and dif- 
coining fpirit,* the Welfh chieftains who formed the prince’s 
council, declaredthat no peace could be made, unlefs the four 
cantrevs were included in the treaty j. as they had always be-* 
longed to the princes of Wales from the earlieft period of their, 
hiftory; and were alfo confirmed by the fan&ion of the Pope K 
and by the treaty with Henry the third. The tenants of thole, 
cantrevs likewife declared, that they did not dare to fubmit to the 
king; as he had neither kept covenant, nor oath, grant, nor 
charter, with the prince, nor with his people. Llewelyn’s council 
told the archbilbop, that they themlelvcs, for thefe reafons, wera. 
afraid to come into the prefence of the king; much lefs would, 
they fuller their prince to hazard his perfonal fafety: They re¬ 
jected alfo the annuity of one thoufand pounds, as being offered, 
by men, who were attempting to vvreft from Llewelyn his heredi- 

* See Appendix, No. 3 QX- 
O o o tary 
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tary dominions, and which they were defirous of enjoying them- 
felves: They faid, that it would neither be confident with pru¬ 
dence nor his duty, for their fovereign to relinquifti his native 
demefnes, and to accept of other territories in England; un¬ 
acquainted as he was with its laws and cuftoms, its language 
and manners: That he muft likewife hold thofe eftates, fituated 
amidft his enemies, on a very precarious tenure: They added, 
likewife, that it was not probable, that the king, defirous of taking 
from him his barren inheritance in Wales, would long allow 
him to enjoy the cultivated land of England: They declared, 
that they would not fuffer their prince to give up to the king 
the poffeffion of Snowdun, appertaining to his fovereignty from 
the earlieft times, and meanly to accept of what might be thought 
an equivalent in England: The people of Snowdun, alfo, de¬ 
clared; that though Llewelyn ftiould relinquifii his own rights, 
that they themfelves would never do homage to foreigners, with 
whofe habits*of life they were entirely unacquainted; left they 
(hould be as cruelly treated as the inhabitants of the four cantrevs 
had been; a recital of whofe injuries had already been fent to 
that prelate.* The fpirit of a free conftitution, in reftraining 
the will of the fovereign, is diffufed through the whole of this 
interefting memorial. 


There is fomething peculiarly touching in the memorial fent 
by prince David.* He faid, that when he felt himfelf difpofed 
to vifit the Holy Land, his motives ftiould be pure and voluntary; 


* Wclfh Chron. p. 368, 369. See Appendix, No. XX. 
1 Appendix, No. XX[. 
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influenced by a fpirit of piety, and not enforced by the arbitrary 
will of another. Devotion that* i9 forced, he laid, is dilpleaflng 
to God; and, if ever he fliould undertake fuch a journey, his 
pofterity fliould be rather rewarded for their father’s piety, than 
that they fliould, on that account, have their inheritance taken 
from them. It was not the Welfli, he faid, who were the movers 
of the war} no luft of avarice, no rage for ccnqueft on their 
part began it> they had only defended their own country, their 
liberties and laws, againfl: the avarice, the cruelty, and hatred of 
the Englifli king and his people. For the truth of which, he 
lolemnly appealed to Godj calling on him to avenge their wrongs*, 
and to vindicate their caufe. He forbad the archbifhop to fulmi¬ 
nate his cenfurcs againfl: any but thofe who had been the caufe of 
thefe enormities; and as the Welfli had fuftcred fuch evils at the 
hands of the king’s officers, he hoped that they fliould receive 
at his hands remedy and comfort. “ Very many do marvel,’* 
faid he, “ that you do counfel us to leave our own land, and go- 
** to other men’s lands among our enemies to livefor as we 
c * cannot have peace in our own country, what reafon have we 
“ to hope that we fhall remain in quiet in that of our enemies ? 

“ Though it be hard to live in war and danger, it is ftill more 
“ hard,” faid he, “ to be utterly deftroyed, and be brought to 
“ nothing. The fear of death, the fear of imprifonment, the 
“ fear of having our eftates torn from us; no keeping of promife,, 

“ covenant, grant, or charter, in fliort, a moft tyrannical do- 
*« minion, are among the many caufes which urge us to war.” 

To the remedy of thefe evils he defired of the archbiftiop his 
pious and charitable aid. He concluded this moving addrefs, by 

faying,. 
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faying, “ If any perfon in England offends the king, his eftate 
“ is not taken away; if one of our own people fhould commit 
“ a fault, let him be punifhed agreeably to juftice, but not en- 
tirely to his ruin. As we truft in you , we pray you, holy 
“ father, to labour to this end. If they lay to our charge that 
“ it is we who have broke the peace, it is evidently clear, from 
“ fails, that it is they, and not we, that are in fault; they who 
“ never kept promife, or covenant, or order, or made any fatis- 
“ failion for trefpafles, or remedy for our complaints.” * It is 
with pity and admiration that we fee a band of heroes and 
patriots, Rationed upon their only mountain, calmly and with 
firmnefs afierting their rights, and making their laft ftruggle for 
freedom. The fcene is folemn and interefting; and, in many 
points of refemblancc, prcfents the image of Leonidas in the 
Straits of Thermopyke. 

All conference was now at an end j the late negociation had 
clearly fhewn that the fentiments of the two powers were en¬ 
tirely incompatible. No longer purfuing, in the fpirit of benevo¬ 
lence, the rights of this injured people, the archbilhop of Canter¬ 
bury pronounced them accurfed, and thundered againfl: them the 
whole force of ecclefiaftical judgments.* 

. During thefe trailfa&ions, the roads being opened, and his 
reinforcements arrived, Edward about the firft of November left 


’ Thefe memorials were taken from the Records of John Peckham orehbithop of 
Canteibury, who was Edward’s ambaflador on this occalion. Wclfh Chron. p. 371. 

1 J. Roffi. Ant. Warw. p. t6e. Welfli Chvoiv. p. -?7 r • 
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Rhuddlan,' and advanced to Conway; near which town he 
Rationed his army in advantageous fituations. His horfc were 
encamped on the plains which lay at the foot of the mountains 
of Snowdun ; with a view of fecuring the avenues of the coun¬ 
try to the eaft and to the fouth ; and the infantry were ported 
on the fides of the hills under cover of the woods. 4 The treaty 
being ended, and not able to bring the enemy to a&ion, Edward 
ordered a ftrong detachment of marines and other forces, in the 
veflels of the Cinque Ports, to take pofleffion of Anglefey. The 
manoeuvre was wifely planned ; the luccefs of which would not 
only deprive the Welfh of the advantage of that ifland, as a 
fource of provifions, but would alfo confine them in narrower 
limits; and by dividing their attention, would facilitate his 
entrance into the country. This fervice was performed with all 
imaginable fucccfs; the ifland was eafily taken; the chief perfons 
in it having fupported the intcrefts of Edward, agreeably to the 
oaths which they had taken at the late peace.’ With a view of 
obtaining pofleffion of the mountains upon the rear of the 
enemy, or of forming a jun&ion with the other part of the army, 
in the very heart of their country; preparations were made to 
pafs the water of Menai, which runs between Anglefey and the 
coart of Caernarvon. 

There is a point of land, nearly oppofite to Bangor, called 
Moel-y-donn, where the water is much narrower than in other 
parts of the Straits. From this place, theEnglilh formed a bridge 

' Chron. T. Wyke, p. uo. 4 Polidorc Virgil, p. 3,3 Holinfliead, p. 181. 

1 Wvllli Chron. p. 571. P. Virgil, p. 324. J. Rolli. Ant. Warw. p. 165. 
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of boats which were chained together, and over which a platform 
of boards was raifed, wide enough for fixty men to march in 
front.' To counteract this defign, the Welfh threw up entrench¬ 
ments, at fome diftance, on their fide of the river; to check the 
enemies advance, and to fecure the pafles into their mountains.* 
Before the bridge was entirely finifhed, a party of Englifh, at¬ 
tended by the Gafcon lords, who, with a body of Spanifh troops, 
were then in the fervice of Edward; defpifing the Welfh for 
the eafy conqueft of Anglefey, pafled over the Menai at low 
water, with a confiderablc force; to reconnoitre their works, or 
to give a difplay of their own valour. Richard ap Walwyn, 
who commanded in thefe pofts, knowing that the tide would 
foon flow, and cut off the enemies retreat to the bridge, re¬ 
mained quiet within his entrenchments; and neither oppofed 
their pafiage, nor molefted their advance up into the country.’ 
As foon as the Menai had rifen fo high, as to prevent any com¬ 
munication with the ifland, the Welfh in great multitudes rufhed 
down from the mountains ; aflaulted the enemy with loud out¬ 
cries, and purfued them with great daughter into the water; in 
which many were drowned, encumbered with the weight of their 
armour. Fifteen knights, thirty-two efquires, and one thoufand 
common foldiers were (lain, or periflied in the Menai. Among 
others who fell in this day’s difafter, were Lucas de Taney the 
leader of the foreign troops, William de Dodingefeles, and Wil- 

’ Welfli Chr. p.372. Holinftiead, p. 281. Annales Waverlcienfis, p. *35. Polidore 
Virgil, p. 3*4. Hen. de Knyghton de Even*. Ang. p, *464. 

* Carte, vol. I. p. 193. 

* Wcllh Chron. p. 372. Guthrie, vol. I. p.896, from Liber Pctcrburgi. 
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liam de la Zouch. The lord Latimer, who commanded the Eng- 
lifli in this detachment, had the good fortune to recover the 
bridge by the ftoutnefs of his horfc." 

This difalter was a fevere check to the views of Edward. 
His fituation was now become critical’, humiliating, and dan¬ 
gerous: Befides the lofs he had fuftained, the winter was in 
advance: his two armies could have no communication by land j 
the delign, likewife, of a diverlion was rendered impracticable. 
The Wellh, high in Ipirits, and mailers of the defiles, were 
Itrongly entrenched on their mountains j the caftle of Snowdun 
was filled with foldiers, and furnilhed with plenty of provifions ;* 
and they had feen, too, that even Edward and his foreign troops, 
with all their ftratagems of war, were not invincible. This fuccefs 
they regarded as a prefage of future profperity. Their hopes 
began to revive, and their views to extend; which were heightened 
Itill more by a prophecy of Merlin, long cherilhed among the 
Wellh i that Llewelyn lhould one day wield the feeptre of Brutus, 
the fuppofed founder of their empire. ’ It is polfible, too, that 
the Wellh prince, himfelf, might indulge the fame hopes, from 
a like delufive fource, the prediction of a loothfayer. When he 
firll began the revolt, he confulted an aged woman, who was 


* Holinllicad, p. a8i, fays that only two hundred foot foldiers periflied. Guthrie’s 
Hift. Eng. p. 896, from Liber Peterburgi. Wellh Chron. p. 371. Polidore Virgil, 
p. 324. Hen. de Knyghton Event. Ang. p. 2464. Mattb. Wcilm. p. 176. 

* Hen. dc Knyghton.de Event. Ang. p.2464. Grafton’s Chron. p. 165. 

1 Polidore Virgil, p.324. Brady, voL II. p. 9. Matth. Wcflm. p.176. Annalcs 
Waverleicnfis, p. 235. 
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a reputed prophetefs, refpetting the iffuc of the war$ who acl- 
vifed him to purfue the enterprife with fpirit, and allured him 
all’o, that in the event he would ride through Cheapfule in 
London with a crown upon his head.' 

In this Hate of things, unable to advance, and too proud to 
rclinquilh the delign, Edward retired'to Rhuddlan. 1 From this 
A. d. place, on the twenty-fourth of November, he iflued out fum- 

1282 

monfes to the fheriffs of Norfolk and Suffolk, to the following 
effedt. “ Whereas Llewelyn, the fon of Gryffydh, and other 
Wellhmen his accomplices, our enemies and rebels, have lo 
“ often, in the times of us and our progenitors, difturbed the 
“ peace of England, and do Hill continue in the fame courfe; 
“ and forlhat, by the advice of our great men, and the whole 
** community of the land, we propound finally to reprefs their 
41 rebellion and inftability, fo as it lhall not be in their power 
“ to difturb the peace of the nation when they pleafe, although 
“ that it feems to be a very great charge, and a mod difficult 
“ undertaking : We therefore command that you caufe to come 
“ before us on the twentieth of January, at Northampton, or 
“ before our commiffioners, all thofe of your bailiwic that have 
“ twenty pounds a year, and upwards, who are able and fit to 
“ bear arms, and who are not prelent with us, in our expe- 
“ dition againll the Wcllh; and four knights of each county, 
“ for the community of the fame counties, having full power 
“ from them ■, and alfo of every city, borough, and Market town, 
“ two men for the commons of the fame; to hear and do 

* llolinfiicitd, p. j8i. * * Brady, toI. II. p> io. 
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“ things, which, on our behalf, we (hall caufe to be fhewn 
unto them.” The like precept was fent to the ffieriff of every 
county in England j with this difference only, that the people, 
lb ordered by the writs of the counties of York, Cumberland, 
Weftmoreland, Northumberland, and Lancafter, were to aflfem- 
ble at York. The clergy and prelates of England were alfo re¬ 
quired to perform their fervices, in carrying on this neceflary 
war.' The nature of thefe precepts, and the warlike appoint¬ 
ments fo extenfive, mark the eager Ipirit of Edward, as well as 
the idea which that prince entertained of the difficulty and im¬ 
portance of the enterprife. But an event happened loon after, 
fudden and unforefeen, which clofed with glory the life of 
Llewelyn, and decided the fate of the Wellh nation. 

The earl of Gloucefter, affifted by Sir Edmund Mortimer, 
had been fent with an army into South Wales, to reduce that 
country; and to check the depredations of Rhys ap Maclgwyn, 
and Gryffydh ap Meredydh, the two chiefs who had taken up 
arms in favour of Llewelyn, and had ravaged the prefent counties 
of Caerdigan and Caermarthen. Thefe chieftains, a little time 
before, had been defeated by the earl of Gloucefter, near to 
Llandeilo-Vawr, with the lofs only on the enemies part, in 
perlons of note, of five knights, and of William de Valence, 
coufin to the Englilh monarch.* 

* Brady, vol. II. p. to. 

* J. Roffi. Ant. Wartv. p. 165. Wellh Chron. p, 371. Hunifrey LljujrJ’i Bn v. 
p. 60. 
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The late fuccefs of the Wellh, in the a&ion of the Menai, 
had fet on fire their enthufiaftic fpiritj they confidered it as 
a miracle which had been wrought in their favour. Confident, 
on the faith of the ancient prophecies, that in the perfon of 
Llewelyn, the empire of their fathers would be reftored j they 
urged that prince to adt with intrepidity, to feife this fortunate 
moment, and to aflault the Englilh in their turn, feparated 
and difpirited by the lofs which they had lately fuftained.' 
Llewelyn thought this an enterprife of too much importance, 
to engage in it without farther reinforcements , which he was 
not without hopes of receiving, as he had entered into a large 
correfpondence with many of Edward’s fubjedts in the marches, 
and in South Wales . 1 In hopes, by thefe means, of drawing 
together a great body of troops, to enable him to ftrike fo de- 
cifive a blow; or by his prefence to re-animate his party, he 
determined to go into South Wales. Thinking the quarter of 
Snowdun lafe for the winter, he left his brother David to 
guard the pafles of thofe mountains ■, and the prince of Wales 
himfelf, with a body of forces, marched to the aid of his ad¬ 
herents who favoured his caufe in that country where, having 
overrun the territories of Caerdigan and Strath-Towi, he ravaged 
the eftates of Rhys ap Meredydh . 4 


• Matth. Weftm. p, 176. P. Virgil, p. 3*4. Brady, vol.IT. p.9. 

* Guthrie’* Hift. Eng. p. 897. 

* Annal. Waverleienfis, p. 235. Polidore Virgil, p, 324. Matth. Weftm. 

p.176. 

4 J. Roffi. Ant. Warn. p. 165. Welflt Chron* 373. 
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The king, having intelligence of the fudden movement of the 
Welfli prince, difpatched orders to Oliver de Dineham, and 
other noblemen in the weft, to pafs over the mouth of the 
Severn to Caermarthen, and to give their fupport to his generals 
in that country.' 

Llewelyn, having fo far fucceeded in his enterprife, pro¬ 
ceeded with his forces to the cantrev of Buellt; where, by 
agreement, he was to hold a conference with fome of the lords 
of that diftridt* .. As he had not any thing to fear from the 
fouthern quarter, his only anxiety was to fecure the principal 
pafs into the country, that no danger might arife from the 
north. With this defign, having pofted the main part of his 
army on the fummit of a mountain, near the river Wye; he 
ftationed a body of troops at a bridge, called Pont Orewyn, 
which commanded the paifage over that river. 1 Having thus 
fecured himfelf, as he thought, from the fudden attack of any 
enemy; the prince of Wales, unarmed, and attended by his 
efquire alone, proceeded into the valley, where it had been agreed 
upon that the conference fliould be held. 4 There is every reafon 
to fuppofe that the dcfign was betrayed by the very lords whom 
Llewelyn had appointed to meet.' In a moment after his de¬ 
parture, the bridge was attacked by John Gifford, and Sir Ed¬ 
mund Mortimer, at the head of a body of men who were natives 
of Buellt i the latter nobleman, or his father, being lord of 

i Rymcr, vol. II. p. 223. * Welfli Chron. p. 373. 

* Ilolinfliead, p. 281. 4 Hen. de Knyghton de Event. Ang. p. 2464. 

J Humfofy Lhuyd, p. 59. Welfli Chron. p. 373, 
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that country.' The poll was maintained with fuch fpirit by 
the Welfh, that the Englifh lords were not able to make any 
impreffion, until Helias Walwyn, who was probably a native 
of the country, decided the conteft; by pointing out to the 
enemy a paflage through the river, though fomewhat dangerous, 
which lay below, at a little diftance from the bridge. 1 A 
detachment was fent under the conduct of Walwyn, to ford 
the river j and with fome difficulty they made good their pafTage. 
Affaulted in the front and rear, the Welfh relinquifhed their 
poftj and the remainder of the Englifh army palled over the 
bridge.* 

The prince of Wales, all this time, was waiting in a fmall 
grove, the place which had been appointed for the meeting of 
thofe chieftains, with whom he was to hold the conference. 
On the enemies firft affault, his efquire came to inform him that 
he heard a great outcry at the bridge. The Welfh prince enquired 
with eagernefs if his foldiers were in poflcffion of that poftj 
and being informed that they were, he calmly replied, “ he then 
“ would not ftir from thence, though the whole power of 
“ England was on the other fide of the river.” This confi¬ 
dence, not improperly placed, lafted only for a moment; the 
grove being in an inftant Surrounded by the enemies horfe. 4 
Befet on every fide, and cut off from his army, Llewelyn en¬ 
deavoured, as fecretly as he could, to make good his retreat, 
and to join the troops which he had ftationed on the mountain ; 

« WeUh Chron. p. 375. * Holinfliead, p. 281. Wellh Chron. p. 373. 

1 Ibid. * Welfli Chron. p. 374. 
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who, drawn up in battle array, were eagerly expe&ing the 
return of their prince. In making this attempt, he was dif- 
covered, and clofely purfued by Adam de Fran&on, an Englifh 
knight j who, perceiving him to be a Welfhman, and not know¬ 
ing his quality, plunged his fpear into the body of the prince 
of Wales, being unarmed and incapable of defence.' This 
being done, regardlefs of the perfon he had wounded, Adam 
de Francton inftantly joined his own army, which was then 
afcending the mountain to diflodge the enemy from their port.* 
The Welfh, on this occafion, were fteady, and afted with great 
fpiritj neither animated by the prefence of their prince, nor 
difpirited by a knowledge of his fate. They poured upon their 
enemies, as they advanced up the mountain, a fliower of arrows 
and darts j but the Englifh, having placed bodies of archers in 
the intervals of their horfe, annoyed them in their turn, and 
at length obtained the fummit. 1 The action continued doubtful 
for more than three hours, and was maintained on both fides 
with great refolution and valour, 4 until at length the Welfh 
were obliged to give way, were entirely defeated, and left two 
thoufand men,* a third of their number, dead on the field. 
This attion happened on the tenth of December. 6 - 


* Henry de Knyghton, p. 2464. Humfrey Lhuyd’s Brev. p. 60. Welfii Chron. 
p.374. Holinfhead, p, 281. 

* Ibid. 

* Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2464. Welfh Chron. p. 374. Holinfhead, p. 281. 

4 Polidore Virgil, p. 324. 

’ Carte’* Hilt. England, vol. II. p. 194, from Chron, Dunftaple, 

* Polidore Virgil, p. 324, 
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All this time Llewelyn had lain upon the ground, faint and 
almoft expiring. He had juft life enough remaining to afk for 
a prieft; and a white friar, who chanced to be prefent, admi- 
niftered to the dying prince the laft facred duties of his office.* 

The hurry of the action having ceafed, Adam de Fran&on, 
now at leifure, returned into the valley to ftrip the perfon he 
had wounded. On viewing the body, which was ftill breathing, 
it was found, to the great joy of the Englifh army, that the 
dying perfon was no other than the prince of Wales.* Upon 

* Rymer, vol, IT. p. 224. 

* Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2464. Guthrie’s Hift. Eng. p. 897. Wellh Chron. 
p. 374.—The following is the account preferved by tradition amongft the inhabi¬ 
tants of Buellt refpefting this event. Llewelyn had ported his army an a hill near 
Mochryd, a village about three miles below Buellt, on the fouth fide of the Wye. 
On the north fide of the river, two miles below Buellt, the prince had a lioufc called 
Abercdwy, to which he came for the purpofe of conferring with fome chieftains of 
the country. During his flay there, he was alarmed with the approach of fome Eng- 
lifli troops, who probably had intelligence of his fituation. The prince, to extricate 
himfelf from the danger that threatened him, caufcd his horfe’s fliocs to be re* 
verfed, to deceive his purfuers, as the fnow was on the ground : but this circum* 
fiance was made known to the enemy, through the treachery of the fmith; and 
they followed fo clofely, that Llewelyn had but juft time to pafs the draw-bridge at 
Buellt, which being drawn up fecured his retreat. In the mean time, the Englifli 
troops ported at Abercdwy, had information of a ford a little lower down, called 
Ccfu Twm Bach , which they crofted, and by that means came between Llewelyn and 
his army flationed at Mochryd. The only means of fafety that now offered was 
to fccrete himfelf. But the enemy were fo diligent in the purfuit, that the Wellh 
prince was loon difeovered in a narrow dingle, in which he had concealed himfelf, 
three miles north of Buellt, and about five miles from his anny ; and which place, 
from this event, was called Guv** Llewelyn. After Llewelyn was killed, they cut off 
his head, and buried hit body near the fpot ; and at fome fubfequent period a houfe 
was created over his grave, which is called Cefn-y-BedJ , or the top of the grave. 

Gripping 
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Gripping Llewelyn, there were found in his troufers his privy 
feal, and a paper that was filled with dark expreflions, and a 
lift of names which were written in a kind of cypher; a letter 
or two was difcovered at the fame time, all of which evidently 
proved he had engaged in a confederacy with feveral lords, who 
were Edward’s fubje&s in the marches. 1 A tranfcript of thefe 
was fent by Sir Edmund Mortimer to the archbilhop of Can¬ 
terbury, who was then in Pembrokefhire; and who tranfmitted 
them immediately to the king, as a neceffary precaution to guard 
againft their defigns. But that prince thought it not prudent to 
make any farther inquiries} being defirous of not adding to a 
flame, which he thought muft now die away of itfelf.* No 
fooner had Llewelyn expired, than his head was cut off by Adam 
de Fran6lon j and, as a gift of high value, was prefented to 
the Jung, who at this time refided in the abbey of Conway.* 
The body of the prince of Wales lay unburied for fome time; 
though his friends were very folicitous that it might be interred 
in confecrated ground. The lady Matilda Longefpee alfo, 
among others, interefted herfelf for a decent interment. This 
indulgence, fmall as it was, was not allowed} until the dead body 
of the Wellh prince had received abfolution from the archbilhop 
of Canterbury, under the pretext that he had fliewn figns of 
penitence, by having defired the affiftance of a prieft in his laft 
moments. 4 

1 Rymer, vol. II. p. 214. * Ibid. 

* Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2464. Wellh Chron. p. 374. 

* Rymer, vol. II. p.224. 
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THUS died Llewelyn ap Gryffydh, after a reign of thirty-fix 
years, leaving only one daughter.' The hiftorians of the times 
are filent refpe&ing the character, or the perfonal qualities of 
this prince. But the conduft of his life was the beft illuftration 
of his chara&er. And if the valour of Llewelyn, his talents, 
and his patriotifm, had been exerted upon a more fplendid theatre, 
on the plains of Marathon, or in the Straits of Thermopylae, 
his name would have been recorded in the clafiic page, and 
his memory revered, as an illuftrious hero, and as a gallant 
aflertor of the rights of nature. But no trophies have been 
raifed to'celebrate his fame. The vindiftive fpirit or policy of 
his conqueror, found an intereft in burying amidft the ruins of 
freedom, almoft every trace, or monumental record, which 
might preferve the memory of this prince, or perpetuate his glory. 
Gratitude, however, could pay no tribute fo expreffive, as # the 
tears which his country poured upon the tomb of their fallen 
fovereign. An elegy compofed by a Bard who lived in his court, 
in wild and in plaintive notes, and with a feemingly prophetic 
fpirit, finely exprefles their forrow and defpair. “ The voice 

« It appears, that the daughter of Llewelyn, and the daughter of his brother 
David, were confined in a nunnery in England; as an order was fent by Edward, 
feven years after the death of their parents, to Thomas de Normanville, to enquire 
minutely into the flatc and fafe cullody of the faid princefles. Rymer, vol. II. 
p. 429. This daughter of Llewelyn, and of Eleanor dc Montford, called Catherine. 
Lackland, was fent by Edward, attended by her nurfe, to be educated in England. 
She was afterwards married to Malcolm earl of Fife. Llewelyn is alio faid to have 
had ‘a fon of the name of Madoc ; but he mull certainly have been illegitimate, 
.r: t *:* prince had been only once married. Mills’s Catalogue of Honour, p.310. 

: . h jrK;il probable, that David’s daughter remained in England, and died a nun. 

“ of 
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“ of lamentation is heard in every place, as heretofore in 
“ Camlan.'—*The copious tears ftream down every cheek j fof 
“ Cambria’s defence, Cambria’s munificent lord is fallen.—Oh 
(t Llewelyn, the lofs of thee is the lofs of all.—At the though» 
“ of thee horror chills my blood, exhaufts my {pints, and con- 
“ fumes my flefti.—Behold how the courfc of nature is changed! 
“ How the trees of the foreft furioufiy rufh againft each other! 
“ —See how the ocean deluges the earth! How the fun deviates 
“ from his courfe ! How the planets Hart from their orbits!— 
“ Say, ye thoughtlefs mortals, do not thefe things portend the 
“ diflolution of nature?—And let it be dilfolved.—Let kind 
“ heaven haften the grand cataftrophe.—Let a fpeedy end be put 
“ to the incurable anguifh of our fpirits: fince now there is no 
“ place to which we, miferable men, may flee: no fpot where we 
“ can fecurely dwell: no friendly counfel: no fafe retreat: no 
<c way by which we can efcape our unhapjw deftiny.” 1 


1 The place where the great Arthur was flain. 

* Gryffydh ap yr Ynad Coch wrote the poem from which this paftuge is extra fled ; 
and if it were polfible for a tranflation to transfufe half the excellence of the original, 
it would fliew that the Bard was equally infpired with the true fpirit of poetry, as 
affeded by the fate of his beloved prince. 
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BOOK IX. 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF DAVID AP GRYFFYDH TO THE 
ENTIRE CONQUEST OF WALES, AND THE FINAL DEPAR¬ 
TURE OF EDWARD OUT OF THAT COUNTRY. 

The clofing fcene of the laft book prefented an interefting 
fpe&acle. We there faw a gallant and a patriot prince, after 
many efforts to preferve the freedom of his country, falling in 
the conflict, and finding an honourable grave in its ruins. 

1 As foon as the head of Llewelyn was brought by Adam de 
Fran&on to the Englifh king, that prince fent it to London; 
and that he might feaft the eyes of his fubje&s with a novel and 
a favage fpe&acle, it was ornamented with a filver circle,' and 
placed upon the pillory 1 in Cheapfide j in ridicule of the prophecy 
of Merlin, that Llewelyn would one day wear the crown of 
Brutus. In contempt alfo of the late prediction of the foothfayer, 
that this prince would ride through Cheapfide crowned with a 

* Hen, deKnyghton de Event. Angl. p. 8464. * Guthrie, vol. I. p. 897. 
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filver diadem,' his head was encircled with a wreath of ivy j* 
and, being fixed on the point of a fpear, was carried through the 
ftreets by a horfeman j it was then placed upon the higheft turret 
in the Tower of London, where it continued for a long time.' 
To infult the remains of a fallen enemy, and a fovereign prince, 
by devices which were mean and vindictive, and more fuited to 
the leader of a tribe of Arabs than a great monarch, denotes a 
mind in Edward infenfible of true greatnefs, and a fpirit little 
foftened by civilized manners.* 

The late prince, as the central fpring, had drawn into one 
point the ftrength of the nation, had dire&ed its movements, 
and had given them force and energyj but the fpring being 
broken, all the parts became difunited, without motion, fpirit, 
or efficacy. There is a kind of palfy which for a moment feifes 
upon the mind, when the hand of affli&ion ftrikes deep, and 
the blow comes unexpected. Before the Welfh had time to 
emerge out of that ftate of infen Ability into which they had funk 
on the death of Llewelyn, the king of England ordered his forces 
to make a farther advance, and to furround them more clofely. 
Hie own army inverted Snowdun on the fide of Conway his 
troops in Anglefey, not having hitherto dared to make good their 
paffage over the Menai, had now leifure to finilh the bridge, 

* Hen. de Knyghton, p. 246$. * Matt. Weft. p. 176. * Holinihead, p. 281. 

* This ftridure is not deiigned to be applied in general to the charader of Ed¬ 
ward ; it is only intended to mark, and with merited juftice, the animofity and re¬ 
vengeful fpirit, with which, to the laft, he purfued the gallant but unfortunate Llewelyn. 

♦ Polidore Virgil, p. 324. Holinihead, pi 282. 

and 
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and to penetrate the country on the fide of Caernarvon a body 
of forces, alfo, under the command of the earl of Pembroke, 
completed the inveftiture on the quarter towards South Wales.* 

David, all this time, in poflefllon of the caftles and ftrong 
holds of the country, not ^hufing to rifque a general engage¬ 
ment, remained quiet within his ports. Regarding himfelf as 
the fovereign of North Wales, on the death of his brother, he 
fummoned the Welfh chieftains, his fubje&s, to meet him at 
Denbigh ;* where he intended to hold a confutation, on the 
common interefts of his country, at this dangerous crifis. He 
afterwards renewed hoftilities againft the Englifh, and appeared 
fully determined to vindicate his rights.’ There was a fortrefs, 
called the cartle of J3ere, very ftrong by art and nature, and 
which was fituated in Snowdun, in the midft of a morafs ; was 
accefiible only by a Angle caufeway, and not to be approached 
but through narrow and rugged defiles. This fortrcls David 
had provided with a ftrong garrifon. 4 But fo funk in defpair 
were the Welfh, as if all hopes of retrieving their fortunes had 
died with Llewelyn, that even this cartle was furrendered to the 
king, after it had been clofely inverted for fome time.' No farther 
refiftance was made; every other fortrefs was immediately yielded 

* Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 59. J. Roffi. Ant. Warw. p. 165. 

1 Carte, vol. II. p. 194. from Chr. DunflapIe, Ann. Ccfhenfis. 

* Dinhcch , the prefent town of Denbigh. 

* 

1 Hen. deKnyghton de Event. Ang. p. 2465. 

* This fortrefs was probably the caflle which, is fituated near the Lake of Llan 
Boris, the ruins of which ftill remain, and is called Caftell Dolbadarn. Thomas 
Wykc*s Chron. p. in. » Holinflicad, p. 282. 

up. 
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up.' The Wellh, confounded and in difmay, fled on every fide, 
to flicker themfelves in caves, within the recedes of rocks, and 
in the deep woods of their country. 1 

The pafics being now left unguarded, Edward ftationed his 
horfe at the foot of the hills ; and leaving in each defile a body 
of troops to cut off the enemy as they attempted to efcape, he 
himfelf, with the remainder of his army, penetrated the recedes 
a. D. of the mountains. In this fervice he was much affifted by the 

12^4 

y foreign troops in his army;' who, having been accuftomed to 
ferve in a mountainous country, advanced with greater facility, 
fet fire to the houfes, and flew great numbers of the Wellh, dis¬ 
covered in the fee ret recedes of the country, or flying to fuch 
places for concealment.* 

The people who inhabited the Snowdun mountains being now 
entirely fubdued, Edward collected his fcattered army, and fpread 
over the more level parts of the country, of which he eafily 
made himfelf mailer; and the miferable natives, in delpair and 
unrefifting, were flaughtercd without mercy. More than three 
thoufand periflied in the carnage.' Prince David, unable to make 
any refiftance, was carried along the torrent which overwhelmed 
his country; and he was obliged to conceal himfelf and his family 


* J.Roffi. Ant. Warw. p. 165. Matth. Wcftm. p. 176. Carte, p. 194, fromChr. 
Dunilaplc, and Annalcs Ccftrenfis, p. 282. 

1 Polidore Virgil, p. 324. Holinfliead, p. 282. * Hen. dc Knyghton, p. 2464. 

* Polidore Virgil, p.324. Holinfliead, p, 282. 
s Holinfliead, p.282. Polidore Virgil, p.324. 
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in woods and marfhes, and in other places of fecurity.' He re¬ 
mained fome months in this fituation, almoft famifhed through, 
the want of provifions j during which time, urged by ftrong ne- 
ceflity, he frequently ifliied out to make depredations. 1 

In this Rate of conftemation, all union having been diffolved 
by the conqueft of their country, the Welfh no longer refilled 
the incitements which were offered to private advantage, or to 
perfonal fafety. It was therefore an eafy matter for Edward to 
corrupt fome of David’s retainers. Thefe are fuppofed to be 
Eineon ap Ivor, and Gronw ap David, with their fons} who, 
in the night of the twenty-firft of June, furprifed the Welfh 
prince and his family in a morafs, into which they had fled for 
lecurity.’ The unfortunate David and his wife, his two fons 
and feven daughters,* were brought prifoners to Rhuddlan cattle, 
where the king then refided. 1 When that prince was taken, a 
relic was found upon him, called the Crojjeneych, 6 fuppofed to be 
a part of the real Crofs , highly venerated by the princes of 
Wales j and which was delivered to the king, with other relics, 

• Thomas Wyke’s Chron. p. in. 

* Annales Waverleienfis, p. 238. Carte, from Annates Ceftrenfis. Chron. Dun- 
ftaple, p. 104. 

* Rymer, vol. II. p. 147. Annales Waverleienfis, p. 238. Thomas Wyke, p. 11 1 . 

+ It is probable that all thefe children were illegitimate, excepting one daughter. 

* Matth. Weftm. p. 177. T. Wyke’s Chron. p. na, fays only his wife and two 
fons. Holinlhead, p.282. 

e This relic, St. Neots had brought into Wales from the Holy Land, and was 
voluntarily delivered up to the king by a fccretary of the late prince of Wales. 
J. Roffi. Ant. Warw. p.202. 
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by one of the above-mentioned chieftains. 1 David requcfted that 
he might be admitted into the king’s prefence. This indulgence 
was denied him.* Inflexible in the defign he meditated, Edward 
rcfufed his repeated felicitations; unwilling that his own firmnefs 
fliould be put to the teft, which the recollection of former 
intercourfe might feften; or afraid left he might be melted into 
pity, and in confequence his juftice be difarme'd, by an interview 
with a captive prince,' who had fallen in the nobleft caufe, in 
the defence of the rights of his country. 

The Wellh prince was confined a clofe prifoner in Rhuddlan 
caftle, and foon after fent in chains to Shrewlbury.’ On the 
captivity of David, Rhys Vychan, an eminent chieftain in South 
Wales, fin-rendered himlelf arid his followers to the earl of Here¬ 
ford, who delivered them up to the king; by whofe orders Rhys 
was fent to London, and loaded with,chains, was imprifened in 
the Tower.* All the other Wclfli chieftains, following his ex¬ 
ample, yielded up their caftles, and fubmitted to the Englifh 
king.’ One victim remained to feel the weight of Edward’s 
fevereft vengeance. 

As David had been made a baron of the realm, Edward de- 
termined to proceed againft him as a fubjeCt of England. With 

• Bdidcs the above relic, the crown of the celebrated king Arthur, with many 
precious jewels, were about this time prefented to Edward. Sec Annales Wavcrleienfis, 
p. 238. Rymcr, vol. II. p. 247. 

* J. Rolli. Ant. Warw. p. 166. Annales Waverleienfis, p.238. 
i J. Rofli.'Ant. Warw. p. t66. Annales Wavcrleienfis, p. 238. 

♦ Wyke, p. m« Wellh Chron. p. 374. 

5 Htn. de Knyghton,. p. >465. J. Rofli. p. 466 . 
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this view, he fummoned eleven earls and one hundred barons, 
to open the procefs at Shrewfbury on the thirtieth of Septem¬ 
ber, and to fit in judgment at his trial; the king himfelf prc- 
fiding in perfon.' By this court the prince of Wales was 
doomed to die as a traitora fenfe of intereft, and the dcfirc 
of pleafing their fovereign, influenced the decifion of the judges, 
and filenced the claims of juftice and humanity. There was 
fometHing Angular in the fentence pronounced againft him by 
John de Vaus* the chief juftice of England. He was con¬ 
demned to five different kinds of punifhmcnt. To be drawn 
at the tails of horfes through the ftreets of Shrewfbury to the 
place of execution, becaufe he was a traitor to the king, who 
had made him a knight. To be hanged, for having murdered 
Fulk Trigald, and other knights in the caftle of Hawarden. 
His heart and bowels to be burned, becaufe thofe murders 
had been perpetrated on Palm Sunday. His head to be cut off. 
His body to be quartered, and to be hung up in four different 
parts of the kingdom j + becaufe he had confpired the death of 
the king in feveral places of England. 5 This fentence, cruel in 
the extreme, the rigour of which had refined into ’novelty, was 
executed in all its feverity. Such was the pleafure which the 
death of David gave to the Englifh, that the citizens of York 
and Winchefter contended, with a favage cagernefs, for the 

■ Rymer, vol. IF. p. 247, 148. Matth. Weflni. p. 177. Annales Wsiverleirtifi<» 
P- -’3 8 * 

* Wykc, p. in. Matth. Wcfttn. p. 177. • J. Roflt. Ant. Warn*, p. 166. 

! Guth. Hilt. England, p.898. * Sec Annales WaverU-itnfis, p.238. 

5 Carte, p.195. from Chron. Dunftaplc. 
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right fhoulder of this unfortunate prince. That honour was 
decided in favour of Winchefter; and the remaining quarters 
were fent, with the utmoft difpatch, to the cities of York and 
Briftol, and to the town of Northampton.' To feaft ftill more 
the eyes of the people, his head was fent to the tower of 
London, and being fixed on a pole, was placed near to the 
head of his brother Llewelyn.* Every generous idea, and liberal 
fentiment, feem to have been extinguilhed in national hatred, 
and in the frenzy of joy which had feifed on the Englilh. 

The death of David clofed the only fovereignty which re¬ 
mained of the ancient Britilh empire; an empire, which through 
various changes of fortune, had oppofed the arms of imperial 
Rome j and, for more than eight hundred years, had refilled 
the utmoft efforts of the Saxon and Norman princes. 

The fall of nations, diftinguilhed only by misfortunes, or 
only illuftrious for conquefts, may raife for a moment a figh 
ot pity, or the tranfient effufions of applaufe. But a people 
like the Welfh, fatisfied with their mountains, who had been 
forced into a long and unequal conteft, in defence of their 
native rights, with few other refources than their valour and a 
fond attachment to their liberties, though falling in the ruins 
of their country, will have a claim on the efteem, and excite 

* Annales Wavcrleienfu, p.238. 

1 Matth. Wcftm. p. 177. T. Wyke, p. m. J. Roffi, p. 166. Annales Waver- 
leienfis, p. 238. 
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the admiration of the world, as long as manly fcntimcnt and 
freedom fliall remain. 

But, in refle&ing on the hiftory of this nation, with a juft 
and difcriminating fpirit, we have been frequently led to furvey 
its manners and national character, with the oppofite emotions 
of pleafure and difguft. Wc are not, however, to eftimate that 
character, too nicely, by the (tandard of civilized judgement. 
It is true, there were traits in the genius of that people, 
marking in their manners the deepeft ferocity; it is true, that 
caprice and levity and the fpirit of difeord, too often decided 
in their councils, and governed their conduct j and it is alfo 
true, that (hiking defedts may be traced in their policy and laws, 
ruinous to themfelves, and difgraceful to a lefs cultivated period. 
But the vices of an uncivilized people, are in fome degree 
foftened, and even balanced by their virtues. A fpirit unfubdued 
by danger and misfortunes, hofpitable manners and eager friend- 
fhips, a high relifh for the arts of mufic and of poetry, with a 
principle of juftice inherent in their laws, are qualities to be 
thrown into the oppofite feale. And no doubt the influence of 
thefe, blending the lighter with the darker (hades, foftened the 
afperity of ruder features, and tempered into a milder mafs the 
colouring of the whole. But the fpirit of freedom and an 
ardent love of their country, were the diflinguilhing traits in 
their character. Thefe were the animating fprings of their 
genius, and enabled that people to fuftain, through a long fuc- 
ceflion of ages, the moft (hiking reverfes of fortune; and it is 

Rrr 2 the 



492 


DAVID AP GRYFFYDH. 


Book IX. 


the collifion of fuch viciffitudes, by calling into exertion public 
virtue and heroifm, which gives dignity to the chara&er of man, 
and conftitutes the true glory of a nation. 


EDWARD having at length obtained the point of his am¬ 
bition, by the entire conqueft of Wales, annexed that country 
to the crown of England. As the leading principle in the politics 
of Edward, we have feen him purfue this object, with that 
vchemency of fpirit, and unremitting ardour, which fo highly 
diftinguifhed his chara&er. The features of the Englifh mo¬ 
narch, we confefs, have hitherto appeared harfti, fevere, and 
difgufting; but then, we have only feen them at the moment, 
when they were inflamed with anger, or roughened by op- 
pofition. The conteft being ended, and the Welfli no longer 
refilling his power, the violence of his fpirit began to fubfide j 
and, except a few ftarts into natural fiercenefs, we fhall fee 
hinr in future, with a milder influence, bringing into afrion 
the great talents which he really poffefled. 

To fecure the obedience of the newly fubdued country, and 
to fix its government upon the folid bafis of equal laws, and the 
participation of common rights, Edward at this time intro¬ 
duced 
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duced into Wales the whole fyftem of Englifli jurilprudence.* 
He divided North Wales into counties; he appointed flieriffs, 
coroners, and other officers in each;* the county courts to be 
held once a month, and thofe of the fheriffs twice in the year; 
he fettled alfo the forms of writs, with the methods to be 
uled in law proceedings, which were to be carried on and de¬ 
cided within the principality; it being exprefsly provided that 
the Welfh lhould not be fued for debts and trefpafles in any 
town of England. 1 With this defign, Edward took up his re- 
fidence at the caftle of Rhuddlan, where he inftituted a body of 
laws under the title of the Statute of Rhuddlan. 4 From hence 
he iflued out a proclamation to all the inhabitants of Wales, 
that he would receive them under his prote&ion ; giving them 
aflurances, at the fame time, of enjoying their eftates, their 
liberties, and properties; and that they lhould alfo hold them 
under the fame tenures as they had heretofore held them under 
their native princes.' This liberal offer was carried into imme¬ 
diate execution. The king of England, with much moderation 

i Brady, vol. II. p. 11. Matth. Weftm. p. 177. 

* Baker’s Chron. p. 101. J. Rofli. Ant. Warw. p. 166. 

1 Leges Walline, p. 531—536. Appendix. 

* Ibid. p. 342. Welfli Chron. p. 376. 

1 See Hift. Gwcdir Family, p. 33. This valuable memoir, befides being the biftory 
of a private family, not only deduce* with greater accuracy the pedigrees of fcveral 
of their princes, but, likewife, illuftrates the manners of the Weill), as well as the 
miferablc fituation of that people, during the dark period which fuccceded the con- 
queft. This work was written by Sir John Wynne of Gwcdir, a native of Mciri- 
onydh, and defeended from the Royal Houfe of North Wales. The world is in¬ 
debted for its publication, and the ingenious notes annexed to the work, to the 
learned and.judicious antiquary, the Hon. Daincs Barrington. 


A. D. 
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and wifdom, referving to himfelf only the fame rents, duties, 
and fervices, which had always belonged to the princes of Wales. 
Inquifitions were made into thefe rights by an order of the 
king; their particular nature was afcertained, and determined 
by the verdicts of juries who were compofed entirely of Welfh- 
men. The rents which had been heretofore paid by the in¬ 
habitants of Anglefey were much reduced in confequence; as 
they had formerly yielded one thoufand marks annually to 
Llewelyn, but afterwards only paid four hundred and fifty 
pounds a year to the Englifli princes.' 

The country being thus fubdued, as a check to any future 
incurfions of the Wellh, Edward ere&ed the caftle of Con¬ 
way/ on the feite of the ancient monaftcryj the religious of 
which, a fociety of white monks, he removed to an abbey 
which he founded at Maenan near Llanrwftj and whom he 
afterwards tranfplantcd to Vale Royal in Chefhirc, where he 
built an abbey of the Ciftercian order.' 

The archbifhop of Canterbury alfo came- at this time into 
Wales, with a view of conciliating the minds of the Welfii 
clergy} by redrefling their grievances, and by repairing the 
churches which had been damaged in the diforder of the late 
times/ 

» Carte’s Hift. Eng. vol. If. p. 196. * Matth. Wcflin. p. 177. 

1 Ilolinihcad, p. 282. 

♦ Hen. dc Knjrghtou de Event, Ang. p. 2465. Rymcr, vol. II. p. 277, 279. 
Wcllh Chron. p.374. 
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The Englifli king had already built a ftrong fortrefs at 
Conway j and as a farther check to infurre&ions which might 
arife in the quarter of Snowdun, he crcdled the caftle of Caer¬ 
narvon ; fupplying each of thofe fortrefles with fuitable gar- 
rifons. 1 With the fame view of curbing the Welfli, and as a 
reward to the Englifli nobility who had ferved him in the war, 
he now gave the lordfhip of Denbigh, or he might confirm what 
he had formerly granted, to Henry Lacy earl of Lincoln; 
and the lordfhip of Ruthin to the lord Reginald de Grey; he 
gave eftates, likewife, to many of the other Englifli barons.* 
He erefled Rhuddlan, Caernarvon, Aberyftwyth, and other 
towns into corporations granting them great privileges, to 
encourage trade, and to allure the Welfli from their moun¬ 
tains and wild habits, into a more fociable manner of living. 
He would likewife have removed the See of St. Afaph to 
Rhuddlan, if he could have obtained the Pope’s confent.* 

The fudden introduftion of Englifli cuftoms into Wales, 
though foftened by lenient meafurcs and dire&ed by a liberal 
fpirit, was not likely to fuit the inclinations of a people, who 
were fore with injuries, and highly incenfed at the late tranf- 
adtions. An event followed foon after, which had no tendency 
to foothe the fpirits of the Welfli, or to conciliate their 
affedtions. 


* Hen. de Knyghton de Event. Ang. p. 2465. Rymer, vol. IT. p, 277, 279, 
Welfli Chron. p. 374* 

* Welfli Chron. p.377. 5 Carte, vol, I. p.196. 
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Among other caufes of that ardent fpirit, with which this 
people had fo long maintained their independence, the Englifh 
king muft have known that their Bards had been the principal 
fprings of a&ion. To filence that voice which might revive 
ancient ideas, and rekindle in the Welfh their love of freedom 
and native fire; Edward commanded that all the bards in 
Wales fhould be hanged by martial law, under pretence that 
they had incited the people to fedition. This edift, more cruel 
than the profcriptions of the Roman triumvirate, continued in 
all its rigour to the end of the reign of Henry the fourth}* 
during which period, interefl: and hatred confpiring its ruin, 
this ancient and celebrated Order was nearly exterminated.’ In 
this tranfa&ion, however, no claim to originality is due to Ed¬ 
ward. Philip of Maccdon, when treating with the Athenian ftate, 
demanded as a condition of peace, that all the orators, the pro¬ 
moters of the war, fhould be delivered into his hands. An im¬ 
partial recital of events, however it may fully the fame of an 
illuftrious chara&er, is a juftice which we owe to truth, and 
to the manes of an injured people. 


IT may not be improper, at this period of their decline, to 
open to the reader a fhort hiftory pf the Bards} a race of men, 
who pofiefled, for many ages, fo great an influence over the 

* Statutes at large, 4Henry IV. Cap. ay. * Hift. Gwcdir Family, p. 6a. 
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genius of the WeUh nation; infpiring them with hofpitable 
manners, and with the fentiments of freedom and of glory. 

The bards derived their origin from remote antiquity, and 
were ever held in high eftimation. Mankind have been early 
led to poetical compofitions. Agreeable founds would drike at 
firft every ear, but poetry was neceflary to give thofe founds 
a lading effedl. Verfe was made ufe of to preferve the memory 
of remarkable events and great aftions. The religious ceremonies 
of nations, their manners, and rural labours, were alfo recorded 
in numbers. Hence it was that Greece could boad of a Homer, 
a Hefiod, and of many other poets, feveral ages before an hido- 
rian had written in profe. Among the Gauls alfo, and other 
Celtic nations, there were poems compofed on various fubje&s 
from the earlied ages.' 

It is difficult to fix the etymology of the name beirdh , unlefs 
derived from bar , which fignifies fury ; and, no doubt, has fomc 
analogy to that poetic fury, or enthufiafm, with which the poets 
fancied themfelves, or might feign to be infpired. 1 Diodorus 
Siculus is the fird author among the ancients, who makes men¬ 
tion of the bards, as compofers of verfes; which they fung to 
the harp and other indruments of mufic j celebrating the praifes 
of heroes, or chadifing vicious characters with fatirical inveCtives. 3 
Ammianus Marcellinus fays, it was the province of the bards 

* Matin's Northern Antiquities, vol. I. p. 3S4. 

* Richard’s Welfh Dictionary, from Feftus. Baxter’s GlolTary, p. 34. Evan Evans 
Diflcitatio de Bardis. 3 Ibid. 
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to fing, in heroic verfe fet to mufical notes of the harp, the 
atchievements of iiluftrious men. There is a pillage of Poffido- 
nius, cited by Athenaeus, which defcribes the Celtic princes going 
to war, having bards in their trainwho celebrated the praifes 
of their chieftains in verfe, which they fung to the people." 

Great refpect was paid by all the northern nations to their 
bards j as they not only publilhed their renown to the world, 
but configned their fame to pofterity. It is faid, that this Order 
of men were never guilty of flattery, and never lavilhed their 
praifes on heroes, nor even on kings themfelves, unlefs deferved 
by their gallant exploits . 1 

Though the Order of the bards was common to the Celtic 
nations, no veftige of them remains but among the Welfh, the 
Iyifh, and the defcendants of the ancient Caledonians. 

On the invafion of the Pifts, the Scots, and the Saxons, and 
on the decline of the Britifh empire, many poetical compofitiong 
were deftroyed, with other ancient records; hence the writings 
of the bards, and tlrofe of the early hiftorians are exceedingly 
fearce. Nennius, who wrote in the ninth century, and in the 
reign of prince Mervyn, is the firft of the Britifti hiftorians, 
who mentions the bards. He fays, that Talhaiarn was famous 
for poetry; that Aneurin, and Taliefin, Llywarch-hen and Chian, 
flaurifhed in the fixth century. Of thefe bards, the works only 

* E*a Evans Diflertado de Bardis. J. Letandi Cbmmantarii d« ScriptoribtH BrU 
taanicis, p. * Mallet, vol. I. p. 384. 
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of three are extant j thofe of Aneurin, of Talieffn, and Lly- 
warch-hen.' The writings of the other bards being loft, we 
can only bring Nennius as an evidence in their praife; who 
aflerts, that the bards of his age were men of excellent genius.* 
The poems which are extant contain many things deferving of 
notice, and throw a great light upon the hiftorical events of that 
age. At the fame time they are difficult to be underftood, 
owing in part to the careleffnefs of tranfcribers, and in part to 
the language itfelf, become obfolete from its very great an¬ 
tiquity. Aneurin, to whom his country gave the honourable 
diftin&ion of Mychdeirti-Beirdh, or monarch of the bards, in a 
poem entitled Gododin, relates that he had been engaged in a 
battle againft the Saxons. Taliefin, called likewife Pen-Beirdh, 
or the prince of the bards, relided at the courts of Maelgwyn 
Gwynedh, and Urien Reged prince of Cumberland.* Llywarch- 
hen, or the aged, who was kinfman to the laft mentioned prince, 
had been himfelf a fovereign in a part of Cumbria, and had palled 
his youthful days in the court of king Arthur.* There are extant 
fome manufeript poems of his, wherein he recites that he was 
driven by the Saxons into Powys j that he had twenty-four fons, 
all of whom were diftinguilhed by golden torquefes, and that 
they all died in defence of their country. Bcfides thofe already 
mentioned, there were other bards who flouriflied during this 
period; the moll eminent of whom was Mcrddin Wyllt, who 
compofed a poem called Jlfallepau , or the Orchard. 1 

‘ Evans Diflertatio de Bardis. * J. Lelandi Comment, de Script. Britan, p. 4. 

1 Evan Evans Diflertatio dc Bardis. 

* Mufical and Poetical Relies, by Jones, p. 6, s Evans Diflertatio dc Ra dis. 
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From the lixth to the tenth century it is difficult to meet 
with any of the writings of the bards, owing, it is probable, to 
the devaluations of war, .and to the civil diffenfions among the 
Wellh. 

Such was the relpedt in which the bards were held; that it 
was ena&ed by a law of Howel Dha, that whoever Ihould ftrike 
any one of this Order , muff compound for the offence, by paying 
to the party aggrieved one fourth more than was neceffary to be 
paid to any other perfon of the fame degree. The ele&ion of 
the bards was made every year, in an affcmbly of the chief¬ 
tains and princes of the country ; in which they were affigned 
precedence, and emolument fuitable to their merit} but the 
bard moft highly diftinguilhed for his talents was folemnly 
chaired, and had likewife a badge given him of a filver chair.’ 
This congrefs of the bards was ufually held at the three royal 
refidences of the princes of Wales} the fovereign himfelf pre- 
fiding in that affembly. 1 

There were three different clafles of this order in Wales. 
The firft was called Beirdhs, and were the compofers of verfes 
and odes in various meafures} it was neceffary that thefe Ihould 
poffefs a genius for poetry, and alfo that their genius Ihould be 
tinctured with a high degree of enthufiafm. They were likewife 
the recorders of the arms of the Wellh chieftains, and the re- 
pofitories alfo of the genealogies of families. This clafs was ac- 

* Eyaa Evans Diflcrtatie de Bardii. * Jonas's Mufical Remains, p. 14. 
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counted the moft honourable, and was high in the public efti- 
mation. The fecond clafs, called Minjlrels , were performers upon 
inftruments, chiefly the harp and the erwth.* The third were 
thofe who fung to mufical inftruments in general, and were called 
DatgeiniaidS 

In the reign of Gryffydh ap Cynan, a law was enaited to 
afeertain the privileges of the minftrels and bards, and to re- 
ftrain their licentious manners. This ftatute preferibed the 
emoluments each was to receive, as well as the perfons on whom 
fuch emoluments were impofed. It was likewife enaited, that 
neither the minftrels nor the bards fhould lead the lives of vaga¬ 
bonds, nor fhould fing verfes in houfes of public refort j that 
they fhould not be intoxicated with liquor, nor be quarrelfome 
perfons, nor be addicted to women; and that they fhould neither 
be thieves themfelves, nor fhould be the companions of fuch; 
they were prohibited likewife from entering into any houfc, or 
making fatirical fongs on any perfon, without the licence of the 
parties concerned. If a minftrel or a bard fhould violate thefe 
reftraints on their conduit, by a Angular and unexampled fe- 
verity, every man was made an officer of juftice j and was autho- 
rifed not only to arreft and to punifh difcretionally, but to feife 
upon whatever property the offender had about him. This 
ftatute, the feverity of which in fome degree points out its ne- 

* The mufical inftruments in ufe among the Wclfli were the telyn or harp, the 
triuth or crowd, the pibgont or pipe, the tabiurdd or tabret, and the corn buelin i cornet 
bugle horn. See Jones’s Mufical Remains, p.41. 

1 Wcllh Chron. p. 19s. 
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ceflity, has been frequently put in force by the reigning authority 
of the country, as appears by feveral coramiffions directing the 
better regulation of the Order. 1 

From this time, under the aufpicious protection of the Wellh 
princes, many excellent bards arofe. Meilir, who was the bard 
of Gryffydh ap Cynan, was alfo employed in a military charac¬ 
ter, and was fent by that prince to tranfaCt a negotiation in 
England. Gwalchmai the fon of Meilir, in a poem entitled 
Gorboffeddy fays with much exultation, that he had defended the 
marches of Wales againft the Englifh. Cynddelw Brydydd- 
Ma'ivr, or Cynddelw the Great Bard, was a perfon eminent for 
his valour, and lived in the court of Madoc ap Meredydh the 
prince of Powys. 


From this period, to the death of that great prince the laft 
Llewelyn, feveral bards flourilhed of diftinguiflied talents; the 
moft eminent of whom was Llywarch-Prydydh-y-Moch, who 
has celebrated in many odes the victories of Llewelyn the Great j 
likewife Dafydh Penfras, Daniel ap Llolgwrn Mew, and Llew¬ 
elyn Fardd apCyward. Cotemporary with thefe flourilhed Philip 
Brydydh, who was an eminent bard in Caerdigan.* 

The 


* Welfh Chron. p. 19*. 

* About the year 1176 Rhys ap Gryffydh, defeended from the royal lioufe of 
South Wales, made a great feaft in the caftlc of Aberteivi during the Chriftmas holidays; 
which feaft he had can fed to be proclaimed throughout Britain a long time before. 
Agreeably to this invitation, many ftrangers reforted to his caftlc, and were entertained 
t>y him with much honour and courtcfy. Befidcs deeds of arms, and other anuifc- 
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The talents of the Welfh bards were not folely employed in 
preferving the defcents of families, in the praife of heroes, or 
in recording their illuftrious adtions. 1 They fometimes in plaintive 
numbers mourned over the tomb of the fallen warrior. 

We offer to the reader, as a fpecimen of this kind of poetry, 
the following tranflation of an Elegy which was written by Lly- 
warch-hen, a Britifli bard of the fixth century, on the death of 
Cynddylan prince of Powys. 

Come forth and fee, ye Cambrian dames. 

Fair PengwcrnV royal roofs in flames l 
The foe the fatal dart hath flung 
(The foe that fpeaks a barb’rous tongue,) 

And pierc’d Cynddylan’s princely head. 

And ftretch’d your champion with the dead. 

His heart, which late, with martial (ire. 

Bade his lov’d country’s foes expire 
(Such fire as waftes the foreft hill) 

Now like the winter’s ice is chill. 

O’er the pale corfe with boding cries 
Sad Argoed’s ’ cruel eagle flies; 


incuts, Rhys had canfed all the bards in Wales to repair to the meeting ; and placing 
them on chairs in the hall of the caftle, he ordered them to cxcrcifc their fevcral 
talents in oppofition to each other, appointing great rewards to thofc who excelled in 
their fcveral profe^ons. In this conteft, the bards of North Wales carried away the 
prize, and the muiicians of Rhys’9 own houfehold were adjudged to have excelled 
in the powers of harmony. See Welih Chron. p. *37. 

* J. Lclandi Comm, de Seriptoribus Britann. p. 5. 

* Now Shrewlbury, then the chief refidcnco of the princes of Powys. 

V The ancient name of Powys. 

He 
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He flies exulting o’er the plain. 

And fcents the blood of heroes (lain. 

Dire bird 1 this night my frighted ear 
Thy loud, ill-omen’d voice (hall hear: 

I know thy cry, that fcreams for food. 

And thirds to drink Cynddylan’s blood. 

No more the manflon of delight, 

Cynddylan’s hall is dark to-night j 
Nor more the midnight hour prolongs 
With fires, and lamps, and fedive fongs. 

Its trembling bards afflidted fhun 
The hall, bereav’d of Cyndrwyn’s fon.‘ 

Its joyous vifitants are fledj 
Its hofpi table fires are dead : 

No longer, rang’d on either hand 
Its dormitory, couches ftand: 

But all above, around, below, 

Dread fights, dire founds, and Ihrieks of woe. 

Awhile I’ll weep Cynddylan (lain, 

And pour the weak, defponding drain j 
Awhile I’ll foothe my troubled bread: 

Then, in eternal filence red/ 

* Cynddylan was the fon of Cyndrwyn. 

* This Elegy was tranflated into Englifh verfe by the Rev. John Walters, mafler 
of Ruthin fchool, and late fellow of Jefus College, Oxford, to whofc elegant tafte, 
and judicious knowledge of the Wellh laws, the' author has been much indebted. 
The like acknowledgement is due to the Rev. John Lloyd, reftor of Caerwaes, from 
whofc friendly attentions this work has received very coniiderable advantage. Thia 
gentleman, who pofleiTcs a critical judgement in the antiquities of his country, as well 
as an exteniive knowledge of its hiftory, is lineally defeended from the princes of the 
houfc of Po» ys. 
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Tyranny having ere&ed her banner in Wales, by the cruel 
policy of Edward, in the maffacre of the bards; that ancient 
feat of mufic and of poetry was deferted by the mufes; and in 
confequence was deprived of thofe fafeinating arts, which foften- 
ed, at the fame time, that they invigorated the genius of the 
people. 

During the fpirited, and for a while, the profperous in- 
furrc&ion of Owen Glendwrdwy, the mules revifited their native 
feats; encouraged by the munificence of that leader, and ani¬ 
mated by the tranfitory ray which had dawned upon freedom. 
Among the number of thofe bards who appeared at the court 
of Glendwrdwy, was Jolo Goch, who celebrated in a high, 
ftrain of eulogy, the magnificence and the vi&ories of his 
patron. At the fame time flourifhed Dafydh ap Gwilim, a 
native of Caerdigan. 

The Wellh, having made the laft effort for their expiring 
freedom, funk into a ftate of flavery, the moft deep and fevere. 
The bards were prohibited by law from making their annual 
progrefs, and from holding public affemblies; which privileges 
were called by the natives clera and Cymbortha. During this 
dark period, and the conteft between the houfes of York and 
Lancafter, the genius of poetry was nearly extinguilhed, or was 
only employed in foothing the mifery of the times, by obfeure 
predictions of more profperous days . 1 


’ Evan Evans Diifertatio de Bardis. 
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A brighter profpeft opening on this nation in the reign 
of Henry the feventh, a feries of bards from that time arofej 
who, being fupported in the families of the Wei 111 chieftains, 
al'ccrtained and prefcrved their genealogies; and, the caules of 
reciting warlike exploits having ccafcd, they celebrated the civil 
virtues of their patrons, their magnanimity, their hofpitable 
fpirit, their talents, and the graces of their perfons. They, 
likewife, amidft other duties, had the mournful office of com- 
pofing an elegy on the death of the chieftain in whofe family 
they refided j which was fung to the furviving relations in ho¬ 
nour of the dead; reciting the noble families from which the 
deceafed had fprung, and the great adtions performed by himfelf 
or his anceftors. 

Since the reign of queen Elizabeth, there has not been any 
regular afiembly of the bards.' The motives to emulation 
having cealed, and the fpirit of ancient freedom being extin- 
guilhed, the poetic fire, for which this nation had been fo re¬ 
nowned, gradually declined. But a fpark of that ancient fire 
yet remains in the genius of the Welffij which, in their fcalbns 
of feftivity, breaks out into a fingular kind of poetry, called 
Pennyll -, 1 and which, as a native art, may long furvive, though 

time, 

* Evan Evans Diflertatio de Bardis. Jones’s Mufical Remains, p. 30. 

* Even at this day fome vein of the ancient minftrelfy furvives amongft our 
mountains. Numbers of perfons of both fexes aflcmble and fit round the harp, 
finging alternatively Ptanillion or flanzas of ancient or modern compofitions. The 
young people ufually begin the night with dancing, and. when they arc tired, afifume 
this fpccics of relaxation. They alternately fing, dance, and drink, not by hours, 

but 
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time, or the influence of Englifh manners, fliould erafe every 
other original trait. 


THE' union of Wales with the crown of England, not 
having proceeded from mutual inclination, was received by the 

but by days and weeks; and mcafure time only by the continuance of their mirth 
and plcafurc. Often, like the modern Improvifutore of Ituly, they fing extempore 
verfes ; and a perfon convcrfant in this art, readily produces a pcnmll oppofitc to 
the laft that was lung. Many have their memories flored with fevcral hundred 1 , 
perhaps thoufands of pcnnillion, fome of which they have always ready lor an Aver: 
to every fubjofl that can be propofed, or if their recollection fitould ever fail 
them, they have invention to eompofe foincthing pertinent and proper for the 
occaiinn. The fubjcfls afford a great deal of mirth { fome of tliefc arc jocular, 
others fatirical, but moft of them amorous; which, from the nature of the fubjett, 
are Left preferred. They continue fuiging without intcrmillion, never- repeating 
the fame ftanza, (for that would forfeit the honour of being held ilrfl of the fong) 
and, like nightingales, fupport the conteft through the night. The audience ufually 
call for the tune; fometimes a few only fing to it, and fomctiines the whole com¬ 
pany. But when a party of capital fingers affeinblc, they rarely call for the tune, 
for it is indifferent to them what tunc the harper plays. Parilhcs are oit n op- 
pofed againft parilhcs, and even counties contend with counties. Thefe rural 
ufages are bell preferved in the mountainous counties of Mcirionedh and Caer¬ 
narvon.—Jones’s Mufical Remains, p. 30. See alfo Mr. Pennant’s Journey to 
Snowdun. The world is indebted to this Gentleman for many valuable publica¬ 
tions refpeefting Wales. The countenance which they have already received from 
the public, on account of the agreeable deferiptions given of that country, and then- 
deep and extenfive refearches into its antiquities, renders any eulogium, on our pan, 
tpmcccfiary. 
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Welfli with the deepeft relu&ance. It was an union which 
they confidered in no other light than as a fyftem of flavery. 
Foreign laws and cuftoms had been forced upon them; which, 
though better than their own, and more fuited to their advances 
into civilization, were ftill the laws of a conquering nation, 
with which, on the footing of equality, they had fo long con¬ 
tended. The rigour alfo exercifed by Edward’s officers in Wales, 
alienated them ftill more from an Englifli adminiftrationj and 
they yet retained a fond attachment to the memory of their 
native princes. 

To all the propofals made to them by Edward of fettling 
their government, they gave him the fame decifive anfwer. 
They faid, that they were willing to be governed by a chieftain 
of their own country, or by the king in perfon ; but firmly de¬ 
clared that they would yield no obedience to any perfon who was 
not a native of Wales, or who did not refide there. The idea 
ftruck the Englifh monarch. He difpatched orders to queen 
Eleanor to come inftantly into Wales. At this time (he was 
big with child, and it was now the depth of winter. At this 
feafon of the year, and in her delicate fituation, that princefs 
travelled privately on horfeback, through the roads of thofe 
times, out of England to Caernarvon. A few days before the 
queen was delivered, the king fent orders to the Welfh chieftains 
to meet him at Rhuddlan, and to take into their confideration 
the public concerns. Edward delayed for fome time to call 
them into council. At length, having heard that Eleanor was 

delivered 
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delivered of a Ion* on the 25th of April, he commanded the 
attendance of the Welfh chieftains j and told them, that as 
they had frequently defired he would appoint them a fovereign, 
he would now indulge them in their requeft, provided they 
promifed to yield to the perfon he fhould name a proper obe¬ 
dience. They aflented to the terms he propofed, in cafe that 
perfon fhould be a native of Wales. The king, then, informed 
them, that their intended prince was born in their own country, 
that he could not fpeak a word of Englifh, and that his life 
was free from every (lain. It is not eafy to fuppofe, that the 
Welfh chieftains would have been the dupes of fo fhallow an 
artifice. They eagerly affented to acknowledge fuch a perfon for 
their fovereign. The king then informed them that their future 
prince was his infant fon Edward, born in Caernarvon caftle 
a few days before. It is natural to conceive, that the Welfh 
chieftains, though furprifed at being thus caught in the fnare, 
would confole themfclves with the hopes, that the young prince, 
as a native of Wales, would ufually rcfide in their country.* 
On the magnanimity which was fheyvn in this tranfa&ion the 
reader will make his own comments. But to ftrike out advan¬ 
tage from the prejudices, or peculiar attachments of the Welfh; 
and to render fuch fubfervient to his own views, and direct 
them to their ultimate benefit, was a point of nice addrefs in 
the Englifh king, and did credit to his talents. 

* This intelligence was brought to the king by Sir Gryfiydh Llwyd, who on 
that account was knighted by the Englifh prince. Annales Waverleienfis, p. aj8. 
Hen. de Knyghton de Event. Angl. p. *465. 

* WeUhChron. p. 377. Stowe’s Chron. p. aoi. 
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Having fmifhed the affairs of North Wales, Edward, to 
gratify a martial nobility, and to amufe or flatter his new fub- 
jecfs by a fpedlacle unknown to the Welfli, gave orders that a 
tournament fliould be held at Nevyn, a town in Caernarvon- 
fhire, and fituated on the Irifh channel.' This jouft was in 
imitation of that fpecies of military entertainment fuppofcd to 
be inllituted by king Arthur; and which was called the Round 
Table, from the knights who reforted to thefe martial exercifts 
being fcated at a table of that form. 1 * 3 A great number of 
knights, as well Englifh as foreigners, came from different 
countries to fhare in this fplendid and military entertainment.* 
And here the Englifh king had an opportunity of (hewing 
his Welfh fubjedts that he was not inferior to Arthur their 
celebrated warrior, in feats of arms, and in knightly accom- 
plifhments. This diverfion being ended, he made a progrefs 
through Cacrdigan, where he remained a month to fettle the 
affairs of South Wales; from thence he proceeded into the 
county of Glamorgan, on a vifit to the earl of Gloucefter, to 
whom that country belonged ; and having been nobly enter¬ 
tained by that lord, 4 he arrived at Briftol, in which city he 
remained during the Chriftmas holy days.* On the fecond of 
/ )’i84.' J anuar y> iffued a writ from thence, of a conciliatory nature j 
by which the inhabitants of Rhuddlan, Conway, Caernarvon, 

i Matth. Wcftm. p.178. 

1 This cuftom, it is laid, had alfo been in ufe among the Gauls and the ancient 
Britons. Camden’s Brit. p. 664. Gibfon’s edition. 

3 Matth. Weftm. p.178. Camden’s Brit. p. 664. Gibfon’s edition. 

4 Carte, vol. II. p. 197, J Chron. T. Wyke, p. no, Holinihead, p. a8a. 
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and other towns, were declared to be free from paying talliages 
for ever.' King Edward then returned to London, after an A. d. 

X 2 8^ • 

abfence of nearly three years.* On his arrival in his capital, 
he rode in great folemnity through London to Weftminftcr, 
attended by the archbifliop of Canterbury and his fuffragan 
bifhops, drafted in their facred veftments, befides an infinite 
multitude who attended the proceflion. The king, on this oc- 
cafion, carried a part of our Lord’s Crofs which he had brought 
out of Wales, which was gilded, and ornamented with precious 
(tones, and placed it upon the great altar in Weftminfter abbey. 

The joy which, Edward would naturally feel on the prof- 
perous iffue of his affairs, had been highly imbittered by the 
death of Alphonfo’ his eldeft fon, a youth of no more than 
twelve years of age, who died on the nineteenth of Auguft 
in the preceding year; a prince much admired by the Englifii 
for his beauty, valour, and fpirit. By his death the young 
prince, Edward of Caernarvon, became heir apparent to the 
Englifh crown. 4 

The idea of that prince being a native of Wales, and the 
expectation that he would be accuftomcd to fpeak their language 


r Rymcr, vol. II. p. 284. * Annalcs Wavcrlcicnfis, p. 138. 

s A few months before liis death, coming to Weflminfler, he offered up at tho 
(brine of Edward the Confeffor, precious (tones, and a piece of gold which had 
been the property of Llewelyn the late prince of Wales. See Annalcs Wavcr- 

toienfis, p. 238. 

♦ Chr. T.Wylce, p.112. Polidore Virgil, p. 325. 

and 
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and to rcfidc in their country, were the only ties which fecured 
the fidelity of the Welfh nation to the Englifh government. 
Thefe bands being loofened, and the only motives to union 
having ceafed, every part of the newly fubdued Rate fell again 
into diforder: a fpirit of refit'cance revived in the Welfh, not 
under the foie guidance of any diftinguiihed perfon, nor upon 
any plan of concerted operation, but only as chance or caprice, 
private ambition, or national hatred directed. 

At this time the king of England was in Guienne, and had 
left, during his ablence, the earl of Cornwall regent of the 
■realm. In the late conqueft of Wales, Rhys ap Meredydh had 
been active in the fervice of Edward j and in confequence of 
that fervice had been made a knight, add flattered with the 
hopes of receiving from the hands of that prince ftili farther 
honours. Inftead of his expectations being realized, it feems as 
if he had been left in that cold neglcCt, which is frequently 
the juft reward beftowed upon wicked and interefted men, when 
their fcrvices arc no longer neccflary. He was cited to appear 
in the county courts, with other Welfh noblemen, by Robert 
de Tibetot, and Alan Plucknet, the one jufliciary of South 
Wales and governor of feveral caftles adjoining to the territory 
of Rhys ap Meredydh, and the other the king’s Reward in 
Wales.' Incenfcd at this fummons, the Welfh chieftain refufed 
his compliance. It was too mortifying to Rhys fo eafily to 
relinquifh his rights, derived from a long train of princely an- 

* Wellh Chron. p. 379. Henry de Koyghton de Event. Ang. p.2461;. Holin- 
iliead, p. 283. 


ceRors j 



Book IX. 


RHYS AP MEREDYDH. 


5 l 3 


ceftors; or to fee them mingle in the common ruin of ancient 
cuftoms. Legal meafures were taken to enforce his obedience. 
During the procefs, frequent hoftilities occurred between the 
retainers of the two parties, to the great annoyance of the 
country; at length the diforder rofe to fuch a height, as to 
make it neceflary, by an order of the Englifli king, for the earl 
of Cornwall to come in perfon into Wales with an army, and 
endeavour to check the infurre&ion. * At the fame time Ed¬ 
ward himfelf wrote to Rhys ap Meredydh, to delire that he 
would ceafe from hoftilities j a {Turing him, that, on his return, 
the evils he complained of fliould be redrafted, and that all 
reafonable juftice fhould be done him.' Rhys thought the king’s 
abfence a fair opportunity of roufing the fpirit of the Welfh na¬ 
tion, as yet not reconciled to fubje&ion, and of mounting the 
throne of his anceftors.* In purfuance of this defign, and that 
his followers might have no hopes of fafety but in their own 
valour, he took the caftles of Llandovery and Dinevawr, and 
likewife fet fire to feveral towns. 1 * 3 

The earl of Cornwall, defigning at the fame time to attack 
the rebel chieftain in feveral quarters, fummoned the military 
tenants of the crown to rendezvous at Gloucefter, Llanbadernvawr, 
and Monmouth, ready to march under his own command, or 
under the earl of Gloucefter, who was appointed general in this 


i WclfltChvon. p.379. Hen. dc Knyghton dc Event. Ang. p. 2465. Hulinflicad, 

p. *83. * Polidorc Virgil, p. 326. 

3 Ryn,cr, vo!. II. p. 343, 344, 345. Guth. Iiitt. Eng. vol. I. p. 903. 
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expedition.' This appointment however was fuperfeded by Corn¬ 
wall himfelf, 1 who, marching into Wales, obliged Rhys and his 
followers to retire into the faftnefles of the country; which gave 
that nobleman an opportunity of taking and demolilhing the 
caftles of the Welfh chieftain. One of thefe was the caftle of 
Ruflin. It was ufual in thole days, in the liege of a fortrefs, 
to undermine the walls by finking a mine, and to fupport it 
with timber until the befiegers were ready to begin the attack; 
they then fet fire to the props, and the mine finking in confe- 
quence, the walls fell to the ground, and the alTault immediately 
took place. During this operation, in the fiege of this fortrefs 
the lord Stafford, and William de Monchency, attended by many 
knights and efquires, came to reconnoitre the works j but the 
miners, unlkilful in that fervice, had fupported the mine fo 
weakly, that the walls fuddenly falling in, they all perilhed under 
the ruins. Though the caftle was taken, the expedition was 
rendered of little advantage, by the earl of Gloucefter having 
remained ina&ive; owing, it is probable, to his having been 
fuperfeded in the command, or to fome fecret inclination he 
might feel to favour the enemy’s caufe.' The earl of Cornwall, 
unable to force Rhys ap Meredydh, and the feafon of the year 
advancing into winter, was obliged to relinquilh the enterprife, 
and to grant him a truce. 4 


* Rymcr, vol. II. p. 343, 344, 345. Guth. Hift.Eng. vol.I. p. 905. 

* Ibid. 

1 Holinihcad, p, 284. Matth. Wcitra. p. 179. T. Wyke, p. 113. Annalea Waver- 
lcienCs, p. 240. ♦ Ibid. 
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The regent had no fooner arrived at Wedminder early in No¬ 
vember, than the Wellh chieftain renewed hodilities, and laid 
flfege to the cadle of Emlyn.* On this breach of the treaty the 
judiciary fet a price upon his head, and alfo proclaimed him a 
traitor: fummonfes were likewife iffued by the earl of Cornwall 
for the Englifh nobility on the borders of Wales to take up arms 
againft the rebels.’ The Mortimers, and other lords of the 
marches, taking arms under Robert de Tibetot, gained pofleflion 
of a ftrong fortrefs belonging to Rhys; and fo effe&ually checked 
his dcfigns, that having no fecurity in his own territories, he took 
refuge in thofe of the earl of Glouceder, by whofe means he 
afterwards efcaped into Ireland. 1 

Having remained inactive three years, in this retreat, Rhys 
ap Mercdydh came again into South Wales j and railing a new 
infurrettion, the judiciary oppofed him with the few forces which 
on a fudden he was able to raile. Informed that his own troops 
were more in number than theEnglifli, the Welfli chieftain, with 
great confidence, marched to give them the meeting. The levies a. n. 

IH/. J. 

which he had brought into the field were compofed of young and 
raw foldiers: accudomed to no difciplinc, they did not preferve any 
order in their ranks, but with great fuiy attacked their enemies in 
front, flank, and rear, expe£ting on the firfl onfet to break their 
array. The Englilh troops, forming into a clofe body, prefented 

* Rymer, vol.II. p.354. 

* T. Wyke, p. 115. Rymer, vol.II. p. 344, 345. 

* Holinfliead, p. 284. Matth. Weflm. p.179. T. Wykc, p. uj. Annalcs Wavcr- 
Icienfis, p. 240. 
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a front on every fide to the aflailants. The a&ion continued for 
fome time warmly difputed: the Welfh repeating their onfets with 
much bravery, and the Englifh as bravely beating them back: at 
length, the aflaults of the Welfh growing more weak, the Eng- 
lifh made an effort to break through the main body of the enemy, 
which they eafily accomplifhed. The Welfh troops, confufed 
and in difmay, were beaten down on every fide. Four thoufand 
of them were flain in this engagement.* Their leader Rhys ap 
Meredydh was taken prifoner; and a little time after, on the 
departure of the king into Scotland, he was executed at York, 
agreeably to the new mode of punilhmentj by being drawn at 
the tails of horfes, and afterwards hanged and quartered. 1 After 
his death, the caftles and territories of the Welfh chieftain were 
given to Robert de Tibetot.* 

The king of England, at this time, was engaged in adifpute 
with the French monarch i and other means having proved in¬ 
effectual, he determined to do himfelf juftice by force of arms. 
In this defign, he was affifted by his Englifh fubjeCts, who 
granted him very liberal fupplies; and he now attempted to 
make an experiment of taxation on his new fubjedts the Welfh. 
He appointed Roger de Pulefton, a man of great eminence in 
the country, and who was high in his favour, to colleft a fifteenth 
of their moveables/ As yet little inured to the habits of a foreign 

1 Hoiinftiead, p. 284. Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2465. 

1 Polidone Virg. p. 326, 327. Matt. Weft. p. 184, fay* he was executed at Berwick. 

* Rymer, vol. II. p. 482. 

4 Wcllh Chron. p.380. Carte, vol, II. p.236, from Walftngbam, Chr. Dunftapte. 
Pat. 22 £. I, m. a&. 
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government, the fpirit of the Welfti was fet on fire wherever 
this tax was attempted to be enforced j an aflent to which they 
confidered as forming a precedent in future for impofitions of 
the like nature. 

Three infurredtions fprung up in Wales, in different places* 
and nearly at the fame time} though it does not appear that 
they were diredted by any common principle of union. 

The natives of Weft Wales 1 rofe up in arms, under the 
leading of Maelgwyn Vychan, and plundered the counties of 
Pembroke and Caerdigan. The people who inhabited Glamor¬ 
gan and the fouthern parts, alfo revolted under the conduct of a 
chieftain of the name of Morgan, defeended from the ancient 
lords of that country and being joined by the principal vaffals 
of the earl of Gloucefter, they drove that nobleman out of his 
territories, and reftored to the Wellh chieftain the inheritance of 
his anceftors. Madoc, an illegitimate fon of the late gallant 
Llewelyn, 1 and who had himfelf afliimed the title of prince, was 
at the head of the infurgents in North Wales.* 

The revolt opened with atts of hoftility, which marked an 
inveteracy of fpirit, and a firm refolution in the Welfli, that the 
fword alone fhould fecure their fafety, and determine the difpute. 
Seifing on Roger de Pulefton, they caufed him to be hanged, and 
afterwards cut off his head } the fame fate attended all his affo- 

i Pcrabrokelhire. * Mills’s Catalogue of Honour, p.310. 

* Mattb. Weltm. £. 190, 191. Welih Chron. p. 380. Holiufticad, p. 293. 
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dates who were concerned in colle&ing this odious tribute. 
About the middle of July, Madoc proceeded to Caernarvon, 
at this time crowded with the Englifli, who had aflembled there 
on account of a great fair. Thefe unarmed people were all 
flaughtered: the town was plundered and fet on fire, and the 
caftle of Caernarvon taken the fortrcfs in Snowdun, likewife, 
fell into the hands of Madoc, and who foon after gained pofleffion 
of Anglcfey.* 

i 

A revolt fo widely fpread, and which had opened with fuch 
daring infults, determined Edward to fufpend his intended views 
on the continent; and to recall his forces, at that time ready 
to embark under the command of his brother the earl of Lan- 
cafter, and of Henry Lacie lord of Denbigh and earl of Lincoln. 
The latter nobleman, with a view of preferving the caftle of 
Denbigh, advanced before the king into North Wales and pro¬ 
ceeding in his route under the walls of that fortrefs, on the 
eleventh of November, was fuddenly encountered by the Welfli; 
who, encouraged by the fituation of the Englifti army, were 
defirous of hazarding their fortunes upon the ifliie of a Angle 
battle. The event was glorious to the Welfli i the Englifti forces 
were defeated and forced to retire.’ 

The revolt in Pembroke, under the conduct of Maelgwyn 
Vychan, had not proved fo fuccefsful; as that chieftain, about 

* Matth. Wefttn. p. 190, 191. Welfli Chron. p. 380. Holinfliead, p. 293. 

* Carte, vol. II. p. 237, from T. Willingham. Pat. 22 E. I. in. 28. 

* Hcn.de Knyghton, p, 2471. Polidore Virgil, p.332. Wellh Chron. p.380. 
Holinfliead, p. 293. 
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this time, was taken prifoner ; and being conveyed to Hereford, 
he was in that city drawn at the tails of horfes to the place of 
execution, and hanged with two of his accomplices.' 

The earl of Warwick had already obliged Morgan, the other 
chieftain who had revolted in South Wales, to fubmit himfelf to 
the royal mercy, with feven hundred of his retainers.* That 
chief, and others of the Welfh nobility, who were vaffals of the 
earl of Gloucefter, difgufted with the pride of that nobleman, 
and his arbitrary condutt, had entered into a rcfolution never to 
fubmit to his authority j but offered to yield themfelves up to 
the king, provided they might hold their effates of the crown 
of England. Being indulged in this requeft, Morgan and the 
other Welfh chieftains laid down their arms, did homage to Ed¬ 
ward, and delivered hoftages for their fidelity.' At this time the 
Englifil king was in South Wales, attempting in perfon to quiet 
the diforders of that country. He had been deceived into the 
expectation that the county of Caerdigan would have followed 
the example of the people of Glamorgan j but this fuhmiffion 
at prefent not taking place, the Englifh prince, in refentment of 
the deception which had been offered him by the abbot of Strata- 
Florida, fet fire to that abbey. 4 

Alarmed at a revolt which was now-rifing into importance, 
and which menaced the fafety of his new dominions, Edward 
came into North Wales to conduCt the war in perfon. Having 

* Matth. Weftnw p. 191, calls him Chanan. * Guthrie’s Hift. Eng. p. 919. 

1 Matth. Weflm. p.191. Carte, vol. I. p.237. * Guthrie, vol.I. p. 919V 
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proceeded in his march to the Conway, he eroded that arm of 
the fea with a part of his forces j and retiring into the caftle, 
waited for the remainder of his army to follow. In his paffage 
he loft many waggons and other carriages loaded with vi&uals, 
which had been intercepted by the Welfti; who in great multi¬ 
tudes came down from the mountains, and invefted the caftle 
on the fide of the land. A fudden rife in the Conway, prevent¬ 
ing his troops from palling the river, and affording him any 
alliftance, rendered Edward’s lituation exceedingly alarming j he 
was in great want of provilions, was cut off from his army, 
and was furrounded on every fide by water and the enemy. The 
diftrefs of the garrifon was fo great with refpeft to provifions, 
that Edward, in common with the loldiers, was obliged to eat 
falted meat, and the coarle bread which was found in the caftle, 
and to ufe water likewife for his drink mixed with honey. A Angle 
flaggon of wine only remained in the fortrefs, which being rc- 
ferved folely for the king’s ufe, that prince could not be pre¬ 
vailed upon to tafte it; but caufing it to be mingled with water, 
he ordered the liquor to be diftributed among the garrifon ; de¬ 
claring, with a manly fpirit, that he would lhare every extremity 
with the meaneft foldier.’ In this perilous ftatc, when any 
moment might have been fatal, Edward’s ufuai good fortune at¬ 
tended him. The Conway fuddenly fubfiding, his forces were 
enabled to crofs the water and come to his relief. The Wellh, 
then, abandoned the fiege and retired to the mountains of Snow- 
dun. The Englifh king, on the enemies retreat, paffed the 
Chriftmas holidays without moleftation in the caftle of Conway.’ 


* Hcn.de Knyghton, p. 2471. 


* Holinfliead, p. 293. W«Wh Chron. p. 380. 
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The earl of Warwick, having received intelligence that a large 
body of the enemy was encamped in a valley, which was inclofed 
on each fide by a wood, feie&ed for this fervice a fquadron of 
horfe, with a detachment of crofs-bow-men and archers i and 
with this force, marching filently in the night, he fuddenly 
furrounded the Welfli, little fufpefting an affault. With much 
coolnefs, however, the Wellh, fixing their fpears in the ground, 
and prefenting a dangerous front, kept off the Englifh horfe. 
Not able to make any impreflion, the earl of Warwick placed a 
crofs-bow-man or an archer in every interval between two horfe- 
men j who, thus, fighting at a diftance, flew great numbers with 
their ffiot and arrows j then charging the remaining body with 
his horfe, the Wellh phalanx was broken, and was foon entirely 
routed with great daughter.’ After this a&ion, Edward, finding 
no enemy to refill him, eroded over the Menai into Anglefey; 
where he erected a ftrong fortrefs, which he called Beumarifh,* 
as a check to the natives of that ifland. Then having laid the 
country more open, by cutting roads through the woods,' and 
having feverely punilhed thole perfons who had been concerned 
in the murder of Roger de Pulcfton, he returned with his 
army into England. 4 

All this time, the gallant Madoc, giving way to the llorm, 
though ftill unbroken in his lpirit, had retired into a place of 
fecurity. The young chieftain, no doubt, on his firfl: fuccefs, 

* J. Roffi. Ant. Warw. p. 166. Holinfliead, p. *94. 

* Camden’s Brit, p.675. Gibfon’s edit, 
i Holinlhcad, p. 294. Wcllh Chron. p. 381. 4 Match. Weftm. p. 191. 
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had flattered himfelf with the hopes of reftoring his country 
to its ancient freedom.' Incited by this fond idea, the Welfh 
in great numbers ftill eagerly joined his ftandard. On the 
king’s departure, Madoc invaded the Englifli borders. Having 
reduced Ofweftry, and ravaged the adjacent country, he de¬ 
feated the lord Strange near Knocking; then again defeating 
a body of Englifli in another engagement,, he proceeded towards 
Shrewfbury; but during his progrefs, his forces were routed by 
the lords of the marches, and he himfelf, after a long re- 
fiftance, was taken prifoner upon the hills of Cefn Digolh not 
far from Caurs caftle.* Madoc was fent up to London, and 
doomed by king Edward to perpetual imprifonment in the 
Tower.’ 

On this difafter, all the Welfh chieftains laid down their 
arms and fubmitted to the Englifh monarch; whofe conduct 
on this occafion was politic, and tempered in fome degree with 
lenity. No victim was facrificed to the feverity of his juftice : 
he gave to the heirs of the rebellious chieftains their forfeited 
eftates; requiring only a compcnfation for the damages which 
he had fuftained in the war, with an aflurance likewife of 
implicit obedience for the future. Left the moderation of his 
conduit might again incite them to revolt, he allured them, 
A - D * that he would entirely exterminate their nation, if they again 
prefumed to refill his authority. 4 The moft eminent of the 

> Holinihead, p. 294. 

* It it faid by others, that Madoc was delivered up to Edward by his own army. 

3 Welfli Chron. p. 381. * Carte’s Hill. Eng. p. 237. 
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Welfli nobility were confined in different cattles of England, 
where they remained fome years, during the wars of Edward 
in Scotland}" that prince, no doubt, regarding their confinement 
as the only fure pledge of their fidelity. The greater number of 
thefe chieftains were imprifoned in the Tower of London. 
To foothe their minds during this folitary confinement, banifhed 
from their country and their friends, the Welfii chieftains foli- 
cited the favour that their manufcripts might be fent to them 
out of Wales. They were indulged in this reafonable requeft. 
And as it is natural to conclude, that they made a free ufe of this 
indulgence, in procefs of time the Tower became the principal 
repofitory of Welfti literature. This valuable colle&ion is faid 
to have been committed to the flames by one Sedan,* a perfon 
who is only known to the world by having perpetrated fo in¬ 
famous an a&ion} and who might have been inftigattd to it 
by the fame motive, which impelled Heroftratus to fet on fire 
the temple of Diana. 


THE infurre£tions already recited, with the revolt of Sir 
Gryffydh Llwyd, and the rebellion of Owen Glcndwrdwy,* were 
the laft efforts which the Welfh made to recover the freedom 
they had loft. Their wild fpirit of independence, and their 
enthufiafm for liberty, from this period gradually declined. The 
blood of their beloved princes was nearly extinct; and their 

t Hen. de Knyghton de E\ent. Ang. p. >472. Holinflicad, p. 494. Wellh Citron, 
p. 38*. 

* Jones’s Muficnl and Poetical Relics of the WclihBards, p. I. • Glyndyfrdwy. 
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native bravery was fubdued, or rendered ineffe&ual, by tbeir 
inteftine divifions, and by their repeated misfortunes. When 
fierce valour and unregulated freedom are oppofed to difcipline, 
to enlarged views, and to found policy, the conteft is very 
unequal; it is not therefore furprifing that the genius of Eng¬ 
land at length obtained the afcendency. It was, indeed, an in- 
terefting fpc&acle, and might juftly have excited indignation 
and pity, to have feen an ancient and gallant nation, falling 
the victims of private ambition, or.finking under the weight of 
a fuperior power. But fuch emotions, which were then due to 
that injured people, have loft, at this period, their force and 
their poignancy. A new train of ideas arife, when we fee that 
the change is beneficial to the vanquilhed: when we fee a wild 
and precarious liberty fucceeded by a freedom, which is fecured 
by equal and fixed laws: when we fee manners hoftile and bar¬ 
barous, and a fpirit of rapine and cruelty, foftened down into 
the arts of peace, and the milder habits of civilized life: when 
we fee this Remnant of the ancient Britons, uniting in interefts, 
and mingling in friendfhip with their conquerors, and enjoying 
with them the fame Conftitutional Liberties ? the purity of 
which, we truft, will continue uncorrupted, as long as the Britifh 
Empire fhall be numbered among the nations of the earth. 


T ft E 
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AFTER the conqueft of Wales by Edward the firft, the 
concerns of that country, confidered in a national light, are 
entirely uninterefting; as the inhabitants of which, until the 
reign of Henry the feventh, were reduced to a Rate of bondage 
the moft deep and fevere/ 

Actuated by few other fprings than their paflions, re- 
jftrained by no regular police, no longer animated by the prefence 
of their princes, nor their minds foftened by the influence of 
native arts, the manners of the Welfh nation, for a long 
period, degenerated into the deepeft ferocity. Unemployed in 
the arts of peace, little civilized by focial intercourle, and enjoy¬ 
ing only a narrow and partial hofpitality, their eager fpirit, no 
longer directed againft a potent and hereditary enemy, naturally 
funk into deadly feuds/ or was deeply engaged in the plea- 
fures of the chace. 

Though the policy of Edward the firft had allowed the 
Welfli nation to enjoy their liberties, and to hold their eftates 
under ancient tenures, they had much reafon to complain of 
the exceffive rigour which had been .exercifed over them by the 

* See Statute* refpefting Wales in the reigns of Henry the fourth, and Henry 
the fixth. 

• Hill. Gwcdir Family, p. 78, 79, &c. 
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officers of juft ice, and of the rapacity of the Englifh barons 
who had fettled in Wales.' 

The powers of the lords marchers were ftill in their full 
force, and had been exercifed with fuch feverity upon the Welfli, 
as to render an aft of parliament neceflary in the reign of Henry 
the eighth. The ftatute is to the following purpofe; “ Whereas 
“ many robberies, murders, and other evil practices have been 
“ daily committed in the county palatine of Chefter, and Flint- 
•* fhire in Wales, and alfoin Anglefea, Caernarvon, Meirionydh, 
** Caerdigan, Caermarthen, Pembroke, and Glamorgan j becaufe 
“ juftice is not adminiftered there in fuch form as in other 
“ places of this realm: for the remedy of this, it is enafted, 
** that the Lord Chancellor of England, or Keeper of the Great 
“ Seal, (hall nominate and appoint juftices of peace, juftices of 
“ the quorum, and juftices of the goal-delivery in the faid 
“ counties, and that they fhall have like power and authority 
“ as thofc in England.” This ftatute in fome mcafure leflened 
the evils complained of; as it was the means of keeping of¬ 
fenders in awe, they not being able, as before, to efcape, 
and to flee from one lordfhip marcher to another: it alfo 
placed the adminiftration of juftice on a more ftable foundation. 

Another evil had likewife arifen, which ftrongly marked 
the oppreflion of the times; to the remedy of which a fucceed- 
ing ftatute was judged neceflary, and was to the following effeft: 


it 


* Hill.Gwcdir Family, p. 30, 31, 34. 
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** Whereas in Wales and in the Marches, there are many 
** forefts belonging either to the king or to the lords marchers, 
“ wherein fundry afctions have been committed for a long 
“ time, contrary to the law of God and man; infomuch, that 
“ if any perfon entered the faid forefts without a token given 
“ him by any of the forefters, a? a licence to pafs, or unlefs 
“ he was a yearly tributer or chenfer , he was forced to pay a 
“ grievous fine and if he fhould chance to be found twenty- 
“ four feet out of the highway, he was then to forfeit all the 
“ gold or money which was found on his perfon, and likewife a 
** joint of one of his hands, unlefs he was fined for the offence 
“ at the diferetion of the forefter, or farmer of the fame. And 
“ whereas likewife, if any cattle ftrayed into the faid forefts, 
“ it was the cuftom of the forefters to mark them for their 
** own, with the mark of the foreft.” By this ftatute, it was 
ena&ed, that people fhould be allowed to pafs through thefe 
forefts as freely as in other places; and that ftrayed cattle, 
within a year and a day, fhould be reftored to the right owners, 
they only paying a compenfation for the herbage. 

These ftatutes, rcftraining the powers of the lords marchers, 
were fome years after fucceeded by another a 61 of Parliament, 
which rendered thofe lords no longer the obje 61 s of terror, 
and entirely deftroyed their juridical authority. It was to the 
following effed : “ Whereas by the gifts of the kings of Eng- 
" land, many of the moft ancient prerogatives and authorities 
«« of juftice appertaining to the imperial crown of this realm, 
“ have been fevered and taken from the fame ■, it was then 

“ enaded. 
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“ enacted, that no perfon fhould have power and authority 
“ to pardon or to remit treafons, murders, man-flaughters, or 
“ any felonies, or their acceffaries in any part of England, 
“ Wales, or in the marches of the fame: That likewife no 
“ perfon fhould make juftices of oyer, juftices of affize, juftices 
«' of peace, or juftices of .goal-delivery; but they lhould in 
“ future be made only by the king’s letters patent: And that 
“ all original writs, judicial writs, and all manner of indidt- 
“ ments for treafon, felony, and trefpafs, and all manner of 
“ procefs Should be only made in the king’s name j and that 
“ all offences committed againft the peace, fhould be confidered 
“ as an offence committed againft the king, and not againft 
“ the peace of any other perfon.” Thefe exceffive powers, 
which had been anciently veiled in thofe perfons who enjoyed 
counties palatine, and jura regalia in lordfhip marchers, being 
thus taken away, a more regular and uniform courl'e of juftice 
was eftablifhedj and in confequence, the diforders continually 
occurring within thofe precindts were in a great meafure 
prevented. 

Though thefe humane and falutary ftatutes had relieved the 
Wellh from many of their fufferings, the line of diftindlion 
was ftill prelerved, and they yet remained as a feparate people; 
a diftindlion, contrary to all juft ideas of government, and 
which could only ferve to keep alive their national prejudices. 
But the Welfh themfelves, and it may be recorded to their 
honour, folicited Henry the eighth that he would extend his 
liberal defigns, and would give them a ftill more falutary effedl. 

The 
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The petition itlelf, which they lent to that monarch, will bcft 
explain their extenfive views and manly fpirit, as well as the 
nature and juftice of their claims. 

“ May it pleafe your Highnefs.” 

“ We, on the part of your Highnefs ’s fubjects, inhabiting 
“ that portion of the iflnml which our invaders fir It called Wales, 
“ molt humbly proftrate at your Highnefs’s feet, do crave to 

be received and adopted into the lame laws, and privileges, 
“ which your other fubjects enjoy: Neither lhall it hinder us 
“ (we hope) that we have lived fo long under our own. For as 
“ they were both enacted by authority of our ancient law-givers, 
“ and obeyed for many fucceffions of ages, we truft your High- 
“ nefs will pardon us, if we thought it neither cafy nor fafe 
* c fo fuddenly to relinquilh them. We lhall not prefume yet 
“ to compare them with thefe now ufed, and lefs lhall we 
“ conteft how good and equal in themfelves they are. Only if 
“ the defence of them and our liberty againft the Romans, 
“ Saxons, arid Danes, for fo many hundred years, and lallly 
“ againft the Normans, as long as they pretended no title but 
“ the fword, was thought juft and honourable ; we prefume it 
“ will not be infamous now j and that all the marks of rebellion 
“ and falfiiood, which our revilers would fallen on us, will fall 
“ on any, fooner than thofe who fought for fo many years, and 
“ with fo different nations for our juft defence : Which alfo is 
" fo true, that our beft hiftories affirm the chriftian religion to 
*• have been prelerved only by us for many years that the Saxons 
“ (being heathens) either attempted or poffeffed this country. 

Y y y “ May 
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“ May your Highnefs then gracioufly interpret our a&ions, while 
“ we did but that duty which your Highnefs would have now 
“ done by all your fubjects on like occafion j for when any 
“ fhould invade this country henceforth, we know your Highnefs 
“ would have us to behave ourfelves no otherwife. Befides, 
“ had not the aflailers found fome refiftance, they might have 
<c dcfpifed a country, that brought none forth able enough to 
“ aflert it; fo that we crave pardon, Sir, if we fay it was fit for 
“ the honour of your dominions that fome part of it fhould 
“ never be conquered. We then in the name of whatfoever in 
“ your Highnefs’s pofleflion hath in any age held out againft all 
“ invaders, do here voluntarily refign, and humble ourfelves to 
“ that fovereignty, which we acknowledge fo well inverted in 
“ your Highnefs. Nor is this the firft time; we have always 
“ attended on occafion to unite ourfelves to the greater and' 
“ better parts of the iflancl. 

“ But as the kings of this realm, weary of their attempts in 
** perfon againft us, did formerly give not only our country to 
“ thofc who could conquer it, but permitted them jura regalia , 
“ within their feveral precindls; fo it was impoflible to come to 
“ an agreement, while fo many that undertook this work, 
“ ufurped martial and ablolute power and jurifdi&ion in all- 
" they acquired, without eftablifhing any equal juftice. And* 
“ that all offenders flying from one lordfhip marcher (for fo 
•• they were termed) to another, did both avoid the punifhment 
** of the law, and eafily commit thofe robberies, which formerly 
“ tainted the honour of our parts. So that until the rigorous 

“ laws* 
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“ laws, not only of the feveral conquerors of England, but the 
“ attempters on our parts, were brought to an equal modera- 
,c tion, no union, how muchfoever affected by us, could enfue. 

" Therefore, and not fooner. We fubmitted ourfelves to 
“ Edward the firft, a prince, who made both many and equallcr 
“ law’s than any before him j therefore we defended his fon Ed- 
“ ward the fecund, when not only the Englifh forfook him, but 
“ ourfelves might have recovered our former liberty, had we 
“ defired it. Therefore we got victories for Edw'ard the third, 
“ and flood firm during all the diflenfions of this realm to his 
“ grandchild and fuccefior Richard the fecond. Only if fome 
“ amongft us refifted Henry the fourth, your Highnefs may 
“ better fuppofe the reafon than we tell it, though divers foreigners 
“ openly refufing to treat with him as a fovereign and lawful 
“ prince, have fufficiently publifhed it. We did not yet decline 
“ a due obedience to Henry the fifth, though in doubtful times, 
** we cannot deny, but many refractory perfons have appeared.' 
“ Howfoever, we never joined ourfelves with the Englifli rebels, 
“ or took occafion thereby to recover our liberty, though in 
“ Richard the fecond’s time, and during all the civil wars be- 
“ twixt Lancafter and York, much occafion was given. For 
“ adhering to the houfe of York, which we conceived the better 
“ title, we conferved our devotion ftill to the crown, until your 
« Highnefs’s father’s time, who (hearing his name and blood 
<« from us) was the more chearfully aflifted by our predeceffors 
“ in his title to the crown, which your Highnefs doth prefentiy 
<“ enjoy. And thus. Sir, if' we gave anciently proof of a 
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“ generous courage in defending our laws and country, we have 
“ given no lefs proof of a loyal fidelity fince we firft rendered 
“ ourfelves. In fo much, that we may truly affirm, that after 
“ our acceptance of the condition given us by Edward the firft, 
“ we have omitted no occafion of performing the duty of loving 
“ fubje&s. Neither is there any thing that comforts us more, 
“ than that all thole controverfies about fucccflion (which fo 
“ long wafted this land) are determined in your' Highnefs’s 
“ perfon, in whom we acknowledge both Houfes to be happily 
“ united. 

“ To your Highnefs therefore we offer all obedience, defiring 
“ only that we may be defended againft the infults of our malig- 
“ nant cenfurers: for we are not the offspring of the run-away 
“ Britons, (as they term us) but natives of a country, which, 
“ befidcs defending itfelf, received all thole who came to us for 
“ fuccours. Give us then (Sir) permillion to fay, that they 
“ wrong us much, who pretend our country was not inhabited 
“ before them, or that it failed in a due piety, when it was 
“ fo hofpitable to all that fled thither for refuge : which alfo will 
“ be more credible, when it fliall be remembered, that even our 
“ higheft mountains furnifh good beef and mutton, not only to 
“ all the inhabitants, but fupply England in great quantity. 
“ We humbly befoech your Highnefs therefore, that this note 
may be taken from us. As for our language, though it Item 
“ harfli, it is that yet which was fpoken anciently, not only in 
“ this illand, but in France: fome dialers whereof therefore re- 
“ main ftill amongft the Bas-Bretons there, and here in Corn- 
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“ wall. Neither will any man doubt it, when he fhall find 
** thofc words of the ancient Gaulilh language repeated by the 
“ Latin authors, to fignify the fame thing amongft us at this 
“ day: Nor fliall it be a difparagement (we hope) that it is 
“ fpoken fo much in the throat, fince the Florentine and Spaniard 
“ affe6t this kind of pronunciation, as believing words that 
found fo deep proceed from the heart. So that if we have 
“ retained this language longer than the more northern inhabi- 
“ tants of this ifland (whofe fpeech appears manifeftly to be a 
“ kind of Englifli, and confequently introduced by the Saxons) 
<c we hope it will be no imputation to us; your Ilighncfs will 
“ have but the more tongues to ferve you : it fliall not hinder 
“ us to ftudy Englifh, when it were but to learn how we might 
“ the better ferve and obey your Highnefs: to whofe laws we 
“ mod humbly defire again to be adopted j and doubt not, 
“ but if in all countries the mountains have afforded as eminent 
“ wits and fpirits as any other part, ours alfo, by your High 
“ nefs’s good favour and employment, may receive that efteem.” 

The king of England, having confidered the loyalty of his 
Welfli fubjc&s, and the reafonable nature of their claim, ordered 
a ftatute to be enabled in parliament, which entirely united 
Wales with his Englifh dominions; regarding, no doubt, fuch 
an union as an object of found policy. 

The ftatute is to this effeft. 

“ That as the dominion, principality and country of Wales 
“ is a member and part of the temporal crown of this realm, 

g “ whereof 
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“ whereof therefore the king is head and ruler j yet as it hath 
“ clivers rights, ufages, laws and cuftoms very different to the 
“ laws and cuftoms of this realm, and becaufe the language of 
“ that country is different from that which is fpoken here, and 
“ that many rude people hereupon have made diftinflion and 
“ diverfity betwixt his Highnefs’s other fubje&s, and them, to 
cc the caufing of much difeord and fedition; his Highnefs there- 
“ fore, out of his love and favour to his fubje&s in Wales, and 
“ for reducing them to his laws, doth by advice and confent of 
** his parliament ordain and enadt, that Wales fhall be united 
“ and incorporated henceforth to and with his realm of Eng- 
“ land j and that his fubje&s in Wales fhall enjoy and inherit 
“ all fingular freedoms, liberties, rights, privileges and laws which 
“ his Highnefs’s fubjedts elfevvhere enjoy and inherit. " And 
“ therefore that inheritances fhall defeend after the manner of 
“ England, without divifion or partition, and not after any 
“ tenure or form of Welfli laws or cuftoms. And forafmuch 
“ as there are-divers lordfliips marchers within the laid country 
“ or dominion in Wales, being no parcel of any other fliires 
“ where the laws and due correttion is ufed and had, and that 
“ in them and the countries adjoining manifold murders, 
“ robberies, felonies, and the like, have been done, contrary to 
<c all law and juftice, becaufe the offenders, making their refuge 
“ from one lordfhip marcher to another, were continued without 
" punifliment and correftion : Therefore it is enabled that the 
“ laid lordlhips marchers fhall be united, annexed, and joined 
** to divers fliires fpecified in the faid adf‘ 

* ThU account of the abolition of lordfliips marchers, and of the petition of the 
Welfli to Henry the eighth, has been takes from lord Herbert of Cherbury, in bis 
hiltory of the reign of that monarch. 
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This ftatute was put into immediate execution. The utility 
of which has been fully juftified by the experience of nearly 
three centuries. During this time, the genius of the Wellh 
nation has taken a different turn, lias compofed itfelf to rational 
obedience, and has been diretted to thofe purfuits which tend to 
polifti their manners, to enlarge their views, and to cultivate 
their minds j and, by conlequence, to promote the happinefs of 
individuals, as well as the bell interefts of the public. 
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THE 

INTRODUCTION and PROGRESS 

O F 

CHRISTIANITY 

I N 

BRITAIN AND IN CAMBRIA. 

THE Saxons having deftroycd, with barbarous rage, the 
ancient monuments of the Britifli hiftory, it is difficult to de¬ 
termine, at this time, whether Chriftianity was eftablifhed by the 
divine million of the npoftles and their firft difciples, or by the 
pious labours of fuccceding mifiiollaries. , This event, from the 
want of authentic records, forms a doubtful part of hiftory; 
being nearly loft in the darknefs of thofe times, and enveloped 
amidft the legendary fables of the monks. It is however allowed, 
that chriftianity was introduced about the middle of the firft 
century j having been perhaps in fome degree favoured by an 
edi£t of the emperor Claudius, which had been iffued 'to exter¬ 
minate the Druidical religion.* But though the cbrijlian faith 

* Moflicim’s Ecckliaftical Iliil. 1 Whitaker’s Hi ft. Manchciler, vol. II. p. 187. 
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had been thus early planted in the ifland, it does not appear 
to have taken root, or to have fpread, until the time of Lucius, 
who is faid to have reigned in Britain about the end of the 
fecond century.* Soon after the converfion of this prince from 
paganifm, he fent ambaffadors to Eleutherius, the bilhop of 
Rome, to folicit the affiftance of pious and learned men; by 
whofe labours his own faith might be confirmed, and chrif- 
tianity extended through the nation. By the induftry and zeal 
of ihofe who in confequence were fent by that prelate, the 
Britons were in general converted j and the Britifii church re¬ 
ceived at that period a ccfhfiderable degree of ftrength and of 
union, by being reduced into a regular eftablifhment.* This 
prince is laid to have converted the heathen temples into places 
of chriftian worfiiip; and to have divided the national church 
into three ecclefiaftical provinces, each of which was a me¬ 
tropolitan fee , and the refidence of an archbiftiop. The firft fee 
was fixed at London, and contained within its province the 
fouth of England. The fecond was fettled at Caer Lleon upon 
Ulke in Monmouthlhire, and held within its jurifdi&ion Cambria , 
or Wales. The third fee was cftablilhed at York, which ex¬ 
tended its ecclefiaftical power over the northern parts of the 
ifland.' Befules three archbilhops, there were twenty-eight fuf- 
fragan bilhops; the whole being equal to the number of Arch- 


t Vertigan, in his Epiftle to the Englifli Nation, p. 2 . Flor. Wighornc. Mar. 
Sabcllicus. Godwin’s Englifli Bifliops. 

* Archbifliop Ulher, cap. viii. 4. Moflieim, vol. I. p. 121. Godwin’s Eugljfli 
Hilltops. Gcoffry Monmouth. 

J Rowland’s Mona Antiij. p, 14a. 
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flamcns and Flamens, who had prefided over the Pagan hierarchy* 
in Britain.’ At the fame time that chriftianity acquired this 
degree of regularity, a fchool for religious learning was efta- 
bliflied at Bangor-is-Coed in Flintshire, which afterwards became 
the great feminary of knowledge for the province of Cambria. 1 

To decide upon the credit which is due to this legend is a 
difficult point to the hiftorian, many learned writers having 
held different opinions with refpeft to the real exigence of 
Lucius j on the authenticity of which is founded the fabric 
of the early Britifh church. The evidence of Tertullian and 
Origen, who lived about the fecond century, and of St. Chryfof- 
tome and other fathers of a later period, bear teftimony to 
the early introduction of chriftianity into the ifland, as well as 
to the falutary effects which it had produced upon the manners 
of the Tritons. 1 The Britifh bifliops alfo appear to have at¬ 
tained a degree of pre-eminency, in the public councils of the 
church, on account of the chriftian faith having been earlier 
eftablifhed in Britain than in any of the weftem parts of 
Europe. 4 

The flames of perfecution, which under feveral emperora 
had raged in various parts of the Roman empire, had not ex¬ 
tended into Britain before the reign of Dioclcfian j and from 
the firft eftablifhmcnt of the church under Lucius to this 

1 Godwin’s Englilli bifliops, p. 157. Geoffry Monmouth. Speed’s Chron. p. 79. 

* Rowland’s Mona, p. 142. 3 Speed’s Chron. p. 76, 77. 

* Rowland’s Mona, p. 138. 
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period, it enjoyed an univerfal tranquillity.' But the rapid 
progrefs of chriftianity alarmed the heathen priefts ; who were 
afraid left their power, together with Polytheifm, would fink 
under that afcendency which the new religion was acquiring 
over the minds of men. Influenced by thefe motives, they 
aflailed the fears of Dioclefian with unjuft accufations againft 
the chriftiansj impofing on him fi&itious oracles, and other 
infidious arts, which influence the timid and fuperftitious . 1 
After fome refiftance, the zeal of this prince was inflamed by an 
interefted priefthood, and a cruel perfecution enfued; which 
was of fo long continuance, that it had nearly proved fatal to 
the chriftian caufe . 5 The church of Britain fhared in the general 
calamity; for, during its progrefs, the facred edifices were dc- 
ftroyed, the priefts were maflacred, and the people were either 
killed, or obliged to abjure their religion. The firft perfon 
who fealed with martyrdom his faith in the religion of Chrift, 
was Alban, of the city Verulamium, who was beheaded upon 
the fite of the prcfent town of St. Alban’s ; 4 and at the fame 
time, and near the fame place, fuffered Ainphibalus, who had 
converted that father to chriftianity.* The next martyrs of 
eminence were Aaron and Julius , 6 who were put to death at 

* Godwin’s Englifli Biiliops, 157. Speed’s Chron. p. 79. 

1 Moflieim’s Ecclef. Hift. vol. I. p. 256. Godwin’s Eng. Biiliops, p. 157. 

» Moflieim’s Ecclcf.'Hift. vol. I. p. 258. 

*. In honour of this Saint, Offa king of the Mercians, built the monaftry of St. 
Alban’s. 

j Speed’s Chron. p. 79. from Bede. Godwin’s Bifliops, p. 157. Carte, vol. I. 
p. 136. 

* Matth. Paris. 
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CatT I,Icon upon Ulke; and at Litchfield a thoufand chriftians 
are faid to have fallen the vidtims of this cruel perfecution/ 

So late as about this period the druidical religion remained 
in Scotland, and in the adjacent ifland6; but Cratylinth, a 
king of that country, out of zeal for chriftianity, began his 
reign by the expulfion of the Druids ; and having driven them 
out of the Ifle of Man,* which was the prefidency of the Order, 
and a part of his dominions, he eredled there a (lately church, 
to the honour of Chrift, which he named Soderenfe Fanum, or 
our Saviour’s Church. 1 

Though the fituation of the Britifh church, during the 
late perfecution, was truly calamitous, her fufferings were alle¬ 
viated by the fhortnefs of. their duration; for Caraufius, and after 
him Alledus,* when they ufurped the fovereignty of the ifland, 
had too much policy to irritate their fubjedts, by urging the fury 
of the Imperial edidls. And when Conftantius prefided over 
Gaul and Britain in the quality of Casfar, he had deferted the 
religion of his anceilors; and he preferved in fafety the pro¬ 
vinces under his own government,, amidit the violence of 
thofe itorms which dcfolated the other parts of the chriftian 
world/ Afterwards when that prince had fucceeded to the 


> Giraldiis Cambrenfil Iteu. lib. I. cap. V. Geoffry Monmouth. Bede. Carte, 
vol. 1. p. 136. 

* Or Man,. 

* Rowland, p»io8. * Carte, vol I. p. 136, 146. 

4 Mo&eiro, vol.I. p. 35$, 358, 359. 
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Purple as Emperor of the Weft, he paffed the fmall remainder A. n. 
of his davs in Britain j and befides the zeal which was natural 
to a convert, he had an additional motive for (hewing favour 
to the church, by having married in his youth, Helena, who 
was a chriftian princefs of the ifl’and.' But under the aufpices 
of Conftantine the Great , whofe elevated qualities had feated him 
without a rival on tire Imperial throne, chriftianity became 
the eftablifhed religion of the empire. 1 A luminous appearance 
of a crofs feen in the air at noon day by Conftantine, as he 
was marching towards Rome to attack Maxentius, with the 
infeription upon it of Hoc figno Vinces, is attefted by an ancient 

writer’ as the caufe of this prince’s converfion/ But whether A. D. 

3 1 Zs 

this event was owing to fuch an interpofrtion of heaven, or to 
the fame appearance being exhibited- in a dream, or to motives 
of human policy, muft be left at this day, amidft a variety 
of opinions, doubtful and undecided. 

The fpirit of perfection having ceafed, and Paganifm having 
funk under the influence of the mild or decifive qualities of thefe 
emperors, though under the dire&ion of a higher and fuperior 
influence, the Britifh church began to attain fome degree of 
liability and eminence; the places of divine worlhip, which had 
been demoliftied in the late troubles, were rebuilt j and new 
ones were ere&ed to the honour of thofe martyrs who had 
fuffered in the chriftian caufe. 5 

, Carte, voL I. p. 147. Speed’s Chron. p. 156. Verflcgan, in his Epiftlc to the 
Engliih N ation, p. 4 * 

* Moihcim, vol. I. p. 262, 266. J Eufebius. 

4 Molhciro, vol. I. p. 263, 264, 266. 2 Speed’s Chron. p. 79. 
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Constantine the Great, having affumed the fupreme di¬ 
rection of the Catholic or univerfal church, appointed alt affairs 
of importance, and whatever related to the general interefts of 
chriftianity, to be decided in public Councils ? which were to be 
compofed of delegates from the different churches in the em- 
a. d. pire.' The firft aflembly of this kind was at Arles? to which 

314. 

fynod the Britifh bifhops in common with the other deputies 

were convened, to examine into and to decide upon the affair 

of the Donatifts/ Thefe prelates are fuppofed to have been the 

archbifhops of London, York and Caer Lleon/ The doCtrine 

of Arius having made great progrefs in the church, and occa- 

fioned great difquietudes among the chriftians, the council of 

A. r>. Nice was affembled to determine upon that celebrated contro- 

verfy; in which the Britifh deputies aflifted, and gave judgment 

A. D. againft the Arian opinions/ A few years after they were fum- 
335 * 

moned to the fecond council of Arles> to give their fuffrages 

to reinftate Arius and his followers in the privileges and com- 

A. D. munion of the church . 5 Soon after this event died Conftantine 

337 the Great. His fon Conflantius fucceeded to a great part of the 

empire, and to his predilection for the Arian opinions/ During 

a. d. the reign of this prince a council was held at Ariminum in 
359* 

* Mofhcim, vol. I. p. 281. * Carte, vol. I. p. 282. 

* Rapin, Vol. I. p. 29. 

4 Moflicim, vol. I. p. 336. Speed, p. 79. Rnpin, vol. I. p. *9. 

5 A council was held at 7 y»r, in the fame year, for the above purpofe of rertoriag 
Arius. Moflicim. Speed, p. 80. 

* Moflicim, vol. I. p. 340. 
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favour of that feB > where we find that the Britifh bifhops * 
had the firrimefs to give their fuffrages againft the Imperial 
authority. 1 

From the decline of the Roman power to the final eftablifh- 
ment of the Saxons on the ifland, the Britifh church exhibited 
a fcene of defolation. The ufurpation of Maximus and other 
fimilar events; the precarious authority of the Roman edicts, 
their'troops having been gradually withdrawn out of the ifland j 
the devaluation occafioned by the Pi£ts and Scots, with the 
fierce contefts between the Britons and the Saxons, had confpircd 
to render the ftate of chriftianity deplorable.’ In the courfe 
of this period the Britifh churches were demolifhed; immenfe 
numbers of chriftians were put to death by the Saxons, who 
ftill adhered to- the Pagan theology; the body of the people were 
funk into a ftate of ignorance for want of proper culture; a 
remifthefs of difeipline prevailed, and a general profligacy was 
introduced among the clergy. 4 

During this feafon of confufion the opinions of Pelagius 
had taken root, and had made confiderable advances in the 
Britifh church. This perfon was a native of the ifland, and 

> The Britifli prelates, with thofe of France, travelled at their own expcnce, 
having refufed the offer made to them by the emperor of paying the charges of their 
Journey. 

* Speed’s Chron. p. 79. Du Pin, voL I. p. 263. 

J Bede’s Ecclcf. Hift. lib. I. cap. 14. p. 52. 

* Moihcim’s Ecdef. Hift. vol.I. p. 362. Rapin, vol. I. p. 29. Carte, vol.I. 
p. 184. 
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had been educated in the monaftery of Bangor about the middle 
of the fourth century.' The' Britifli clergy being alarmed at 
the growth of his do&rines, and unable, perhaps, for want of 
learning, to withftand their force or fubtilty, implored the 
afliftance of the Gallican church j who deputed St. Germain the 
bifhop of Auxerre, with Lupus the bilhop of Troyes, to come 
over into Biitain, and to prevent, if polfible, their farther pro- 
grcfs.* A folemn conference being held at Verulamium, be¬ 
tween the eftablilhed clergy and the Pelagians i the learned 
bilhops, are laid, to have defended the caufe of their million 
with fuch ability, as to convert many of thofe fe&aries from the 
liippoled error of their opinions. 1 

Though the feeds of chriftianity had been lowed in Ireland 
by Palladius and a fellow mifllonary, they afterwards arrived 
at maturity under the long and pious labors of St. Patrick; 
who having converted the Irifh to the chriftian faith, prelided 
over their church for more than half a century. 4 

The opinions of Pelagius ftill prevailing after the return of 
the miflionaries, a council of Gallican bilhops deputed St. Ger¬ 
main to come over a fecond time into Britain; who, defpairing 
of conquering the evil by mildnefs or convi&ion, made ufe of 
a more compulfory argument; and put in force the edi<5t of 
Valentinian, which had ordained the penalty of banilhment to 


» ltiipin, vol. I. p. 49. Rowland, p.183. 

•* GeoPi Monmouth. Rnpin, vol. I. p. 29. J Ibid. 4 Kapin, vo!. I. p. 43. 
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hereticks who could not be reclaimed, 1 The zeal of the Britifh 
clergy in this early period of chriftianity, indicates, in fome de¬ 
gree, a deficiency in liberal and ehlarged fentiments. 

Such was the ftate of the Britifh church when St. Germain 
came upon his fecond million. Regarding ignorance as the 
fource of herefy and of the general depravity of manners, he 
inftituted feminaries of learning; particularly for the ufe of thole 
perfons who were intended for holy orders .* But the reformation 
of Cambria appears to have been the object of his peculiar at¬ 
tention, where he principally refided during his abode in Britain; 
the inhabitants of that mountainous region being not yet entirely 
emerged out of a ftate of idolatry. 5 

To remedy thefe evils, and to render permanent this work of 
convcrfion; with an extenfion of liberal policy equal to his zeal, 
St. Germain inftituted many fchools and colleges for the inftruc- 
tion of youth, and for a regular fupply of learned men in the 
miniftry of the church. In thefe feminaries were educated many 
illuftrious perfons, who afterwards fuftained the caufe of chrifti¬ 
anity in the moft difficult and perilous feafons.* 

The two moft eminent of thefe fchools were eftablifhed at 
Henllan and Mochros, places fituated on the banks of the Wye, 
in South Wales, under the -immediate direction of Dubricius; 
who became afterwards fo very famous for his learning and 

* Rapin, -v*i. 1 . p. *9. * Rapin, vol. I. p. 43. Carte, vol. I. p. tRj. 

» Carte, vol. I. p. 185. ' ^ 4 Rapin, vol. I. p.43. Carte, vol. I. p. 18,'. 

4 A piety, 
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piety, that he ufually had under his tuition a thousand fcholars, 
yvho reforted to him from every part of the ifland.* Another 
perfon of eminence, called Iltutus,* was ordained prefbyter by- 
St. Germain ; and he likewife was placed at the head of ieveral 
fchools which were^in great repute, and filled with the fons of 
the Britifh nobility. Among the number of his difciples was the 
famous Gildas * the hiftorian, and Daniel, afterwards bifliop of 
Bangor. 4 Paulinus,’ another difciple of St. Germain, fettled a 
fchool at Whiteland* in Caermarthenfliire; under whom ftudied 
for ten years the celebrated St. David. 6 Another fchool was like¬ 
wife eftablifhed at Llancarvan near Cowbridge. 7 Thefe feminaries, 
with the improvement of the great monaftery of Bangor in Flint- 
Jliire, are monuments of the pious labours of St. Germain, during 
his abode in Cambria, and on his fecond million into Britain. 

It has been already obferved, that a metropolitan fee had been 
eftablifhed many years at Caer JLleon upon Ulke in Monmouth- 
Ihire. At this period St. Germain confecrated Dubricius-f to 
the fee of Llandaff; but he was foon after appointed archbilhop 
of Caer Lleon, and primate of all Wales.' This father of the 
Cambrian church, was aperlonof eminent learning and integrity;, 
and diftinguilhed himfelf againft the Pelagian do&rines, in a 

* Carte, vol. I. p. iS$. * Elltytl. 

3 Son of Caw, a northern Briton, who having loft his territory entered into a re- 
Unions life. * Carte, vol. I. p. 186. 

5 His original name was Rbun. He was fon of Uricn Rtgcd, a prince of a diftritt 
in the north of England. * Ty Gwyn or Daf. 

* Carte, vol. I. p. 186. 7 Ibid. + Du/rig. 

* Rapin, vol. I. p. 43. Godwin’s Eng. Bifliops, p.413. 
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fynod which he held at Brevi* in Caerdiganfhire.' After having 
lived to crown Uthur Pendragon, and the great Arthur, re- 
fpe&ively kings of Britain, he rcfigned to St. David the primacy 
of Wales j and retired to the ifland of Bardfey where he died, 
having refided in that place many years as a religious rcclufe. 1 

The- manner of endowing the fee of Llandaff with land when 

it was firft founded, marks the degree of freedom which pre- 

«• 

vailed in thofe early times. This land was given to Dubricius 
by Mciric the firft, a prince of Glamorganfhire, in a general 
council of his nation j and with the confent of the nobility, the 
clergy, and laity; the fame mode of procedure prevailing in every 
giant which was made to the church, down to the Norman 
conqueft.* 

There was fomething diftinguifhing in the birth, and in the 
perfonal qualities of David, the national faint of Wales, and the 
brighteft ornament of its church. This celebrated perfon was 
uncle to king Arthur, and was the fon of a prince of that 
country4: lie was tall of ftature, and of a comely perfonagC} 
was a man of learning and eloquence, .and of great aufterity in his 
life and manners. 4 By the induftry and zeal of St. David, the 
opinions of Pclagius were eradicated, and the raoft eminent pro- 
feffors of his dodtrines were converted to the orthodox faith. 5 
\ 

* LlanAdc-.vi Brefi. * Rapin, vol. I. p.43. Godwin’s Eng. Bifliops, p. 413. 

f Or the Bards Iflc, on the coait of Cacrnarvonlhire. 

* Godwin’s Eng. Bifhops, p.413. Rapin, vol. I. p.43. 3 Carte, vol. I. p. 186. 

+ Sant ab Ccdig ab Cartdig ab Cyncdda Wit dig. Boncdd y Saint, a vny 

ancient Britifli MS. 4 Godwin’s Eng. Bilhops, p. 414. * Ibid. 
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With the confent of king Arthur, he removed the metropolitan 
fee from Caer Lleon to Menevia ;* which place everfince has been, 
called Ty Dewi by the Welflt, and St. David- by the Englilh. 
The noify intercourfe of a populous city like Caer Lleon, being 
ill adapted for contemplation, was not fuited to his folitary caft 
of mind, and rigid fentiments of piety ; and on that account he 
removed the fee to Menevia, as to a-more fequeftered fituation*.* 
After being feated in the fee of St. David fixty-five years, and hav¬ 
ing built twelve monafteries; after having been exemplary in the- 
piety of thofe days, this holy perfon died at a raoft advanced 
period of human life; having attained, as it is faid, to the age 
of one hundred and forty-fix years. He was buried in the ca¬ 
thedral church of St. David ; and many hundred years after 
was canonized by Pope Califtus the fecond . 1 The fuppofed 
power of working miracles, which a fuperftitious age had aferibed 
to St. David, was probably owing to the great length and to the 
extraordinary fanftity of his life. After his death no memorable 
tranfa&ion occurred for many years in the archiepifcopal fee of 
St. David. In the time of Samplbn, who was the twenty-fixth 
bifliop in fucceffion, there were feven fuffragan bifhops, who 
belonged to that fee, 'and were fubjeft to his authority; namely, 
thofe of Exeter, Bath, Hereford, .Llandaff, Bangor, St. Afaph, 
and Femes in Ireland . 5 This bifliop having fled into Britany 
on account of a contagious diftemper which raged in his own 
country, he carried with him the archiepifcopal pall of St.David; 
and from this circumftance, or from their poverty or negligence, 

* lien Fynyw. * Godwin’s Eng. Biihops, p.414. 1 Ibid. 

* Godwin, p. 41 j, Giraldus. Ilurafroy Lhuyd’s Breviary, p.76,77. 
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the title of arch bifhop 'was loft ever after to the fucceflors of Samp- 
fon. But they long .retained, beyond this period, that authority 
which had been ufually annexed to the archiepifcopal dignity; 
and they acknowledged no dependency on the fee of Canterbury, 
until the time of king Henry the firft. 1 

It is reported of Morgeneu, the thirty-third bifhop of St, 
David, that having prefumed to eat flefh contrary to the auftere 
habits of the primitive fathers, he was afterwards murdered by 
pirates; and this was regarded by the fuperftitious Giraldus as 
the punifhment of heaven for fo heinous an offence.* 

In the reign of Henry the firft, the fee of St. David fell under 
the jurifdi&ion of Canterbury; the archbifhop having confecrated 
to this fee one Barnard, a Norman, and chaplain to Henry the 
firft, without the confent of the clergy of Wales; in whom had 
uniformly remained the power of electing their bifhops.’ The 
bifliopric of St. David was valued in the exchequer at £426 : 2 : 1, 
and in the Pope’s books at 1500 ducats.* 

There is no mention of any bifhop of Llandaff preceding 
the time of Dubricius ; who was confecrated to that Ice by St. 
Germain. 5 But that prelate was foon fuccccded by St. Teilaw; 
he himfelf being tranflated to the fee of St. David. St. Teilaw, 
the fecond bifhop, was a perfon of noble birth, and was educated 


» Godwin, p.417. Giraldus. Humfrcy Lhuyd’s Breviary, p.76,77. * Ibid. 

J WeMh Chron. p. 175. Godwin’s Eng. Bifhops, p. 418,422. 4 Ibid, p.423. 

i Godwin’s Eng. Bifhop?, p, 423. 
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in one of thofe feminaries which had been inftituted by St. Ger¬ 
main } he was flain by a noblemah in bis own cathedral, where 
he was buried j and which church, after him, took the name 
of Llan Dcilaw.* Tlic dependency of this fee on the archbifhop 
of Canterbury is implied, by St. Dunftan’s having con fee rated 
Godwinus biftiop thereof about the year nine hundred and eighty- 
two.* This bifhopric was valued in the exchequer at £ 154 : 14 : 1, 
and paid to the Pope for firft-fruits 700 ducats. 1 

Abou t , this period a provincial council was held in Britain 
for the reformation of religion, and for repairing the ruined 
churches; both of which the marriage of Vortigern with a pagan 
princefs had contributed to bring into decay. 4 

At this time, the eftablifliment of the gofpel among the Pifls 
and Scots was confiderably advanced, by the zeal and pious la¬ 
bours of St. Columba, an Irifh monk. 5 

Daniel, the fon of Dynothus* the laft abbot of Bangor in 
Flintfhirc, having founded a fchool in Caernarvonfhiie for the 
inftru&ion of ‘youth, gave to that place the name of Bangor/’ 
which fonie time after was erefted into a bifhopric, and was en¬ 
dowed with lands and franchifes by Maelgwyn Gwynedd the 
king of North Wales. 7 Daniel was confccrated to that fee by 
Dubricius the archbifhop of St. .David.® 

* Godwin's Englifh Bifhops, p.423. * Ibid, p.425. 3 Ibid, p.429. 

4 Ibid. p. 429. * Moflicim’s Eccl. Hid. vol. I. p, 430. * Dintct !•. 

6 Kuul.tnd's Mon Ant. p. 184. 1 Ibid. p. 1.87. ' * Ibid. p. 184. 

9 St. 
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St. Kentigern* abbot of Glaigow, and fon to a princefs 
of the Pi&s, having been obliged to quit Scotland, obtained 
licence to build a college at Llan Elwy in Flintflure;' at which 
place he inflituted a bifhop’s fee; and on his return into his 
own country, he appointed Afaph, his dil'ciple, to fucceed him j a. d. 
who gave his name to the prefent fee of St. Afaph.* 


It does not appear that the clergy, in tliefe early times, had 
any diftinft cures or petrifies where they refided; but they lived, 
together with their bifhops, on the emoluments of the church, 
in collegiate bodies; in the fame manner as at the great monaftery 
of Bangor. In thefe colleges, the clergy were habituated to the 
exercifesof reading and prayer and were obliged to perform the 
offices of their function in thofe diftricts towhich they were allotted 
by their bilhops.’ But during this period we do not find that 
there were many churches in the ifland ; the places appointed for 
divine worfliip were chiefly a few fcattered cloiflers and oratories •, 
where the minifter of the diftridt came at ftated times to read, 
and to preach the word of God, and to adminifter the facra- 
ments to the people.* It is probable likewife that the nobility 
had chapels joined to their manfions, for the benefit of their own 
families and their furrounding dependents . 5 

The church of Cambria had hitherto preferved her indepen- 
dency on Rome/' and though the fpirit of innovation had been 


* Cyndejrn Gartbwys . * Godwin’s Eng. Bifhops, p, 541. Rapid, vol. I. p. 43. 

* Camden’s Britannia. * Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. 143. ♦ Ibid. 

* Ibid. p. 144. * Ibid. p. 149, 
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longer oppofed by the Britijh than it had been by the Englijh 
clergy, yet in the end, the Romifli fuperftitions prevailed. There 
was one injunction, however, the celibacy of the clergy, which 
was refifted with a fuccefsful and an uniform firmnefs;' as a 
fource of profligacy, as innovating on the rights of nature, and 
as violating the deareft interefts of humanity. 


IT has been already obferved, that the Saxons, during their 
conteft with the Britons, and for fome time after they had efta- 
blilhed their dominion, adhered to the religion of their an- 
ceftors ; and that chriftianity prevailed in very few places, except 
in thofc which ftill remained unfubdued by that fierce people. 

During the reign of Ethelbert, the converfion of the Saxons 
was undertaken at the inftigation of Gregory the bifliop of 
Rome, by St. Auftin or Auguftine . 1 The fupreme authority 
over the Britifli church having been given to St. Auftin by 
Gregory; and having received at his hand the Pall , 1 as the 
enfign of his patriarchal dignity; that miflionary refolved to make 
an experiment of its virtue, by attempting to exert a controuling 
power over the bifhops in Cambria . 4 There was a difference fub- 

* Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p.149. 4 Vcrftrgan, chap. v. p. 142. 

j The Pall was a rich robe of ftatc, very magnificent, and hanging down to the 
{.round; it was a part of the imperial habit, and allowed to the bifliop of Rome by 
the favour of one of the Romun emperors. The Pall was ufually given to the patriarchs 
when that fyilcm of government firfl took place in the church. 

♦ Carte, vol.I. p. a j 3, 224. Gcoffry Monmouth. Godwin’s Eng. Bifliops, p. 6. 
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lifting at this time between the Cambrian church and that of 
Rome; in the obfervance of the facrament of baptifm, and of 
the ceremony of keeping Eafter. To produce an uniformity 
in worfhip, and to eftablifh his own fupremacy, St. Auftin ob¬ 
tained a meeting with fome of the Britiih clergy at Auft-Cliffc 
in Gloucefterlhire.' But not being impowered to concede to 
his demands, or remaining unconvinced by his arguments, the 
clergy referred the decifion of the points in difpute to another 
more general conference.* To this aflembly, which foon after 
enfued, were convened feven Britiih bifhops, and many learned 
men from the monaftery of Bangor. St. Auftin likewife ap¬ 
peared there, in all the pomp of fpiritual infolence and pride; 
being ulhered into the aflembly by a tinging procetiion, and 
with his banner and his crofs difplayed. 1 The Britiih deputies, 
before they came to the aflembly, had confulted an anchorite ; 
whether they ihould fubmit to the fpiritual direction of St. 
Auftin, or Ihould preferve their native independency. This holy 
perfon advifed them, if St. Auftin followed the example of his 
Majier , and conduced himfelf by a meek and humble ipirit; 
that they Ihould obferve his rules, and fubmit to his authority; 
but if he demeaned himfelf with haughtinefs, and defpifed their 
modeft appearance, that they ihould then ihew an equal difdain 
for him and his councils. 4 Agreeably to this advice, the deputies 


* Verftegan, chap. v. p. 141. * Verftcgan, chap. v. p. 142, 

* Caite, toI. I. p. 223, 224, Geoffjy Monmouth. Godwin’! Englilh Biihopt, 

p. 6. 

♦ Archbiihop Uflier, cap. III. Godwin** Eng.’ Bilhops, p. 5, 6*' Geoff. Mon¬ 
mouth. 
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waited until St. Auftin bad taken his feat in the aflembly; and 
when they made their appearance, the haughty prelate neither 
role from his place, nor gave them any kind of falutation. 
Affronted at his arrogance and affe&ed fuperiority, the Britilh 
deputies firmly oppofed him in every point of innovations and 
told him, that though his opinions were grounded on the au¬ 
thority of Gregory, their doctrines had long fincc an equal 
fanttion in the approbation of Eleutherius s that they would 
yield obedience to their own archbifhop who refided at St. David, 
but would never fubmit to one whole perfon and language were 
as much unknown to them as were his fentiments and do&rines.V 
When St. Auftin found he could not gain upon the firmnefs 
of the clergy, he relaxed from his haughtinefs j and defired that 
they would adminifter baptifm, and would obferve the ceremony 
of keeping Eafter after the Romilh manner; and that they 
would likewife aflift him to complete the converfion of the 
Saxons . 1 But the Britifh deputies continuing firm in their refufal 
on any terms to join with St. Auftin, he folemnly denounced 
againft them the judgment of God; predicted an impending 
calamity; and confidently affured them, that as they would not 
accept of peace with their Chriftian brethren, they would foon 
have war with their Pagan enemies; and that they would foon 
find death by the fwords of tbofe , to whom they had now refufed 
to preach the word of life.’ Thefe threats, denounced by a 

« Archbifhop Uflier, c>p. III. Godwin’s Eng. Bifliops, p. $, 6. Geoff. Mon* 
mouth. 

“ Geoff, Monmouth. Godwin’s Eng. Bifliops, p. 5,6. 

1 Rowland’s Mon. Ant. p. i$i. Geoff, Monmouth. 


mortified 



Book IX. 


55S 


the church. 

mortified and irritated prelate, were Soon after accomplished; by 
the invafion of Ethelfrid, and by the defeat of the Britons at 
the battle of Chelter j with the maflacre of eleven hundred and 
fifty religious who refided in the great monaftery of Bangor.' 

Though this blow had nearly proved fatal to the religious 
order , it was eventually a permanent advantage to the church; 
having been the original caufe of producing the institution of 
parishes, and of the residence of the clergy within thofe allotted 
diftrifts. The feminary of Bangor having been entirely destroyed, 
after this defeat of the Britons j and the Saxons having made 
their hostile advances to the banks of the Dee, it became ne- 
ceSTary to provide for the fafety of the clergy, by placing them 
at a greater distance from danger, in the interior parts of the 
country.* The urgency of the times contributed likewise to 
this falutary meafure. A more immediate intercourfe between 
the clergy and the people, and a keener vigilance in their paStors 
became necelfary, when fuperjlition was innovating upon the 
purity of the church, and was dilfufing its errors with a zealous 
and perfevering industry.* 

On the difperfion of the clergy from the monastery of Ban¬ 
gor, the greatest part of them had fettled in North Wales j 
and the remainder are fuppofed to have Served, as a fupply in 
the ministry of the church, in South Wales and in Armorica. 4, 

* Humfrey Lhuyd’s Breviary, p. 26, fay* two thoufand monk*. 

* Rowland, p. 151. GeofT. Monmouth. * Rowland, p, 151. 

♦ lbid.p. r 52.- Matth.Weftm. p. 150. 
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The bifhops, and other men of eminence in the Cambrian 
church, with great induftry and zeal, travelled through the 
country, exhorting the princes and the nobility to affift them 
in ere&ing ceils and cloifters for the purpofes of divine worihip; 
in which places they fixed the fubordinate clergy, who were to 
perform the functions of religion in their particular diftri&s.' 
This was the origin of refidentiary eures. 

There is reafon to fuppofe that the cells of thefe times, were 
originally eredted equally for the dwellings of the priefts, as 
for the purpofes of religion j but at the fame time they ac¬ 
quired a facred eftimation by being dedicated to the worlhip of 
God. The fites of the moft ancient Welfh churches feem to 
favour this opinion; being ufually found in defolate and un¬ 
frequented fituationsj and as fuch were more calculated for the 
folitary abode of afcetics , than for the general conveniency of 
religious aflemblies.* To thefe churches, •wakes or anniverfary 
feajl days were appointed, to the honour of the faints to whom 
they were dedicated. Thefe fejlfaals were ufually celebrated 
either on the Sunday preceding, or on that immediately after the 
faint's day.’ 

About this period three hundred and eleven parilhes were 
eftablilhed in North Wales j in the ifland of Anglefey there 
were feventy-fourj in Caemarvonfhire fixty-eight ■, in Mont- 


1 Rowland, p. 153. * Rowland, p. 158. 1 Ibid. p. 159. 
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gomeryfhire forty-feven in Denbighfhire fifty-feven; in Flint-* 
/hire twenty-eight* and in Merionethfhire thirty-feven.' 


sn 


During the efforts of St. Auftin to deftroy the independency 
of the Cambrian church, the clergy were colledled into dif¬ 
ferent conventual bodies , perhaps a veftige of the druidical efta- 
blifhment, under the dire&ion of their peculiar bifhops.* In this 
feafon of danger, while an ambitious priefthood were attempting 
to eftablifh a fpiritual tyranny upon the weaknefs of human 
reafon,’ all orders of people took the alarm. The nobility and 
the bards exerted their zeal on this occafion; and Taliefin/ 
who flourifhed in that period, exercifed his genius in poetry, to a. d. 
excite the vigilance and to animate the zeal of the Britifh clergy. 

The innovating fpirit of Rome made no progrefs as long as it 
was oppofed by their united exertions. But after the mafiacre 
of the monks at Bangor, when the moft diftinguifhed of that a. d.- 

* Q 

body were flain, and the remainder were difperfed through the 
country ; the fences of the Cambrian church being deferted 
or weakened, it became expofed to a feries of evils, under which 
it fuffered for many centuries.‘ 


The clergy, while they lived in colleges and were formed 
into conventual bodies , were fopported by tythes and the voluntary 
oblations of the people. But when the pious zeal of the bifhops, 
co-operating with the munificence of the nobles, had efta- 

* Rowland, p. 15a- * Ibid. p. 149, ijo. 3 Ibid. 

* Several of the poems of this bard are now sxtant in MSSU 
i Rowland, p. 149, 150. 
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bliflied thefe rejidentiary cures ; it was then neceffary that the 
fame rights and advantages fhould become a diftindl property, 
and ftiould be applied to the ufes of particular parilhes, as they 
had been heretofore claimed for the general fervice of the 
church.* The clergy being thus eftabiifhed in their refpedtive 
cells, the people, who inhabited the neighbouring divifions of 
bods and trevs, into which the country was at that time broken, 
affociated under the fpiritual guidance of their peculiar minifter; 
and affigned for his particular maintenance, and as an endow* 
ment in future, the tythes of their land, and other ecclefiaftical 
emoluments.* This union of feveral townfhips, when affociated 
for the purpofes of religion, and of forming a regular efta- 
bliftiment for the maintenance of the church, originally con* 
ftituted a parijhd But the fervour of pious munificence abating 
in procefs of time, the tythes alone were found infuffident for 
the decent maintenance of the clergy} and it became neceffary 
to confolidate feveral parilhes, with their churches, into one 
rejidentiary cure; under the direction of a fingle prieft or in¬ 
cumbent. By this alteration, the clergy were enabled to obtain, 
or to purchafe glebes as the property of the refpe&ive incum¬ 
bent j to attend with greater leifure the fpiritual concerns of 
their parilhes, to build houfes for their particular habitations, 
and to referve the churches for the foie ufes of religious 
worfhip. 4 

It is realonable to fuppofe from thefe pious exertions, that 
the parochial clergy were untainted with the general depravity. 


• Rowland, p, 159, 


* Ibid, 

s 


1 Ibid. 


4 Rowland, p. 159. 
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which is chained by Gildas upon the conventual orders, with 
a degree of monaftic feverity. Indeed it was not eafy for the 
clergy of collegiate bodies, from their frequent intercourfe with 
mankind) and being difperfed in the families of princes, to avoid 
the contagious influence of luxury. But thefe dangerous filia¬ 
tions, and their consequent profligacy of manners, could have 
no effett upon the reftdenfiary priejls j who, refiding in folitdry 
abodes, fequeftered from the views or pleafures of the world, 
pafled their lives in the auftere piety and mortified habits of re¬ 
ligious reclufes / 

The right of patronage of the bifhoprics in Wales, originally 
belonged to the princes of Wales j upon the feudal idea of the 
fovereign being the lord paramount of landed property j and 
afterwards, when the different principalities became united by 
conqucft to the Englifh government, the patronages of the 
Welfh bifhoprics were then annexed to the crown of England/ 

The clergy of Wales had hitherto preferved, with great firm- 
nefs, an independency of the Romifh church. About this 
period, however, they fuffered Elbodius to be appointed by the a^D. 
Pope, archbifhop of North Wales; who foon brought them to 
aft in conformity to the Romifh obfervance of Eafler; a point 
on which the two churches had hitherto divided in opinion. 

The Britons, imitating the Afiatics, celebrated their Eajler from 

* Rowland’* Mon. Ant. p. 160, 161. 

• Burn'* Ecclcfiaftical Law, vol. I. p. 177, from Cokt’i Iaftitutei. 

the 



HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. Book IX; 


the fourteenth to the twentieth day of the month; but the 
Romans, agreeably to the Nicene Council, kept that feftival 
from the fifteenth to the twenty-firft.' Thus, at length, did 
the chriftian world fink under the tyranny of the church of 
Rome; and, through a long fucceffion of ages, the arts of an 
interefled priefthood, by controuling the exertions of human 
genius, weakened the extenfion of its powers, debafed its fpirit, 
and alraoft annihilated its dignity and freedom. 

* Humfrey Lhuyd’i Breviary, p. 68. 
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No. I. 

Omnibus hoc Jc rip turn vifuris Rogerus de monte alto Fenefcallus Ceftria 
Salutem: Sciatis quod ego me conftitui plegium, &c. 

TO all and Angular to whome this writing (hall come, Roger de monte alto 
Steward of Chellcr fendeth greeting: Know yee that I haue confliiuted my felfc 
pledge for Scnena the wife of Gruffyth the fonne of Lhewelyn, fometimes prince 
of Northwales, and haue vndertaken for hir to our fouercigne lord Hcnrie king of 
England, that the faid Scncna fhall accomplifh and perforinc all and lingular thofc 
couenants and articles, agreed vpon betwccnc our faid fouereigne lord and the laid 
Scncna, for and concerning the dcliuerance of the faid GrufTyth hir hulband and 
Owen his lbn cut of the prifon of Dauid his brother, and the portion of inheritance 
due vnto the faid Gruffyth, which the faid Dauid keepeth from him by force. In 
witnellb whereof to this prefent wriiing I haue put my fealc. Dated at Salop, the 
niundaie before the feaft of the AlTumption of the blefl'cd virgin Marie, in the 2$. ycare 
of the rcigne of the faid King; 


No. II, 

Reuerendijfmis in Chrijro patribus ac I). J). Roberto Dei gratia Arcbi- 
epifeopo Cantuar. totius Anglia Primati, Ardnepifcopo Poor urn, ac 

eorum Suffraganeis , Isle. 


TO the moll reuerend fathers in Chrift and Lord, Robert by the grace of God 
Archbiihopof Canturburie, primate of England, and the Archbiihop of Yorkc, and 

4 C their 
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their Suffragancs, being now togither at London in councell: their deuout fonne 
Lhewelyn Prince of Wales and lord of Snoudon, greeting with due obedience, reuerence, 
and honor in all things. Be it knowen to your reoerend Fatherhoods, that where 
heretofore contention and difcord (whereof warre followed and long continued) arofe 
betwixt the king of noble memorie Henrie king of England of the one partie, and 
vs of the other partie: the fame contentions and ftrife were at the lad appealed by 
the authorise of the fea Apoftolike, and meanes of the reuerend father lord Oto- 
bonus. Deacon and Cardinall of S. Adiian Legate into England: as it appeareth in, 
the forme of treatie and peace betwixt the faid king, and Edward his fird begotten 
fon, lord Edward now king of England, and their fucceffors on the one partie: and vs 
and our lucccffors on the other partie, by the corporall othes of both parties allured. 
Which forme of peace was committed to writing by the faid Legate, with the feale of 
the faid king, and the feale of the faid lord Edward now king, and with our feale 
alfo. In the which peace it is conteined amonglt other things (which you doo well 
know as we bcleeue) that we and our fucceffors iliould hold of the king and h'a 
fucceffors the principalitic of Wales. So that all Wellh Barons Ihould hold their 
Baronies and lands of vs and our fucceffors in Capita, and Ihould doo homage and 
fealtie to vs and to our heires (one Baron excepted) for the which we and cur fuc¬ 
ceffors Ihould doo homage and fealtie to the lord the king and his fuccefli rs. It is 
further conteined in the fame peace, that neither the faid king nor his fucceffors, 
Ihould rrcciuc anie of our enemies, nor anie running awaie from* vs, or our fucceffors, 
nor ihould hclpe or maintainc'anie fuch againll vs or our fucceffors. The which all arc 
conteined in the forme of peace, the tenor whereof the rcucicnd Fathers of Strata 
Florida, and Abcrconwcy bearers hereof can fltew you. 

Bu r fee reuerend Fathers, the lord Edward now noble king of England, after 
the faid peace taketh into his hands certeine Barons lands of Wales, of which they 
and their anceflors haue beene long poffeffed, and keepeth a Raronicin his hands which 
ihould be ours by the forme of peace : other Barons of our land being from vs fugitiues, 
running to him, he keepeth, helpeth and mainteincth; as Dauid ap Gruffyth, and 
Gruffyth ap Gwenwynwyn, who purpofed our death and deftruflion. Notwithstanding 
that lince their departure they haue robbed within our land, committed daughter, 
and burning of houfes, and doo Hill dailie commit the like againll the peace aforefaid : 
and although we haue often font our greefes and complaints by our folemne mef- 
fengers, to the faid noble lord Edward, as well before he was king, as fince, yet vnto 
this daie he ncuer did anie rcdieffe therein. Alfo that which is mere perilous, he 
called vs vnto a place (not to vs fafe) among!! our deadlie enemies, our fugitiues and 
felon-, and their fpies and murderers, to doo him homage and fealtie: to the which place 
we can no wales come without danger of our bodie: efpeciallie feeing our enemies 
abouefaid be in that place at the king’s table, and fometime in counfell, and openlie brag 
themfclves. And though lawful! and reafonable excufes were alledged by our mef- 
fcngers, before the king and his counccl), why the place was not fafe nor indifferenr, 
yet he refufed to allow or appoint anie other place indifferent for vs to doo our homage 
aad fealtie: which we were and are rcadie to doo vnto him, in anie fafe place by 

him. 
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him to be appointed, if he will appoint anie: and to perforate the other articles of 
the peace concluded and fworne. And for that it pleafed him not to come to anie 
place, where we could with fafetie do him homage, we were fuiters to him, to fend ante 
from him to rcceiue our oth and homage, vntill it pleafed him to appoint a place, 
where we ihall doo our homage to him pcrfonallie, the which thing he vtterlie de¬ 
nied to doo. 

We therefore befeech your Fatherhoods earnelilie, that it pleafe you to confidcr 
what danger fliould happen to the people both of England and of Wales, by reafon of 
the breach of the couenants of peace aboue faid : if now warres and difeord fhould 
follow, which God forbid: attending and calling to remembrance the prohibition of 
the holic father the Pope latclie in the councell at Lions, that no warre fhould be 
mooued nmongft Chrillians : leaft thereby the affaires of the holie land fliould be 
neglcfled: that it would pleafe you alfo to heipe with your counfcll with the loid and 
king, that he would vfe vs and order vs according to the peace agreed vpon, the 
which we will no waic infringe. And if he will not harken to your counfcll therein 
(which God forbid) that you will hold vs excufed, for we vc ill no waies as much as 
in vs Iicth procure the trouble or difquietnes of the Realmc. And it it may pleafe 
you to giue credit to our meffengers (which we doo fend to the king at the daic by 
him vnto vs appointed) to alledge our lawful cxcufes in thofe things, which they by 
mouth lhall on our part Ihew vnto you: reding to doo your will and plcafurc, if it pleafe 
you to write againe. Dated at Talybont the 6. daic of Oftober, An. 1275. 


No. III. 


Certeine greefes Jent from I.htvjclyn, to the Archbipop: tro.njlated Word by 
Word out of the Records of the Jaid Archbifhop. 


WHERE that it is contcincd in the forme of the peace, concluded as r ollo\ml». 

l If the faid Lhewelyn will claime anie right in anie lands occu; cd by anie other 
than by the lord the king, without the faid foure Cantrcds, the faid lord the king fhall 
doo him full iuAice, according to the lawes and cuftomcs of thofe quarters or parts, 
where the faid lands doo lie. Which article was not obferued in the lands in Arnlly, 
and betwixt the waters of Dyui and Dulas, for that when the faid Lhcvcclyn claimed the 
faid lands before the lord the king at Kuthlan, and the king granted him the caufc to 
be examined according to the lawes and cudomes of Wales, and the aduocatcs of the 
parties were brought in, and the Iudges which vulgarlie they call Ynnayd, before the 
king, to iudge of the faid lands according to the lawes of Wales. And the de¬ 
fendant appeared and anfwered fo, that the fame daic the caufe ought to haue becne 
follie determined according to the appointment of our lord the king. Who at his being 

4 C z at 
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at Glocefter, had affigned the parties the faid daie : and though the fame caufe was in> 
diuers places often heard and examined before the Iuilice, and that the lands were in 
Northwales, and ncuer iudged but by the laws of Wales, neither was it lawfull for the 
king but according to the lawes of Wales to proroge the caufe; all that notwithftanding 
he proroged the daie (of his owne motion) contraric to the faid lawes. And at the 
Iafl the faid Lhewclyn was called to diuers places, whither he ought not to haue 
bccne called: neither couid he obte-ine iuilice, nor anie iudgement, vnlcfl'e it were 
according to the lawes of England, contrarie to the faid article of the peace. And 
the fame was doonc at Montgomery, when the parties were prefent in iudgement, and 
a daie appointed to heare fentrnce, they proroged the faid daie contrarie to the fore- 
faid lawes: and at tiic laft the king liimfelfc at London denied him iuilice, vnleflc he 
would be iudged according to the Englilh lawes in the faid matter. 

2 At.t iniuries, trcfpafTes and faults on either part doone, be clearelie remitted vnto 
this prefent daie. This article was not kept; for that as foone as the lord Reginald 
Gray was made Iuilice, he mooued diuers and innumerable accufations againil the 
men of Tegengl and Ros, for trcfpaflcs doone in the time of king Henric: when they 
bare rule in thofe parties, whereby the faid men dare not for feare keepe their own 
houfes. 

3 Where as it was agreed that Rees Vachan ap Rees ap Maelgon fhall enioie his 
poiTeilions, with all the land which he now holdeth, &c. After the peace concluded 
he was fpoiled of his lands of Geneu’rglyn which he then held, with the men and 
cattcll of the fame. 

4 Also our lord the king granteth, that all tenants holding lands in the foure 
Cantrcds, and in other places which the king holdeth in his owne hands, fhall hold 
and enioie the fame, as freelie as they did before the time of the warres, and fhall vfe 
the fame liberties and cuAomes, which they vfed before. Contrarie to this article, the 
lord Reginald Gray hath brought manie new cuftomes againil the forme of peace 
aforefaid. 

5 Ail controuerlics mooued, or to be mooued betwixt the Prince and anie other,. 
fhall be decided after the lawe of the marches (if they haue their beginning in the 
marches) and after the lawes of Wales, fuch as in Wales have their beginning. Con¬ 
trarie to this article, the king dooth and fen Jet h Iuilices to Anglcfey, who prefume 
to iudge there the men and fubje&s of the Prince: fetting fines vpon them, con¬ 
trarie to the lawes of Wales, feeing neither this nor anie like was cuer heard in timea 
part; imprifoning fome, outlawing others, when the Prince is at all times readie to 
doo iuilice to all nten that complaiue vpon anie of his men. 

6 Wheee it is in the peace, that Gruffyth Vachan Ihoald doo homage to the king 
for the land in Yale, and to the Prince, for the land in Ederneon, the kings iuilices 
brought the ladle of May lor, into all the faid lands of Edeyrneon. The knowledge 
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of which caafc onelie pertained to the Prince, and not to the faid lattices: and yet 
for peace fake, the Prince did tolierate all this, being at all times readie to miniller 
lattice to the faid ladie. 

7 And though the faid Prince fubmitted himfclfe vnto vs and our will, yet we 

neucrthelcfs will and grant, that our will in no cafe goo furdcr, than is conteincd in 
thofe articles. Contrarie to this article, gold was exatted for the Queenes workes at 
evciic paiment made to the king: whkh gold was neuer demanded in time of king 
Ilenrie, or anie other king of LnglanJ. Which gold yet for quictnes fake the Prince 
paid, though it were not fpoken of or mentioned in the pence. And now further 
it is exafled for the old Queene the kings mother that now is (for the peace con¬ 
cluded with king Heiiric) 2000 marks and a halfe: and vnlcfl'c it be paid, the king 

threatneth to occupic the goons and lands of Lhcvvelyn and hi, people, which he could 
find in his rcalrac; and fell men and bcatts vntill the faid fumme were paid. 

8 Item when the king inuited the Prince to his fcaft at Worceftcr, promi/ing with 

uerie fair words, that he would giue his kinfewoman to him to wife, and enrich 
him with much honour : neuerthelelle when he came thither, the felfc fame daie they 

lhould be married before Matte, the king required a bill to be fealed by the 

Prince; contcining amongft other things that he would neuer keep man againft the 
kings will, nor neuer mainteine anie, whereby it might come to palfc, that all the 
Princes force lhould be called from him. The which letter fealed, he deliuered the • 
king by iuft feare, which might mooue anie conftant man ; yet was not this conteincd 
in the peace, whereas the condufion of the peace was, that the king lhould require 
nothing that was not conteined in the fame. 

9 Item wherein the faid peace all cuftomes be confirmed to the faid Prince, as hi* 
anceftors of long and dailic obferued cuftome haue receiucd to their owne vfc, all 
wrecks happening vpon his owne lands: the Iuftice of Chefter tooke a diftrelTe of the 
Prince for goods of Ihipwrccke receiued by him before the warres, contrarie to the 
forme of the faid peace. By the which all trelpafles of either fide were remitted! 
and contrarie to the cuftomes before faid: and if in cafe it were forfeited, yet he tooke 
fuch a diftreiTe, fifteene pounds of honie, and manie hordes, and imprifbned his 
men. And this he tooke of the Princes owne proper goods, and further tooke bootie* 
of Bagiers which came to Lyrpoole. with merchandize, and neuer redeliuered the fame, 
untill he had taken fo much monie for the fame, as it plcafcd him. 

10 Item when certeinc men of Geneurglyn had taken certeine goods of fome of 
their neighbours of Geneurglyn, when they were in the dominion of the Prince in 
Meyreon, the kings men of Lhanbadarn did take awaie the faid goods out of the faid 
dominion of the Prince: and when the prince his men came thither, and afked the 
caufe why they tooke the faid preie: the kings men killed one of them, and 
wounded other, and the reft they did imprifon, neither could the prince get anie 
iuftice for the faid goods to this daie. 


it And 
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ji And where it is conteined in the peace, that all things committed in the 
Marches, (hould be redreffed in the Marches; yet the kings men would no where 
hearc the princes men, but put them in the cafteli of Lhanbadarn: which is againit 
the peace aforefaid. In thefe articles and diuers others, the king ftandeth fworne to 
the prince, and to his people. And although the prince as well by himfelfe as by his 
people, haue often requefted the king to caufe the faid peace to be kept, yet was it in 
no point kept, but dailie the kings Iulliccs doo more and more heape iniurics and 
griefs vpon the people of thofe parts. So that it can not be blamed, if the Prince did 
affent to them that firft began the wars, feeing the oth which the lord Robert Typtoft 
fware for the king, was kept in no point: and cheeilie feeing the prince was fore¬ 
warned, that he (hould be taken fo foone as the king came to Ruthlan, as he had 
becne in deede if the king had come thither after Chriitmalfc, as he purpofed. 


No. IV. & VII. 

Thrfe greefes folowing were done ly the King and his Officers, to the 

Lord Dauid ap Grnffyth. 

WHEN the faid Dauid came to the lord Edward then earle of CheAer, and did 
him homage, the faid lord Edward did giue by his letters patents to the faid Dauid, 
two Cantrcds, Dyffryncluyd, and Ccinmcyrdh, with all the appurtenances: afterward 
-when he was made king lie confirmed the faid gift to the faid Dauid, and gaue him 
pofleflion of them. Then afterward Guenlhian Lacy died, who held fome townes in the 
faid Cantrcds for terme of life: which after hir dcceafc appertained to Dauid, by 
force of the forefaid grant, which townes yet the king tooke from him, contrarie to his 
letters patents. 

a Item, when the faid Danid did hold of the lord the king the villages of Hope 
and Ellon in Wales, of the which he ought to anfwerc no man, but according to the 
lawes of Wales, yet the lullicc of Chcltcr caufcd the faid Dauid to be called to 
Cheller, at the fute of one William Venable an Englilh man : to anfwere for the title 
of the faid villages. And although the faid Dauid did often and inAantlie defire him 
the faid lullicc not to proceed againtt him iniuriouflie in the countie of Cheller, where 
he was not bound to anfwerc by the forme of the peace: yet he plainlie denied him to 
be judged either in Wales or after the lawes of Wales. 

3 Item, the faid TuAice of ChcAer to the iniurie of the faid Dauid, did cut 
dowric his wood of Lhywcny, and his woods at Hope, as well by the dwellers of 
Ruthlan, as othersand yet the faid lullicc had no iurifdidion in thofe parts. And 
not being contented to get timber there, for building, as well for Ruthlan as other 
places in the countrie, but alfo delboied the faid woods, fold it, and carried it into 
Ireland. 


4 Item, 
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4 Item, where the faid Dauid tookc certalnc outlawes and rouers in the woods, 
and caufed them to be hanged: yet the faid lufticc accufcd Dauid to the king, for fuc- 
coring and mainteining the theeues aforefaid: which was not like to be true feeing he 
caufcd them to be hanged. 

5 Item, it is prouided in the peace, that all Wellhmen in their caufes Ihould be 
iudged after the lawes of Wales. This was in no point obferued with the faid Dauid 
and his people. Of thefe forefaid greefs the faid Dauid required often amends, cither 
according to the lawes and cultomes of Wales, or of fpcciall fauour: but he could 
neuer obteinc anie of them both at his hands. Further, the fiid Dauid was warned 
in the kings court, that aff one as Reginald Gray Ihould come from the court, the faid 
Dauid ihould be taken and fpoiled of his cailell of Hope, his woods fliouhi be cut 
downe, and his children taken for pledges: who feeing he had taken much paines 
and perill for the king in all his warres as well himfelfe as his people, both in 
England and in Wales, aud had loll therebie the moil part of the nobilitic of his 
countrie, and yet ncuerthclcife could obteine neither iiillice, amends, nor fauour at his 
hands, hauing fuch great wrongs oflrcd vnto him, and fearing his owne life and his 
childrens, or elfe perpetuall prifon, being enforced, as it were againft his will, began 
to defend himfelfe and his people. 


No. V. 

Articles fent from the Archbifhop of Canturburie, to be intimated to Uhewelyn, 
Prince of Wales , and the People of the fame Countrie. 

B E C A US F. we came to thofe parts for the fpirituall and temporall health of them 
whom we haue euer loued well, as diuers of them haue knowne. 

2 That we come contrarie to the will of our Lord the king, whom our faid 
comming (as it is faid) dooth much offend. 

3 That we delire and befeech them, for thebloud of our lord Iefus Chrid, that they 
would come to an vnitic with the Englifli people, and to the peace of our lord the king,. 
which we intend to procure them fo well as we can. 

4 We will them to vnderlland, that we cannot long tarrie in thefe quarters. • 

5 We would they coniidercd, that after our parting out of the countrie, they ihal! 
not perhaps find anic that will fo tender the preferring of their caufc, as wc would doo, 
if it pleafed God (with our mortall life) we might procure them an honeft, liable and 
ftrme peace.. 


6 t»4T, 
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<S That if they doo conternne our petition and labour, we intend foorthwith to 
fignifie their Aubbernes to the high biffiop, and the court of Rome: for the cnormitie 
that manie waies hapneth by occafion of this difeord this daie ., 

7 Let them know, that vnlefle they doo quicklie agree to a peace, that warre 
Ihall be aggrauated againA them, which they fliall not be able to fuAaine, for the kings 
power increafeth dailie. 

The greatrr 8 Let them vndcrAand that the realme of England is vnder the fpeciall pro- 
fove* thC m0fe te ^' on ^ ie ^ ca K' omc : that the fea of Rome loueih it better than anie other 
kingdome. 

9 That the faid fea of Rome will not in anie wife fee the Aate of the realme of 
England quaile, being vnder fpeciall protection. 

,io That wc much lament to heare that the WelAunen be more cruell then Sara¬ 
cens: for Saracens, when they take chriAians they keepe them to be redeemed for 
monie. But (they faic) that the WelAimen by and by doo kill all that they take, 
and are enclie delighted with blood, and fomctjmc caufe to be killed them whofe raa- 
fome they hauc receiued. 

11 That whereas they were euer woont to be eftcemed, and to rcuercnce God and 
EcclefiaAicall perfons, they feeme much to rcuolt from that deuotion: moouing 
fedition and warre, and committing flaughter, and burning in the holie time. 
Which is great iniuric to God, wheiein no man can excufe them. 

i a We defire, that as true chriAians they would repent, for they cannot long con¬ 
tinue their begun difeord, if they had fworne it. 

13 We will that they fignific vnto vs, how they will or can amend the trouble of 
the kings peace, and the hurt of the common wealth. 

14 That they fignifie vnto vs how peace and concord may be cAabliflied: for in 
vaine were it to forme peace, to be dailie violated. 

15 Ir they faic that their lawes or couenants be not obferued, that they doo fignifie 
vnto vs which thofe be. 

16 That granting it that they were iniured, as they faie, (which we no waies doo 
know) they which were Judges in the caufe might fo haue fignified to the king’s 
majefiie. 

17 That vnlefic they will now come to peace, they Ihall be rcfiAed by decree and 
cenlure of the church, befides warre of the people. 


No. VI. 
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No. VI. 

To the moft reutrend Father in Cbrift, the Lord Iohn hy Gods grace Arch - 
bijhop of Canturburie, Primate of all England, his Humble and deuout 
Sonne Lhewelyn Prince of Wales and Lord of Snowdon fendeth Greeting . 

WITH all reaerend fubmiffion and honor we yeeld our moft humble and hartie 
thanks vnto your fatherhood, for the great and greeuous paines which at this prefcnt 
for the loue of vs and our nation you haue fuftained: and fo much the more we are 
beholden vnto you, for that befides the kings pleafure you would venture to come 
vnto vs. In that you requeft vs to come to the kings peace, we would haue your 
holinefte to know that we are moft readie and willing to the fame, lo that our lord the 
king will duelie and trulie obferue and keepe the peace towards vs and ours. More* 
ouer, although we would be glad of your continuance in Wales, yet we hope there lhall 
not be any delaie in vs but that peace (which of all things we moft defire and with 
for) may be forthwith eftabliihed, and rather by your trauell and procurement than 
by any other mans: fo that it lhall not be needefull to complaine vnto the Pope of 
our wilfulnes: neither do we delpife your fatherhoods requefts and painefull trauell, 
but with all hartie reuerence according to our dutie do accept the fame. Neither yet 
lhall it be needefull for the lord the king to vfe anie forte againft vs, feeing we are 
redie to obeie him in all things, our rights and lawes (as aforefaid) referued. And 
although the kingdome of England be vnder the fpeciall proteftion of the fea of Rome, 
and with fpeciall lone regarded of the fame: yet, when the lord the Pope and the court 
of Rome lhall vnderftand of the great damages which are done vnto vs by the Englifh- 
men, to wit, the articles of the peace concluded and fworne vnto, violated and broken, 
jhe robbing and burning of churches, the murthering of ec:lefiafiicall perfons, as 
well religious as fecular; the (laughter of women great with child, and children fucking 
their mothers brefts: the deftroieng of hofpitals, and houfes of religion, killing the men 
and women profelfed in the hol'e places, and euen before the alters: we hope that your 
fatherhood, and the faid court of Rome will rather with pittie lament our cafe, 
than with rigour of punilhment augment our forrow. Neither lhall the kingdome of 
England be in anie wife difquieted or molefted by our meanes (as is affirmed) fo that 
we may haue the peace dnlie kept and obferued towards vs and our people. Who 
they be, which are delited with bloodlhed and warre, is manifeftlie apparant by their 
deedes and behauiour; for we would liue quietlie vpon our owne if we might be 
fullered, but the Englifhmen comming to our countrie did put all to the fword, 
neither fparing fex, age or fickneffc, nor any thing regarding churches or facred 
places, the like whereof the Wellhmen neuer committed. That one hauing paid 
his ranfome was afterward llaine, wee are right forie to heare of it, neither do we 
maintaine the offender, who efcaping our hands kcepeth himfclfe as an outlaw in the 
woods and vnknown places. That fome began the warre in a time not meete and 

4 D conuenient. 
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convenient, that vnderftood not we of vntill how: and yet they which did the fame do 
a flume, that in cafe they had not done aa they did at that time, they had beene flaine 
or taken themfelues, being not in fafetie in their owne honfes, and forced con- 
tinuailie for fafeguard of their liuet to keepe -themfelues in armour: and therefore 
to deliuer themfelues from that feare, they tooke that enterprife in hand. Concerning 
thofe things which we commit againft God : with the affiiiance of his grace, we will 
(as it becommeth Chriftians) repent and tnrne vnto him. Neither ihall the war on 
our part be continued, fo that we be fhued harmlefie and may liue as we ought: 
but before we be difmherited or flaine we muft defend our felues as well as we may. 
Of all iniurics and wrongs done by vs, we are mod willing and readie (vpon due- 
examination and triall of all trefpafles and wrongs committed on both fides) to 
make amends to the vttermoft of our power: fo that the like on the kings fide be 
performed in like spanner towards vs and our people: and to conclude and ftabliih a 
peace we are moll readie: but what peace can be eftablifhed when as the kings charter 
fo folemnlic confirmed, is not kept and performed? Our people are dailie opprefled 
with new exaftions: we fend vnto you alfo a note in writing of the wrongs and iniuries 
which are done vnto vs contrarie to the forme of the peace before made. We haue 
put our felues in armour, being driuen therevnto by neceflitie: for we and our people 
were fo opprefled, troden vnder foote, fpoiled, and brought to ilauerie by the kings 
officers, contrarie to the forme of the peace concluded againft iuftice, none otherwife 
than if we were Saracens or Iewes: whereof we haue often times complained vnto the 
king and neuer could get anie redrefle: but alwaies thofe officers were afterwards more 
fierce and crueil againft vs. And when thofe officers through their ranine and ex¬ 
tortion were enriched, other more hungrie than they were fent a frefh to flea thofe 
whom the other had fhorne before: fo that the people withed rather to die than liue 
in fuch oppreflion. And now it ftull not be needeful to leuie anie armic to war vpon 
vs, or to moue the prelats of the church againft vs, fo that the peace may be ob- 
fi-rucd duelie and trulie, as before is exprefled. Neither ought your holie fatherhood 
to giue credit to all that our aduerfaries do allege againft vs: for euen as in their 
deeds they haue and do oppreffe vs, fo in their words they will not fticke to flander 
vs, lairng to our charge what liketh them beft. Therefore, for afmuch as they are 
alwaies prefent with you, and we abfent from you, they opprefling, and we opprefled, 
wc are to defire you euen for his fake from whom nothing is hid, not to credit mens 
words but to examine their deeds. Thus we bid your holiaes farewell. Dated at 
Canh Cclyn, in the fcaii of S. Marline, 


No. VIII. 

Creefs and Iniuries offered by the King and bis Officers to tbe Men of Ros- 

THIS is the forme of peace, which the king of England did promife the men 
of Ros before they did hifn homage, which he promifed them to obferue inuiolablie. 

That 
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That is to faie, the king fhould grant to enerie of then their right and iurifdi&ion, 
su they had in time of king Henrie, according as the faid men doo report that they 
had in the time of king Henrie. 

r 3 Item, the lord the king did promife the faid men, that they fhould-haue iuftice in 
their futet: after granting of the which articles, the faid men did homage to the king. 
And then the king promifed them with his owne mouth faithfullie to obferne the faid 
articles. This notwithftanding, a certeine noble man palling by the kings hie waie, 
with his wife in the kings peace, met certaine Engliih laborers and mafons going to 
Ruthlan where they did then worke: who attempted by force to take awaie his wife 
from him, and while he defended hir as well as he could, one of them killed the wife, 
and he who killed hir with his fellowes were taken: and when the kinred of hir 
which was ilaine required lawe at the juftice of Chefter* hands (for their kinfwomsn) 
they were put in prifon, and the murtherers were deliuered. 

3 Item, a Certeine man killed a Gentleman who had killed the fonne of Grono 
ap Heilyn and was taken: but when certaine of the kinred required iuftice before the 
juftice of Chefter, certeine of them were imprifoned, the offender fet at libertie, and 
iuftice denied to the kinred. 

4 Item, certeine Gentleman claimed fome lands, and offered the king a great 
peece of monie, to haue iuftice by the verdift of good and lnwfull men of the countrie 
(then the lands being adiudged to the claimers) Reginald Gray tooke.the fame 
lands, corne, goods, and all vpon the ground, fo that they loft their lands, monie, 
come and cattell. 

$ Item, it is our right that no ftranger fhould cut our woods without our Jeaue: 
yet this notwithftanding there was a proclamation at Ruthlan, that it fhould be lawfull 
for all other men to cut downe our woods, but to vs it was forbidden. 

6 Item, where diuerfe honeft men had lands of the gift of the faid Dauid, the 
juftice uketil the faid mens lands awaie. 

7 Item, when anie commeth to Ruthlan with merchandize, if he refufe whatfoeuer 
anie Engliih man oifereth, he is forthwith fent to the caftell to prifon, and the buicr 
hath the thing, and the king hath the price: then the foldiours of the caftell firft 
fpoile and beate the partie, and then caufe him to pay the porter, and let him go. 

8 Item, if anie Welfhmen buie anie thing in Ruthlan, and anie Englifh man doo 
meet him, he will take it from him, and giue him lefle than he paid for it. 

9 Item, the king contrarie to his promife made to the men of Ros, hath giuen the 
-territorie of Mdynan, Penmayn, and Lhyfuayn. 

4 D x 
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to Item, Certeine Gentlemen of the Cantred of Rot bought eerteine offices, 
and paid their monie for the fame: yet the Iuftice of Chefter tooke the faid offices 
from them without caufe. 

See this Article it Item, Grono ap Heityn tooke to farme of Godfrey Marliney, the territorie of 
»E«»»P’g«j 77 'Maynan and Lhyfuayn, for the terme of foure yeares: yet Robert de Cruquer with 
horfes and armes and foure and twentie horffemen, came to vexe the faid Grono, 
to that he had no fafe going, neither to Ruthlan nor Chefter, without a great garrifon' 
of hit kindred and freends. 

12. Item, certeine Gentlemen were arrefted for trefpaftes done before the warret 
and imprifoned, and could not be deliuered vntill they had paied xvi. market, which- 
was contrarie to the peace concluded. 

13 Item, our caufes ought to be decided after the cuftome of our lawes j but 
our men be compelled to fweare againft their confciences, elfe they be d&t fuffered to 
fweare: furthermore we fpent three hundreth market in going to the king for iuftice in 
the forefaid articles. And'when we beleered to recouer full iuftice, the king fent to 
our parties the lord Reginald Gray, to whom the king hath fet all the lands to farme,- 
to handle the men of the faid Cantreds as it pleafeth him: who compelled vs to 
* fweare in hit name, whereas we ihould fweare in the kings name. And where the 
kings crofle ought to be erefted, he caufed his crofle to be erefled, in token that he 
is the verie true lord: and the faid lord Reginald at his firft comming to thofe 
parts of Wales, fold to certeine feruantt of the king, offices for lx. markes, which 
the laid feruants bought before of the king for xxiiij. markes: which offices ought not 
to be fold at the choife of the lord. 

14 Item, the king gaue Meredyth ap Madoc a captainefhip for his leruice, 
Reginald Gray tooke it from himneither could he get anie remedie at the kings 
hands for the fame. 

15 Item, one of the councrll of the faid Reginald, Cynwric Vadhan told vs by 
mouth, that as foone as the faid Reginald Gray returned to Wales he would take 
xxiiij. men of everie Cantered, and either behead them or imprifon them perpetuallie. 

16 Item, whereas we paid our taxes and rents in old monie half a yeare before 
the comming of new. monie, they inforced vs to paie new monie for the old. 

These greefes and the likcj the faid Reginald offered vs, and threatned that if we 
would fend anic to the king to complaine he would behead themand when we fent. 
anie to the king, he could neuer fpeake with the king, but fpent vs much monie in 

* To fweare by hit hand, whereas wc fhouU fweare by the band ef the king. 
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value. For which greefei we fccleeue oar felue* free before Go 4 , from the oth which 
we hane made to the king. 


No. IX. 

’Theft Greefei' foiowing , the King and bis Iujiices offered to Rees Vacban 

of Stratywy. 

AFTER that the faid Reesgaue the king his caftell of Dyneuowr, fithence the 
M peace, the faid Rees then being in the tent of the lord Payne de Gaderfey, at the 
fame time there were flaine fixe Gentlemen of the faid Reefes men, for whom they 
neuer had amends, which was to him great greefe and Ioffe. 

2 Item, Iohn Gifford claimed the faid Reefes inheritance at Hiruryn, and the faid 
Rees requeued the lawe of his coantrie of the king, or the lawe of the countie of 
Caermardhen, in the which countie the anceftors of the faid Rees were woont to 
haue lawe: when they were of the peace of the Engliihmen, and vnder their regiment; 
But the faid Rees could haue no lawe, but loft all his lands. They would haue 
had him to anfwer in the conntie of Hereford, where none of his anceftors euer 
anfwered. Further in the lands of the faid Rees were fuch enormities committed, 
which doo mod apperteine to the ftate ecclefiafticall: that is to faie in the church of 
S.Dauid, which they call Lhangadoc, they made (tables, and plaid the harlots, and 
tooke awaie all the goods of the faid church, and burning all the houfes, wounded the 
preeft of the faid church before the high altar, and left him there as dead. 

3 Item, in the fame countrie they fpoiled and burnt the churches of Dyng.id, 
Lhantredaff, and other churches in other parts: they fpoiled their chalices, books, 
and all other ornaments and goods. 


No. X. 

•{left It the Greefes which the King and his luftice gave to Lhewelyn op- 
Rees and Bowel ap Rees. 

AFTER that a forme of peace was concluded-betwixt Henrie then king of Eng- 
land, and the prince of Wales, the faid king granted and confirmed by his charter to 
the faid Prince the homage of the faid noble men, fo long as they flood freend* with* 
the prince, according to the faid gift and confirmation: but Edward now king 
diflierited the faid Gentlemen of their lands, fo that they could, not haue their owne 
lands, neither by law nor by fauour. 

No. XI- 
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No. XI. 

Tbefe be the Greefes done by the Englifomen , to the Sonnes of Meredyth 

op Owen. 

AFTER that the king had granted the Gentlemen their owne inheritance of 
Geneurgtyn and Creuthyn, he contrarie to the peace difherited the faid Gentelmen: 
denieng them all lawes and cuftomes of Wales, and of the countie of Caermardhyn. 

a Thi faid king in hit countie of Caerdigan by his faid Iuitices compelled the faid 
Gentelmen to give iudgment vpon themfeluei; where their predeceflbrs neuer differed 
the like of Englilhmen. 

\ 

3 The laid Iuftices of the king haue taken awaic the courtes of the noblemen 
in Wales, and compelled the people to fatisfie before them for trefpaffes: when aa 
they ought to hauc fatisfied by the faid nobles. 

4 When a wrecke hapneth vpon anie of the grounds of the noble men, whofe 
ancedors had wrecke, they lhould haue the fame: yet the king fotbiddeth them, and 
the faid king by color of that ihipwrecke contrarie to their cullome and lawe did 
condemne them in eight markes, and tooke away all the goods of the ihipwrecke. 

5 That none of our men of the countie of Caerdigan dare come amoagd the 
Englilhmen, for feare of imprifonment: and if it had not beene for feare of hurt, the 
nobles would neuer hane ilirred. 


No. XII. 

The complaints of the noble Men of Stratalyn, of the Wrongs and Greefes 
doone to them, by Roger Clifford, and Roger Scrochill Deputie to the 
faid Roger Clifford: contrarie to the Priuilege, Iujlice and Cufiome of 
the faid noble Men, as they faie and prooue. 

WHEN the faid Roger compelled the faid men of Stratylyn to giue them 
(to haue their cuflomes and privileges) twentie marks darling, and after the paiement 
of the monie, they brake by and by after this fort, to put vpon tweluemen according to 
the lawes of England, which was neuer the manner nor cullome $f the faid countrie. 

a Item, Madocap Blethya was condemned in fourc markes vniudlie, contrarie to 
the lawes .and vfe of the countrie. 
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3 Item, Grono Goch was likewife condemned in fiue marks and tweloe beaits, 
contrarie to the cuftorae of the countrie. 

4 Item, the faid Roger tooke the lands of the men of the conntrie as forfeit: 
and for one foote of a flag found in a dogs mouth, three men were fpoiled of all that 
they had. 

5 Item, Ithel ap Gwyfty was condemned in a great fum of monie, for the faft of 
his father done fourtie yeares before. 

6 Item, the faid Roger laid vpon vs the finding of all the Englilh foldiours,' 
whereof before there was but one halfe. 

7 Item, we were giuen to mailler Maurice de Cruny, and were fold to Roger 
Clifford: which was neuer feene in our parents time. 

8 Item, the widow of Robert of the Mowld afked of the king the third part of 
the land in the Mowld in ward: whereas it was iudged before the king, that the 
laid lands were neuer giuen in ward. 


No. XIII. 

Thefe be the Articles of Greefes dome to the Men of Penlhyn , by the 
Conjlable of Henrie Chambers of the white Abbie > and his Men. 

CYNWRIC AP MADOC was fpoiled by them in time of peace, of eight 
pound, foure oxen, come the worke of one plough for two yeares, and to the value 
of three pound, of three of his men, and they had the worth of xvi. pound for the 
laid eight pound, and did beate him befides: which was more wrong, for then he was 
the princes conftable at Penlhyn. And all the caufe that they pretended to make this 
fpoile, was onelie that they faid they had found foure and twentie fheafes of tyth in 
the houfe of a feruant of the faid Cynwric. 

a Item, Adam Criwr was condemned in eight /hillings eight pence, and a mare, 
price twentie Ihillings, and was taken and beaten, for that he had taken the Healer 
of that mare, and brought him bound with him, the which tbeefc was forthwith 
deliuered. , 

3 Item, Iorwerth ap Gurgeneu was condemned in foure peund, for that he had. 
Raped out of their prifon in time of the warres, and was found in the faid towne in. 
the time of peace, and this is direOlie againfl the peace concluded betwixt the king 
and the Prince. 


4 Item, 
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4 Item, Caduan Dhu feraant to the conftable of Penlhyn was condemned, blcaufe 
he would not receiue the old monie for new. 

; Item, Gruffyth ap Grono the Princes man was {polled of an oxe, price eleuen 
(hillings eight pence, and after that the conftable had plowed with the faid oxe fcuen 
monthes, he paid to the faid Gruffyth for the faid oxe, three (hillings foure pence. 

6 Item, two feruants of one named Y Bongam were fpoiled of two pounds, for 
that they tookc a theefe that robbed them by night, and yet the theefe was deliuered. 

7 Item, Encon ap Ithel was taken, beaten, and Ipoilcd of two oxen, price foure 
and twentie (hillings and two pence, for this caufe onelic, that the faid oxen went from 
one ftreete to an other in the townc, 

8 Item, Guyan May (Iran was fpoiled of his monie, becaufe a certeine merchant 
of Ardudwy owed them certeine things, and yet the faid merchant was not of their 
kailiwickc. 


No. XIV. 

The Greefes of Grono ap Heilyn. 

A TENANT of Grono ap Heilyn was called to the kings court without anie 
caufe: then Grono came at the daie appointed to defend his tenant, and demanded 
iultice for him, or the law which the men of his countrie did vfe : all this being denied, 
the faid tenant was condemned in feuen and twentie pound, i. d. ob. Then the faid 
Grono went to London for iuftice, which was promifed him, but he could neuer haue 
anie, where he fpent in his iournie fifteene markes. 

x A certeine Gentleman was (lainc, who bad foflered the fonne of Grono ap 
Heilyn, and he that killed him was taken and brought to Ruthlan callell :*then the 
faid Grono and the kindred of him that was flaine a Iked iultice, but fome of them 
were imprifoned, and the killer difeharged. Then Grono went againe to London for 
iuftice, which the king did promife him, but he neuer had anie, but (pent twentie 
markes. 

3 Th k third time Grono was faine to go to London for iuftice In the premiiles: 
where he fpent xviij. markes, vj. s. viij. d. And then likewife the king promifed him 
that he fhould haue iuftice: but when he certeinelie beleeued to haue iultice, then Re¬ 
ginald Gray came to the countrie and faid openlie, that he had all doings in that 
countrie by the kings charters: and tooke away all Bailiwicks, which the king had 
giuen the faid Grono and fold them at his pleafure: then the faid Grono 
iuftice of the faid Reginald, but he could not be heard. 
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4 The (aid Grono tookc to farme for foure yeares of Godfrey Marline y, Maynan 
and Lhysfayn, then Robert Cruquer came with hi* horfles and trmes to get the falS 
lands by force, and for that Grono would not fuft'er him to haue the fa id lands before 
his yeares came out, he was called to the law, and then the faid Reginald Gray came 
with xxiiij. horflemen, to take the (aid Grono. And for that they could not that dale 
haue their purpofe, they called Grono the next daie to Ruthlan : and then Grono had 
counfell not to go to Ruthlan. Then they called him againe to anfws^l at Caerwys, 
but the faid Grono durft not go thither, but by the conduit of the biftiop of S. Afaph, 
for that Reginald Gray was there and his men in harhefte. 

5 For thefc greefes for the which he could get no iuRice, but labour and expenfes, 
of liiij. markes and more, and for that he durft not in his owne perfon go to the court, 
he fent letters, one to the king, an other to his brother Lhewelyn, to fignifie to the 
king that he ftiould loofc all the fauour of the countrie, if he kept no promife with 
them, and fo it came to pafle, becaufe the men of Ros and Englefild could get no 
iuftice, the king neglefling the correction ol thc/e things, loft the whole countrie. 


No. XV. 

Humblie Jheweth to your Holines, Lord rlrchbifhop of Canturburie, Primate 
of all England, the noble Men of Tegengl: that when the faid noble Men 
. did their Homage to the Lord Edward, King of England, the faid King 
promifed them to defend them and their Goods and that they Jhould v/e 
all Kind of Right, Friuilege, and Iurifdifiion, which they did vfe in 
Time of King llenrie, of the Graunt of the faid King, whereof they were 
after fpoiled. 

FIRST they were fpoiled of their right and priuileges and cuflomcs of the countrie : 
and were compelled to be iudged by the lawes of England, whereas the tenor of that 
their priuilege was to be iudged according to the lawes of Wales at Tref Edwyn, at 
Ruthlan, and at Caerwys, and the beR men of the countrie were taken, bicaufe they 
defired to be iudged at Tref Edwyn, according to the tenor of their priuileges, by the 
awes of Wales. 

a Whatsoever one IuRicc dooth, his fucceftor dooth reuerfe the fame: for in 
Dauids caufc Reginald Gray rcuoked that, which his predeceft'or confirmed and allowed. 

3 Ip he doo take anie Gentleman of the countrie, he will not let him go vpon fucrtic, 
which he ought to doo. 

4 If anie Gentleman be brought to the caftell of the Flynt, vpon fmall accufation, and 
his cattell withall; they can neither be deliuered, nor haue delaic, vntill they glue the 
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condable an oxc, and vntill they paie three pound fees to Cynwric for the hauing of 
the delaie. 

5 Reginald Gray gaue the lands of the men of Merton to the Abbot and couent 
of Bafingwerkc, againft the lawes of Wales and the cuftome of the countrie, and con- 
traiic to the forme of the peace betwixt prince Lhewelyn and the king; that is to faic, 
xvi. Caratatas terra:. 

6 The noble and bed of the countrie be iniured, for that the king builded the cadell 
of Flynt vpon their ground : and the king commanded the Indices to giue the men as 
much and as good ground or the price. But they are fpoiled of their lands, and haue 
neither other lands nor monic. 

7 Reginald Gray will not fuffer men to cut their ownc wood, vntill he haue both 
monic and reward, and vntill they paie for it alfo j but permitteth others to cut it downe 
ficclie, which they ought not to doo by the lawes and cudomes of Wales. 

8 Where the men of Cyrchynan couenant with the king to giue the king halfe a 
medow, of condition the king fliould not fuffer the woods to be cut downe, Howel ap 
Cruffyth being prefent: yet Reginald Gray hath broken the fame, permitting euerie 
man to cut their woods, and fpoile them alfo of their medowe. 

g The fonne of Cynwric ap Grono was taken at Ruthlan, and put in prifon without 
anic caufe at all: neither would the kings officers deliuer him, vnleffe he would redeeme 
the gage of a ccrteine woman, for the which he was conftrained to paie much more than 
the pawne Jaie for. 

to When the bailiffe of Ruthlan was at a feall, Hicken le Maile wounded a Gentle- 
man cruellic in the prefence of the faid bailiffe: by the occafion of which wound, 
Hicken was condemned in eight pound, and when he which was hurt would haue de¬ 
manded the faid eight pound, he was put in prifon with Hicken. 

11 The meflengersof Reginald Gray attempted an abfurditie not heard of, requiring 
the people of the countrie to plow his ground, and fowe the fame : anc^the meffengers 
were Cynwric Says and Hicken Lemayl, and the faid Cynwric fware openlie before the 
whole companie, that vnleffe all men fliould plow Reginald Graycs ground, they fliould 
ihortlic repent it: then the people feared much, as in that cafe anic conllant man 
would /care. 

i a The heircs of Tegengl bought their offices for xxx. m a ikes of the king. But 
afterward Reginald Gray fpoiled them of their offices and monic, againft the lawes and 
•uftomes of England. 
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13 Seaueit Gentlemen were wrongfullie killed by the Englilhmcn, but aj yet the 
parents of the Gentlemen can haue no amends: and though the offenders were taken, 
yet the faid conftable let them go without puniihment. 

14 The conftable of Ruthian kept two of the kings foldiours m prifon, for that 
they tooke an Englilhman, who had wounded a man. 

All thefe things conteined in thefe articles are contratie to the priuilege, liberiie 
and right of the faid men, and contr.irie to the lawes and euftomes of Wale,: neither 
dare the inhabitants fend their complaints to the king for fcaic of Reginald Gray (which 
feare anie conftant man might haue) becaufe the faid Reginald Gray faid openlie, that 
if he could come by anie fucli their meffengers, he would cut off their heads, as it is 
certeinelie told vs by one of his counfell: further neither toong can expreii'e, nor 
penne can write, how cuill the men of Tegengl haue bccnc ordered. 

Humblie complaincth vnto your lordfltip, my lord Archbifltop of Canturburie Pri¬ 
mate of all England, Lhewclyn ap Gruffych ap Madoc, of the conilable of Ofwaldes 
Croffe, the king and of the men of that townc, who haue fpoiled the faid Lhewel/n of 
the third part of a towne called Lhedrot, and his fathers lioufe without ante law, or 
right, or cuftomc of the countrie. Further the faid Conilable and his complices haue 
againft the lawes and the cuftomc of the countrie fpoiled the faid Lhewclyn of the 
common and pafturage, which he and his prcdeceffors haue had and vfed time out of 
mind: and further condemned the faid Lhcwelyn for the faid pafturc in lxx. mnrkes. 
And further the king of England granted certeine letters to a baflard called Gruffych 
Vachan of Cynihaeth, to law with the faid Lhewclyn for his whole lordfhip and pofl'ef- 
fions; by the occafion of the which letters, the faid Lhcwelyn hath fpent two hundreth 
pound of good manic. 

Also the faid Conftable compelled the faid Lhcwelyn to fend two of his Gentlemen 
to him, whom when they came to hint he caufed to be hanged, which Gentlemen ought 
not by right to haue been hanged, whofc parents had rather haue giuen him three 
hundreth pounds. 

Afterward the faid Conftable imprifoned threefcore of the men c-f the faid Lhcwelyn 
(no caufe alledgcd) but that a certeine Page fpakc a word : who could not be dcliucrcd 
out of prifon, vntil euerie of them paid ten (hillings. 

When the men of the faid Lhewclyn came to the faid townc to fell their oxen, the 
faid Conftable would caufe the beafts to be driuen to the callcll: neither would he 
reftore the beuftes nor monic for them. Further, the faid Conftable and his men tooke 
awaie the cattell of the faid Lhewclyn from his ownc ground, and did their will 
with them. 
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Further the kings TuQicea compelled the faid Lhcwelyn, contmie to the law and 
cuflome of Wales, to deliuer to the fonnes of Eneon ap Gruffyth, a certeine towne 
which both he and his anceftors euer had held. The faid Conftable tooke the horde 
of Lhewelyns Bailiff: when the faid Bailiff owed him nothing, who could neuer get 
his borffe againe, nor anie fatisfa&ion for it. 

Furthermore when the faid Lhewelyn Ihould haoe gone to a towne called Caer- 
Ibeon to appeare there as he was appointed, the fonnes of Gruffyth ap Gwenwynwyn, 
and the foldiours of Roger Strainge, by the counfell of the faid Roger, tooke the faid 
Lhcwelyn and his men, and imprifoned them, to their great damage ; which the faid 
Lhcwelyn would toot for 300. pound darling, who could by no meanes be delioered, 
vutill they had found fufficient fuerties. 

The Archbifhop receiuing thefe and other articles, came to the king, and requefted 
him to confider thefe wrongs, and to caufe amends to be made, or at the lead excufe the 
Wclfhmcn hauing fo iud caufc of greefe. Who anfwered that the Wclihmen were to be 
cxcufed : yet he faid he was euer readie to doo iudice to all them that complained. 
Whcrevpon the Archbilhop befought the king againe, that the WeKhmen might haue 
free accede to his Grace to declare their greefes, and to feeke remedie: the king anfwered 
they fhould freelie come and depart, if it fhould fee me that by iudice they deferued 
to depart. 

The Archbifhop hearing this, went and came to the Prince of Wales in Snowdon, 
that he might rnooue him and his brother Dauid, and the other companie to fubmit them* 
fclues: whereby he might incline the king to admit them. Which after much talke 
and conference with the Archbifhop, the Prince anfwered that he was readie to fubmit 
himfclfc to the king, referuing two things: that is to fay, his confcience, which he 
ought to haue for the rule and fufegard of his people: and alfo the decencie of his 
date and calling. Which anfwere the Archbifhop brought, and reported to the king. 
At the which the king faid, that he would not anie other treatie of peace, than 
that the Prince and his people fhould firoplie fubmit themfejues. But the Archbifhop 
(knowing well that the Wclfhmen would not fubmit themfelues but in the forme afore- 
f.iid, or in other forme to them tollerabie and of them liked) requefted the king, that 
he might haue conference in this matter with all the noble Englifhmen then prefent: 
who after fuch conference agreed all to thefe articles following. The which articles the 
Archbifhop did fend in writing to the Prince, by lohn Wallcnlis. 
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No. XVI. 

'Theje are to be /aid to the Prince before bis Councell. 

FIRST, that of the foure Cantreds and the lands by the king giuen to his nobles, 
and the 111 c of Anglefey, he will haue no treatie of. 
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* Item, of ihe tenants of the fbure Cantreds if they will fubmit themfelues, he 
purpofeth to doo as becommeth a kings majeRie: and we verelie beleeue he will deale 
with them mercifullie, and to that end we will labour and trull to obtaine. 

3 As touching the lord Lhewelyn we can haue none other anfwer, bat that he (hall 
fubmit himfelfe iimplie to the king: and we beleeue certcinlie he will deale mercifullie 
with him, and to that end wc trauell all we can, and verilie beleeue to be heard. 


No. XVII. 

Thefe following are to be faid to the Prince in Secret. 

FIRST, that the nobilitie of England haue concerned this forme of fauorable peace, 
that the lord Lhewelyn Ihould fubmit himfelfe to the king: and the king (hould 
honorablic prouide for him a thoufand pound darling, and fome honorable countie in 
England. So that the faid Lhewelyn would put the king in quiet poiTcfiion of Snowdon : 
and the king will prouide honorablie for the daughter of Lhewelyn, according to the 
(late and condccencie of his owne bloud, and to thefe they hope to perfuade the king. 

2 It em, if it happen that Lhewelyn marric a wife, and to haue by hir anie heire 
male, they trull to intreate the king, that the fame heire male and his heires for euer 
(hall haue the fame thoufand pound and countie. 

3 Item, to the people fubiett to the faid Lhewelyn the king will prouide, as becom- 
meth their eftates and condition, and to that the king is well inclined. 


No. XVIII. . 

Thefe are to be faid to Dauid Brother to Lhewelyn in Secret. 

FIRST, that if for the honor of God (luxia debitum crucis aflumpta:) he will go 
to the holie land, he lhall be p.-ouided for according to his degree, fo that he doo not 
returne, vnlefle he be called by the king : and we trull to entreat the king, to prouide 
for his child. 

2 And thefe things we tell our felues to the Wcllhmen, that a great deale greater 
perill dooih hang ouer them, than we told them by mouth when we were with them: 
thefe things which wc write feeme greeuous, but it is a great dealc more greeuous 
to be opprelfed witl/armes, and finallie to be rooted out, bicaufe eucrie daie more and 
more their danger tiooth increafe. 
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3 Item, it is more hard to be alwaies in warre, in anguiih of mind, and danger of 
bodie, alwaies fought and beiieged, and fo to die in deadlie finue, and continuall 
rancor and malice. 

4 Item, we feare (whereof we be forie) vnleflc you doo agree to peace, we moll 
certein lie will aggranate the fentcnce Eccleliaflicall again ft you for your faults: of the 
which you can not excufe yourfelues, whereas yce (hall find both grace and mercie, if 
you will come to peace. 

And fend vs your anfwer of thefe in writing. 


No. XIX. 

To the rnoft reuerend Father in Cbrift , the Lord Iohn by Gods Grace 
Archbijhop of Canturburie , and Primate of all England % his obedient 
Some Lhewelyn Prince of Wales and Lord of Snowdon fendeth greeting. 

MOST hartily with all reuercncc and honor we are content and rcadie holie father 
as you hauc counfellcd vs, to fubmit our felucs vnto the kings Grace, fo it be in that 
forme that lhall be fafe and honeft for vs: but becaufe that forme of fubmilfion con- 
teined in the articles which were font vnto us, is neither fafe, nor honeft, as we and 
our counccll do thinke (at the which articles all men do marucll:) tending rather to the 
deftruftion of vs and our people, than anie fccuritie and honeft dealing, we may in no 
wife yeeld oitr aflent vnto it, and if we fhould fo doo, our nobles and people would 
not agree to the fame, knowing the mifeheefe and incotiueniencc that is like to enfue 
thereof. Neuerthelefte, we befeech your holie fatherhood, that for the reformation 
of a decent, honeft and firme peace (for the which you haue taken fo great paincs) you 
do circumfpeftlie prouidc, liauing refpecl vnto the articles which we fend vnto you 
in uniting. It is more honorable for the king, and more agreeable to rcafon that 
we Ihould hold our lands in the countric where wee dwell, than that wee ftiould be 
diiinheritcd, and our lands giuen to other men. Dated at Garth Cclyn. 


No. XX. 

The Anfwers of the TVelJhmcn. 

FIRST, though the lord the king will haue no trcatic of the foure Cantrcds of the 
lands that he gaue his nobles, nor the lfle of Anglefey ; yet the Princes counccll will no 
pea.c to be made, vnleffe treatie be had cf them. For that the foure Cantreds be of 
the more tenure of the Prince, where alwaies the Princtfs of Wales had more right, fince 
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the time of Camber the fonne of Bratus: fo that they be of the pincipalitie of Wale*. 

The confirmation of the which the Prince ohtained by Otobonus the Popes legate in 
England, by the confent of the king and his father : as it doth appeare by the letter* 
patents. And more iuft and equall it is, that our hrires doo hold the faid Cantreds of 
the king for monie and vfed fcruice, than the fame be giuen to Grangers, which abule 
the people by force and power. 

2 All the tenants of all the Cantreds of Wales altogither doo faie, that they dare not 
fubmit themfelucs to the king, to doo his pleafurc. bird, for that the king kept nei¬ 
ther couenant, nor oth, nor grant by charter from the beginning, to the Prince or his 
people. Secondlic, for that the kings men doo crucllie excrcife tyrannie towards the 
Church and Churchmen. Thirdlie, that they be not bound to anie fuch matter, feeing 
they be the Princes tenants: who is readie to doo vfed and accuilomed fcruice, and to 
obey the king, with and by the faid fcruice. 

3 To that which is faid, that the Prince Ihould fimplie commit himfelfe to the kings 
will, it is anfwcred, that none of vs all dare come to the king, for the caufcs aforefaid, 
we altogither will not fuffer our Prince to come in that nuncr. 

4 Item, where the great men of England would procure a prouifion of a thoufand 
pounds a yeare in England : let it be anfwcred, that fuch prouifion is not to be accepted, 
for that it is procured by them, who go about to difinherit the Prince to haue his lands 
in Wales. 

^ Item, the Prince ought not to difmiffe his inheritance, and his prcdcceffors in 
Wales, (incc the time of Brutus, and confirmed by the fca apoflolike, as isaferefaid, 
snJ to take lands in England, where he knoweth neither toong, maners, lawcs nor 
cuftoms, wliciein lie lliall be foonc trapped by his neighbours the Englilhnicn, his old 
malicious enimics, whereby he ihould lol'e the land too. 

6 Item, feeing the king geeth about to depriuc him of his ancient inheritance, it 
is not like that he would fuller him to poffeffe lands in England, where he ck.hnvth 
no right; feeing that the princes lands in Wales of his ownc inheritance is but bmen 
and vntilled, it is Idle like the king would fuller him to cnioie good feitile ground in 
England. 

7 Item, the Prince Ihould giue the king pofleffion of Snowdon for curr. Let it 
be anfwcred, that feeing that Snowdon is of the appurtenances of the piindpalitic 
of Wales, which the Prince and his predcccffors held fincc the time of Brute (ae it is 
before faid) his counccll will not fuffer him to renounce that place, and to take in Eng¬ 
land a place Idle due vnto him. 

5 Item, the people of Snowdon doo faie, that although the Prince would giue the 
king pofleffion of it, yet they would neuer doo homage to ftrangers : of whofc toong, 
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mancrs, and lawcs they (hould be ignorant. For fo they ihould be foreuer captiued 
and cruellie handled, as the Cantreda haue beene by the kings bailiffes and other the 
kings men handled more cruellie than Sarracens, as it dooth well appeare by the notes 
of their greefes, which the men of the Cantreds fent to you holie father. 


No. XXI. 

rbefe are to be anjwered Jor Dauid, the Primes Brother. 

W H E N he is difpofed to fee the holie land, he will doo it for Gods fake voluntarilie, 
not by fuch inforcemcnt againft his will: for he intendeth not to go on pilgrimage after 
that fort. Uicaufe he knoweth enforced feruice not to pleafe God ; and if he hereafter 
ihall for deuotion fee the holie land, that is no caufc for euer to difmherit his offspring, 
but rather to reward them. 

And for that neither the Prince nor his people, fbrconntrie nor for gaines, did 
mooue warre, inuading no mans lands, bat defending their owne lands, lawcs, and 
liberties; and that the king and his people of inueterate hatred, and for covctoufnes 
to get our lands inuading the fame, mooued warre: wee therefore fee our defenfc is 
iuft and lawfull, and herein wee trull God will helpe vs, and will turne his reuenge 
vpon deftroiers of churches; who haue rooted vp and burned churches, and taken out 
both all facraments and facrcd things from them, killing preefts, clarkes, religious, lame, 
dombe, deaffe, yonglings fucking their mothers paps, weake and impotent, both man 
and woman, and committing all other enormities as partlie it appeareth to your h<v'-<- 
nefle. Wherefore God forbid that your holineffe (hould fulminate fentence againft anie, 
but fuch as hath doone fuch things. We who haue fuffered all thefe things at the 
kings officers hands, doo hope at your hands remedie and comfort; and that you will 
punifh fuch church robbers and killers, who can defend themfelues no waies, lead their 
impunitie be caufe and example for others to do the like. Uerie manie in our countric 
doo much marucll that you counfelled vs to leaue our owne land, and to go to an other 
mans lands among our enimies to liue : for feeing we cannot haue peace in our owne 
land, which is our owne right, much leflc Ihould we be quiet in an other mans, amongft 
our enimies. And though it be hard to liue in warre and peril), harder it is to be 
vtterlie deftroied and brought to nothing : efpcciallie for chriftians, feeking elfe nothing 
but to defend our owne, being by ncceftiiie driuen therevnto, and the greedie ambition 
of our enimies. 

And your holineffe told vs, that you had fulminated fentence againft all that for 
hatred or gaines doo hinder the peace. And it appeareth euidentlie who doo war for 
thefe caufes, the feare of death, the feare of imprisonment, the feare of perpetuall 
prifon, the feare of difinheriting, no keeping of promife, couenant, grant, nor charter, 

tyrannical! 



APPENDIX. 


6$5 


tyrannicall dominion, and manie more like compcll vs to be in warre, and this we (hew 
to God and to your lordlliip, defiring your godlic and charitable hclpc. 

Furthermore, if anie in F.ngland haue offended the king (as manie doo offend 
him) yet none of them be dilinherited : fo if anie of vs haue offended the king, let him 
be punifhedand make fatisfaftion, as he maie, without exhereditating. As we trull in 
you, we praie you holie Father to labour to this end. ]f they laic to vs that we breake 
the peace, it appearcth euidentlie that they and not we breake the fame, who neucr kept 
promife, nor coucnant, nor order, made anie amends for trefpafTes, nor remedie fit 
our complaints. 


Rex omnibus, &c. 

SCIATIS quod cum Lewclinus prineeps dc Aberflraw St dominos Snawerden, 
nobis conccflerit & firmiter promiferit, quod Habit prouifioni venerabilium patruin Re- 
dulphi Ciccftrenfis epifeopi Sc cancellarii nollri. Sc Alexandra Conventrenfis & Liclitield 
epifeopi, & dileftorum & lidelium noftrorum Richardi Marcfchalli comitis I’embrocb, 
Joannis dc Lafcy comitis J.incolnix Sc tonllabularri Cellrix, Stephani dc Segrave Julli- 
ciarii nollri Anglia-, Sc Radulphi filii Nicholai Sencfchnlli nollri, una cum ldnevet 
Scnefchallo ipfius Lcwelini Sc Wcrrenoc fratre ejus, Imano Vachan & David Cletko, 
quam ipfi fadluri funt fuper congruis emend is nobis faciendis, dc omnibus cxccffibua 
nobis Sc nollris, ab eo Sc fuis fadtis & dc rcllituiionc nobis Sc hominibus nollris faciend.i 
de omnibus terris & poflellionibus nollris & uallrorum per ipfutn Lcwclinum Sc Wallcr.fes 
occupatis, occafione W elite inter nos Sc ipfum motx; fimul ctiain dc rocipicnd.i rcili- 
tutione a nobis Sc nollris, dc omnibus terris iplius Lcwelini Sc hominuni fuorum per nos 
& nollros occupatis, occafione Wcrrx prxdidlx, Sc de aflignando David lilio iplius 
Lewelini Sc ilhbellx uxori ejus priniogcnitx fi!ix& ha-rcrcdis. Gullielmi dc Hreus, r.i- 
tionabili portionc ipfarn Ifabelhim contingcnte, dc tetris qux fuerunt pucdifli Gullielmi 
partis fui, Sc de rcfufionc pecunix nobis, facienda, proprxdidlis excefiibtis congruc cmrn- 
dandis Sc portionc prxdidla afliguanda; proiifa t..uien fuper hoc ab eifdem f'uflickntc 
fecuritate de fideii feruitio nobis prxllando & de tranquiliiatc nobis & regno noltro 
Anglix, obfervanda. I la quod dnmpnum vcl periculum, ncc nobis ncc regno nollro 
inde poilit evenire. Et 13 pendente proi ilionc prxdicta, aliquid de n-vo cmerleiit eman- 
dandum, idem Lewclinus voluerit & concelfirit, quod per prxdidlos proviforcs emendetur. 
Nos provifionem eorundem quam fadluri funt fuper omnibus prxmiflis, gratam h.,bcmu-, 
Sc acceptam pro nobis, & nollris ficut prxfatus Lewclinus pro fe Sc fuis Sc in hujus rei 
tellimonium has literas patentes inde fieri fccinius. Ttftc me ipfo apud Salop feptimo 
die Deccmbris Sc decimo feptimo anno regni nollri. . 
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Rex, Sec. 

L EWE LI NO principi de Aberfraw falutem. Sciatis quod recipimus in gratiam 
noftram, Gilbertuni Marefchalium & omnes qui fuerunt imprifii Richardi Marefchalli 
tam dc Anglia quam de Waliia qui ad pacem noftram venire voiuerunt Sc eis reddidimus 
omnes terras Sc tenementa fua qua: de nobis tenuerunt, Sc de quibus difleffiti fuerunt 
occafione guerrx motx inter nos Sc prxdiftum comitem, Sc nobis remanent quieta qux- 
cunque fuper nos & noftros per prxdi&um comitem, vel fuos imprifios occupata fuerunt 
qux vobis duximus fignificanda. Volentes quod vobis innotefcant qux penes nos 
afta funt in hac parte, Sc quia per venerabilem patrem Edmundum Cantuarienfem 
archiepifcopum & co-epifcopos fuos captx funt treugx inter nos Sc vos fub firms fpe 
tradandi de pace inter nos & vos formanda & fortius firmanda. Mittimus propter 
hoc prxdidum archiepifcopum & vcncrabilcs patres Alexandrum Coventrenfem Sc 
Lichfieldcnfem & Henricum Roffenfem co-epifcopos fuos ad partes marchix; ita quod 
erunt apud Salop die Lunae in craftino fandae trinitatis: et rogamus vos quatenus 
ficut noilram dcfidcratis amicitiam non omittatis quin in craftino die Martis loco tuto 
& competent!, quem prxdidus archiepifcopus vobus ligniiicabit ipft archiepifcopo Sc 
co-epifcopus fuis occuratis ad tradatum cum eis habendum fuper prxmilfis. In quorum 
etiam ore quxdatn qux non duximus feripto commendanda pofuimus vobis plenius ex- 
ponenda ; rogantes quatinus ficut decet taliter ea qux reformationcm pads refpiciunt 
& qux ipfi plenius in hac parte vobis explicabunt audire cum cft’edu & eifdem ad • 
quiefeere vciitis, quod non ftet per vos quin lirmum & ftabile pads vinculum inter nos 
& vos roboretur ad noftrum pariter & veftrum commodum & honorem. 


Rex, Sec. 

D 1 LECTO Sc fideli fuo Richardo comiti Cornubix Sc Ficlavix falutem. Sciatis 
quod treugx captx funt inter nos Sc Lcwclinum principem de Aberfraw per venerabilem 
patrem Edmundum archiepifcopum Cantuarienfem & cpifcopos fecum adjuntos Sc quoi- 
dam alios fidcles noftros propter hoc ad parte3 Wallix deftinatos duraturx a fello 
Sandi Jacobi anno regni noftri dccimo odavo ufque in duos annos fequentes in hac 
forma. Quod omnes injurix Sc damnx hinc inde fada infra ultimam treugam captam 
per venernbilem patrem Henricum Roficnfem epifeopum in media quadregiflima proximo 
prxterita per didatorcs ejufdcm treugx emendabuntur, quod omnes terrx hinc inde 
occupatx per ultitnam guerram mourn, reflituentur his quibus poftea lint oblatx, 
homines etiam illi qui hinc inde rccefl'crint a fidclitaie dominorum fuorum & fe 
tenuerunt cx parte adverfa libere revertantur. Ita quidem quod durantibus treugis 
pr.rdidis in nullo occaftonabuntur ncc aliquid dampni vel mali eis fiet occafione 
pixdida. Adjedum eft etiam in cadem provifione treugarum; quod fi vos Sc diledtus 
Sc fidelis noller Radulphus de Thorny nolucritis fub eifdem treugis comprehendi bene 
placebit eidern Lewelino. Sin autern nihiloniinus, quod ad nos Sc alios fideles noftros 
cas firmitcr obfervabit. Et fub tali conditionc quod fi forte tenere non velletis 
contra vos fc dtfendet. Ita quod contra ipfum Sc defenfionem fuam nullum vobis 
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facicmus nec fa cere poterimus per nos vcl per aliquem de marchia ve! alium interim 
confilium ve) auxilium ad ipfum gravandum, & talitcr funt treug.r prx-dida ex pane 
ipfius Lesvelini jurats Sc afTecuratae Sc in adventu predifti archiepifcopi ad nos fimiliter 
ex parte noilra eas jurari facicmus & aflecurari, 4 c ideo vobis mandamus firmiter 
injungentes, quatinus prsdittis treugis fine ditHcultate aliqua adguiefccntes eas 
teneatis Sc ex parte veilra eas teneri faciatis. Quia modis omnibus volumus quod 
eas teneatis & firmiter obfervetis. Quid autem inde facere propofucritis aperte re- 
fponfem veftrum nobis fub fellinatione fcire faciatis. Telle te ge apud Weltmonaficriuin 
tricefimo die Junii. 

Radolphus Herefordenfis epifcopus, decanus Ilerefordise, Walterus de Clifford 
Sc Walterus de Bello Campo itcrum conflituti funt didlatores cmendarum, faeirn- 
darum 4 : recipiendarum de interceptionibus faftis, ut dicitur Lewclino principi de 
Aberfraw, See. et Morgano de Carleon quoad caflrum Carleon Sc eifdcm diclatorilms 
afibciati funt piior de Wenloc 4 c Joannes extraneus Sc debent convenirc in crafiino cl.iult 
Pafcha: apud vadum de Montgomery ad confcquendum quod priore die ad hoc conflituto 
debuiflet fuifle executum. Telle rege apud Northamton fexto die Martii. 


REX omnibus ad quod prtefentes literte pervenerint. Sciaiis quod conccfiiinii 
bona fide 4 c fine malo ingenio 4 c ratas habemus et gratas treugis captas apud 
Thcoklburiam die Veneris in feito Sanfli Benedict, anno regni nollri viccfimo per 
venerabilem pairem Edmundum Cantuarienfem archiepifeopum inter nos et oimies 
homines et imprilios noftros apertos ex una parte, et Lewelinum principem de 
Aberfraw et dominum de SHaudan et omnes homines et imprilios fuos apertos tain 
Wallenfes quam alios ex alia parte duraturos a fcllo Sanfli Jacobi, anno codcm uf.jue 
in unum annum completum. lta fcilieetquod tam nos et nollri quam prredittus Lewcli- 
nus et fui fimus in eifdcm terris ct tenementis, hominibus et homagiis in quibu; fu'nius 
pnedicto die captionis treugarum iflarum. Salva Morgano de Carleon refiitutione 
fua tam de terris quam de bonis et mobilibus fuis qu:e comes Gilbettus Marefchalius 
occuparcrat, fuper cum infra treugas alias inter uos et ipfum Lewelinum ultimo 
captas. Siquid autem interim fuerit foris faflum per captionem terrarura vel eaftro- 
rum vel bonorum mobilium ct manifdtum de captione terrarum vel catlrorum illoruui 
terrai; et caftra flatim reddantur non cxpeflata aliqua corrcftionc emendatorum 
treug.r, fed de bonis mobilibus ita captis per ipfos corredtorcs fiant emendx, treugis 
nihilominus durantibus in fua firmitatc in forma praididla. Ita quod hinc inde null* 
nainia capiantur pro aliqua interccptione fadta infra treugas illas de bonis mobilibus, 
nec pro aliqua contentione ante captionem hujus treugx orta, fed per ipfos correflorcs 
liant. Nullus etiam receptet in potcflatc fua imprifios alterius inde emendi ficut 
prcedidlum ell durantibus treugis. Nullum etiam caflrum novum firmetur in marchia 
vel dirutum reficiatur durantibus treugis, et terr* fint communes fccundum formam 
treugarum qua: ultimo capta: fuerunt inter nos et ipfum Lewelinum. Juraverunt autem 
in animam noflram ex parte noflra in hanc treugam bona fide, et fine malo ing mio 
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tidtliter obfei vandam ufquc ad prxdi&um terminum diliftiet fidelcs noftri Henricusdc 
Aldithcly. Joannes Lcftrangc ct Hcnricus de Stafford, in cujus, dec. Telle me ipfo 
spud Thcokefburiaii), undecitno die Julii, anno regni noftri vicefimo. 

Sciant ptxfciites ct* futuri, quod ita convenit inter dominum Henricum regem 
Anglix illullrem ex una parte, et David filium Lewelini quondam principis Norwallix 
cl dominuin dc Abeifiraw ex altera, apud Glouceftriam die Martis proximo ante feftuin 
Sanfti Dunllanni, anno regni ipfius regis vicefimo quarto, de homagio ipfius David 
quod ipfc offerrebat eidem domino regi pro jure fuo Norwallix et de terris qua* 
barones ipfius domini regis fcilicet Griffinus filiut Wennuwan et alii barones domiui 
regis petebant verfus ipfum David ut jura fua excepta de monte alto fecundum quod 
continetur in feripto nuper confetto apud crucem Griffini per Senefchallos domini 
regis, qux ad prsfens excipitur ab arbitrio, falvo tamen in pollerum jure fenefchalli 
Ceftrix in terra ilia fi quod habent. Scilicet, quod prxdiftus dominus rex cepit 
homagium prxfati David de prxdiflojure fuo Norwallix, et quod tam idem dominus 
rex pro prxfatis baronibus fuia de confcenfu corundem quam prxfatus David pro fe et 
fuis et haeredibus eorum fuper omnibus terris prxdittis fe fubmiferunt, arbitrio vencra- 
bilium patrum Ottonis San&i Nicolai in carcerc Tulliano diaconi, cardinalis apoftolici 
fedis legati; Wigornix ct Norivcci epifeoporum, et nobilis viri Richardi comitis 
Piflavix ct Cornubix, fratris ipfius domini regis, ct Joannis de Monemue cx parte 
ipfius domini regis, et venerabilis patris epifeopi de Sanilo Afaph Idnevct Vaghan, 
Kynguan Vaghan ex parte prxfati David. Ita quod quomodo libet ab ipfis omnibus 
vel ii majori parte eorundem, fuper prxmiffiis fucrit arbitratum, utraque pars ipfurum 
Ihlvt arbitrio et iliud in perpetuum firmitcr obfervabit; et ad hxc fidcliter fine fraude 
fervanda Gulielmus de Camelupo de ptxcepto regis juravit in animarn ipfius regis et 
idem David in propria perfona fua corporate prxilitit facramentum. lit infuper fe 
fubmiferunt jurifilitlioni ct inordinationi prxfati domini legati quamdiu in Anglia 
h-gationis fungatur ofiicio, ut partem contra prxmifl’a vcnicutcm per cenfuram ecclefi- 
aliicam rnodis omnibus quibus melius videiit expedire, tam ad prxdiftum arbitrium 
(bfervandum quam ad tranfgreflionem contra illud perpetratam emendandam valeat 
c crcere, ordine juris obfervato. Duni tamen idem David vcl fui, fi fbrfitan contra 
prxdula venire prelumpferint priu. coram difto domino legato vel aliquibus aliis ad 
hoc ab ipfo deputandis ct partibus mcrito non fufpeilis in confinio marchix loco cidem 
David ct fuis tuto legitime communicantur, fi ad hoc vocati venirent: vel fi legitime 
vovati non vencrint pro contumocibus habeantur nifi rationabile ct fufficiens habeant 
impedimentum, fmito vero prxdiftx legationis cfficio fub forma preferipta et cohcr- 
cioni ct jurifdictioni domini Cantuarienii archicpifcopi et fuccefforum fu.irurn et ecclefix 
Cantuaricnlis le partes prxdiflx fubmiferunt. Et feiendum quod per hanc pacem 
irmanent domino regi ct hxredibus fuis oinnia homagia baronum Wallix quicu, 
ct remittuiuur omnia incendia, homicidia, et alia mala tam ex parte Anglicoruni quam 
Walleniium perpetrata ; ita quod ad invicem plenc rcconcilientur. Salvo pixf.-.tt 
David jure fuo, fi quod habet in aliis ttrris. Et fi forte aliquis prxdi&orum arbi - 
trorum ante .hoc arbitrium complctum in fata dcceficrit, vcl per impedimentum 
rationabile prxditto arbitrio faciendo uon pollit intereffe; alius loco fuo lubitiuietur qui 
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neutri partium mcrito fufpeftus habeatur: ad hoc prxfati epifcopus de Sanfto Afaph 
Jdnevet et Ignan et Griftinus filius Rotherich prxftiterunt facramentum, quod quantum 
in eis eft, prxdifta fide liter obfervabunt et ab ipfo David et fuis modis omnibus quibus 
poierunt, facient obfervari i ad majorcm autem hujus rei fecuritatem faftum eft hoc 
fcriptum inter ipfos regem et David in modo chirographi. Ita quod parti remancnti 
penes ipfum dominum regem appofttum eft figillum ipfius una cum figillo prxdiftorum 
epifcopi dc Sanfto Afapho Idncvet, Ignan et Griftini, et parti penes ipfum David 
remancnti appofttum eft ftgilum domini pegis : his teftibus venerabilibus patribus Ottone 
Sanfti Nicolai in carcere Tulliano diacono, cardinal! apoftolicx fedis legato; Waltero 
Eboraccnfi archicpifcopo, Waltero Careleolenfi, Waltero Wygorncnfi ct Gulielmo 
Norwicenfi epifeopis; Richardo comite Piftavix ct Cornubix fratre domini regis, 
venerabili patre epifeopo de Sanfto Antando; fenefchallis nollris Joanne extraneo. 
Edenyfet Watham, Griffino fllio Rotherich, David archidiacon de Sanfto Afaph 
et aliis. 


Rex, &c. 

DAVID filio Lcwelini falutem. Eenc recolimtis qualiter nos vobis nuper in 
mandatis dedimus, quod coram nobis apud Wigorniam comparcrctis ad provid-ndum 
arbitros qui loco corum qui primo ad hoc elefti faciint ct qui ad partes rcccflcrunt 
tranlmaiinas, juftitiain fccundum formmn pacis inter et vos provife ftngulis con- 
querentibus exhiberent; ct in arbitrio prxdifto fccundum formarn debitam procedcrent 
et ftmiliter ad juftitiain recipiendum dc portione uxorctn veftram continp,ente de li credi- 
tate fua : et limilitar ad Ilandum refto fuper his de quibus fcncfchallus do monte alto ct 
aliis de vobis funt conqueili. Et quia ad diem ct locum vobis prxfixos n ,n acceflifti', 
fed literas veilras nobis mifi'lis; continentcs quod ties ex vcibis ad nos loco vcilro 
deftinallis, ex quibus t.oituui unus ad nos acccflit qui ad prxmilla adimplenda nullairt 
poteftatem habuit; unde quibufdam ex nollris vifum fucrat quod hoc malitiofu et ut 
fubterfugium quxroctis per vos faftum fuit. Nos tamen hoc non credentes fed liddi- 
tatem veftram adhuc m.igis probarc volentcs, vobis mandamus in fide qua nobis 
tcncmini, prxeipiendo quatinus omni occafionc pollpolita pcrfonulitcr ccmparcatis apud 
Salop, die dominica ante uomir.icam palmarum coram fideiibus nollris qaos iliac dux- 
erimus tranfmittendos ad confenticndum in perlbnas certas, ad proccd'-ndum in arbitrio 
prxdifto loco coruiu qui ad partes tranfraarinas rcccflcrunt et ad facie,-cum in codcm 
arbitrio id quod adhuc reftat faciendum ; et ad recipiendum juititiun de portione 
uxorem veftram de hxivditate fua contingcnte et ail ll.mdum refto fenefchallo Ccllri.i: 
et aliis de vobis conquercntibus. Quod ft perfonalitcr ad hoc .faciendum venire non 
poflitis tales loco vcllro mittatis qui plenum poteftatem hsbeant h;.c omnia nomine 
veftro facicndi. Nos cniin vobis et veifris per eosquos ibidem mittimus aut per nofmet 
ipfos falvum et fecurum pmvideii facienius conduftum. Tefte rege apud Wudcftock 
decitno nono die Februani. 

Akno domini millefimo ducentcfttno quadragrfimo primo, die dominica proxtma 
inventionem fanftx crucis afiignata, David filio Lcwelini quondam principis 
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Norwallix et niarchionibus ad confentiendum in arbitros fuftituendos loco abfcntium et 
ad faciendam et rccipiendam jnftitiam fecundum formam pacis conventx inter dominum 
regem ct diftum David comparuit Thudius fenefchallus ipfius David, cancellarius et 
Phillippns filius lbor dcricus ex parte David procurators; oftendentes literas ipfius 
David, in quibus diftus David promittebat fe ratum habiturum quicquid per ipfos fieret 
fecundum formam pacis fupradiftae. Radulphus vero de mcrtuo mari et Rogerus 
fenefchallus Ceftrix « Griffinus pro fc et aliis marchionibus comparuerunt; petentes 
in dan ter quod fecundum difta tedium produftorum coram domino Stephano de Segravc, 
et conjudicibus fuis vicem domini regjs gerentibus apud Salop eifdem exhiberetur 
Juftitiae complementum. Sed contra procuratores prxfati David affbrebant diftos relies 
non efle receptos fecundum formam pacis. Quare fecundum difta eorum non dicebat 
nec poterat judicari. Tandam continuata die et altercatione mngna fupcr hoc et aliis 
habitata inter partes, forma pacis prxdift'x produfta in medio vifaque et perfedla loco 
abfcntium arbitrorunt fcilicet domini Ottonis Sanfti Nicholai in carcere Tulliano 
diaconi cardinalis, domini Pap® quondam legati in Anglia Wigomenfts et Norwicenlis 
epifcoporum fubrogati funt per dominum regem de confenfu diftorum procuratoruin 
epifcopus Covcntrenfis, Joannes filius Galfridi et Herebertus filius Matthxi, et Wal- 
terus de Clifiord : quibus data eft eadem potcftas quam haberent abfentcs ft prxfente* 
efll-nt fecundum formam pacis prxdiftx ct aifignata eft dies partibus a die Pentecoftes 
proximo in unum menfem apud pontem de Maneford ultra Salop ad probanda hinc inde 
five per prod u £1 os teftes; non obliantc produftione jam fafta per alios et quolibet 
probationis gcncrc five per inftrumcnta, five alio modo qux voluerunt et fibi noverint 
expcdienda ; et ilia die dubitur alia ad judicium audiendum fecundum probata coram 
eifdem arbitris juxta formam pacis fuperius prxlibatx. 


Rex, Srf. 

DAVID filio Lewelini quondam principis Norwallix falutem. Ex certa quorundam 
relatione didicimus quod vos contra juramentum nobis prxftitum quofdam fratres 
Griftini filii Madoc et etiam quofdam homines noftros dc Kcri, qui homagia nobis 
fccerunt vobis confocderatis et ab obfequio et fidelitate noilra fubtraxiftis et fratres 
prxdifti Griffini contra nos in terra veftra receptatis. 'I'res quidcm de fcnefchallis 
veftris in fttccurfum eorum qui cxpugnant dilcftum cr fidclem noftrum Radulphum de 
niortuo mari dellinaftis cxdcs ct incendia per vos et veftros in terra fua et terris alio- 
rum fidclium committendo, terras etiam qux in curia noftra abjudicatx fuerunt Otvcno 
Vaghan ct nepotibus fuis, eis contra juftitiam defoiciatis, non permittentes quod 
cxecutio fiat dc liis qux in curia noftra funt confiderata. Quandam etiam navem 
Ccllrix qux in poteftate veftra applicuit cartata blado et aliis viftualibus areftari feciftii 
per vos ct gentem vtftram, in nullo his quorum bladum et viftualia fuerint indefatis- 
facitn.i-s fuper quibus non modicum admiramurct movemur; et multo fortius quod cum 
nuper miiiir.-mus nuntios veftros folempnes ufque Salop, urpotc venerabilem patrem 
Henricum Coven irenfem ec Lichficldcnfem epifeopum, et d! left os et fidelcs noftros 
Joanncm fiiium Galfridi, ct Henricum dc Aditheleg paratos ad emendas faciendas 
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et recipiendas de interceptionibus fadis, tam ex parte noftra, quam ex parte veilra, 
vos tanquam in contcmptum noilrum prxdidis fidelibus noilris non occurriftis, nec per 
aliquos de veftris in eorum occurfum mittere curaftis, quod quidem xgre nos movet cum 
tot et tantas injurias quas longutn eflet enumerare contra nos et noftros nullo modo 
attemptare debuillis : ct ideo vobis mandamus quod prxdidos fideles noftros tam fratres 
prxdidi Griifini quam homines noftros de Keri quos a fidelitate noftra fubtruxiftis ad 
fidem noilram redirc faciatis. Non impcdientes quin prxdidus Owenus Vaghan et 
nepotes fui fecundum abjudicatum eft in curia noftra terns fuis gaudere poffint ct cas 
pacifice poflidere. Id etiam quod contra diledum et fidelem noilrum Radulphum de 
mortuo mari et alios iideles noftros et etiam quod de navi ilia Ceftrenft attcmptaftis, fic 
emendari faciatis; quod nobis non relinquatur materia injurias prxdidas gravius 
ulcifcendi quod nollemus. Nec omitatis quin citra feftum Sandi Petri ad vincula 
nobis lignificetis qualiter dnmpna et injuri^j prxdidas, qux nullo modo diftimulare 
poterimus nobis cmendare volueritis. Telle rege apud Mcrlebcrgh, quarto decimo die 
Julii. 

Sciant prxfentes et futuri quod ita convenit inter dominum Ilcnricum regem 
Anglix illuftrcin ex una parte ct fcnanam uxorem Griffini filii Lcwclini quondam 
principis Norwallix, quern David frater ejus tenet carceri mancipatum cum Owen filio 
fuo nomine ejufdem GriiHni ex altera; fcilicet quod prxdida Senana manucepit pro 
prxdido Griffino viro fuo quo dabit domino regi fexccntas marcas, ut rex eum ct 
prxdidum Owen filium fuum liberari faciat a carccrc dctineri. Et ut rex pollen 
judicio Curix fux fecundum legem Walenfcm ci et hxrcdibus fuis habere fa'ciat fuper 
portione qux cum eontinget de hxreditate qux fuit prxdidi Lcwclini patiis fui et quam 
prxdidus David ipll Grillino dcforciavit. Ita ft quod idem Giiiiinus vel h.trcdcs fui per 
conftderationem fbrix domini regis reciperent pnrtioncm quam ft? dicunt contingere do 
hxreditate prxdida, cadem Scnana manucepit pro prxdido GrilKno ct h.rredibus fuis 
quod ipfe ct hxredes fui imperpetuum inde reddent domino regi et hxrcdibus fuis 
trccentas marcas annuas. Scilicet tertiam partem in denariis ct teniam partem in 
bobus et vaccis, et tertiam partem in equis per xilimationcm legalium hominum 
liberandas vieecomiti Salop, apud Salop, et per manum ipftus vicecomitis ad fao-arium 
regis deferendas et ibidem liberandas fcilicet unam mcdictatem ad feftum Sandi 
Michaelis et aliam medietatem ad pafeham. Eadcm etiam Senana manucepit pro 
prxdido Griffino viro fuo ct hxrcdibus fuis quod Jirtnam pacern tent-bunt cum pixf.no 
David fuper portione qux eidem David remanebit de hxreditate prxucta; manucepit 
etwm Senana pro prxfato Griffino et hxridibus fuis, quod ft aliquis Wdeniu aliquo 
tempore regi vel hxrcdibus fuis rebellis cxtitcrit, prxfatu-, Griffinus ct hxredcs fui ad 
cuftum fuutn propriuin ipfum compellent ad fatisfaciendum domino regi et hxrcdibus 
fuis. Et de his omnibus fupradidis obfervandis, dida Senana dabit domino regi David 
et Rothery filios liios obftdcs: ha tamen quod ft de prxfato Griffino et Oweno filio 
fuo qui cum co eft in carccre humanitus contingat antequatn irulc deliberentur; alter 
prxdidorum filiorum eidem Senanx reddetur reliquo obfide leinanentc : juravit infuper 
Senana tadis facro-fandis evangeliis pro fe et prxfato Griffino et hxrcdibus fuis qued 
hn»r omnia fir mi ter obfervabunt. Et manucepit quod prxfatus Griffinus idem jur bit 
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cum ;i catccre liberates fuerir, et fuper prxmiflis fe fubmifit nomine didi Griffini 
jurifdidioni Hcrcfordcufis ct Coventrenfis cpifcoporum. Ita quod prxfati epifcopi, vd 
alter eorum quem donrinus rex elegerit ad requifuionem ipfius regis per fententias 
excommunicationis in perfonas et interdifli in terras eorum cohcrceant ad omnia 
prxdifta et fingula obfervanda. Hxc omnia manucepit prxdida Senana et bona fide 
promifit fe faduram et curaturam quod omnia impleantur, et quod prxfatus Griffinu* 
cum liberatus fucrit, et hxredes fui hac omnia grata habebunt et complebunt et in- 
ftrurnentum fuum hide dabunt domino regi in forma prxdida. Ad majorem fiquidem 
liujus rci fecuritatein fadum eft hoc feriptum inter ipfum dominum regem et prxfatam 
Senanam nomine prxfati Griflini viri fui. Ita quod parti remanenti penes ipfum 
dominum regt-m appofitum eft figillum prxfati Griflini per manum prxfatx Senana 
uxoris fux una cum figillo ipfius Senana:; et parti remanenti penes ipfam Sertanam 
nomine pr^futi Griflini appofitum eft figiflum rjifius domini regis: de fupradidis etiam 
omnibus complendis ct firniitcr obfervandis dedit prxdida Senana nomine prxfati 
Griflini domino regi plcgios fubferiptos, viz. Radulphum de Mortuo Mari, Waltcrum 
do Clifford, Rogerum dc Monte alto fcnefcallum Ceftrix, Mailgun, filium Mailgwn, 
Mereduc filium Roberti, GrifHnutn filium Maddoc de Baunfeld, Ilowel et Mereduc 
fratres cjus, Griflinum filium Wennwcn, qui hxc omnia pro prxfata Senana manu- 
ceperunt et cartas fuas ipfi domino regi indc fccerunt. Adum apud Salop die Luna: 
proxima ante aflumptioncm bcatx Marite anno ipfius regis viccfimo quinto. 


OMNIBUS hoc feriptum vifuris Rogerus de Monte Alto fenefchallus Ceftrix 
falutcm. Sciatis quod ego me conllituti plegium Senanx uxoris Griflini filii Lenlini 
quondam principis Norwalli.e, et manu cepi pro ea erga dominun*ineum Henricum 
regem Anglix illuilrem, quod omnia qux conventionavit eidem domino meo nomine 
pr.efati viri fui a catccre in quo David fraterejus eos detinct et pro portionc qux 
iplutn Gritiinum contingit de hxreditate qux fuit prxdidi Leolini patris fuis et 
quam prxfatus David frater ejus ei dcforciat, domino regi firmiter obfervabit. In 
cujus rei teftimonium huic feripto figillum meum appofui. Adum apud Salopclbury die 
l.unx ante affumptionem Beatx Maria-, anno regni ipfius viccfimo quinto. 

Sub cadem forma fecerunt finguli plegii prxfcripti. 

Sc i ant prxfentcs et fujturi quod ego Mereducus filius Ilowel, tadis f.icrofandis 
juravi quod ab ifto die in antca omnibus diebus vitx mex ero ad fidclitatcm domini 
regis Anglia-, ct terviain ei fidcli'cr et devote cum omnibus viribns meis ct toto pofle 
meo quandocunque imligucrit fervitio into, et treugam inter dominum Radulphum de 
Mortuo Mari et me initam ufque ad ft-llum S. Michxlis anno regni regis Hcnrici 
vigefimo quinto ex parte mca fidelitcr obfeivabo: ct tain ad iidelitatem domino regi 
in perpetuum obfervandum quam ad treugas prxdidas obfervandas ufque ad terminum 
pr.cJicbim fuppofui me jurifdidioni domini Uercfordenfis epifcopi, et domini Co- 
ventrenii., ct Lichfii^lenlis epifcopi, vcl al’erius eorum, quem dominus rex ad hoc 
elegerit, ut ii in aliquo contra prxdidam iidelitatem domini regis, vel centra ob- 
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fcrvantiam prxdiftarum trugarum venerit, liceat eis vel eorutn alteri quem dominus 
rex ad hoc elegerit perfonam meant et omnes meos excommunicare et terram meant 
interdicere, donee de tranfgreflione ipfara fatisfecero ad plenum. Et ft forfitan infra 
prxdittum feftum S. Michaeii inter prxdidlum Radulphum de Mortuo Mari et me 
nulia pax fuerit formata, licet poll; folium illud bellum moveant prxdiflo Radulpho, 
non obligabit me prxdidlum juramentum dum tamen erga dominum regem Sdelitatem. 
obfervam continuam, ficut prxdidlum eft. Etft bellum poll prxdidlum ternunum inter 
nos moveatur. nihilominus dominus refuftinebit quod ego et mci receptemur in tcira 
fua ficut alii fideles fui. Ad prxdifla autem obfervanda domino regi et hxredibus 
fuis obligo me per juramentum prxdidlum, et per figilli mei appofitionem quod huic 
feripto appofui, ad majorem confirmationem prxdidlorum. Adlum in craftino aflump- 
tionis Beats Maris, anno regnt regis Henrici vigclimo quinto. 

Sub eifdcm verbis fccerunt domino regi chartas fuas, Owen filius Howcl. 
Mailgon filius Mailgun. Mcreduc filius Mereduc. Ilowel filius Cadwachlan, 
et Cadwachlan filius Howcl. 


OMNIBUS Chriili fidelibus ad quos prsfentes liter* pervenerunt, David, filius 
Leolini, falutem. Sciatis quod concelli domino meo Henrico regi Anglis illuftri filio 
domino Joannis regis : quod deliberabo Grifiinum fratrem meum quem teneo incar- 
cerahim una cum filio fuo primogenito et aliis qui occafione prxdidli Griffini funt in 
parte mea incarcerati, ct ipfos eidem domino meo regi tradam. Et poftea ftabo juri 
curis ipfius domini regis tam fuper eo, utrum idem Griffinus debeat teneri captus 
quam fuper portione terr* qux fuit pra-difli Leolini patris mei, fi qua ipfum 
Grifiinum contingcre debeat, fecundam confuctudinem Wallenfium. Ita quod pax 
fervetur inter me et prxdidlum Giiflinum fratrem meum quod caveatur de ipfa 
tenenda fecundum confideracionem curis ipfius domini regis, ct quod tam ego quam 
prxdidlus Griffinus portiones noftras que nos contingent de prxdiitis terris tenebimus 
in capite de prxdidlo domino rege. Et quod reddam Rogcro de Monte Alto 
fenefchallo Ceftrix terram fuam de Monthaut cum pertinentiis: et fibi et aliis baroni- 
bus et fidelibus domini regis feifinas terrarum fuaruni occupatarum a tempore belli 
orti inter ipfum dominum Johannem regem et prxdidlum Leolinum patrem meum, 
falvo jure proprietatis cujuflibet pafli et inftrumenti fuper quo ftabitur juri hinc inde in 
curia ipfius domini regis: et quod reddam ipfi domino regi omnes expenfas quas ipfe 
et fui fccerunt occafione exercitus iftius. Et quod fatisfaciam dc damnis et injuriis 
illatis fibi et fuis fecundum confiderationem prxdidlx curix vcl malefadlores ipfos, ipfi 
domino regi reddam omnia bomagia qus dominus Johannes rex pater ejus habuit, et 
qus dominus rex de jure habere debet; et fpecialiter omnium nobilium Wallenfium. 
Kt quod idem dominus rex non dimittit aliquem de fuis captivis quin ipfi domino 
regi et fuis remaneant feifinx fux. Et quod terra de Engufmere cum pertinentiis fuis 
in perpetuum remanebit domino regi, vel hxrcdibus fuis, et quod de extero non 
receptabo vilagas vel foris banniatos ipfius domini regis, vcl baronum fuorum dc 
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marchia in terra mea, nec permittam receptari; et de omnibus articulis fupradidis, et 
fingulis firmiter et in perpetuum obfervandis, domino regi et hxredibus fuis, pro me et 
hxredibus meis cavebo per obfides et pignora et aliis modis quibus dominus rex dicere 
voluit vel dictate. Et in his et in omnibus aliis ftabo voluntati, et mandatis ipfius do* 
mini regis et jori parebo omnibus in curia fua. In cujus rei teftimonium, prxfenti fcripto 
ligillum meum appendi. Adlum apud Atricum juxta fluvium Elvey de S. Afapho in fefto 
decollationis S. Johanni Baptiftx, anno prxdi&i domiregis Henrici vigefimo quinto. 

Sciendum quod ills qui capti detinentur cum prsdido GrifKno, eodem modo tra- 
dentur domino rcgi donee per curiam fuam confideratum fuerit, utrum et quomodo 
debcant deliberari. Et ad omnia firmiter tenenda, ego David juravi fuper crucem 
fanftam quam coram me feci deportari. Venerabilis etiam pater Howclus epifeopus 
de S. Afaph ad petitioncm meam firmiter promifit in ordine fuo, quod hxc omnia prx- 
difta faciet, et procurabit modis quibus poterit, obfervari. Ednevet fiquidem Waugam 
per prxeeptum meum, illud idem juravit fuper crucem prxdidam. Adum ut fupt,i. 
Prxterea conccfli pro me et hxredibus meis quod fi ego, vel hxredes mci contra paccm 
domini regis, vel hxredium fuorum, vel contra articulos prxdiflos, aliquid attentaveri- 
mus tota hwreditas noftra domino regi, et hxridibus fuis incurratur. I)e quibus omni¬ 
bus et fingulis fuppofui me, et hxredes mcos, jurifdidioni achiepifcopi Cantuarienfis, et 
cpifcoporum Londinenfis, Hcrcfordenfis, et Coventrenfis, qui pro tempore prxerunt, 
quod omnes, vel unus corum quern dominus rex ad hoc elcgcrit, poflit nos cxcommuni- 
enre, et terram noltram interdicerc, Ji aliquid contra prxiida attentaverimus., Ut 
procuravi quod cpifcopi de Bangor et de S. Afaph chartas fuas domino regi fecerunt 
per quas conceflcrunt, quod omnes fententias turn cxcommunicationis quam intcrdifli 
a prxdidis archiepifcopo, epifeopis, vel aliquo corum, ferendas, ad mandatuin corum 
exequentur. 


Rex omnibus, &c. 

DAVID Alius Lewelini quondam principis Norwallix, Salutem. Noverint uni- 
verfitas veftrx me fpontanea voluntate mea pepegiffe domino meo Henrico Dei gratia 
Anglix, quod ego et hxredcs mei eidein domino regi, et hxredibus fuis omnibus di- 
ebus vitx noilrx conllantcr et fideliter ferviemus, nec aliquo tempore contra cos erimus: 
quod ft forte evenerit, quod a. fidcli fervicio fuo, vel hxreduni fuorum, quod abiit, re- 
cclferimus, tota terra 'noftra erga ipfum dominum regem et hxredes fuos incurratur, 
ct in ufus corum perpetuis cedat temporibus. H.tnc autem padionem et conceffionem 
figilli mei appolitione roboravi, et ad majorem hujus rei dcclarationem venerabiles 
patres Bangorenfcm, et de S. Afaph epifeopi, ad petitioncm meam prxfenti fcripto 
figilia fua appofuerunt. Adura apud Rothetan tricefuno primo die Augufti. 
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ILLUSTRI viro domino Henrico Dei gratia regi Angiorum, &c. abbntcs Haber- 
conwi®, ct de Kemere Cillercienfis ordinis inquifitores dati a domino Papa, falutem in 
domino. Mandatum domini Papx rccipimus in hxc verba, * Innocentius Epifcopus, 
fcrvus fervorum Dei, dilc<Slis filiis abbatibus de Haherconwix, & de Kemere Cifb ici- 
enfts ordinis Bangorum diocefis falutem etapoftolicam bencdiflionem. Ex parte dilefti 
filii noftri nobilis viri David principis Norwallix fuit propofitum cor.im nobis, quod 
cum inter ipfunt, quern parentes ejus in alumnum Roman® ecclefix donaverunt, ec 
Charitlimum in Chriilo filinm noilrum regcm Angiorum iliultrcm beilum longo tempore 
perdiiraflet, tandem pollquam fuit in vcnerabilem fratrem nollrnm epifcopum de S. 
Afaph et cotlegas ipftus de ilando hinc inde eorum arbitrio l'uper omnibus querelis 
juramento a partibus prseftito corieorditer bonis viris mediantibus conpromiflum. Idem 
rex, non attendcns quad pendente illorum arbitrio, fibi fuper hoc aliquid attcntarc 
non licebit in prxdiftum principem ex infpirato hoftilitcr iruit ad prxftandum, quod 
fuper prxdiftis de quibus conpromiflum fuerit et juratum, ac aliis ipftus rcgis, mandare 
per vim computit, & metum qui cadere poterat in conftantem. 

Cum igitur ea qua: vi & mctu fiant, carere debeant robore firmitatis, difcretioni 
veftrx per apoftolica fcripta mandamus, quatenus inquifita fuper hoc diligentius veri- 
tate, ft rem inveneritis ita efl'c, automate noiira prxdi&um principem ab obfcrvatione 
fic extorti juramcnti penitus ab folventes, fententia, ft qua occaiionc ejufmodi in ejus 
perfonam, vcl tcrram ab aliquo forfan tota fuerit, juxta formam ecclefix fine difficultate 
quaiibet, ficutjuflum fuerit relaxetis. Tcftes vero, &c. Datum Janux fcptimo calendas 
Augufti pontificatus noftri anno fecundo. Ilujus igitur autoritate muniti vobis man 
damns quatenus in vigilia S. Agnetis Virginia, apud Keyrus in ecclefia Guftcfend corain 
vobis comparcatis, fuper contcntis in aatentico ditto principi refponfuri, fi vobis videriti - 
expedite. 


JJli funt ARP ICU LI intimati Domino Leolino Principi Wallin, 
et popnlo ejujdem loci , ex parte Arcbiepifcopi fupra dicli. 

PRIMO, Quod propter falutem eorum fpiritualem, et lemporalem .ad partes iftas 
venimus, quas Temper dileximus, ut plures eorum noverunt. 

Sec undo, Qyia venimus contra domini regis voluntatem, cui etiam adventus nofter 
dicitur plurimum difplicerc. 

T ertio. Quia rogamus eos et fupplicamus eis pro fanguine Jefti Chrilli, quatenus 
venire veiint ad uniiatem cum gente Angiorum, et ad pacem domini regis, quam eis 
intendimus, quanto melius poterimus procurare. 

Quarto, VoIubiuj cos feire quod in his partibus domini non poterimus remanere. 
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Quikto, Volumus eos attendere quod poft receiTam noftrum non inveniedt alique m, 
qui ita velit fua ample&i negotia promovenda, qui vellemut, fi placeret. Altiffima 
vita noftra temporal! corporam pacem honeftam et ftabilem perpetuo procaralTe. 

Sexto, Quia fi nofiraa preces fpreverint et labores, ftatlm intendimus eorum perti- 
naciam fcribere fummo pontifici et curias Romanic, propter peccata mortalia, qux multi- 
plicantur occafione difcordix omni die. 

Septimo, Noverint quod nifi citiuj ad pacem venerint aggrarabitur eii bellum, 
quod non poterunt fuftincre, quia crcfcit regia potentia omni die. 

Octavo, Noverint quod regnum Angliz eft fub fpeciali proteflione fedis apoftolicx, 
et quod Romana curia plus inter regna cztera diligere confuevit. 

Nono, Quod eadem curia nullo modo volet permittere ftatum regni Angliz vacillare, 
quod fibi fpecialibus obfequiis eft devotum. 

Decimo, Amariflime plangimus hoc quod dicitur Wallenfes crudeliores exiftere 
Saracenis; quia cum Saraccni capiunt Chriftianos, eos fervant pecunia redimendos, 
quos Wallenfes captos dicuntur illico jugulare quad folo fanguine deleflentur; imma 
quod eft deterius, quos promittunt /edimi, tradunt accepts pecunia jugulandos. 

Undkcimo, Quod cum confueverit deum et perfonas ecclefiafticas revereri, a de- 
votionc hominum videntur multipliciter recefliflc, qui in tempore fan£tiffimo in redemp- 
toris injuriam moverunt fcditionem, homicidia et inccndia pcrpetrantes, in quo eos 
nullus poterit cxcufare. 

Duodecimo, Petimus ut tanquam veri Chriftiani ad cor redeant pcenitentes, quia 
captain difcordiam non pofient continuare ctiam fi juralfent. 

Tirtiodicimo, Petimus ut nobis fignificent quibus modis velint et valeant turba- 
tionem pacis regiz, lzfionem reipublicz, te mala alia emendare. 

Quartodecimo, Ut fignificent nobis qualiter valeat ipfa concordia ftabiliri, fruftra 
cnim pax firmari videbitur qux tarn affidue violatur. 

Quintodecimo, Ut fi dicant leges fuas vel feeders ex paflo inito non fervari, nobis 
fignificent qux funt ilia. 

Sextodecimo, Noverint quod etiam pofito quod eis derogatum fuifiet, quod nefei- 
mus, nullo modo licebit eis quafi effent judicea in caufa fua talitcr majeftatem regiam 
impugnare. 

Sbptimooecimo, Quod nifi modo pax fiat proceditur contra eos forfitan ex decreto 
snilitix, facerdoti; et populi convocati. 


REVEREN- 
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REVERENDISSIMO patri in Chrifto domino J. de gratia Cantuarienfi archi- 
epifcopo totias Anglic primati, fuus humilis et devotus Elias Leolinm princeps Wall!*, 
dominus Snaudon, falutem et filialem dile&ionem cum omnimrda rcverentia, fubje&ione 
et honore, fandtae paternitati veftrc pro labore vobis quafi intolerable quem aflumpfiftii 
ad prcfens pro diledtione quam erga not et noitram nationem geritis, omni qua pofTa- 
mus devotione regratiantes vobis aJTurgimus; ct eo amplius quod contra domini rcgis 
voluntatem veniftis prout nobis intimaftis. Caeterum quod nos rogaftis ut ad pacem 
domini regis veniamus, fcire debet veftra fanttitas quod ad hoc prompti fumus, dummodo 
idem dominus rex pacem' debitam et veram nobis et noitris velit obfervare. Ad hoc 
licet ganderemus de mora veftra facienda in Wallia, tamen per nos non eritis impediti 
quin pax fiat, quantum in nobis ell, quam optamus per veiiram induftriam magis quam 
alicujus alterius roborari. Et fperamus nec per Dei gratiam erit opportunum propter 
noilram pertinaciam aliquid fcribere domino Papas. Nec veilras paternas prcces ac 
graves labores fpcrnemus, fed eas ample&imur omni cordis affcftu ut tenemur. Nec 
erit opns quod dominus rex aggravet contra nos manum, cum prompti fumus fibi obc- 
dire juribus noftris et Jegibus nobis ut pratmittatur refervads. 

Et licet regnum Anglic fit Curie Romans fpecialiter fubjeftum et dilcdlum, tamen 
cum dominus Papa, necnon et Curia Romana audiverint quanta nobis per Anglicos 
mala funt illata, videlicet quod pax prius formata non fuit nobis fervata nec pa&a; 
deinde„devaftationes, combuftiones, et ccclefiatlicarum perfonarum interfedliones, facer- 
dotum videlicet et incluforum, ct aliarum religiofarum perfonarum paliiin inulierum 
ct inlantium fuggentium ubera et in utero portantium, combultiones etiam hnfpitaliulh 
et aliarum domorum religiofarum, homicidiorum in coemiteriis, ecclcfiis, et fuper altaria, 
ct aliorum facrilegiorum et flagiciorum auditu edam horribilium, auditu Pagan or um 
ficut exprelfius in aliis rotulis confcripta vobis tranfmittimus infpicienda. 

Sper amus imprimis, quod vellra pia et fandta paternitas clementernobis compatietur, 
nec non et curia fuper difta, nec per nos regnum Anglic vacillabit, dum, ut promifl'um 
eft, pax debita nobis fiat et fervetur. Qui vero fanguinis effufione deleftantur mani- 
feftum eft faflis. Nam Anglici haflenus null! fexui vcl xrati feu languori pepcrcernnt, 
nulla ecclefis vel loco facro detulerunt, qualia vel confimilia Wallenfes non facerun-t. 
Super eo autem quod unus redemptus fuit interfeAus, multum dolemus, nec occiforem 
manu tenemus, fed in fylvis ud latro vagatur. Dc eo vero quod inceperunt guerram 
aliqui in tempore indebito, illud ignoravimus ufque poll faflum, et tamen ipfi aflerunt 
quod nifi eo tempore hoc feciflent mortes et captiones cis imminebunt, nec audebunt 
in domibus reiidere, nec nifi armati incedere, et lie pre timore tali tempore id fcccrunt. 
De cis verb que fecimus contra dominum, ut veri chriftiani per Dei gratiam pesnite- 
bimus, nec erit ex parte noitra quod bellum continuetur, dum fumus indemnes ut 
debemus. Nu tamen exhseredemur et pallim occidcmur, oportet nos defendere ut va- 
lemus. Cum verb injuria et damna hinc inde confiderentur et pondcrentur parati 
fumus emendare pro viiibus que ex pane noftra funt commifia, dum de prediftis in- 
juriis et damnis nobis faftis et aliis emenda nobis fiat, Et ad pacem firmandam et fla- 
biliendam fimilitcr fumus prompti debttis modis. 


Quanoo 
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Qj/avdo tamen regales chartx et pafla inita nobis non fervatur, ficut nec hocufqje 
-funt obfervata, non poteft pax ftabiliri, nec quando novas exadlioncs et iuaudita: contra 
nos et noftros omni die adveniunt. Vobis autcm trar.fmiuimus in rotulis damna nobi, 
illata et ftcdera non fervata fecundum formam pads pr.us faflam. Qjcd verb gucria. 
vinius quaft neceflitas nos cogebat; nam nos et omnes Wallenfcs eramus adeo opprcfli 
et fuppeditati et fpoliati et in fervitutem rcdadti per regales Jufticianos et Ballivos contra 
formam pacts ct omncm jufticiam aniplius quam li Saraccui eflemus vcl Judxi, licut ca:- 
dimu5 ct fxpe denunciavimus domino regi, nec aliquant emcndam habere potuimus. Scd 
femper mittebantur juiliciarii et ballivi ferociores et crude-bores, et r tando illi erant 
faturati per fuas injultas exadlioncs, alii dc novo mittebantur et pop><: urn excoriandum 
in tantum quod populus mallebat mori quam vivere. Nec oporti •• ntiUtum ampli- 
orem convocarc, vel contra nos moveri facerdotium dttm nobis fiat pax et fervetur 
modis debitis ut fuperius eft expreflum. Nec debitis fa .die pater omnibus verbis cre¬ 
dere noltrorum adverfariorum; ficut enim nos fadtis opprefferunt et opprimunt, ica et 
vobis diftamant, nobis imponentes quae volunt. 

Trsi enim Vobis funt prsefentes et nos abfentes, ipft opprimentes et nos opprcfli. Et 
ideb propter Deum fidem eis in omnibus non cxhibcatis, fed fadla potius exatninetis. 
I'alcat fandlitas veftre ad regimen ecclefix per tempora longa. 

Primus Articulus ell talis, cum in forma pacis fie contineatur ut fequitur. Si vero 
idem Leolinusjus vendicaverit in aliquibus terris quas alii prxter didlum dominum re- 
gem occupaverint extra quatuor cantredos prxdidlos, pleniariam ftbi jullitiam exhibebit 
prxfatus dominus rex fecundum leges ct confuetudines partium illarum in quibus terra: 
ilia: confiflunt: qui articulus non fuit obfervatus fuper terris Arwyftley ct inter Dyvy 
et dudlus Huviorum, pro co quod cum dominus Leolinus didlas terras vcndicalfet coram 
domino rege apud Rutlilan, et rex ftbi conccfliflet caufam examinar* fecundum leges et 
confuetudines Walliw ac advocati pretium fuiffent introdudli coram rege ut judicarent 
de diflis terris fecundum leges Wallicanas; parte rea comparente et refpondente adeo 
quod eo die deberet finaliter terminari ex prxftxione domini regis qui apud Gloverniam 
exiflens diem prxdittum partibus aflignavit, licet fiepiua in diverlis locis coram jullici- 
ariis fuiflet ditta caufa examinata, ct terra: ipfx eflent in pura Wallia. Nec unquam 
judicata fuit fuper eis nift fecundum leges Wallicanas; nec dominus rex polfet vel 
deberet prorogate nifi fecundum leges Wallis: diem tamen ipfum motu proprio pro- 
rogavit et contra leges ante didlas, et ad ultimo fuit vocatus ad loca varia ad qua; non 
debuit enocari, nec juftitiani obtinerc potuit, nili fecundum leges Angliae contra illud 
quod in didlo articulo continetur. Et idem fadlum fuit coram jufliciariis apud Mont¬ 
gomery, cum partes eflent in judicio conltitutx ct firmatx, et dies datus ad fenten- 
tiarn audiendam, diem prorogaverunt leges memoratas. Demum apud Londinum poll 
multos labores et expenfas varias rex ipfe jullitiam ftbi denegavit, nift vcllet fecundum 
leges Anglix fubirejudicium in caufa memorata. 


Sicundus articulus non fcrvatuseil talis. Et omnes tranfgrcfliones injuria: et excelfus 
hinc inde fails pee nit us remittuntur ufque in diem hodiernum. llle articulus non 
4 fuit 
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fijit obfemtus quia dominus Reginalds de Grey ftatim cum fuit fattus julticiarluf, 
movet yarns quxltiones et innumerabiles contra homines de Tegengl, et nos fuper 
tranfgreflis quae fatta: fuerunt in tempore domini Henrict regis, et ditti domini Leolini 
dum dominum in partibus illis obtinebat unde ditti homines multum timentes non aude* 
bant in domibus fuis permanere. 


Tertius articulus, Ubi dittus Rys Vachan films Nefi fiiii Maelgon cum terra quarn 
nunc tenet et cum poft pacem initam fuit fpoliatusde terra de Geneverglyn, quam tunc 
tenebat cum hominibus et Averiis eorundcm. 


Quartus articulus. Item concedit dominus rex quod omnes terras tenentcs in qua- 
*tuor Cantredis, et in aliis terris quas dominus res retinet in manu fua, teneant cas adeo 
libere et pleniarie ficut ante gucrram tenere confucverint, et cifJem libertatibus et con- 
fuctudinibus gaudeant quibus prius gauderc folebant, et cum contra ilium articulum 
didlus Reginaldus confuetudines varias dc novo introduxit, et hoc contra pacts formatn 
fupradittam. 


Item quintus articulus, Controvert* et contentiones morx vel movcndx inter 
principem ct quofcunque terminabantur et decidentur fecundum leges Marchi.c de his 
qua; emergunt in Marchia, et fecundum leges Wallix de rebus contentions qua; in 
Wallia orientur. Contra ilium articulum venit dominus rex mittendo julliciarios ufque 
ad Montgomery, qui ibidem judicare prxfumpferunt homines ditti Leolini, vinJittum 
ponendo fuper illos contra leges Wallise, cum hoc vel aliud fimilc nur.quam factum 
fuilfet ibidem temporibus retroattis, quofdam incarccrando, alios in exilium mittendo, 
cum ipfc idem princcps paratus eflet de eifdem hominibus fuis exhibere jullitix com- 
plemenutm omnibus quxrclantibus de eifdem. 


Item fextus articulus. Item cum lit contentum in difla pads forma, quod Griilinus 
\achan homagium faceret domino regi, de terra, de Yal, et principi de terra dc 
Fdcyrnahu julliciarii domini introduxerunt, in totain terrain prxdittam de F.dcyrnahu 
cujus cognitio caufx ad principem pertinebat fimpliciter, ct non ad illos Julliciarios j 
et tamcn pro bono pads princeps hoc tolerabat cum ipfe princeps paratus« llct cidetn 
doininx fuper hoc juilitiam exhibere. 

Septimus articulus, ubi dicitur et licet idem princeps fe noltrx ut dittum ell fuppo- 

fuerit vcluntati, nos tamen conccdimus et volumus quod voluntas nollra.ultra 

dittos articulos fe in aliquo non extendant. Contra ilium articulum cxigebatur aurum 

ad opus reginx in qualibet folutione fatta regi cum.Aurum nunquam fuit cx- 

attum Wallcnfibus, ncc in tempore domini Henrici, vel a icujus aherius regis Anglia:: 
quod aurum exfolvit pro bono pacis, cum tamcn nihil de hoc tattum fuit in forma pads 
vel cxcogitatum : ct nunc infuper exigitur a principc aurum ad opus regime lenioris 
matris videlicet domini Kdvardi nunc regis Anglix, pro pace fatta in tempore domini 
Hcnrici nunc regis Anglia:, cum nihil de hoc tunc fuerat dittum vel quoquemodo c.\- 
cogitatum, videlicet duo raillia Marcarum et dilnidium, ct nifi dittx Martx fohesentur, 

mil. abator 
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minabatur dida regina quod bona ejufdem Leolini occuparet qnas invenire poterat in 
domino regis, et homines fuos capere vel venundare quofque didam fummam haberet 
ad plenum. Item cum invitaflet dominus rex didum principem ad fed urn Wiggomien- 
fem verbis blandiflimis promittendo ei quod daret tunc confanguineam fuam fibi in 
uxorem, et multis ditaret honoribus; nihilominus cum illuc veniflet in die defponfa- 
tionis, ante miflam petiit dominus rex unam literam confignari a princepe continentem 
inter extera, quod idem princeps nullum omnino honorem in terra fua teneret contra 
regis voluntatein, vel manu teneret ex quo poffit contingere quod omnes iideles principis 
ab eo commoverentur. Quam quidem literam fibi figillatam tradidit, computans per 
metum qui cadere pofl'et in conllantem virum, cum tamen ip forma pacis, ut prxmiffum 
eilj contincatur quod nihil ab eo deberet exigi, ultra quod in dida forma continetur. 

Item, cum fecundum eandem pacis formam confuetudines eidem principi confirmen- 
tur quibus ufus fuerat ab antiquo; ac idem princeps et anteceflores fui, ex confuetudine 
diutina et obtenta bona de naufragis in terris fuis provenientia confuevcrant recipcre, 
et in fuos ufus convertere ad libitum: Juiliciarius Ceftrenfis namium rccepit fuper 
principem pro bonis qux reccpit de naufragiis ante guerram contra didam pacis formam 
per quam hinc inde erant remifla, et contra confuetudines ante didas. Dato etiam 
quod hoc efiet foris fadum namium recepit tale, videlicet quindecem libratas mellis et 
plurcs equos ac homines fuos incarceravit, et hoc ex propriis bonis principis ante didi. 
Preterca, accipit fcaphas de Bantveys qua: vencrant apud Liverpol cum mercandiis per 
mercatores, et eas numquam deliberavit donee pecuniam pro eis accepit quantum volebat. 

Item, cum quidam homines de Geneurglyn quxdam bona abllulilfent ab aliis vicinis 
fuis de Geneurglyn, dum client in domino principis de Merpyrcton homines reges de 
Llanbadarn pra-dam fecerunt, et acccperunt de terra principis de Merpyreton, et cum 
homines fui veniflent illuc ad quxrendum quare didam prxdam rcceperant, unum de 
eis interfccerunt, et alios vulneraverunt, Sc quofdam incarceraverunt. Et cum in dida 
pacis forma contincatur quod in marchia deberent cmendari qu* in Marchia com- 
mittebantur, tamen didi homines regis homines principis audire noluerunt alibi quam 
in caltro de Llanbadarn, Sc hoc contra pacis formam antedidam, fuper quo hadenus 
nullam juliitiam habere potucrunt. In iftis articulis injuriatus dominus rex principi St 
fuis, & etiam in multis aliis: et licet princeps tam per fe quam per fuos petiviffet fxpius 
a domino regc quod pacis formam fupradidam erga fe Sc fuos faccret obfervari, in 
nulio tamen extitit obfervata fed otnni die de novo julliciarii Sc baliivi domini regis in 
partibus illis injurias injuriis, & varia gravimina cumulaverunt: propter quod mirum 
non debet videri alicui ft princeps prxfatus aflenfum prxftitit illis qui guerrare cceperunt, 
cum in his fides quam in animam domini regis ftbi dominus Robertus Tibetot juraverat 
in nulio fervabatur, Sc maxima Sc principaliter cum princeps fuiflet prxmunitus a per- 
fonia fide dignis quod princeps foret a rege capiendus in luo primo acceflu apud Ruth. 
l.tn, & etiam fuiflet captus ft rex illuc acceffiflut port Natale ficut propofuerat. 

Nec gravamina Sc alia quafi innumerabilia, fande pater, confiderantes, nobis afiedu 
paterno compaciamini, et pro falute animx domini regis, et noflrx, et etiam multorum 
aliorum, ad paccm bonam utriufque populi laboretis fruduole. 

Cum 
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Cum dominus David primo veniflet ad dominum Edwardum tunc comitem Ceftriae, 
ac homagium fibi feciflet, idem dominus Edwardus eidem Davidi duas cantredai, vi- 
delicet de dyffryn-Clwyd et Cywonant cum omnibus fuis pertinentiis dedit plenarie, 
ct literas fuas patentes fuper hoc fieri fecit, tandem etiam donationem eidem invocavit, 
poflquam creatus eft in regem, et etiam ilium Davidem in pofleffionem illarum 
cantredarum induxit corporalem. 

Demvm domina Gwenlhian de Lacy mortua, tres villas quas in dittis cantredis 
tenuit quoad vitam quae ad ipfum Davidem fpettabant ratione donationis fupradittie 
dominus rex libi abftulit minus juile contra tenorem chartas fuse. 

Item, Cum dittus David ex donatione domini regis prxditti villas de Hope et 
Ellon obtineret in Wallia, de quibus nulli refpondcre tenebatur nifi fecundum leges 
Wallicanas; tandem jufticiarius Ceftrienfis fecit ipfum ad inliantiam cujufdam Anglici 
Willh. de Vanabel nomine ad comitatum Ccilrienfem fuper diflis vilulis ad judicium 
evocari. Et licet didlus dominus David petivifl'et multotics quod injuriofe contra 
eundem non procederetur in diflo comitatu, pro eo quod ibidem refpondere nulla* 
ten us tenebatur fuper villis prasdittis qua: fit* erant in Wallia, fed potius traflaretur, 
hoc ftbi plene denegavit. 

Item, Idem jufticiarius Ceftrienfis in gravamen difli domini Davidis nemus fuum 
de Lleweni et Sylvas fuas de Hope fecit fuccidi tarn per villanos de Ruthlan, quam 
per alios, cum idem jufticiarius in terris prxditti domini Davidis nullam omnino habcrct 
juiifdiftionem, et non contenti quod meremium ibidem quxrerent ad xdificiit exigenda 
tarn apud Rodelanum quam alibi in patria, fed nemus deftruendo meremium ibidem 
feflum ad vendendum in Hiberniam tranftulerunt. 

Item, Cum idem dominus David quofdam Fortanicos de terra domini regis qui in 
nemoribus latitabant cepiflet, ac fufpendio tradidifl'et, idem tamen jufticiarius ipfum 
Davidem penes regem accufabac, ac fi ipfe dittos malefattorcs dcfcndcret, ct manu- 
tencrct, quod verifimile non crat cum ipfe David dittos latrones fufpendi faceret et 
occidi. 

Item, Cum eflet cautum in forma pads quod Wallcnfcs deberent in caufis fuis 
trattari fecundum leges Wallicanas, iftud tamen circa dittum Davidem e: fuos homines 
in nullo extitit obfervatum. 

De premifTts veto gravaminibus et aliis petiit idem David aliquam emendationcm vel 
fecundum leges Walliae, vel confuetudines, vel etiam ex gratia fpcciali; et hoc etiam 
petiit a domino rege, quorum neutrum potuit aliquatenus obtinere: et cum hoc prse- 
munitus fuit a quibufdam a curia domini regis, quod in primo regreffu domini Regi- 
naldi de Gray de curia idem David etfet capiendus ut filii fui capiendi pro ob 
redibus eflet, infuper fpoliandus caftro fuo de Hope, ct etiam fylva fua ibidem fuc- 
< idenda. Ideo cum idem David multum laboraflct pro domino rege prxditto in diverfit 
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guerris tarn in Anglia quam in Wallia, ct expofuilFet fc et fuos variis periculii et in- 
juriis, ac araififl’et nobiliorcs de fuis et fortiores, ac multos nimis, nihilominus de didis 
graviminibus et aliis nullani omnino juftitiam, emcndationcm, feu gratiam potuit 
obtincre. Propter qu« gravamina et pericula, timens mortem propriant aut filiorum 
fuorum, vel incarcerationem perpetuara vel faltem diutiaam, quad coadus et invitus 
incepit prout potuit fe et fuos dcfenfare. 


llac ejl forma quam dominus rex Anghte promif.t hominibus de Ros, antequam ipji 
fecerunt fibi bomagium , (J illam forrnam eh promift inviolabiliter obfervarc, 
videlicet. 

Quod ipfe dominus rex concederet unicuique corum jus fuum, et jurifdidioncm 
fuam, ct etiam dominium, boh* memorise domini Henrici quondam regis Anglia:, 
fecund urn quod prxdidi homines dc Ros referent ipfos haberent temporibus prtedidbi 
Henrici. 

Item, Promifit prtedidus dominus rpx fupradidis hominibus quod non darentur 
nec ad firmarn por.ercntur; quibus ariiculis conccflis prxfatis hominibus homagiunt 
fecerunt domino regi, et ipfe eis promifit ore proprio didos articulos obfervarc. Hoc 
non oblbinte quidam cementnrii rcdcuntes ad villam de Ruthlan, de loco ubi i.nfi opera- 
b tntur, obviaverunt cuidam nobili tranfeunti cum uxore fua per viam regiam I'upcr 
pace domini regis, qui cemcntarii per vim propofuerunt auferre a prxJido nobili fuam 
uxorem, et quia ipfe nobilis defendit fuam uxorem ne ab ipfo auferetur, pr.cdidi 
cemcntarii prxdidum nobilem interfeeerunt. JIlc nutem cui plus oppooebutur didum 
homicidium perpetnafl'e, cum qnibufdam foci is fuis capti fuerur.t: cl cum parcntcla 
pucdidi interfedi petierit jultitiam a domino juiticiario Ceitricnfi dc mortc conf.mgjjinii 
eorum, illi de parcntcla ipfius interfedi fuerunt incarccrati, ct intcrfcdlores fucrunt a 
earcere liberati. 

Item,- Quidam homo interfecit quendam nobilem qui videlicet filium Goronu de 
Heyl)n nutriverat, ct inteifcclor captus fuit: ct cum quidam dc parcntcla prasdidi 
interfedi peterent juftitiam dc corum confauguinco a domino julliciario Ceitrienli, qui- 
Jam eorum capti fuerunt, et interfedor fuit in caftcllo domini regis liberatus, ct 
adhuc ell ibi, denegata juftitia pixdic’K parcntclx. 

Item, Quidam nobiles vindicavcrunt jus in qnibufdam terris, et de inobilibus fuis 
rbtulcrunt domino regi magnam fuinmam pccunix pro jullitia habenda per rationem et 
veredidura preborum ct lcgalium hominum dc patria; qux quidem terras adjudicatte 
fuerunt, prxdiuis vcndicantibus totam terram prxdidam cum omnibus xdificiis biadis, 
et aliis bonis in ipfis contentis. Dominus Rcginaldus dc Grey; et lie amifurunt 
{■rimo pccuniam quam pro terra pacavcrunt, et poftea terram. 


Item, 
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Item, Jurifdidionis noftrz eft quod nullus extraneus extirparet fylvas noftras, nifi 
prius habita licentia noltra; hoc non obllantc, proclamatum fuit apud Rodolanura 
quod liccree unicuique Anglicano cxtirpare fylvas noftras line noOra licentia ad libitum 
eorum voluntatis, et quod nobis fuit prohibitum diftas fylvas noftras extirpare. 

Item, Terras quas probi homines a domino Davide filio Lcolini bon* memorise 
habuerunt per doiiationera prxdieii Davidis abftulit pr.xdidlus julliciariu* a prxdittis 
probis hominibus. 

Item, Quando aliquis ad villam dc Ruthlan veniret cum mercandiis fuis,‘ fi refutaret 
iliud quod Anglicus eidem, offerret pro fuis mercandiis, llatim duceretur illc Wallenlis 
ad caftrum, et emptor ibidem haberct rem quam larginaverat, et dominus rex haberet 
pretium did® rci, tunc callcllam didtuni Wallenfem fpoliatum ct atrociter verberatum 
deliberabant, pacatis prius portario caftri quatuor denariis. Si vero aliquis Wallenfis 
emtret aliquain rem in villa de Ruthlan, Anglicus qualilcunque fuperveniret, et rem 
venditam didlo Wallcnfi auferet ab ipfo pro minoii pretio quam dittus Wallenfis fol- 
verat pro eadem. 

Item, Contra promiflionem domini regis przdi£lis hominibus de Ros, ipfe dedit 
territoriam vill* dc Maenam ill Penmayn et Lhystacn. 

Item, Taurus cujufdam probi hominis deprehenfus fuit in patris domini regis apud 
Ros, et captus, et dominus ejus vocatis fuit ad placitum ufque Kodolanum, ct fuit con* 
demnatus in quinque libris occafionc difti tauri; bis adivit Londinium pro jutlitia 
petenda, et nullam fuit, aifecutus, et in illis duabus vicibus expendidit przdiitus homo 
tres libras. 

Item, Quidam nobiles de cantreda de Ros emerunt officia.pro certa fumma pecuniar; 
pacata pecunia, meritis fuis non cxigentibus, dominus jufticiarius Ccrtrenfis abftulit 
ab eis eorum oificia. 

Item, Quidam rufticus floronow ab Heylyn condemnatus fuit in 17 1 . bon* et lc£alis 
monct* juris, ordine non fervato. 

Item, Goronow filius Heylyn accipit ad firmam territorium dc Pcnmaen et Lhyf- 
facn a magiftro Godfrido M. pro certa pecuniar fumma, ufque ad fincm quatuor an* 
uorum, quo faAo dominus Robertus de C. cum equis ct armis, et cum viginti quatuor 
equitibus venit ad inequitandum prxdi&um Goronow, occafione diet* terra:, ita quod 
lie non fuit fecurus tranfitus nec ufque Rodolanum, ncc ufque ad julliciarios nifi cum 
forti Warniitura de fua parentela et etiam de fuis amicis. 

Item, In reformationem pacis uhro fatftx et firmats inter dominum regem, et fuo. 
ex una parte, ct dominum principem et fuos ex altera expreffe continebatur! quod 
omnes injurix et tranfgrefiiones fadtx ex utraque parte penitus remittcrentur; hoc *.on 
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o'oftante oppofitum fuit contra quofdam nobiles quoddam fore fadum tempore gucrr*, 
et itatim capti fucrunt, nec patuerunt a carcere lihcrari antequam ipfi pacarent fcdecem 
marcas. 

Item, Cum caufle debent tradari et terminari fccundum legem et confuetudinem 
terr* noftrx compeliuntur homines cantredae noftrse ad jurandum in cauiis prxdidis 
contra fuam confcientiam, nec alitcr jurare patiuntur. 

Hr.* nos conftavimus trccentas marcas eundo ad dominum regem pro juftitia petenda 
in pr.edidis articulis, ibidem raorando, et ad propria redeundo; et cum nos credebamus 
habere plenam juftitiam de fingulis articulis prasdidis, dominus rex tranfmiiit ad partes 
noftras dominum Reginaldum dc Grey, cui did us dominus rex totam terram ad (irmam 
conccflit. ad tradandos homines praedidse cantredae prout fux placeret voluntati: qui 
compulfit nos jurare per manum fuam cum deberemus jurare per manum domini regis, 
ct ubi crux domini regis levari deberct, quod crux prsdidi Reginald! levarctur, in 
lignum, quod ipfe erat verus dominus. Didus vero Reginaldus in fuo adventu ad 
partes Wallix vendidit quibufdam fervi^ntibus domini regis oilicia fua, qua; pnedidi 
fervientes prius emerant a dom. rege pro 23 Marcis, et ilia oflicia non deberent vendi 
nift cum dominium dominormn mqtarctur,. 

Item, Dominus rex dedi't Maredudo ftlio Madoc magiftcrium fatcllitum pro fuo 
fc/vitio, dominus Rejir.aldus de Grey abllulit ab eo fumn officium, nec a domino rege- 
aftuqui potuit aliquam juftitiam.. 

Item, Unus dc confilio pnedidi Reginaldi nobis dixit ore tenus, foilicec Cynwricus 
Fichan, quod in adventu prxdidi Reginald ad partes Wallite, viginti quatuor homines 
de probioribus hominibus cujuflibet cantred;e caperet ad incarcerundes ipfos perpetuo 
vcl dccapitundos ; propter ilia gravimina, et alia qux didus Reginaldus nobis fecit, 
ct etiain propter minas quas ipfc- nobis intulit, videlicet quod ft mitterenius aliquos- 
uurcios ad curiam doinini regis pro juftitia petenda dccapitarcntur. Multa alia damna- 
nobis allat.i, ct injuria: fadte; ct quando mittebamus ad curiam domini regis, nuntii non 
permittebantur. nec auli fucrunt intrare, led- expendebant multa inutiliter; ob ilia 
gravamina atilimabamus nos effe liberos a juramento fado domino regis coram deo. 

• 

Item, Bledyn Seis et Anjanus filius Genaf de Ros quoddam malefadum fecerunt 
tetnporibus David filii Levvelini, St Ilenriei regis, de homitidiis fadis tunc fatisfac- 
iiynem ct emendam fatisfaccrc monitraverunt 5 et modo de novo Reginaldus de Grey 
vfilet et cogetet ilium emendam renovare, donee oportuit ipfos terram. proprias 
ulmquere. 

Item, Ccnfus ct obventiones quos folvimus de veteri monetn per medietatem unius 
anjn ante adventum novtc monet*, cogerunt nos reddcrc eis novas monotas pro veteri 
et hoc fub codam numcro. 
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JJla funt gravamina per iominum regem id fues jujliciarits iliata Rhefo parvo de 

YJirad Tywy. 

Primum eft, Poftquam di&us Rhys dedit et conceflit domino rcgi caftrum ftium 
apud Dynefowr poll ultimam pads formam : qui dittus Rhefus tunc tcmporis erat in 
tcntilio domini Payn de Gadfry,. eodem tempore interfWli fuerunt fex nobiles viri 
domini Rhys, de quibus fatisfaClionem nec jullitiara unquam habuit quod fuit cis 
damnum et gravamen. 

Item, Johannes Giffard calumniavit cum Rhefum fuper hsreditatem propriamapud 
Hirwryn, quicquid Rhefus inquifivit a domino rege legem patrix fus, aut legem 
comitatus Caermardden, in quo comitatu antcccflbres didli Rhys folcbant habere leges, 
quando ficrent in unitatem Anglicorum, et fub eorum dominis; quod idem Rhys 
nullas leges habuit, et fuam terrain prxdiftam totalitcr amifit j vellent ipfuin in- 
ftringere in comitatu Hcrefordienft, ubi numquam anteceftorcs cjus refponJcrunt. 

Pr.>eterea in terris prxfati Rheli talia gravamina fuerunt 1 per Anglicos fafta, 
maxime pertinent ad ecclefiallicos, videlicet in ecclelia Saudi Davidis qua; vocatur 
Idangadawc fecerunt ftabula, et meretriccs collocaverunt, ct omnia bona qua: in ea 
continebantur omnino afportaverunt atque totos domos combuflerunt; et in eadem 
ccclefia juxta aram pcrcuflcrunc capellanum cum gladio ad caput cju» et cum rcli. 
querunt femivivam. 

Item, In eadem patria ecclcfiam Dyngad ct ccclefiam Llantredaf Ipoliavcrunt cc 
combufi'erunt; rxterafquc ecclefias ex partibus illis omnino fpoliaverunt calcibus, et 
librh, ac omnibus aliis ornamentis et rebus. 


Gravamina Lavelihifilii Rhys, id HoivcU fratris tjus per dominum regem Hiata 

funt hetc. 

Postquam in formam pacis inter dominum Henricum tunc tcmporis regem 
Angliae et dominum principem apud Rhydchwnna, tunc prxfatus rex conre/fit, et per 
eaitas fuas confiimavit prxfato principi homagium prxdidorum nobiliunt exit. I’rxdidli Si lung 
nobiles fuerunt fide'es et conftantes cum prxfato principc, juxta eorum donationem ct 
cartarum fuarum, confirmationem : Edward us nunc rex Anglix prxdidos nobiles de~ 
haweditavit, denegando eifucm omnes leges et confuetudines Wallis j ita quod non 
habucrunt terras fuas nec per legem, nec pergratiam, J 
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IJia funt gravimina t damna, feu mohjiia per Angiicos illates flits Marcdudiy filil 

Oxueni. 

Primum eft quamquam dominus rex conceffit pratdiftis nobilibus fuas proprias 
hxreditates poft pads formam, videlicet Geneur’glyn et Creudhyn; praefatus vero rex, 
contra fuam donationem et pads formam, terris fupradi&is antedidos nobiles dehxre- 
ditavit, denegando eidem omnes leges et confuetudincs Wallix, ct Anglix, atquo 
comitatus Cacrmardhyn. 

Secundum eft, Quod prxfatus rex in fuo comitatu dc Cardigan, per fuos jufti- 
darios antedidos nobiles compellit, ut ipft tradcrent judicium fuper ignobiles ac 
fubditos patrix, et quod tales homines e comiftb judicium fuper ipfos opponerent, ubi 
numquam anteceilores eorum ab Anglicis talia futlinuerunt. 

Tirtium eft. Quod jufticiarii domini regis curiam eorum nobilium abilulerunt, 
compellendo homines fuos proprios coram cis fatisfaccre quia de jure coram prxdi&is 
nobilibus deberent fatisfacerc. 

Quartum eft, Quod quoddam naufragium in terris anted idorum nobilium fuit, qui 
quidem nobiles bona naufragii receperunt, ficut anteccflbres eorum feccrunt, et hoc 
non fuit cis prohibitum per aliquos ex parte regis : antedidus vero rex contra eorum 
confuetudinem et legem, occafione illius Naufragii cofdem damnavit in o&oginta 
Marcis ftcrlingorum ; atque bona quae in Naufragio continebantur omnino afporta 
verunt. 

Quintum eft, Quod nullus noftrum in comitatu Uffegd de Cardigan aufus eflet 
venire inter Angiicos propter timorem carccris et nifi fuiil'et propter periculum No¬ 
bilibus Metrop. nihil contra honoram domini regis moverent. 

Significant vero quod omnes Chriftiani habent leges et ednfuetudines in corum 
propi iis terris; J udxi vero inter Angiicos habent leges, ipfi vero in terris fuis, et 
eorum antcccfl'orcs habucrunt leges immutabiles et confuetudines, donee Anglia poft 
ultimam guerram ab eis leges fuas abftulerunt. 


Memorandum de quterclis omnium nobilium virorum de ijfiradatuy eifdem latis ac failis 
per Regerum de Clyflord, (A Rogerum Crofcil vicem domini Rogeri de Ciyffbrd 
gcrentem centra privileg him, jufitiam, et confuetudinem precdiZlorum virorum de 
H'Jiratuy, ut dieunt et probant. • 

Primus articylus eft quod cum didti Rogeri cogerunt didos homines de Yftradatuy 
redderc iibi pro confuetudinibus fuis viginti Marcas ftcrlingorum, et poft folutionem 

did* 
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did* pecuniie cito fregerunt in hunc mod urn, quod pofuerunt fuper 17 viros judx. 
cantes fecundum jus Angliae; quod nunquam fuit coafuetudo nec privilegium didse 
patria:. 

Item. Madecus filius Bledyn condemnatus fuit in quatuor Marcio injuftc. 

Item. Lewelinus Rufus condemnatus fuit in quinque Marcis et 17 averiis contra 
privilegium et confuctudinem patria:. 

Item. Quod ipii Rogeri fecerunt forcdani fuper terram propriem viroruni patria:: 
et propter pedem unius cervi invcntum id ore canis alicujus, trts homines fucrunt 
ipoliati omnino. 

Item. Michael ab Yguftyl condemnatus fuit in decern folidi; pro fado patris fui, 
quadraginta annis elapfis. 

Item. Cogcrunt parentcs Ennii a Strabonis ad reddendum fuum relevagum in 
vita fua. 

Item. Quod ipii pofuerunt fuper r.os omnes fatcllitos de Anglicis, quod nunquam 
fuit noilra dimidietas. 

Item. Dati fuimus domir.o Mauritio de Crumy, ct vinditi ftumus domino Rogero> 
de Clyfl'ord, quod nunquam fuit fuper parentcs noilros. 

Item. Roberti de Monte alto petiit, a domino rege tertiam partem terra: de Monte 
alto in Ward, et dijudicata fuit coram domino rege quod numquam didta terra fuit 
i't Ward.data. 


Hi futtt articuli qu.rjlionum illati ab bcminibtu de Penlbyn , injujle per conjlabularium ■ 

Aibi Monajierii fsf fuos cives. 

Primo. Cynivric filius Madoci fuit lpoliatus ab eis tempore pacis cdo libris, ct 
quatuor bobus, et blado laboris nnius aratri, per duos annos et valore rrium librarum 
a tribus hominibus ejufdem ; affirmat eiiarn quod folvet 16 libras per odo in valore, et 
tnajorem habuit injuriam imponendo inanus in ipfum quam.totum quod amifit, quia 
tunc erSt conllabalarius domini principis apud Pcnllyn: non fuit alia caufa dida: 
fpoliationis nifi quia duebatur invenire 24 gaibas de decimis in domo cujufdam hominis 
tiifti Cynwrici. 

Item. Adam Preco condemnatus fuit in feptem folidis Se odo denariis, et equa 
valeris unius librae, imponendo inanus in ipfum et liberando latronem didtse cqux, quia 
ipfe venerat ibidem cum dido latrone capto." 
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Item. Endevot ab GrufFydh condemnatus fuit in 27s. nec fuit eaufa niii quia 
vendidit equam unam ad unum miliare citra villain, ficut folebant a tempore quo non 
extat memoria, quando veniebant ad nundinas. 

Item. Adaf Ddu condemnatus fuit in 30s. eo quod duo boves quos propofuerat 
vendere in foro Albi Monailerii exibant villam ipfo conveniente, et captus fuitet detentua 
ufque ad folutionem 30s. nec ipli boves exierant niii da Plateo qua ftabant ufque ad 
aliam Plateam. 

Item. Biryt r.lius Gwyn, condemnatus fuit in quinque folidis, et in carcerem dudus J 
eoquod percuilit unum bovem indomitum ipfum calcantem in foro. 

Item. Yorwerch ab Gorgonon condemnatus fuit 7 s. eo quod evaferat quondam de 
carcere eorum tempore guerre, et in tempore pads inventus fuit in dida villa, et hoc 
contra formam pads initsc inter dominum regem, et dominant principcm. 

Item. Duo famuli Kenwric ap Gruffydh condemnati fuerunt in duabus March, eo 
quod dicebant ipios non folvifle toletum poilquam folverant. 

Item. Caducanus Niger Famulus conftabularii de Penlyhyn captus fuit et con¬ 
demnatus in 6s. et 4d. eo quod nolebat redpere veterem monctam pro nova. 

A feivint. Item. Gruflfydh ap Goronow tercinariui domini Principis fpoliatus fuit uno bove 
valoris 11$. et 8d. et podquam arraveret conilabularius cum dido bovc per feptem 
meniea, l'olvit didus Gruffynus pro dido bovc, 40 d. 

1 

It em. Howel ap David fpoliatus fuit per fatcllites albi Monailerii duobus folidis 
extra villam, eo quod denegaverat piius munera ut folent fatellitcs petcre. 

Item. David ap Gronow ab Eynion fpoliatus fuit 30s. eo quod quidam cives albi 
monailerii dixit, quod quidam de Penlhyn, qui mortuus fuerat, denegabatur ei in 
quibufdam rebus. " 

Item; Duo famuli Y bongam capti fuerunt et condemnati in duabus libris, eo quod 
pofuerunt manum in quendam latronem qui fpoliabat eos in villa per nodem, et 
liberavcrunt latronem. 

Item. Eyncon filius Ichacl captus et verberatus fuit, et fpoliatus duobus bobus 
valoris, 24s. et6d. nulla alia de caufa, niii quod boves ipfo connivente moverunc ft 
de platea ad iiiam plateam. 

Item. Adaf ap Ychael condemnatus fuit in duabus libris pro una libra, et ipfe 
pofuerat in juramento cujufdam civis de albo monafterio quod non tenebatur niii in 
. una libra pro principc, nec voluit jurare, et ideo fpoliatus fuit una libra. 
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Item. Guyan Maeftran fpoliatus fuit 5 s. co quod diccbat quod quidam Mercator de 
Ardydwy tenebatur eis inquibufdam rebus, cum ipfe nec erat de difta Balliva : item 
condemnatus fuit in 8d. quia dicebant ipfum vendere quafdam oves extra viHam cum 
ipfe non vcndider.it. 

Item. Famulus Levvelini ab Gwyn fpoliatus fuit feptem ovibus, et 5 s. et fuo pallio, 
eo-quod diccbaut ipfum cile dc domino GrifFydh ab Gyvyn cum ipfe non erat. 

Item. Iorwerch ab Meylir captus fuit ct condemnatus in 15s. cum pnllio, eo quod 
denegavit dare munus fjtellitibus quod petebant, ipli finxerunt cum in villa pernoftare. 

Item. Gives albi monafterii rapuerunt a Madoco Rufo ftlio Ychael unum bovera 
valoris, 11 s. et 6 d. 

Ista omnia fafta fuerunt per Hcnricum Camber difti loci conftabularium, cum aliis 
innumcrabilibus articulis. 

Item. Ybicre captus fuit in negotio domini principis, et condemnatus in 5 s. abfque 
aliqua caufa. 


Htec funt gravamina Goronow filit Heylyn , viz. 

Qtjod quidem Villanus diftus Coronon vocatus fuit ad curiam domini regis occa- 
fione indebitx caufa:. Tunc diftus Goronow venit ad fuum villanum defendendum, et 
petiit pro ipfo veritatem a dominojufticiario, aut legem qua utuntur homines fust patriae; 
omnibus autem his eidem denegatis, diftus villanus condemnatus fuit in 27 libris, ct 
tribus obolis : tunc diftus Goronow adivit Londonium pro juflitia habenda, etexpendit 
quinque Marcas et quatuor Solidos, et promiiTa fuit fibi juflitia, et nuliam fuit affecutus. 

Item. Quidam nobilis fuit interfeflus, videlicet, qui nutriverat filium difti Goro¬ 
now, et tile interfeftor captus fuit et deportatus fuit apud caftrum de* Ruthlan: tunc 
diftus Goronow et quidem de parentela interfefti petierunt juftitiam de interfedlore: 
tunc denegata eis juflitia. quidam fuerunt infarccrati, et illc interfeftor fuit in Caftello 
liberatus. Tunc diftus Goronow interum adivit Londonium propter fupradifta gravamina 
ad juftitiam petendam, ct expendit, -20 Marcas, 3 s. 4d. Et dominus rexpromifit eidem 
plcnariam juftitiam, et nuliam fuit adeptus cum pervenit ad patriam fuam. 

Item. Tertio ex defeftu juflitiae oportuit diflum Goronow adireLondonium occaiioni- 
bus fupradiftis pro juftitia pecenda etexpendit ilia vice 18 Marcas, 6s. 8d. bona: et 
legalis Monetae; et tunc fimpliciter promifit dominus rex eidem juftitiam perhibere; 
ct quando credebat habere juftitiam, tunc venit Reginaldus de Grey, et dixit aperte 
quod ipfe deberit traflare tot am patriam per chartas domini regis, et abftulit totam 
Ballivam a difto Goronow; quam fibi dominus rex conceifit, et vendidit illam Ballivam 
ad voluntatem fuam, cut tunc petiit diftus Goronow juftitiam ft domino Rcginaldo de 
gravaminibus fupradiftis, et nuliam fuit adeptus. 
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Item. Didlus Goronow recepit terrain, videlicet, Penmaen et Lysfaen adfirmam de 
Godfrido Merlyn, ufque ad finem quatuor annorum pro certa pec unite fumma. Tunc 
Robertus de Cruquer venit cum equis fuis et armis ad quserendum didam terram per 
vim, et quia didus Goronow non permitteret auferre didam terram ab eodem ufque ter* 
minum prxfignatum, tunc vocatus fuit ad curiam didus Goronow ilia occafione; tunc 
venit Reginaldus de Grey, cum viginti quatuor equitibus armatis ad proponendum ca- 
pcre didum Goronow, vel ad eundem decapitandum ; et quia viderunt quod non pof- 
fent implere fuum propolitum illo die, vocavernnt didum Goronow craftino die apud 
Ruthlan, et tunc didus Goronow habuit conftlhim ita quod non deberent adire didam 
curiam: iterum didus Goronow vocatus fuit adplacitum apud Caerwys, et non aufus 
fuit adire rjidum placitum nifi per condudum domini epifcopi Afaphenfis, quia didus 
Reginaldus et fui complures ibidem erant armati. 

Item. Propter ifta gravamina de quibus irullam habuit juftitiam nifi laborare et 
expendere duas libr. quatuor Marcas, et 9d ; ct quia non aufus fuit in propria perfona 
adire curiam, mifit quendam nunciam deportantem duas literas, unam ad dominum 
regem, et aliam ad fratrem Lewelinum, ad fignandum domino regi quod amitteret to- 
tam patriam, et didum Goronow quia non obfervavit iilud quod cifdem promifitj et 
quia nullam poflcnt homines de Ros et Arglifeld aifequi juftitiam, et quia noluit corri- 
gere five emend are ifta gravamina propter hoc amifit totam patriam. 

Suppmcant fanditati veftrte, domine archiepifcopc Cantuarienfis totius Anglia; pri¬ 
mes, nobilcs viri de Tegcngyl, et vobis dcmonftrant quod cum prsedidi nobiles fecerunt 
homagium domino Edwardo regi Anglia:, ipfe rex eifdem promifit quod eofdem im- 
munes obfcrvaret ct indemnes, tarn in bonis, libertatibus, juribus, jurifdidionibus, privi- 
legiis quibus ufi fucrunt tempore Henrici regis per fuum obtentum privilegium; ex 
quibus privilegiis fuerunt poftmodo fpoliati. 

Imprimis. J,uribus et confuetudinibus partial fuerunt fpoliati, viz. pradidus Ed- 
wardus compellendo quod ipfi procedcrcnt in caufis fecundum legem Anglicanam, cum. 
fecundum tenorem privilegii fui fecundun^ legem Wallicanam procedere debuiflent, viz. 
apud Tref Edwyn, ct apud Ruthlan, et apud Caerwys; et optimati de patria fuerunt 
roanu capti quia ipfi provocabant quod ipfi pr cederent in caufa apud Tref Edwyn 
fecundum legem et confuetudinem Wallicanam fecundum tenorem privilegii. 

Secunoo. Quia unns jufticiarius duceret in caufis peragendis, alius fuus prxdeceflor 
in irritum revocaret, viz. in caufa Davidis Reginaldus de Grey recitavit, procefTum. 
quern fuus anteceflor ratum habuit, ct etiam approbavit. 

Tertio. Quod fi unus nobilis de patria fuiflet propter calumniam fibi impofitam. 
captus, quod non remitterent eundem pro cautimt JtdtviJfiria evadere, quod facere. 
debuiflent. 
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Quarto. Quod tres unius nobilis deduili ad caftrum fuerunt de Flynt, propter 
parvam accufationem, una cum averiis fuis, nec potuerunt de eafiro devenire, nec dila- 
tionem obtinere donee unufquifque dedit unum bovcm condabulario de Flynt, et donee 
folverunt tres libras Kynwrico Scis pro dilationc habenda. 

Quin to. Reginaldus de Grey terras virorum de Merton dedit et conccllit abbati de 
Bafingwerk ordinis Cifterciend. contra legem Wallicanam, ct patrx confuctudim ; et 
contra formant pads initse inter dominum Lewelinum principem ct dominum regem, 
viz. 16 cantatas terra:. 

Sexto. Mirantur nobiles et optimati patri* pro co quod dominus rex fecit xdificare 
catlrum fuper terrain ct pofleflionem magnatuin, et mandavit dominus rex julliciario 
fuo quod ipfe folveret eque bon am terram illis fpoliatis et adhuc aliquant terram, nec 
fuas terra seftimationem funt confecuti in Flynt. 

Septimo. Reginaldus de Grey non permitteret pofiefibres fylvarum uti fylvis fuis, 
donee ab eifdem pretium et premium fuiffet confecutus, et aliis ruflicis gratis permit¬ 
teret fylvam prxdidlorum abfcidcre, cum non debuifient fccundum patriae confuetudinem 
et legem Wallicanam. 

Octavo. Cunt homines de Cyrchynan fecerunt paflum cum domino rege, quod 
cum ipfi concederent dimidietatem cujufdam prati, ad hoc quod dominus rex non per¬ 
mitteret fylvam predittorum abfcidcre Uowelo filio Gruffydd prxfente, et poilmoduin 
Reginaldus de Grey prxdidtum pratum infirmavit, viz. concedendo aliis quod abfeide- 
rent fylvam predi&orum, ct eofdem dimidietatc prati fui fpoliando. 

No no. Filius Kynwrici ab Goronow fuit captus apud Ruthlan culpa fua minime 
precedents, nifi vellet pignus fuum acquit tare a quoddam mulicrc, et confiabularius Redeem the 
de Ruthlan fecit eundem detradi in carcerem injurioie, nec potuit exinde dcliberari do- g3£e ‘ 
nec predidlus fuit condemnatus ultra fuorum bonorum bypmbtca . Vclu*. 

Decimo. Cum ballivus de Ruthlan erat in convivio apud villam Four Hutmus de 
Limayl quendam virurn nobilem crudeliter vulneravit in prefen tia ballivi fupradifti; 
cujus vulneris occafione pradidlus Hutmus fuit in odlo libris condemnatus: et quum ille 
cui injuria fuifict fadla petere voluiflet prxdiflas libras, eundem fecit detrudi in car¬ 
cerem una. 

Undecimo. Nuntii Reginald! de Grey propofuerunt fac ere illud quod erat abfurdum 
et diiTonum juris fecundum canonical fanftiones; videlicet petere ab eifdem quod ipfi 
ararent Reginaldo de Grey, et quod ipfi feminarent illam araturam; et illi fuerunt 
nuntii, viz. Kynwricus Seis et Hutmus de Limayl, quod prxdiftus vero Kynwricus 
in prxlentia omnium dc patria juravit, nifi omnes de patria ararent quod ipfi infra 
tempus pceniterent, et ipfi multum timuerunt metu qui potuit cadcre in conilantem 
virum. 
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Duodecimo. Quod prxconesde Tegeyngl emerunt officium prxconix pro 30 march 
a domino rege, et port mod um Reginaldus de Grey prxdidtos prxcones tarn pecunia 
quam prxconia Ipoliavit contra legem et cenfuetudinem Anglicanam. 

Tertiodecimo. Scptem nobiles fuerunt interfedli minus jufte ab Anglicis, et adhuc 
parentes prxdidtorum aliquam fatisfadtionem non habuerunt, cum illi malefadtores fue¬ 
runt capti; et poltmodum prxdidtos malefadtores remiferunt prxdi&i conftabularii im- 
punitoa. 

Quartodecimo. Conftabularius unus de Ruthlan detradit duos Satellites domini 
regis in carcere, pro eo quod ipfi tenuerunt aliquem Anglicum qui grave delidtum 
commifit hominem alium vulnerando. 

Isti omnes articuli in prxmiffis nominati, fuerunt perpetrati contra prxdidtorum vi- 
rorum libertatem, jurifdifUonem, ct privilegium et contre legem ct confuetudinem 
Wallicanam ; videlicet, quod non erant aufi eorum qusereias domino regi per fucs 
nuncios denuntiarc, propter metum Reginald! et timorem, qui metus potuit cadere in 
conllantem virum : quia prxdidlus Reginaldus fua voce Dilvada fuit proteftatus; quod 
fin inveniret nuntios prxdidtorum quod eofdem decapitaret prouc nobis ox parte unius- 
cx confilio fuo fuit certive intimatum. In tantum quod lingua non potell proferre, nec 
penna fcribere in quantum prxdidti homines de Tegeyngl fuerunt aggravate 

Conquiritur vobis, domine archiepifcope Cantuarienfis totius Anglix primas, 
Lewclinus Alius Griffini filii Madoci de conftabulario de cruce Ofwaldi regis, et de ho- 
minibus cjufdem villas, qui prxdidtum .Lewelinum tertia parte cujufdam villx qux vo-- 
catur Ledrot, et curia patris fui, fine obfervatione juris patrix fux vcl confuetudine 
inequiter fpoliarunt. 

Pr/etbrea. Prxdidlus conftabularius et fui complures eundem Lewelinum corn- 
muni paltura, qua prxdidlus Lewelinus ufus fuit temporibus retroadtis, ordine jurir 
. patrix minime oblervaro, fpoliarunt, et in 70 libris occafione prxdidlx pallurx con- 
demnaycrint, Cxterum dominu rex Anglix-coneeiiit quafdam literas cuidam Baftardo, 
fcilicet Griffino Pychan ab Cynlhaeth, ad litigandum contra eundem Lewelinum pro* 
toto domino fuo obtinendo, quarum literarum occafione idem Lewelinus expendit' 
ccJ. fterlingorum legalis ufualifx monetse, 

Iterum. Prxdidlus conftabularius compulfit prxdidlum Lewelinum ad mittendum . 
duos fuos nobiles ad eos fufpendendos ad prxdidtum conftabularium quicquid viri 
nobiles fufpcndi minime debuiffent, quam fulpenfionem noilent parentes prxdidtorum 
hominum fuftinuifle pro ccc libris fterlingorum. Poftmidum prxdidlus conftabularius 
incacerravit bis 60 homines prxdicti Lewelini nulla prxmifia ratione, nifi quod quidam 
garco emilit quandam vocem, nec potuerunt evadere fuum carcerem donee quilibet 
corum foivit decent folidos pro fua deliberatione. 
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Item. Quando homines prxdifti Lewelini venirent ad forum ad fuos bovcs vcn- 
dendos, prxdiitus conftabularius faceret boves deduct ad caftrum, nec poftmolum 
bovcs rcftitucrit, nec pretium folveret venditori: prxfertim idem conftabularius et fui 
ceperunt juinenta prxditti Lewelini ad terrain fuam propriam, et de eifdem jumentis 
fecerunt fuam voluntatem. 

Praeterea. Jufticiarii domini regis compulferunt prxdittum Lcwelinum ad tra- 
dendum quandam villam filiis Eneoni filii Griffini ; qui quidem prxdidam villam, nec 
a fe, nec a prxdeccfforibus fuerunt confecuti, ordine juris patrix fux in hac parte 
minime obfervato. 

Idem. Prxdiflus conftabularius abftulit equum ballivi prxdifli Lewelini fine ajiqua 
ratione, nec fibi aliquid debebatur; nec adhuc prxdi&us ballivus latisfadlionem aliquant 
eft conlccutus. 

Catekum. Quando prxdi&us Lewelinus volebat adirc villam qua; vocatur Caerlleon 
cum iitcris domini regis ad compcricndum ibidem in die fibi aftignata; filii Grifiini 
filii Gwenynny et armigeri domini Rogeri Starainge cx confilio Rogcri eundem Lcwe¬ 
linum et fuos incarcerarunt in fui injuriam et fuorum non modicum Ixlionem; quam 
injuriam et lxfionem nolict prxditlus Lewelinus ct fui fuitinuifte pro ccc marcis fterliu- 
gorum nec ab eifdem potu.t evadere donee invenit pro fe fufiicicntcm cautionem. 

His et aliis receptis in feriptis accelfit, archiepifcopus ad dominum regem ; fupplicatis 
ei humiliter ut gravamina fupradiila dignetur avcrtcre, et ea correct tone debita ter- 
minare : et falcem pro tanto habere exceft'us Wallenfiom excufatos ; qui refpondit Wal- 
lenfes injuriis fibi illatis efte excufabiles, quia omni tempore poratus extitei.it omni 
facere jullitiam conquerenti: quo audito, archiepifcopus regi itermn fupplicavit ut per- 
mitterct Wallenfes pro fuis gravamiuibus exponendis et remediis afterendiis ap iplum 
habere acceftum liberum ct regrelfum: qui refpondit quod liberc permittcret cos ad fe 
acccdere fed ct redira } fi fecundum jullitiam regreflus eorum ineritis refponderet. Qui- 
bus auditis accelfit archiepifcopus ad principem Wallix in Snawdoni.un ut turn ipfum 
quam Davidem fratrem fuum et exteros Wallenfes ad aliquant humilitatis rcgulam ip- 
forum animos inclinaret; per quam poffet qui ipforum nuncius regiam elemcntiam ad 
ipfos admittendos in gratiam inclinarc. Poll varios autent trail at us refpondit princeps : 
quod paratus erat voluntati regix fa fupp.mere duobus prxfuppofitis, falva fciiicet 
confcieniia fua qua populo fin. ailiftere tenebatur ; falva ctiam condefccntia flatus fui. . 

Qux cum archiepifcopus retuliffet domino regi, refpondit dominus rex quod nullum 
alium de pace volebat cum principe ac fubditi. fuis habere traflatum, nifi quod ipft 
fupponerent fe in ontn.bus regi* voluntati: et cum con flare t archirplfcopo Wallenfes 
nullo modo velle fe regix voluntati fupponcre, nifi prxeite in forma eis tolerahili et ac- 
cepta, traftatum habuit ex permiftioni domini regis cum magnatibus tunc prxfcntibus, 
qui omnes confenferunt in articulos infra feriptos, quos per fratrem Joannem Wallenfem 
iifcriptos principi et fuis archiepifcopus deftioavit. 
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Primo. Quod dominus rex de quatuor cantredij et terris ab eo datls, magnatibus 
fuis nullum vult habere tradatum, nec etiam de infula Anglefey. 

Idem. . De tenentibua eorutn cantredorum fi ad Aiair pacem venerint, proponit 
i'aecre prout condecet regiam majeftatem, credimus tamen quod aget cum eis miferi- 
corditer fi ad pacem venerint, et ad hoc proponimut una cum cxteris amicis efficaciter 
laborare, fperantes efficaciter exaudiri. 

Item. De fafto domini Lewelini nullum potuimus aliud habere refponfura nil! quod 
iimpHciicret abfolute conformct ad domini regis voluntatem, ut credimus firmiter quod 
dominus rex cum eo aget mifcricorditer, et ad hoc intendimus cum totis viribus labo¬ 
rare cum cxteris amicis exaudiendis ut confidimus cum effeftu. 

Primo. Quod proccres hanc form am gratis regis conceperunt; ut videlicet do¬ 
mino Lewelino fe regis gratis fubmittente, provideatur :i per regem honorifice in 
rnille libratis (lerlingorum de aliquo honorifico comitatu, in aliquo loco Anglix; ita 
tamen quod prsdiftus Lewelinus ponat dominum regem in Seyftna Snaudonum abfolute, 
perpetue et quiete. Et ipfe rex filue principis fecundum condiceftiam fui proprii fan- 
guinis providebit, et ad hoc fperant fe pofle regis animum inclinare. 

Item. Si contingat Lewelinum ducere uxorem et habere de ea puellam mafculam, 
intenduut impetrare proceres a domino rege, ut proles ilia fuccedat perpetuo hxredi- 
tario Lewelini in terra mafculorum liberorum videlicet comitatu. 

Item. De populo principi immediate fubjedo tarn in Snaudon quam alibi provi- 
debitcr fecundum deum prout complete faluti ejufdem populi et honori; et ad hoc eft 
regia dementia fatis prona, populo defiderans confolabiliter providere. 

1’r imo. Quod ft ad honorem Dei at fuum juxta crucis afiumptx debitum velit in 
terra; lands fubfidium proficifci, providebitur ei honorifice fecundum condefcentiam 
Aatus fui, ita tamen quod non redeat nifi per regiam dementiam vocatus : rogabimus 
etiam dominum regem, et fperamus efficaciter exaudiri, ut provideat proli fus. 

His omnibus motu noftro fubjungimus Wallenfibus omnia pericula imminere longe 
gravius quam cis diximus o/aculo vivs vocis: feribimus dure valde fed longe durius 
eft obrui vi et armis, et in fine totaliter extirpari, quoniam omni die pericula nobis im- 
niinentia aggravantur. 

It em. Longe difficilius eft omni tempore in guerra efte in anguftia cordis et cor¬ 
poris vivere, et femper in infidiis malignari, et cum hoc vivere et mori in peccato 
mortali continuo et rancore. 

Item. De quo doleremus valde fi ad pacem rainime veniatis, indubitanter timemus 
contra vos debere fententiam ecdcfiafUcam intolerabiliter aggravari pro exceffibus veftris; 
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de quibus non poteritis vos aliquatenus excufare in quibus iavenietis milericordiam, fi 
ad pacem veniatis et de his nobis rcfpondeatur in fcriptis. 

Reverendiffimo in Cbrijlo patri ac domino J. Dei gratia- Archiep'Jcopo Cantuari- 
enfi ac totius Angli.c primati Jtius in Cbrijlo dcvotus JUius Lewelinus princeps 
WaUitc, dominus Snaudon, Jalutem cum defideriis benevolentix filialis ac 
reverentiis multimodis et bonoribus. 

S A N CTE pater, ficut vofmet confuluiftis, ad gratiam regiam parati fumus venire 
fub forma tamen nobis fecura et honefta: fed quia forma contenta in articulis nobis 
miffis minime fecura ell et honefta prout nobis et confilio noftro vidctur; et de qua 
multum admirantur omnes audientes, co quod plus tendit ad deftruftionem et ruinam 
populi noiiri ac nollram, quam ad noftram honeftatcm et fecuritatcm, nullo modo per- 
mittit confilium nollrum nos in ea confentire fi vellemus; alii quoquc nobiies et po- 
pulus nobis fubjedtus nullo modo eonfentirent in eandem ob indubitatam deilruftioncni 
et diifipationem qua: inde eis poiTcnt evenire. 

Tamen fupplicamus veftrse fanfbe paternitati quatenus ad reformationem pacis debi- 
tae, honcitse, et fecutx, ob quam tot labores afl'umpfiftis, proinde laboretis, collationcm 
habentcs ad articulos quos vobis mittimus in fcriptis: honorabilius enira ell et rationi 
magis confonum ut de domino rege teneamus terras in qnibus jus habemus, quam nos 
exhacredare ct eas tradere alienis. Datum apnd Garthcelyn. 

Primo. Quod licet dominus rex de quatuor Cantredis et aliis terris ab eo datis 
magnatibus fuis, ac de Infula Anglefey nullum voluerit habere tradlatiim, tamen confi¬ 
lium principis non permittit, fi contingat aliquant pacem fieri, quin tradlctur de pre- 
miflis ; eo quod ifti Cantredi funt de puro principis tenemento, in quibus merum jus 
habuerunt principes et pnedeceflbres fui a temporibus Cambri filii Bruti, turn quia 
funt de principatu, cujus confirmationem princeps obtinet pro borne memoriae Odto- 
bonum fedis Apoftolic<e legatura in Anglia, confenfu domin': regis et fui patris ad hoc p 011( . 
intervenienti, ficut pater Chartas eorum infpicienti, turn quia etiam equius eft quod 
veri hxredes teneant dittos Cantredos de domino rege pro pccunia ct fervitiis confuetis, 
quam eos dari extraneis et Advenis, qui et fi fuerunt regere aliquam tamen per vim et 
potentiam. 

Dicvnt jetiam comiter omnes tenentes de omnibus Cantredis Wallix quod non funt 
aufi venire ad voluntatem regis ut de eis difponat fecundum regiam majeftatem. 

PkiMO. Quod dominus rex nec patta, nec juramenta, ncc Chartas fervavit ab 
initio verfus dominum fuum principem et ipfos. 

Shcundo. Quia regales in eedefias et ecclcfiafticas perfonas inivic crudelilfimam 
tyranmdem. 

Tkrtio. 
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Tsrtio. Quod non tenentur ad prxdida, cum fint homines principis qui etiam 
paratus cil de didis tenethentis domino regi obedire per fervitia confucta. Ad id quod 
dicit quod princeps veniet fimpliciter et abfolute ad voluntatem domini rcgis: refpon- 
detur quod cum nulli de djftis Cantredis aufi fint venire ad talem voluntatem propter 
caufas prxdidas, nec comita* eorum permittat principem venire ad didam voluntatem 
modo pricdido. 

Item. Quod proceres regni procurent ut domino principi provideatur in milie Iibratis 
in aliijuo loco Anglia ;; dicatur quod illam provifionem non debec acceptare cum fit 
procurata per didos proceres, qui nituntur ad exhsreditationcm principis, ut habeant 
terras fuas in Wallia, Item idem princeps non tenetur .dimittere hasreditatem fuam 
et progenitorum fuorum in Wallia a tempore Bruti, et etiam libi confirmatam per 
Romans fedis legatum, utdidumeft; et terram in Anglia acccptare, unde linguam, 
mores et leges ac confuetudines ignorat; ubi poflent etiam fibi qusdam malitiori im- 
poni ex odio inveterato a vicinis Anglicis quibus terra ilia privaretur in perpetuum. 

Item. Ex quo rex proponit privare principem fua priftina hxreditate, non videtur 
probabile quod rex permitteret ei habere terram in Anglia ubi nullum jus videtur ha¬ 
bere. Et ft etiam non permitteretur principi terra fterilis et inculta jure hxreditario ab 
antique et debita in Wallia; nullatenus permitteretur eidem in Anglia terra fertilis 
tulta et habundans. . 

Item. Quod didus princeps ponat dominum regem in Seyfino Snawdon abfolute, 
perpetue et quiete : dicatur quqd cum Snawdon fit de appendices principatus Wallis, 
quem ipfe et antecefibrcs fui tenuerunt a tempore Bruti, utdidum eft ; confilium fuunt 
non permittit eum renuntiare dido loco, et locum nimis fibi debitum in Anglia receptare. 

Item. Populus Snawdon dicit, quod licet princeps vellet dare regi Seyfinam corun¬ 
dum, ipfi tamcn nollent homagium facere alicni extraneo, cujus linguam, mores, legef. 
que penitus ignorant. Quia fic poflet contingere eos in perpetuum captivari, ac cru- 
dclircr tradari, ficut alii Cantredi circum quaque per Ballivos regis ac alios regales 
alias tradati fuerunt, crudelius quam Saraceni; prout patet in rotulis quos vobis mi- 
ferunt fande pater. Ida funt dicenda pro Davide fratre principis. Quod cum volu- 
erit terram fandam adire hoc faciet voluntarie et ex voto pro D.eo non pro homine, 
unde iuvitus non peregrinabitur Deodante; qui coada fervitia Deo novit difplicere. 
Et ft contingat ipfum in pofterum terram fandam adire bona dudus voluntate, non 
propter hoc deberent ipfe et hxredes fui in perpetuum exhsreditari; immd potius 
prxinium obtinere. Prsterea quia princeps, et fui caufa odii, ad aliquos concipiendi, 
vel lucri captandi non moverunt guerram alienas terras invadendo; fed fuam propriam 
hxreditatcm jura libertatefque, necnon fuorum defendendo; dominufque rex et fui odio 
inveterato, *et caufa lucrandi terras noiiras guerram fecit: credimus in hoc jullam 
guerram nos fovere, et fperamus in hac Deum nos velle juvare, ac in eedefiarura de- 
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'vaflatores divinam ultionem converter*, qui ecdefus funJitus dellruxerunt ac com- 
bulferunt, facra ex eis rapuerunt, Sacordotes, Clericos, religiofos, claudos, furdos, 
nutos, infantes, ubera laden tes, ac debiles et miferabiles perfonas, ut ufque fexu oc- 
ciderunt; et alia enormia perpetrarunt, ficut in didis rotulis vobis tranfmifiis ron- 
tineatur: unde abfit a fanda paternitatc veftra fententiam aliquam fulminare in alios 
quam in illos qui praedida perpetrarunt. Nos enim qui regalibus prxdida pafli fuimus, 
iperamus a vobis fuper praemiilis pa tern um folatium, et remedium obtinere; et in 
praedidos facrilegos eorumque fautores, qui nullo fuper his privilegio defenduntur, ani- 
madvertere; ne prse defedu digiue corredionis feu uhionis in cos exercendo prxdida 
mala in perpetuum.per alios trahantur in excmplum. 

Mirantur etiam quatnplures in terra noilra, quod confuluiftis Bobis dimittere 
terram noftram propriam, et alienam adire inter holies nollros comer fan do ; quia ex quo 
non poflumus pacem habere in terra quae noilra ell ipfo jure noltro, minime poterimus 
in aliena terra inter holies nollros pacifice confervari: et licet durum lit in guerra et 
inlidiis vitam ducere; durius tamen eft funditus deflrui, et ad nihilum, nils Deus 
avertat, deduci populum Chriftianum qui nihil aliud quxrit nifi fua jura defendere; 
unde neccfiitas ad hoc nos cogit, et inimicorum cupiditas non oft'endit; et vos, fande 
pater, coram nobis dixiilis, quod vos fententiaftis in omnes qui impediunt pacem 
caufa odii vel lucri; fed manifellum ell qui funt illi qui guerrant iltis caufis. 

Timor enim mortis, et incarcerationis, vel perpetux exhxreditationis, nulla ob- 
fervatio foederum padorum vel chartarum, tyrannica dominatio, vel multa alia con. 
fimilia cogunt nos efle in guerris; et hoc Deo et vobis Qftendimus, et petimus a vobis 
paternum adjutorium, ut patet in literis nollris. 

An hoc multi alii in regno Angike offenderunt regem «t tamen nullos exlueredavit 
in perpetuum, ut dicitur; unde ft aliqui ex nollris ipfum offenderunt injude, dignum 
ell ut fatufaciant prout poflint line exhxredatione; et ficut in vobis confidimus, fup- 
plicamus quod ad hoc laboretis fande pater; nam etfi nobis imponatur quod fregimus 
pacem, tamen illi verius fregerunt qui nullum foedus vel padum nobis fervaverunt; 
quinullam emendam dc quxrimoniis nobis fecerunt, ut .patet in rotulis. 


Prim audit is referipfit Archiepijcopus Wallenfibus in has verba: 

IN nomine domini. Amen. Cum nos frater J. permilfione divina Cantuarienlis 
ecclefiae miniller humilis totius Anglia: primas, feientes noftro incumbere officio, pro 
vobis domine Leweline princeps Wallix ac fubdiiis vedris exponere nos et noilra fpretis 
viarum incommodis et periculis, vellram adjuverimus prxfentiam oves erroneas re- 
duduri; et fpeculatoris fungentis oflicio vobis myllerix vivx vocis diximus .pericula 
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qua gent! veftrs videbamus luce clarius imminere, fubjunflia remediis eorundem 
telle optantes altiffimo juxta pontiUcale debitum cuilibet veftrum ecclefiam minirao 
de corpore noftro pontem cere ad falutis littora reducendo. Tandem veftris auditis 
precibui et anguftiis eas nt neceffitatis veftrse nuntius pnefentavimas regie majeflati, 
quern ab dim ad poenitentes adverfarios introitum feimus elTe propitium; ut quidant* 
de veftris et aliis ut nobis certia conftat indiciis ipfins dementia abutantur. Traftavi- 
mus infuper cum magnatibua et proceribue Anglic prsfentibus de modifacione gratis 
regie ipforum affiftentia noftris vobis fupplicationibus impretranda, cujua modificationis 
feriem per ferrom Dei fratrem Johannem Wallenfem vobis miiimus in feriptum, una. 
cum confilio noftro quod vobis fecundum dcum ftlubrius videbatur j. vos autern delibera- 
tionem veftram nobis in quadam remififlis cedula per.eundem, cujus cedulx pernitiofas 
latebras vobis paterno affeftu prsfentibus aperimus. Primd igitur di&is vos juri nolle 
eedere quatuor Cantredarum, quia progenitorcs veftri & temporibus Cambri filii Bruti 
in eifdem juris plenitudinem habuerunt j fed ne iimpiiciores in vobis de fuccelfu hu- 
jufmodi gloriantur, falva in omnibus pace veftra, vobis licet, inviti ipiius radicera 
originis ex. geftis Britonam et Anglorum ad memoriam revocamus. Difperfis enim 
dim Trojanis pro eo quod Paridis adulterium defenfaruntj fatemur progenitores 
veftra multitudinis interpofuis quibufdam feditionibus fugs- ftbi prsefidium aiTumpfifle; 
et utinam non maneat in eis hujufmodi contagii memoria qui lie libera matrimonia 
parvipendunt ut fpurios et in cell u genitos a fucceffione kxreditaria ut'dicitur non 
repellunt, quin potius uxores legitims Howeli da patrocinis, contra Evangelium dato 
repudio fama telle, vel potius infamia repelluntur; qUaliter demum Brutus Diana 
prxfagiis non fine diaboli prsftigiia per idolatriam immolato Cervs Venatitix obtentis, 
infulam Britannicam pervaferit per famofas hiftorias dedaratur; .pervaferit inquam in- 
habitatam infulam, agentibus datura proceris qparum peremit fortiffimum Corineus. 

Gentibus inquam de boreali prafapia qua non fdum.verum etiam 

Scythiam trans Danubium ab occidente noftro per Aquilonis latera ufque in Orientales 
terminos occupgvit. Qjiam ergo qusfumus fecerunt vobis injuriaro Angii et Saxone 
cjufdem generis, ft vos proceflu temporis ab ufurpato dominio perturbarant: cum fcrip- 
tum effe noveritis, vs qui prsdaris in omne prsdsberis. Non oportet autem fimplices - 
in radice adulterina proceffu idoldatrix, et ufurpationis fpdiis gloriari. Progenitores 
infuper veftri moderniores, cum enervati deliciis fibi non fufficerent defenlandis,. 
obruentibus eos Scotis et Piftis, denegato. etiam eis Romani imperii prsfidio poftulato,. 
id Germanorum refugium convolarunt, qui venientes repudiarunt, holies ufque in 
prxfentem diem fuarum labores manuum mandueantes.. Ex his caufia quum fedet 
lola a vobis inCula olira populo plena, vellro proferibente Jeremia, quia prophets tui< 
viderunt tibi vana et llulta; item prsdiftorum juribus Cantredorum. confirmationem 
legati frivole allegatis, cum non fuerit intentionis fu®.jura regia, feu- etiam jura. 
civilia et Canonica, ficut nec potuit enervare: pro crimine enim lefs majellatis, 
in qubd vos incidiffc dicimini, juxta quod feribitur fexta quxftione. Secunda para- 
graphot Si quit cum militibut-, et 22. Qusft. ultima capitulo de forma fidelitatis. Omne 
peril jus hsreditarium et expirat: in Cantredis igitur prxdklis in quibus ab olinv 
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domino flag! jus dicicur adquifitum, et in Snawdon sc cwteris quae teneris jure hsredi- 
tario, nihil poteftis ficut nec fubditi veilri, ut ex praallegatis videtur, nifi cx fola regia 
dementia praftolari. Dicitur demum quod populut non vult ad gratiam regiam cou- 
volare, quia dominus rex, nec pafta, nec juramenta, ncc charcarum feed era principi 
confervavit. Et nos qoserimas ex cujus vel quorum iftud fit judicio declaratum, niii 
per vos qui in caufa. propria judicium ufurpatis^ et per fingulas lutlrales periodos paccm 
infringitis, innocences jugulatis, incendia facitis, munitiones regias pro viribus 
vailatis; acdomini Howell da quitalia injuriarum remedia in lege fua quam vidimus 
inftituit, autoritate quam ei diabolus delegavit. Prsercrea in regem impungitis, 
dicentes, quod regales eedefias et perfbnas ecclefiafticas crudeli vaftavit tyrannide, et 
confumunt; ad quod taliter refpondemus, quod dominus rex prsjdifta mala ncc 
fieri mandavit, nec rata habnit, quin potius nobis obtuKt ultronei, quod quam cit& 
aderit oportunitas ecclefiarum propnnit difpendia refacire; quod differt ufque ad 
fedatam guerras tempeftatem, ne fi prius fieret deftruerentur iterum per latroncs. 
Prxterea timetis in Anglia bonorem fufeipere, ne confequentcr vobis occafionata 
malitia auferatur, cum tamen fateamini quod dominus re nullum fuum exhseredaveric 
inimicum; quod fruilra vos timere crcdimus, fi legalitcr vivere vos et veilri didiccritis, 
et non a parti cum domino veftro contendere vcl certare. Mores vobis et populo veflro 
caufamini incognitos; et nos e contrario opinamur quod expedirct vobis omnibus 
in modum alium et mores penitus transformari. Cum enim litis ficut eseteri homines 
4 onis Dei gratuitis adornati, fed in veftro Anglo devoramini: ut nec ccclefiamjuvctis 
■contra holies fidei militando; nec Clerum ftudio fapientise, exceptis pauciflimis, de- 
coretis; quin potius major pars veftrum torpet otio et lafciviis, ut pene nefeiat mundus 
vos efte populum, nifi per paucos ex vobis qui videntur ut plurimum in—inendicare. 
Deinde feribitis quod creditis altifiimum vos juvare projuftitia decrctantes; ucinam 
inquam altiflimus juvet vos falobriter Ut dirigat ad falutcm. Sed ne rninas aliqoas 
Anglorum ex inconfideratione fua provenientes veftris velitis merltis arrogarc curetis 
advertere qualiter qui in coelis habitat fatuos fublimat et elevat ad modicum ut per- 
petuo allidaq i fic certe olium populus Dei eleflus ante harum repertam civitatem 
pro unius Anathemate conform verfus in fugam quofdam fuorum perdidit bcliatorum : 
fic certe qua ter centena millia bellatorum duodecim tribuum Ifrael in fuo numero et 
■fortitudine confidentes ab unius tribus modico populo, occifis cx 40 millibus bellatorum, 
per vices varias funt confufi: cum tamen putgato unius Anathemate, pnedifta Ci- 
vitas finaliter dcleleta fuerit per illos, qui prius confufi fuerant; et per lacrymas 
placato domino cum jejuniis, oblatis fiicrificiis, tribus ilia qua! pnevaluerat prius, per 
prius confufos quafi totaliter fit dcleta; fic certe aliter flagellat dominus filios quo* 
rccipit, et aliter quos decernit ut arbores ftcriles extirpare. Ilia vobis fcribiinas in 
cordis amaritudine ab his pnrtibus recedentes, nec prenidicare intendimus falubriori 
coniilio, fi vobis ccelitus deftinetur, nec latre vos volumus quod nullum per vos in- 
venimus excufationis fufficiens remedium, quo obllante minime debeatis in excors 
•Imam incidiffe pernuntiari: dudura latet in Oxon confilio contra pacis regi* tur. 
•batorcs, viam autem pacis aliam invenirc non poffumus, ncc adliuc in-fpc minus aliud 

4k* obtinend : . 
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obtinendi. Scd fi nobis aliqnid confultius videatur agendum, vobli Iffenqatnt 
clandemus gremiam, nec auxilium denegabimus opportnnum. Pat. apud Ruthelaa 
18 Caiend. Decemb. Ann. Dom. 1182. 

Liwkunus autem princeps Wallise prjedi&us fpretis omnibns oblationibni et pad* 
formis poft fcriptis, invafit hoftiliter terram domini regia Anglise deftruendo earn 
incendio et rapina, nec non homines terne illius ad ft trahendo, et k bonitate pads 
. regia; feparando. Qui tamen princeps infra menfem ilium ignominofa morte primus 
de exercitu fuo occifus eft, per familiam domini Edmundi de mortuo mari, filii 
domini Rogeri de mortuo mari; et totus exercitus fuus vel occilus, vel in fugam con¬ 
verts in partibus Montis Gomerici die Veneris proximo, ante Feftum S. Luca;, 
videlicet 3. Id, Decemb, fub Anno. Dom. 1282. In——decima ljtera dominicali 
D. currente. 
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palace of 

* 36 , 395 » 459 » 

of 


A A JR ON", a martyr, 530. 

Aber, a fort there, and a 
the prince of Wales, 

462. 

Aberffraw, in Anglefey, reftdence 
Roderic the Great, 131. 

Abergavenny, a maffacre there, 314, 316. 

Abifa, a Saxon general, 47. 

Adelredy king of the Welt Saxons, fuc- 
ceeded Ivor, 89. 

Adrian t the emperor, his wall, 18. 

Aldan ap Blegoredy an ufurper, fovereign 
of North W ales; he and his four foils 
flain in battle, 184, 185. 

Ait ins, a Roman general, 28. 

Agricola [Julius) his conquefts in Britain* 


15, 16, 1-7. 

Ailsford, battle at, §0. 

Alan, king of Brctaigne, 85, 88. 

Alaric the Goth, invades Italy, 27. 

Alban , a martyr, at St. Albans, 539. 

Albania , the ancient name of Scotland, 2. 

Albion , this ifland fo named by the 
Gauls, 1, 2. 

Alexander, the Fierce, king of Scotland, 
a (lifted Henry I. againit the Wcllb, 
252. 

Alfred (king) invited two learned men 
out of Wales, one of whom he ap¬ 
pointed a profeftbr in his univcrftty at 
Oxford, 130, 131. 

Alfred,, earl, of Mercia, invaded South 
Wales, and was defeated, 178. 

Aigar , earl of Chcfter, banithed by Ed¬ 
ward the Confeflor, a flitted the Wciftt 


In the invafion of England, and was 
pardoned and reftored to his dignity, 
196—198. 

Alletlus, a fovereign in Britain, 20. 

Ambroftus (Aurelius) king of Britain, 
revenged on Vortigern the death of 
his brother Conftaus,- 57, 58. Is 
poifoned by a Saxon, 61. 

America , faid- to have been difeovered 
by Madoc, fon of the prince of North 
Wales, 307. 

Ampbibalus, a martyr, 539. 

Anaraivd, eldeft fon of Roderic the 
Great, fucceeded to the fovercignty 
of North Wales, 135. The northern 
Britons had an alyl uni in his do¬ 
minions, 138. He endowed the col¬ 
legiate church of Bangor, 139. United 
with the Englifh againft his brother 
the prince of South Wales, 140. His 
death, 141. 

Angharad , the heirefs of South Wales, 
married to Roderic the Great, 128. - 

Angharad, the daughter of Owen ap Ed- 
wyn lord of EnglcHcld, was married 
toGryffydhap,Cynan r 271. 

Angharad, only child of Meredydh king 
of North Wales, was married to 
Llewelyn ap Scilyllt, and after his 
death to Cynvyn Hirdref, 183. 

Angles arrived on the caftern coaft: of 
Britain, and foundedahe kingdom of 
the Eaft Angles, 70. 

Anglefey, Jfle of, loft the name of Mona, 
after Egbert had obtained the poilefflou 
c>f it, 125. Soon recovered by the 
WeUh, ibid. Cruelties of the Engv 

lilh- 
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liflx thcrei 240. Hoftilities there be¬ 
tween Owen Gwynedb prince of 
North Wales and his brother Cad- 
walader, 284. Rodcric fon of Owen 
Gwynedh, lord of the ifland, 304. 
who was unjuftly deprived of it by his 
brother David prince of North Wales, 
311. It was dreadfully ravaged by 
the Irilh* 390. The ufual refource - 
for provifions in North Wales; pof- 
fefled by the Englilh, 440. Eafily 
taken by the Englilh, 469. 

Armorica Britilh foldiers fettle there, 
25, 28. Britons apply to the king of 
Armorica for afliftance, 32. The 
country took the name of Bretaigne, 
76. 

Arthur, king of Britain, of the Cornwall 
family, 22. His coronation, and war 
with the Saxons, 65—69. Goes in 
perfon to affift his nephew Howel king 
of Armorica, 70, 71. His nephew 
Mordred being regent during his ab- 
fence, proved a traitor, 71. After 
;his return the two princes fell by each 
other’s fword, 72* His nephew Con- 
llantinc, fon of Cador duke of Corn¬ 
wall, fuccceded him, 73. The WeHh 
imagining lung after, that Arthur 
was {till alive, Edward I. had his body 
expofed at Glaftonbury to public view, 
446. 

AJaph, a bilhop, gave his name to the 
lee, 551. 

AJfer. , who had been educated at the col¬ 
lege of St. David, invited out of 
Wales by king Alfred, 130, 131. 

Athcijiane , king of England, marched 
into Wales, and impofed a tribute on 
the princes of that country, 142. 

Aulus Didius, a Roman general in Bri¬ 
tain, 10. 

Aujitn , St. lent by Pope Gregory to 
convert the Saxons, 552. Hiscontcft 
with the Britilh clergy, 553. 

Aivenydbiin, amonjj the Wcllh, the fame 
as the Second Sight in the highlands 
of Scotland, 102, 103.* 

B 

Hunger erected into a bifhopric, 550. 
Endowed with lands, 75. 


. . ■ ■■■■ die deanery of, founded, 79. 

Maffacre of the monks there, 79, 80, 
555. Confequence of that malfacre, 
557 * 

Bard, domeftic, at the palace of Wales, 
156. 

Bards , fimilar to thofe among the an¬ 
cient Gauls, 2; Mentioned by Dio¬ 
dorus SiculuS, Ammianus Marcelli- 
nus, and Athenaeus, 497, 498. Re- 
fpedled by all the northern nations* 
498. Where any veftige of them now 
remains, ibid. Nennius the firft of 
the Britilh hiftorians who mentions 
them, ibid. Different dalles of in 
Wales, 500. 

A law refpeding their privileges and 
manners, 501.- A grand ailembly of 
them, 502 note. A tranflation of one 
of their elegies, 503, 504. Edward L 
commanded them all to. be hanged, 
496, 50J. A feries of bards from 
the time of Henry VII. 506. No 
regular aftcmbly of them fince the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, ibid. A 
fpark of that ancient fire yet remains 
in the genius of the WeHh, ibid. 

Bath , beUcgeu by the Saxono, 66. 

Battle between Boadicca and the Ro¬ 
mans, 14. 

Bede, venerable, his death, 89. 

Belga, fettled in the weftern and iouthern 
parts of Britain, 2, 6. 

Beit, fon of Rhun, prince of North 
Wales, 76. 

Belmarflt , Richard de, bilhop of London, 
warden ef the marches, 244. 

Bert, caftle of, furrendered to king Ed¬ 
ward, 485. 

Bernicia, Saxon kingdom of, part of 
Northumberland, 83, 84. 

Berthrcd, tributary king of Mercia, his 
hoftilities againft the WeHh, 127, 
129. 

Bijhoprics faid to be in Britain, their 
number and extent, 537. 

Bi/hops, in Wales, 546—550. Their 
diftrefs, 398 note. 

• . . " Britilh, at the council at Ari- 

ininum, 542, 543. 

Bleddyn and Rhiwallon, fons of Cynvyn, 
brothers by the mother’s fide to Gryf- 
5 iydh 
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fydh' ap Llewelyn, were invefted by 
Edward the Confeflor with the fove- 
reignty of North Wales, 203. Rhi- 
wallon being (lain in battle, Bleddyn 
is foie fovereign of North Wales and 
Powys, 208 • Bleddyn afiaffinated by 
Rhys, 210. His chara&cr, 210, 2JI. 

Bledrus, prince of Cornwall, 81, 91. 

Boadicea , a Briti(hprincef3,cruelly treated 
by the Romans, 12, 14. 

BSdy the manfion houfe of a chieftain 
on his firft fettlemcnt, 113. An af- 
femblage of bods formed' a trev or 
townftiip, ibid. 

Bran-ap-L/yr, duke of Cornwall, after¬ 
wards chofen king of Britain, 22. 

Bretaigne, formerly Armorica, an afy- 
lum for the Britons, 76, 85: 

Brigantes , a Britifh tribe or nation, 7. 

Britain , received its name and inhabi¬ 
tants originally from the Gauls, 1, 2. 
Its divifion and government, 2, 4* 
Invaded by the Romans, 4. Reduced 
to a Roman province, 20. Invaded 
by the Pi&s, Scots, and Saxons, 20,. 
23, 26. Moft of the Roman forces 
withdrawn from the ifland, 27. Fi¬ 
nally left by the Romans, 28.- In¬ 
troduction and progrefs of chriftianity- 
in Britain, 106, 536—540. 

Britijh government, imperial dignity of, 
ended, 87. 

Britijh nobility maiFacred, 55. 

Britonsy character of, 40, 52, 77. 

Britonsy on the diflblution of the Roman 
power, governed by their own Rcgull 
who defeended from their ancient 
fovercigns, 25. The original imperial 
line, in later times continued in two 
branches, the Cyncthianand Cornwall 
families, 4. 

-their hiftory after the retreat of 

the Romans, 30—77. The fucceffion. 

- of their kings ; Conftantine, 32. Con- 
ftans, 37. Vortigern, 38. Vortimer, 
49. Ambrofius, 58. Uthur Pen- 
dragon, 62. Arthur, 65* Conftan- 
trnc, 73. Cadvan, 82. Cadwallon, 
84. Cadwalader, 85. 

—-- their wars with the Pi&s and 

Scots, 31—33.. Setrd to the Saxons - 


for their affi (lance, 40—42. Their 
wars with the Saxons, 49—74. Re¬ 
duced to the narrow limits of Cam¬ 
bria or Wales, (Cornwall and Strath- 
Clyde excepted) 78. 

Brochmaely prince of Powys, 80. 

Bructy JVUliam dty lord of Brecknock, 
mafiacred the Welfh lords, 313, 314. 
This was done by the fecret influence 
of the king of England, 316. 

Bructy Maud de y her death and burial, 

33 °- 

Bructy Reginald de, marries the daugh¬ 
ter of Llewelyn prince of North 
Wales, 338. 

Bryn-y-Pin y five miles weft of St.Afaph,. 
288. 

Buellty a caftle of the Engliih, furprifed 
by Llewelyn, 414. 

Burghy Hubert dty judiciary of Eng¬ 
land, -accufcd of a frivolous crime,. 
360. 

Bwlck-y-ddtm-vacn , a pafs overthe Con¬ 
way, 136. 


C 

Cadelly fecond fon of Roderic the Great, 
fucceedcd to the fovereignty of South 
Wales, 137. His death and fuc- 
cefl'or, 141. 

Cadory duke of Cornwall, affifted Arthur 
againft the Saxons, 66, 68. 

Cadvany fon of Jago ap Beli, prince of* 
North Wales, 79. Elected to the 
fovejeignty of Britain, 82. 

Cadwalader y Ion of Cadwallon, fucceed¬ 
cd to the kingdom of North Wales, 
and to the ideal fovereignty of Britain, . 
85. Retired with ■ numbers of his 
fubjeCls to Bretaigne, ibid. He pro¬ 
ceeded to Rome, and became a monk, . 
87. His death clofed the imperial’ 
dignity annexed to the Britifh go¬ 
vernment, ibid. 

Cadwalader and his brother Owen, fons • 
of GryfFydh ap Cynan, invade South • 
Wales, and defeat the Englifh, 266 
—268. Cadwalader impriloned by 
Ids nephew Howel, . 280. Efcaped 

from- 
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from prilbn, and reduced a great part 
of Anglefey which belonged to his 
brother, 284. Forced to rdlde fome 
time in England, and was murdered 
by the Knglifb, 315. 

Cadwa/lbn, Ion of Cadvan, king of North 
Wales, driven from his dominions by 
Edwin the king of Dcira, 82. Reco¬ 
vered his dominions, defeated and killed 
king Edwin, and cruelly ravaged his 
country, 82, 83. Chofcn king of the 
Britons, 84. Was llain in battle, 

, 85 . 

Cdihvallon , the fecond fon of Jeuav, on 
the death of his brother Howel, ufurped 
the fovereignty of North Wales, 179, 
180. Slain by Mcrcdydh prince of 
South Wales, 180. 

CaJtvgun ap B/eddyn , a prince of Powys, 
afiifted Gryffydh ap Cynan againft the 
Etiglifh, 235. By a treaty with the 
Kngliih, retained only the territory of 

(- Caerdigan and a fmall part of Powys, 
242- Henry I. takes from him His 
c-itatcs, and grants him a penfion, 
247. The king gave him the ter¬ 
ritory of his latcbrother, 249. Mur¬ 
dered by his nephew, ibid. His cha¬ 
racter, ibid. 

Caer-ar- Cltvyd, the capital of the Strath- 
Clyde Britons, 91. 

Caerdigan conquered by Rhys ap Gryf- 
fydh, 293, 296* 302. Bcltowed upon 
Rhys by Henry 11 . 308. 

Caer L/eon , the metropolitan fce removed 
•from thence to St. David, 548. 

Caermarthen , made by Henry I. the 
principal feat of government, 257. 
The caftle of, rebuilt by Gilbert earl 
nf Clare, 277. 

Caernarvon , the caftle of, ereCted by 
Edward I. 495. The caftle taken by 
• the Welfh, the Englilh murdered, 
and the town burnt, 518. 

Cuer.Rhun, caftle of, 136. 

• Caer Segont , on the Menai in Caernar¬ 
vonshire, refidenee of the WeHh 
princes, 87,91, 131. 

'Ctefar (Julius ) invaded Britain, 4. 

Caledonia , part of. Agricola conquered, 
17. An infurrecVion there, fupprefled 
-byLolHus Uibicus, 18. 


Galedonians cut in pieces a Roman army, 
18. 

Caligula made preparations for the in- 
vafton of Britain, 5. 

Cambria , or Wales, one of the three 
original parts of Britain, 3. Divided 
into lix principalities when the Saxons 
approached to its borders, 75. 

Camlan, in Cornwall, a battle there, in 
which the renowned Arthur was (lain, 
72. 

Camulodunum , the refidenee of Cuno- 
beline, 6. The Roman colony there 
llaughtcred by the Britons, 13. 

Cangi, a number of ftout young men 
in every Britifh tribe, whole bufinefs 
was to protect the cattle, 7. 

Canterbury, archbifhop of, comes into 
Wales, 494. 

Cantrev, a hundred trevs, 113. Con¬ 
tained two commots, 149* 

Cantrev Mawr , the ancient demefne of 
the family of Rhys ap Gryffydh, 292. 

CaraStacus , fon of Cunobeline, a Britilh 
prince, defeated and made priloner by 
the Romans, 8, 9. His fpeech to the 
emperor Claudius, 9.1 

Caradoc, a Wcllh chioftain, defeated and 
{lain in battle by the Saxons, 96. 

Caradoc , the fon of Gryffydh ap Rhy- 
therch, disappointed in his expecta¬ 
tions from Harold, 205. His cruel 
revenge upon Harold, 206, 207. At¬ 
tacked, defeated and ilew Meredydh 
'prince of South Wales, 208, 209. 
Dies foon after, and leaves his fon 
Rhytherch his fucceft'or in the go¬ 
vernment of South Wales, 209. 

Caraufius, a fovereign in Britain, 20. 

Carno, a mountain near Abergavenny, 
89. 

Caron, king of Scotland, in the time of 
Arthur, 66. 

Cartigern , brother of Vortimer, {lain in 
a battle with the Saxons, 50. 

Cartifmandua, a Britilh queen, betrayed 
Caractacus into the hands of the Ro¬ 
mans, 9. 

Cajfrvellaunus , a Britifh general, 4. 

Ca/l/es in advantageous fttuations, which 
{hewed great military fagacity, 136. 

CajHet 
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Caftles and towns built by the lords of the 
marches, 230. 

Cafwallon-lerw-hir, fon of Einion Urdd, 
routed the Irifh Scots at Holyhead, 26. 

Cafivallon, the eldeft branch of the Cy- 
nethian family, prince of North Wales, 
to whom the other Cambrian princes 
paid homage, made choice of Mona 
for his refidence, 34, 35. 

Celibacy of the clergy, rciiftcd with firm- 
. nefs by the church of Cambria, 552. 

Cenric , Ion of Cerdic, a Saxon chieftain, 
62, 70. 

Cerdic , with his fon Cenric, landed in 
Britain, and founded the kingdom of 
Weflex, 62. Landed with a large 
body of Saxons in Scotland, 65. En¬ 
gaged in feveral battles with king 
Arthur, 66—70. Reduced the Ifle of 
Wight, 71. 

Chamberlain , in the Welfh king’s palace, 
* 55 ' 

Chaplain , domeflic, in the Welfh king’s 
palace, 152. 

Chijler , battle of, between the Welfh and 
Saxons, 79. In the pofleffion of the 
Welfh till taken by king Egbert, 127. 
Had been demolimed by the Danes, 
and was rebuilt by Elfletfa, 141. Ed¬ 
gar received homage there from the 
princes of Wales, 176. 

- - Ranulph carl of, invades Wales, 

and himlclf and the greateft part of his 
army were flain, or taken prifoners, 
281. 

Chrijlianity , its introduction and progrefs 
among the Britons, 106, 536—552. 

Chriftians in Britain, fuftcred in Dioclc- 
fian’s perfccution, 539. 

Church of Cambria, preferved her inde¬ 
pendency on Rome, 551. 

Cilgeran , caftle of, taken from the Eng- 
lifh by Rhys ap Gryffydh, 302. 

Cil Owen, or Owen’s retreat, near St. 
Afaph, 288. 

Clare , Richard carl of, to whom Cncr- 
digan had been given by Henry I. 
murdered by Jorwerth, 269. His 
countefs befieged and gallantly refeued, 
269, 270. 

Claudius, the emperor, and his army, fub- 
.dued a great part of Britain, 5, 6. 
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Clergy, originally had no diftinCl parijhes 
or cures, 555. 

Code of laws formed by Howel Dha, 144 
—171. The’only edition of it pub- 
liflicd by Dr. Wotton, 170. 

Coel, foveretgn of North Wales, 22. His 
daughter Helena was married to the 
emperor Conflantius, ibid. 

Colgrin, a Saxon prince, defeated by king 
Arthur, 65. 

Columbi 7, St. an Irifh monk, promotes 
the gofpel among the Pi els and Scots, 
550. 

CommotSy two or more in a cantrev in 
the diviiion of Wales, 113,149. A 
cojnmot contained twelve manors, 149. 

Con/lansy fon of Conflantine, king of 
Britain, 37. Murdered by Vortigcrn’s 
guards, 38. 

Conjlantine the Great, enforced the obe¬ 
dience of the Britons, 20. 

Conjlantincy though of mean rank, was 
cle&ed kinj>; of Britain, 27. Pafled 
over into Gaul with an army, and 
was put to death by Honorius, ibid. 
Thofe who remained of his followers 
fettled in Armorica, 28. 

Conjlantine, brother to the king of Ar¬ 
morica, promoted to the Britim throne, 
32. Murdered by a Pi£l, 37. 

Co/Jlantine , the fon of Cador duke of 
Cornwall, fuccceded his uncle Aiihur 
in the-thronc of Britain, 73, 74. Was 
the lafl king of Britain ol the Corn¬ 
wall family; he afterwards engaged in 
a religious life, 74. 

Conjlantine the Black, the fon of Jm.o, 
was*flain in a battle with h.s coufiu 
Howel, 177. 

Conflantius , emperor, died at York, his 
character, 20. Married Helena, daugh¬ 
ter of Cod, foveroign of Noitli Wales, 
22. 

Conway, the water of, .111 arm of the fea 
in North Wales, 13 b. 

Conway, cafllc of, built by king Edarard, 

„ 494 - 

Cook, at the royal palace of Wales, 1 59. 

Cornwall family, one of the two branches 
of the imperial family of Biltabi, 4. 
Derived from Bran-np Llyr, a Jul.o 
of that province, 22. Several olefini- 
4 L oils 
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ous names in this family, ibid. The 
laft king of Britain of this family, 7a. 

Cornwall , earl of, lends his nephew to¬ 
ward the Englifji prince 4000 marks 
to carry on the war againft Llewelyn, 
402. 

Cornwall , earl of, regent, (king Edward 
being in France) marches into Wales 
with an army, to check the infur- 
re&ion of Rhys ap Meredydh, 512, 
513. Takes and demolifhes Rufiin 
and fome other caftles, and grants him 
a truce, 514. Again fummons the 
Englifh nobility to take up arms againft 
him, 515. 

Co/a, a Saxon leader, taken prifoner by 
the Britons, 62. 

Crida, with a numerous body of Saxons, 
having forced the Britons beyond the 
Severn, founded the kingdom of Mer¬ 
cia, 76. 

Criminal law of Howel Dha, 1 69—17 r. 

Croifades , preached by the archbifhop of 
Canterbury throughout Wales, 107. 

Cruelties of the Saxons, 57. 

- ■ " of the Wcllh, 236, 356. 

• . >■ of the Englifh, 240,241, 486. 

Cudred , king of the Weft Saxons, joined 
. the Welfh, and left them, 90. 

Cunobeline , a Britifh king, 6. 

Cup-bearer, at the royal palace of Wales, 
158. 

Cures , refidentiary, of the clergy in Wales, 
origin of, 556. 

CuflorAs , Englifh, laws and tenures, for 
the mod part, in the marches of Wales, 
231, 232. 

Cynur , an abbey of the Ciftercian order, 
a friar of which deceived the Englilh 
foldiers, 357, 358. 

Cynan Tindaethwy , eldeft fon of Roderic 
Moelwynoc, fuccecded to -the throne 
of North Wales, 91. His death, 124. 

Cynan , fon of Howel, afpiring to the 
government of North Wales, was flaia, 
184. 

Cynan, o.nly fon of Jago ap Edwal, 190. 
With the afliftance of the king of 
Dublin takes Gryffydh prince of North 
Wales prifoner, but is defeated, 193. 
In attempting to recover his inheri¬ 


tance, his fleet was destroyed or dif- 

perfed, 194, 195. 

Cynetha , prince of North Wales, nephew 
to Helena, 22* His Tons left the Strath- 
Clyde kingdom, and their defendants 
were the princes of North Wales, ibid. 

Cynetha , ap Cadwallon ap Gryffydh ap 
Cynan, had his eyes pulled out, and 
was caftrated by his uncle Owen 
Gwynedh, 283. 

Cynfrig ap Gronw, a bard, who mentions 
Madoc’s difeovery of America, 307 
note. 

D 

Damianut, fent by Eleutherius, to inftru£t 
the Welfh in the Chriftian faith, 106. 

Danes , began to infeft the coafts of Bri¬ 
tain, 123. Joined with the Welfh 
againft the Saxons, 126, 129. Their 
hoftilities againft the Welfh, 131,1409 

*4 r » *74» *77> *7 8 » *81—183. 

Daniel , abbot of Bangor in Flintfhire, 
afterwards bifhop of Bangor in Cacr- 
narvonfhire, 550. 

David, St. uncTe to king Arthur, and 
archbifhop of Wales, eradicated the 
opinions of Pclagius, 547. His age, 
death and burial, 548. 

David , college of St. After educated 
there, 131. 

David , city of St. ravaged by the Danes, 
and its bifhop flain, 181, 183. Seven 
fuftragan bifhops to that fee,' 548. 

David ap Owen Gwynedb, prince of 
North Wales, 306. Took Anglefey 
from his brothdr Roderic, whom he 
confined in prifon, 31 x. Married 
Emma, fifter to Henry II. and fent 
a thoufknd foldiers to afllft his brother- 
in-law in France, 312. Obliged by 
his brother Roderic to retire for fe- 
curity to the Englilh fide of the Con¬ 
way, 315. Yielded the fovereignty 
to Llewelyn ap Jorwerth, as the right 
heir to the crown, 319. Attempting 
to recover the fovereignty, was made 
prifoner and confined by Llewelyn, 

£ 22. He and his fon Owen flain by 
lewelyn at Conway, 329. 

9 David , 
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David, the younger fon of Llewelyn ap 
Jorwerth, the favourite of his father, 
369. Seized a great part of the territo¬ 
ries of his elder brother Gryffydh, and 
imprifoned him, 371, 372. Succeeds 
his father in'the government of North 

• Wales, 374. On his refufal to re- 
Icafe his brother, is excommunicated 
by the bifhop of Bangor, 377. His 
uncle king Henry advanced with an 
army againft him, 380. His treaty with 
Henry, 381. Did homage to Henry, 
and delivered up his brother Gryffydh 
to him, 382, 383. Offers to hold his 
dominions as a fief of the holy fee, 
386. Ravages the eftates of the Eng- 
ldh lords, 387, 388. Henry, with his 
Englifh and irilh fubje&s, dreadfully 
ravages Wales, 389—394. The death 
and burial of David, 395. 

David, the younger brother of Owen 
ap Gryffydh ap Llewelyn ap Jorwerth, 
being drawn by Owen to engage in 
hoftiTitics againft his brother Llewelyn 
prince of North Wales, was taken pri¬ 
soner and confined, 400. Fled into 
England, and engaged in the fervice 
of king Henry, 423. Was knighted 
in king Edward’s fervice, 442. His 
reconciliation with his brother Llew¬ 
elyn, and the occafion of it, 452, 453. 
His refufal to confent to take the crojs, 
and his anfwer to the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, 463, 466—468. On the 
death of Llewelyn, became prince of 
Wales, 485. Himfelfand family brought 
prifoners to king Edward, 487. Relics 
found on him prefented to the king, 
ibid. Condemned jtnd executed as a 
traitor, 489* His death dofed the only 
fovcrcignty which remained of the 
ancient Britifh empire, 22, 490. 

Davies' s. Dr. dictionary commended, 
112 note. 

Days of the week, names of, taken from 
the Saxon deities, 41. % 

Deira, Edwin king of, extended his con- 
quefts over all the Britifh territories 
in Wales, and the Ifle of Man, 82. 

--and Bernicia, united into the king¬ 
dom of Northumberland, 84* 


Denijbourru , in Northumberland, a battld 
there with the Saxons, in which Cad- 
wallon king of the Britons was (lain, 

85- 

Digamvy,. in Caernarvonfhire, the refi- 
dcnce of the prince of. Wales, was 
once a Roman ftation, 64, 87, 390. 
Dcftroyed by lightning, 123. Ke- 
built by the earl of Chcller, 330. By 
Henry III. 390, 393. Befieeed bv 
Llewelyn, 405. Taken and deftroyed 
by Llewelyn, 419. 

Dinevawr , in Caermarthcnfhire, ancient 
reftdencc of the princes of South 
Wales, 137, 283, 296. Befiegcd by 
Henry III. who was defeated by Llew¬ 
elyn, 402. Taken from the Englifti 
by Rhys ap Meredydh, 513. 

Dijerth, caftlc of, repaired by Henry III, 

385- 

Diverftons, of the ancient Welfh, 109— 
112. 

Door-keeper, at the royal palace in Wales, 
159. 

Druids, mafiacred by the Romans *, fomc 
retired into Ireland, and the i(lands of 
Scotland, 10, 11, 12- Expelled from 
Scotland, 540. 

Dubricius, eminent for piety and learning, 
had at one time 1000 fcholars, was 
bifhop of Llandaftj and afterwards 
primate of all Wales, 545—547. 

Dunotfyus, abbot of Bangor, 81. 

Dunivallon , prince of the Strath-Clwyd 
Britons who had fettled in North 
Wales, engaged in a religious life, 
176. 

Dyke , Offa’s, from the Dee to the Wye, 
93 > 94 * 

Dynwyllir , a caftlc,btiilt there, 294. 


E 

Eadbcrd, king of Northumberland, took 
Cacr-ar-C’lwyJ, the capital of the 
Strath-Clyde Britons, 90, 91. 

Eadred, earl of Mercia, defeated by the 
Britons, 139. 

Eaji Angles, the fifth kingdom of the 
Heptarchy, 70. 

4 L 2 Eb'fleets. 
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Ebsfieete, in the Ifle of Thanet, the Saxon 
auxiliaries land there, the place allotted 
for their refidence, 42. 

Edelfrid, king of Northumberland, or¬ 
dered the monks of Bangor to be cut 
in pieces, but was afterwards defeated, 
79—8x. 

Edjriduty king of Bernicia, aflaffinated 
by the Wclfh, 83, 84. 

' Edgar, king of England, exa&s of the 
prince of North Wales, the yearly 
payment of the heads of 300 wolves, 

173. Confirmed the privileges of the 
bilhopric of Bangor, and received 
homage of the Wclfh princes, 1 75, 
176. 

Ednertb ap Cadwgan, his fens drive the 
Normans from South Wales with great 
(laughter, 237. 

Edwal, a minor when his father Cad- 
walader the laft king of the Britons 
abdicated his throne, 87. 

Edwal Voel, king of North Wales, fuc- 
cecdcd his father Anarawd, and was 
{lain fighting againft the Englifh and 
Danes, 141, 142. 

Edwal ap Meyric, king of North Wales, 

174, 182. Slain in a battle with the 
Danes, 183. 

Edward, prince of Wales, fon of Henry 
III. received from his father the coun¬ 
try between Chelter and the river Con- 
way, 3QQ. The Wclfh and Llew¬ 
elyn having revolted, lie was obliged 
to retire before their army, 404. Is 
inclined to relinquiih his dominions 
iu Wales, 407. In the fubfcqucnt 
periods of his life, he purfued the un¬ 
fortunate Wclfh with a cruel and vin¬ 
dictive fpirit, bccaufe they exprefled 
reluctance to his fovereignty, 408. 
Arrives from France, and inarches 
againft Llewelyn, 419. Was recalled 
by his father, 420. Engaged in a 
♦ roifade to the Holy Land, 427. Re¬ 
turns at the death of his father, and 
is crowned at Weftminfter, 428. Re¬ 
paired to Chcftcr, and fummoned 
Llewelyn to do homage, 430. Detains 
Eleanor, to whom Llewelyn was be¬ 
trothed, 433. Determined to obtain 
the entire conqueft of Wales, ibid. 


E 

His efforts for that purpofc, 434—438. 
His treaty with Llewelyn, 440—444. 
He had the coffin of ^Arthur opened 
at Glaftonbury, 446. Held a parlia¬ 
ment there, ibid. Pardons Llewelyn 
on his fubmiffion, 447. Delivers up 
to him Eleanor, 448. Attempts to im- 
pofe on the Wclfh the Englifh juris¬ 
prudence, 450, 451- Remarkable adlion 
of his, 451,452 note. His preparations 
for the conqueft of Wales, 455, 456. 
His march into Wales, and hoftilities 
there, 456—458, 469, 470. Was in 
a dangerous fituation, 471. Meanly 
infulted the remains of Llewelyn, 483, 
484. Subdued the inhabitants of 
Snowdun and ail the country, 486. 
Proceeded againft David the laft fove- 
reign of Wales as a traitor, 488—490. 
Annexed Wales to the crown of Eng¬ 
land, 492. Introduced the whole fyf- 
tem of Englifh jurifprudence, and 
granted the Wclfh their liberties, and 
great privileges, 492—495. Ordered 
all the bards to be hanged, 496. Sent 
for the queen to Caernarvon, where 
fhe was delivered of prince Edward, 
508. 

Edwin, king of Deira, conquered Wales 
and the Jfic of Man, 82. He and his 
fon (lain in battle, 83. 

Edwyn, eldeft fon of Einion, heir to 
South Wales, 179. Obliged the chief¬ 
tains to acknowledge his fovereignty, 
182. 

Egbert, king of the Weft Saxons, invaded 
Wales, 125. United the Saxon Hep¬ 
tarchy into one kingdom, ibid. Took 
Chefter, and affixed the penalty of 
death to every Welfhman who paffed 
the limits of Offa’s dyke, 126, 127. 

Einion TJrdd, an eminent Britifh prince, 
fon of Cynetha, 25. 

Einion ap Owen ap Howel Dha, prince 
of South Wales, annexed Gwyr to 
his/ather’s dominions, 174,176. His 
death and charadter, 178, 179. 

Elbodius, archbifhop of Nortn Wales, 

559 - 

Eleanor , daughter of Simon de Mont- 
ford, and niece to Henry III. betrothed 
to Llewelyn, 431, Detained at court 

by 
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by Edward, 432. Married to LItw- 
clyn, 448- Died in childbed; 450. 

Eleanor , queen to Edward, 446. 

Eleuthcrius , bifhop of Rome, fent mif- 
ftonaries to inftrudt the Welfh, jo6. 

•Eficda, rebuilt Cheftcr, 141. 

Elis , fon of Anarawd, flain in a battle 
with the Englifh and Danes, 141,1-42. 

jElla, a Saxon, king of Suflcx, 59,60. 

Emma , fitter to Henry II. -married to 
David prince of North Wales, 312. 

England , received its name from Egbert, 
126. 


kings of, contemporary with 


u ' a 

the princes of North Wales, 

Egbert began to reign, A. 

Ethel wolf 

Ethelbald 

Ethclbert 

Ethel red I. 

Alfred the Great 
Edward the Elder 
Athelftan 
Edmund I. 

Edrcd 

Edwy 

Edgar 

Edward the Martyr 
Ethelred II. 

Edmund Ironfrde 
Canute 

Harold Harcfoot 
Hardiknutc 
Edward the Confcflor 
Harold 

William the Conqueror - 
William Rufus 
Henry I. - 


D. 828. 
838. 
857. 
860. 
866 . 
872. 
900". 
925. 
941. 
948. 
955- 
959- 
975* 
978. 

1016. 

1017. 
1036. 
1030. 
204 r. 
1066. 
1066. 
1087. 
1 100. 
i*35- 
1154. 
1189. 
1199. 
1216. 


Stephen 
Henry II. 

Richard I. 

John 

Henry III. 

Edward I. 

Englijh) received a 
the \JfeHh, 268. 
of North Wales, 337. 
——barons revolt from Henry III. 

and join with Llewelyn, 360. 

F.ppa , a Saxon, poifoned Ambrofius, 61. 
Efcoy Ion of Heugift, took refuge in York, 


. - 1272. 

terrible blow from 
Entirely driven out 


r fro.'Taken by the Britons, 62. SJain 
, iai battle, 63. 

..Ejjixy Suflcx, Middlefcx and Kent, given 
to Hengift by Vortigern, 46, 56. 
EffiXy from whence its name, 59. 

Efyllty daughter to Cynan Tindaethwy, 
. with her huiband Mervyn V rych, fuc- 
ceeded her father in the government 
of North Wales, 124., 125. 

Ethelbald, king of Mercia, fuccefsful in 
his hoftilitics againftthe Welfh, 89,90. 
■Ethelwulphy king of England, aflifts the 
king of Mercia againtt the Welfh, 
129. 

Euda , duke of Cornwall, cle&cd to the 
fovereign dignity, 24. 


F 

Faganusy a milfionary for the converfion 
of the Wellh, 106. 

Fitzbammon, Roberty undertook to fub- 
jugate the Wellh, 222—224. 

Fitzu/arretty lord, warden of the marches, 

264. 

Fleance , a Scot, had a fon by Nett, 
daughter of Gryffydh ap Llewelyn, 
from whom the family of the Stuarts 
was derived, 204, 205. 

Flemings , a colony of, fettled in South 
Wales by Henry I. 251. Others of 
the fame country permitted to fettle 
among them in the province of Pem¬ 
broke by Henry II. 284. 

Fortifications , lines of, eredled in- Cale¬ 
donia by Agricola, 17. Line of, from 
the Tyne to Solway frith, eredlcd by 
Adrian, 18. This rampart fortified 
by Severus, 19. Again fortified by 
the Romans, 28. 

Franiion, Adam de , killed Llewelyn ap 
Gryffydh, prince of Wales, 477. 


G 

Games, Wclfh, an account of, where to 
be found, 112 note. 

Gate-keepery at the royal palace in Wales, 

161. 


Gavel- 
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GViw/ <f/W, property divided by, among 
the Britons, 3,124, 231. Cuftom of, 
a fatal fource of diurels to the Wclfh, 
264. 

Gauls , Britain colonifed by, 1. 

Germain , St. a miffionary in Britain, 
35, 36, 106, 544—546. Attempted 
to eitabljfh a naval force, 37. 

Gildas , the hiftorian, difciplc of St. Ger¬ 
main, 546. Cenfured Maelgwyn, 75. 

Giraldus Cambrenjis , his defcription of the 
manners of the ancient Wellh, 97— 
108. 

G la ft anbury , Arthur interred there, 446. 
A parliament held there by Edward, 
ibid. 

Gryffydb ap Cynan, aflerts his right to the 
crown of N orth Wales, 214. Succeeds 
Trahaearn, who was flain in battle, 
216. Betrayed into the hands of the 
Englifh, and remained long in cap¬ 
tivity, 217,218. Refcued from prifon, 
234. Unable to defend Anglefey, he 
withdrew into Ireland, 240. Returned 
two years after, and concluded a peace 
with the Englifh, 242. Repaired to 
Henry’s court, and was received with 
honour, 2 55. Contrary to honour and 
fribndfhip, -would have delivered up 
Gryffydh ap Rhys to Henry, 256,257. 
At Henry’s death, joined the Welth 
in their general revolt from the Eng¬ 
lifh, 265. His death and burial, 27 x. 
His character, 271—273. 

Gryffydh ap Gwenwynwyn, one of the 
chieftains in Powys, banifhed by Llew¬ 
elyn, 408. Returned to his allegiance, 
and took and demolifhed the caftle of 
Mold, 420. 

Gryffydb ap Llewelyn ap Seifyllt, having 
defeated and flain Jago ap Edwal, fuc- 
ceeded him in the government of 
North Wales, 190. Received the fub- 
- million of the inhabitants of South 
Wales, 191. but was oppofed by 
Howel and other competitors, 191— 
193. Joins with Algar earl of Chefter 
in ravaging the borders of England, 
196, 197. Had a narrow efcape from 
the Englifh, 109. His country fub- 
dued in his abfence, 200, 201. Put 


to death by his own fubjc£ts, 202. His 
character, 202, 203. 

Gryftydh ap Llewelyn ap Jorwerth, was 
very brave, 328. Undutiful to his 
father, 248. imprifoned by his father 
fix years, 367. His younger brother* 
David feized on a great part of his 
territories, and imprifoned him, 371, 
372. Efforts for his releafe while Da¬ 
vid reigned, 376—380. Received from 
David by Henry, and confined in the 
Tower, 383. Killed in an attempt to 
efcape, 384. His remains honourably 
interred, 399. 

Gryffydb ap MaJoc, lord of Dinas-Bran, 
fubmitted to Llewelyn, 408,4x0. His 
death and burial, 427 note. 

Gryffydb Matlor , fon of Madoc ap Mcrc- 
dydh, his death, 317. 

Gryffydb ap Rhys ap Tewdwr, having 
remained in Ireland for fafety, returned 
at the age of twenty-five into South 
Wales, 254. For fear of king Henry, 
feeks protection with Gryffydh ap Cy¬ 
nan king of North Wales, 255. Makes 
his efcape from Gryffydh, to avoid 
being delivered up to Henry, 256,257. 
Takes feveral fortreffes from the Eng¬ 
lifh, 257,258. The chieftains of Caer- 
digan cfpoufe his caufc, 258, 259. His 
death and character, 270. 

Gryffydb ap Rhytherch ap Jcftyn, in 
endeavouring to wreft South Wales 
from Gryffydh king of North Wales, 
loft his life, 195, 196. 

Gryffydh ap yr Ynad Coch , a bard, 481. 

Gueniver , Arthur’s queen, 71, 73. 

Gutwin Owen, a poet, 307 note. 

Gvttdir family, hiftory of, 493 note. 

Gvienlhian , an ailertion concerning her 
contradicted, 266 note. 

Gwenwynwyn , lord of the higher Powys, 
fon of Gwen Cyveilioc, his hoftilitics 
with the Englifh, 323, 324. Made 
his fubmiffion to Llewelyn, 327. De¬ 
tained by the Englifh at Shrewfbury, 
and Llewelyn gained pofteffion of his 
territories, 329. Joins with king John 
m his vaftal, 330, 331. His territories 
laid wafte by" Llewelyn, 340. Was 
fttcceedcd by his fon Gryftydh, 378. 

Gwyr , 
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Gwyr t taken and laid watte by Einion 
the fon of Owen, 174, 176. and by 
Meredydh and Rhys, 282. 

Gwys, the caftle of, taken by the fons 
of Gryffydh ap Rhys,. 279. Deftroyed 
by Llewelyn, 347. 


H 

Harlech , caftle of, in North Wales, 75, 
136. 

Harold , fon of earl Godwin, marched 
into North Wales, 197,199. Subdued 
the country, 201. Erefled a fplcndid 
houfe at Portafkewith, 205. His death, 
and the confequence, 207. 

Hawks , the matter of, at the royal pa- 
lace in Wales, 153. 

Heir apparent to the king of North 
Wales, 151. 

Helena , daughter of Coel prince of North 
Wales,* married to the emperor Con- 
ftantius, 22. 

Helena , daughter of Euda duke of Corn¬ 
wall, and king of Britain, 24. 

Hengifi , a Saxon prince, aflifts the Bri¬ 
tons, 41—43. Fcafts the Britifh king 
Vortigcrn, and gives him his daugh¬ 
ter Rowenna in marriage, 45, 46. 
Made fovereign of Kent, and has the 
pofl'effionof Eflex, SufTex, and Middle- 
lex, 46. Fights againft the Britons 
by land and fea, 50. Obliged with his 
troops to retire into Germany, 51. 
Returns into Britain with four thou- 
fand Saxons, and impofes on Vorti- 
gern, 53, 54. Maflacircd above 300 
of the Britifh nobility, 55. Is con¬ 
firmed in the pofTeflton of his fdrmer 
territories, 56. Sends for more Sax¬ 
ons, and plants colonies in Eflex and 
Middlesex, 59. Is defeated, taken pri- 
foner, and beheaded by Ambrofius, 6o. 

Henry 1 . fettled a colony of Flemings 
in South Wales, 251. Prepares to 
fubdue the Welfh, 251—253- Makes 
peace with them, 254. Invites and 
entertains Gryffydh king of North 
Wales, 255,256. His wicked mea- 
fures againft Gryffydh ap Rhys, 260. 
Marches with an army into Wales, 


262—264. His death, and the confe¬ 
quence, 265. 

Henry II. permits the Flemifh foldicrs 
to fettle among their countrymen in 
the province of Pembroke, 284* At¬ 
tempts the conqueft of Wales, 285— 
289. Receives the fubmiflion of Owen. 
Gwynedh prince of Wales and the 
chieftains, 290, 291. His hoftilitics 
with the revolted Welfh, 297—301. 
Ordered the eyes of the hoftages to 
be pulled out, 301. Makes peace with 
Rhys ap Gryffydh, and goes into Ire¬ 
land, 308. Appoints Rhys ap Gryf¬ 
fydh chief juftiec of South Wales, 
10. Gives to David prince of Wales 
is fitter Emma in marriage, 312. 
His death, 317. 

Henry III, receives the homage of Llew¬ 
elyn prince of Wales, 344. • Rebuilds 
the caftle of Montgomery, 347. Made 
an inglorious campaign in Wales, 352, 
353. Applied to the Pope for fpiritual 
aid, who excommunicated Llewelyn, 
357. Made a treaty with Llewelyn, 
359. His hoftilities with the revolted 
barons in connection with the Welfh, 
360—365. Made peace with them, 
366, 367. Employs the bifhops of 
Chefter and Hereford in a negotiation 
with Llewelyn, for holding his do¬ 
minions as a fief of the Englifh crown, 
370. His treaty with David prince of 
Wales, in which arbitrators were ap¬ 
pointed to fettle all matters-in dis¬ 
pute, 375. Orders David to releafe 
his elder brother Gryffydh from im- 
prifonment, 378'. Receives homage 
from David, 381. Imprifons Gryffydh 
and his eldeft fon Owen in the Tower, 
383. Gives to his eldeft fon Edward 
the title of prince of Wales, 385. 
Entered into Wales at the head of his 
army, and rebuilt the cattle of Di- 
ganwy, 390, 391. Makes peace with 
Owen and Llewelyn ap Gryffydh, 398, 
399. Conducts the war againft Llew¬ 
elyn, 405—407, 409. Makes a truce 
with him, 413, 417. Was thrown 
with his fon Edward into the hands 
of the earl of Leicefter, 421. Obtains 
his liberty, 425 Makes a treaty with 

'Uew- 
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Llewelyn, 426, 427. His death, 
428. 

Hereditary fucccflion of princes, negleft 
of, a fource of mifery, 213. 

Hereford, bilhop of, flain at Glaftonbury 
by Llewelyn, 198. 

Hermits., among the ancient Welfh, 109. 

Hobart, conducted the remains of the 

• Strath-Clydc Britons into that part 
which lies between the Dee and the 
Conway, 138, 139. 

Holywell , more ftrongly fortified by the 
earl of Chcfter, 330. 

Honorius, the emperor, renounced the 
fovercignty of Britain, 28. 

Hope cattle, king Edward obliged to re¬ 
tire into, 457, 458. 

Horfa, a Saxon prince, comes to affift: 
the Britons, with his brother Hengift, 
41. 

Harfe, matter of the, to the king of 
Wales, 155. 

Hounds , matter of the, to the king of 
Wales, 157. 

Howel , king of Armorica, attifts his uncle 
Arthur againft the Saxons, 66. Is 
a flitted in Armorica by Arthur, 70,71. 

Howel, the younger fon of the late king 
Rodcric Moclwynoc, contends with 
his brother Cynan for the ifland of 
Mona, 124. 

Howel Dha , prince of South Wales, ob¬ 
tained the fovercignty of Powys and 
North Wales, and united the three 
principalities into one kingdom, 143. 
Collected the cuftoms and laws of 
Wales into one code, J43—145. His 
death and character, 146. His laws, 
147—171. 

Howel, the fon of Jcuay, defeats his 
uncle Jago, depofes his father, and 
attains to the fovercignty of North 
Wales, 174, 175. Puts out the eyes 
of his uncle Meyric, 174. Defeats 
Alfred earl of Mercia, 178. Was 
flain fighting againft the Engiifh, 179* 

Howel and Mcredydh, fons of Edwyn, 
ail'affinatc Llewelyn ap Seil'yllt, 188. 
Are excluded from the fucceftion of 
South Wales, 189. Howel driven into 
exile, 190, 1 y 1. His wife taken by 


Gryffydh ap Llewelyn, 191. Howel 
flain in battle, 193. 

Howel, and his brother Rhys ap Owen, 
youngeft fon of Howel Dha, were 
murdered, 215. 


Jago ap Beli, prince of North Wales, 
founded the deanery of Bangor, 79. 

Jago, fon of Edwal Vocl, with his bro¬ 
ther Jeuav, fetting afide their cider 
brother Meyric, fucceedcd Howel Dha 
in the government of North Wales, 

171. and foon conquered South Wales, 

172. Paid the king of England the 
heads of three hundred wolves, as a 
yearly tribute, 173. Jago imprifons 
Inis brother Jeuav, and his country is 
greatly dittrefled, 173, 174. Being 
defeated by Howel, fon of Jeuav, he 
retires into England, 174, 175. By 
the affiftance of Edgar, obtains an 
equal (hare in his government of North 
Wales, with Howel, 175. Was im- 
prifoned by Howel, but allowed to 
enjoy during life his portion of terri¬ 
tory, 177. 

Iceni, a lfritifh nation, revolted from the 
Romans, and were reduced to obe¬ 
dience, 7. 

Ida, a Saxon, founded the kingdom of 
Northumberland, 74. 

Jeuav , the fecond anu Jago the third fon 
of Edwal Voel, fetting afide their elder 
brother Meyric, aftumed the govern¬ 
ment of North Wales, 171. Became 
the entire fove.reigns of Wales, 172. 
Jeuav is imprifoned by Jago, 173, 
174. Delivered out of' prifon, but 
depofed by his own fon Howel, who 
fucceeds him in the government of 
North Wales, 174, 175. 

Jejlyn ap Gwrgaint, lord of Glamorgan, 
with the affiftance of Normans, con¬ 
quer Rhys ap Tcwdwr, prince of 
South Wales, 221,222. Is difpoflefled 
of his territories by the Normans, 224. 

I/tutus, one of the principal fathers of 
the Cambrian church, 64, 546. 

Infur- 
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InfurreRiom in Wales after Edward I. 
had conquered it, by Rhys ap Mere- 
dydh, 512, 513, si 5 > 5*6.-by MacI- 
gwyn Vychan, Morgan, and Madoc, 
5*7—-522. by Gryffydh Llwyd and 
Owen Glendwrdwy, 523. 

Joan, a daughter of king John, given 
in marriage to Llewelyn, 328. 

John, king, his treaty with Llewelyn ap 
Jorwerth, prince of North Wales, 
324—326. Gives Llewelyn, his 
daughter Joan in marriage, 328. His 
expedition againft him, 331, 332. 
Concludes a peace with him, 333. 
Prepares an army to punilh his revolt, 
and orders his hoftages to be hanged, 
335. Difmiflcd his army, and returned 
to London, 337. Solicits in vain the 
aid of Llewelyn againft his rebellious 
fubjedls, 340. His death, 341. 

Jonaval, eldeft fon of Meyric, the eldeft 
fon of Edwal Voel, murdered by his 
coufin Cadwallon, 180. 

Jorwerth, one of the princes of Powys, 
fon of Bleddyn ap Cynvyn, a {lifts 
Henry I. but is jlifgraced and im- 
prifoned, 243, 244. Is rcleafed and 
reftored to his territory, 247. Treach- 
eroufly murdered, 248. 

Jorwerth, lord of Caer Lleon upon 
Ufke, ejected by Henry II. 308. Re¬ 
covered the city and caftlc, 311. 

Jorwerth, eldeft Ion of Owen G wynedh, 
fet afide from the fuccelfion on ac¬ 
count of a perfonal blemilh, 306, 319. 

Irijh, invade Anglefey, 25, 26, 142, 
173, 214, 390. Their fleet defeated 
by Llewelyn, 406, 407. 

/the/, fon of Gryffydh ap Llewelyn, flain 
in battle, 208. 

Judge of the palace, at the court of the 
ancient Wellh, 154. 

Julius Frontinus, a Roman general in 
Britain, 15. 

Julius, a martyr in Britain, 539. 

'Ivor,, fon of Alan, obtained the fove- 
reignty of the weftern part of Britain, 
including Saxons and Bretons, 88. 
Retired to a cloifter, ibid. 

Jurifprudence , eftablilhod by Howel Dha, 
164—171. 


K 

Kent, Hengift inverted with the fove- 
rcignty of, 46. 

Kentwyn, king of the Weft Saxons, 88. 

Kenulp/x, king of Mercia, makes great 
devaluations in Wales, 125. 

Kettel, a fevere battle at, between the 
Wellh and Saxons, 128. 

Kingly office permitted by the Romans 
in many provinces of Britain, ur. 

King's prerogatives by the laws of Howel 
Dha, 147—151. 

Kynwric Lite, his bold and generous en¬ 
terprise, 234. 


L 

Lands in ancient Wales, diviiions and 
tenures of, 113—122. 

Lava, criminal, of Howel Dha, 169— 

tyt. 

Laws of Howel Dha, (47—171. 

Llandovery caftlc taken by Rhys ap Me- 
redydh, 513. 

Llanwanoc, battle of, between the Danes 
and the Wellh, 178. 

Llewelyn ap Scifyllt, by right of his wile 
Angharad, daughter of Meredydh, 
fucceedcd to the principality of South 
Wales, 183. Difpoflcffed Aid an king 
of North Wales of his royalty and 
life, and fuccccded him, 185. Put an 
end to a rebellion in South Wales, 
186,187. Erected the caftlc or Rhtidd- 
lan, 188. Was aftaffinated, ibid. 

Llewelyn and his brother Gronw, the fons 
of Cadwgan ap Bleddyn, raile an in - 
furre&ion in South Wales, to re¬ 
venge the murder of their grandfather, 
a*5- 

Llewelyn ap Jorwerth obtains the fove- 
reignity of North Wales as his right, 
in preference to David his uncle, 319. 
His treaty of peace with England, 
324—326. Receives homage from 
the Wellh chieftains, 327. Received 
Joan, a daughter of king John, in 
marriage, 328. His hoftilities in 
4 M South 
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South Wales, and fucccfs againft king 
John, 329—337. Excommunicated 
by the Pope, 338. Refufes aid to 
king John, 341. Does homage to 
Henry III. 344. Gave one of his 
daughters in marriage to John de 
Bruce, a powerful baron, and another 
to the nephew of the earl of Chefter, 
346. Violates the peace with Henry, 
346, 347. PuniXhed the difobedience 
of his fon Gryffydh, 348. His hot 
tilitics. with the earl of Pembroke, 
349—351. His treaty with Henry, 
353. ruts William de Bruce to death, 
and for what caufe, 354. His con¬ 
federacy with the revolted barons, 
and hoftilities with Henry, 355-—365. 
'Treaty of peace, 366, 367. Releafes 
his fon Gryffydh after fix years con¬ 
finement, 367. Received the oaths of 
allegiance from the chieftains in Wales, 
who like wile did homage to his fon 
David, 369. Loft his vigour of mind, 
and gave notice to Henry that he was 
willing to hold his dominions as a fief 
of the F.nglifh crown, 370. His 
death and eh a rafter, 373, 374. 

Llewelyn ap Gryffydh, with his brother 
Owen, fuccecd their uncle David ap 
Llewelyn in the principality of North 
Wales, 397. Paid homage to Henry 
HI. 399. Llewelyn routs his bro¬ 
ther’s army, and is in the foie pof- 
feflion of what remained of the mu¬ 
tilated kingdom, 400. Revolts from 
Henry, 400—402. His hoftilities and 
fucccfs, 403—406. Bis addrefs to 
his followers, 410. His truce with 
Henry, 411. Conditions of peace 
ratified, 416. His confederacy with 
the earl of Leiceftet, 418, 422—424. 
His treaty with king Henry, 426, 
427. Refufes to repair to Shrewlbury 
to do homage to king Edward, unlefa 
hoftages were given, 429. Had been 
betrothed to Eleanor, daughter to the 
earl of Leicefter, and niece to king 
Henry, 431. Demands her of king 
Edward, 434. His country pofiefled 
by the Engliih army, 440. Treaty 
granted him by Edward, to whom he 
fworc fealty, 44c—444. His mar¬ 


riage with Eleanor celebrated in the 
prefence of the king, 448. Suf- 
tained a fevere lofs by her death, 
450. He and his brother David ex¬ 
cite a general infurreftion in Wales, 
454. The revolt fupported, and nc- 

f otiation is without effeft, 45 5—468. 
.caves David to guard the pafies of 
the mountains, and marches with a 
body of forces to South Wales, 474. 
His troops defeated and himfeif {lain, 
477,478. His charafter, 480. Ex- 
traft from his elegy, 481. His head 
fixedon the Tower, 484. His daughter, 
her education and marriage, 480 note* 
Lloegria , the ancient name or England, 2. 
Lloyd, Rev. John, commended, 504 
note. 

Llwyd, Nathan, a chieftain of North 
Wales, who joined king Arthur, 67. 
Lollius Urbicus, a Roman general in 
Britain, 18. 

London, its ancient names, 12. 

Lucius, king, faid to be a chrillian, about 
the end of the fecond century, 106, 
537- 


M 

Afadoc ap Rind, murdered bis uncle 
Jorwerth, 248, and his other uncle. 
Gadwgan, 249. Had his eyes put 
out, 250. 

Madoc ap Meredydh, prince of Powys, 
excites Henry II. to invade North 
Wales, 285. His death, 294. 

Madoc, a fon of Owen Gwynedh, is faid 
to have difeovered America, and to 
have fettled theic with fome of his 
countrymen, 307. 

Madoc, an illegitimate fon of Llewelyn 
ap Gryffydh, affumed the title of 
prince, and excited an infurreftion, 
5x7. The occafion and fucccfs of the 
revolt, 516, 518. He was routed, 
taken, and imprifoned in the Tower, 
522. 

Muelgwyn, cldeft fon of Cafwallon-law- 
hir, and nephew to king Arthur, 
reigned in that part which is now 

called 



called North Wales, 64. Klciflcd 
■king of Britain, 75. 

Mdelgwyn Vychan, conduced a revolt in 
Pembroke, and was executed, 51b’, 
5 ' 9 * 

Magnus, the fon of Harold king of 
Norway, took pofleflion of the Ork¬ 
neys and the Hie of Man, and a flirted 
the Wcllh againft the Englifli, 241. 

Man , the Iflc of, conquered by Edwin 
king of Deira, 82. Alcrvin V’rvch, 
king of, 124, 125. 

Manners and character of the ancient 
Wclfh, 97—122. 

Manor , one, in the ancient diviflon of 
lands, contained four townfhips, 149. 

Manufiripts , one referred to in the 
poileflion of Philip Lloyd Fletcher, 
Efq; 233, 239. One of Edward 
Llwyd in Sir John Seabright’s col¬ 
lection, 32 r. 

Marches , the lords of the, crtablilhed in 
Wales, 224, 225. An account of 
them, 227—232. Two of thole lords 
rebelled againft Henry, 243. 

AlaJJdcres by the Saxons; of above 300 
of the Britilh nobility, 55. Of the 
monks of Bangor, 80, 555. Of the 
Welfh, 96. 

Muller of the palace, an officer at the 
Britilh court, 152. 

Mat hr aval, in Montgomeryfhire; the 
palace of the princes of Powys there, 

94» *37- 

Maximus , a Roman general, married a 
daughter of Euda duke of Cornwall, 
and having ufurped the empire, was 
put to death, 24. 

Mead-brewer at the Britilh court, 158. 

Alenai , a ftrait which feparates Anglcfey 
from the coart of Caernarvon, parted 
over on horfeback by the Romans 
under the command of Agricola, 16. 
Many of the Englilh there loft their 
lives, 470. 

Meirion Goch, betrayed Gryffydh prince 
of North Wales into the hands of the 
Englilh, 217. 

Mercia, kingdom of, founded by Crida, 76. 

Aferedydh , king of South Wales, Sr. 

Meredydh , prince of Powys, fon of Owen 
prince of South Wales, flew the 


ulurpcr C.ulwallon, and became king 
ot North Wales, 180. Difregarding 
the rights of the fons of Einion tu"* 
eldcft brother, he fuccecded bis ft thet¬ 
as prince of South Wales, j 8 i. De¬ 
forced the government of North Wale-, 
182. His death, 183. 

Meredydh the fon of Kdwyn, ap Einion ap 
Owen ap Howcl Dha, with his broth. 1 
Howcl, aflaflinated Llewelyn ap Sei- 
fvllt, 188. Was himfelf aflalfinatcd, 
190. 

Meredydh , eldcft fon of Owen ap Edwyn, 
prince of South Wales, 203, 205. 

Meredydh ap Bleddyn ap Cyuvyn, prince 
of Powys, delivered, himfelf up to 
Henry, 252. Makes peace with him, 
254. His death, 265. 

Meredydh ap Gryffydh ap Rhys j his 
death, 284. 

Meredydh ap Rhys, a poet, 307; 

Meredydh ap Rhys ap Rhys ap Gryffydh, 
revolted from the Wcllh confederacy 
to the Englifli, 412. Held his terri¬ 
tory immediately from the king, 426. 

Merlin , a prophecy ot, 471. There 
were two Merlins, 86. 

Mervyn Vryeh , king of Man, married 
Efyllt daughter of Cynan Tindaethwv 
king of North Wales, and fucceeded 
her father in the government, 124, 
125. His death, 128. 

Mervyn ap Roderic prince of Powys, 
137. His death, 141. 

Metropolitan Ice removed from Caer 
Lleon to Mencviai now St. David, 
, 548 . 

Meyric, prince of South Wales, 66. 

Meyric , eldcft fon of Edwal Voel, fet 
alide from the fucceffion, and had his 
eyes put out, 174, 

Meyric , a chieftain, rebels, and is flain 
by Llewelyn, 186. 

Middlefex , flcngift put in pofleflion of, 
4&» 56- 

Mih I''it so Walter , his brave adlion of 
refeuing the countefs of Clare, 269, 
2/°- 

Moei-y-donn , a point of land in Angle- 
ley, 4 t»). 

Mold , callle of, in Flintlhirc, taken and 
Udlroyed by the Wcllh, 278, 279. 

4 M 2 Taken 
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Taken, and all the garrifon put to the 
fword by David ap Llewelyn, 388. 
Taken and demolished by GryfFydh ap 
Gwenwynwyn, 420. 

Mona, (Ifle of Anglelcy) Suetonius firft 
penetrated to it, 10. Conquered by 
Suetonius and Agricola, 13, 16. The 
rcfldcnce of Cafwallon prince of Cam¬ 
bria, 34. Conquered by Edwyn king 
of Dcira, 82. See Anglefey. 

Monmouth , John lord of, warden of 
the marches, his troops defeated, 363, 
3 6 +* 

Montgomery , cattle of, befieged and le¬ 
velled to the ground by the Welfh, 
236, 237. Rebuilt by Henry III. 347. 
Taken by Llewelyn ap Jorwcrth, 356. 

Mordred, appointed by his uncle Arthur 
regent of Britain, proved a traitor, 
and was {lain, 71—73. His two fons 
murdered, 74. 

Morgan , and other chieftains who had 
revolted, fubmit to Edward, 519. 

Morgtntuy the thirty-third bi/hop of St. 
David, murdered by pirates, 549. 

Morva Rhudd-lan , an ancient ballad, 96. 

Mujician, the chief, at the Britifh court, 
162, 163. 


N 

Naval power, the Britons negleded to 
eftablifh, 77,- qj, 188. 

Nennius , firft of the Britifh hiftorians 
who mentions the bards, 498. 

Nero , was inclined to relinquifh the con- 
queft of Britain, 14. 

Ne'/ly daughter of GryfFydh ap I Jewel yn, 
bad an illegitimate fon named Walter, 
who was the origin of the royal houfe 
of Stuart, 204, 205. Was married 
to Trahaearn ap Caradoc, king of 
North Wales, 202, 213. 

Njfy daughter of Rhys ap Tewdwr, con¬ 
cubine to Henry I. and had two fens 
by him, 254. Afterwards married to 
Gerald de Windfor, governor of Pem¬ 
broke cattle, Hid. Carried off by 
Owen ap Cadwgan, 245, 246. 

Nobility, Britifh, maffacred by Hengift, 
Si¬ 
'S 


Norman nobility undertook the conqueft 
of Wales, and many of them fettled 
there, 239. 

Northumberland, Saxons fettle there, 47. 
Kingdom of, founded, 74. Edwyn 
king of, fell in battle, 83. 

Noriuegiant afltft the Welfh againft the 
Englifh, 241. 


O 

Oita, the fon of Hengift, 47, 60. Hi* 
death, 63. 

Offa, king of Mercia, his hoftilities with 
the inhabitants of South Wales, 92, 
95, 96. and death, 96. His Dyke, 
the difcriminating line between the 
Welfh and Englifh, 93, 94, 203. 

Officers of the houfhold of the king of 
Wales, 152—163. 

Orcades fubdued by the Saxons, 47. 

Ordovices, a Britifh nation in North 
Wales, conquered by the Romans, 
8,10,15,16. 

Ofricy king of Deira, flain by Cadwal- 
lon, 83. 

Ojloriuty Scapula , Roman general in 
Britain, 6, 7. His death, 10. 

O/wald, united the crowns of Deira and 
Bernicia into the kingdom of North¬ 
umberland, 84. His battle with the 
Britons, in which Cadwallon was 
flain, 84, 85. 

Owen ap Eduiyn lord of Engleficld, 
traiteroufly joined the Englifh, 239, 
240. Was fucccedcd in his lordfhip 
by his fon Gronw, 251. 

Owen ap Cadwgan carries off Neft, the 
beautiful wife of Gerald, the governor 
of Pembroke caftle, 245, 246. Mur¬ 
dered a bifhop and all his attendants, 
247. Accepted a com mills on from 
Henry I. to aflaffinate GryfFydh ap 
Rhys, 260. Was flain by the forces 
of Gerald, 262. 

Owen ap Caradoc, in the defence of the 
caftle of Caermarthett for Henry, was 
flain, 257, 258. 

Owen Gwynedh , on the death of his 
father GryfFydh ap Cynan, under the 
newly adopted title of prince , fuc- 

ceedcd 
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cceded as fovcreign of North Wales, 
275. Made a tTiird fuccefsful expe¬ 
dition into South Wales, ibid. Le¬ 
velled the cattle of Mold to the ground, 
279. Pulled out the eyes of his 
nephew Cynetha, and caufed him to 
be caftrated, 283. Being attacked 
by Henry II. he lubmitted to do him 
homage, 285—290. Revolted in a 
general confederacy with the other 
chieftains of Wales, 297. Took the 
caille of Bafingwerk lately fortified by 
Henry, 202. His*death and character, 
304—306. 

Owen ap Gryffydh ap Llewelyn confined 
with his father in the Tower, 383. 
Afterwards taken into Henry’s favour, 

g )7- On the death of his uncle 
avid ap Llewelyn, he and his brother 
Llewelyn eledled joint fovereigns of 
North Wales, ibid. They conclude 
a peace with Henry, 398, 399. Owen 
not enduring a partner in the go¬ 
vernment, fights with Llewelyn and 
is taken prifoner, and confined, 400. 
By Llewelyn’s treaty with Edward, 
Owen is releafed from prifon and re¬ 
ceives his forfeited eftate, 442. 


Palace Smith , at the Britilh court, 162. 

Pall from the Pope deferibed, 552. 

Pandulph , a Saxon general (lain, 68. 

Parijhes, no diftindt, for the clergy at 
firft, 551. The inftitution of, oc- 
cafioned by the maflacre at Bangor, 

Pajctn, for/of~*Vortigern, induces Saxons 
and Irifh to fupport his claim to the 
crown, 60, 61. Engaged Eppa to 
poifon Ambrofius, 61. 

Patrick , St. converted the Irifh, and 
prefided over their church, 544. 

Paulin us, fettled a fchool at Whiteland, 
in Caermarthenfhire, 546. 

Pelagianifm , difputes about, 35. Op- 
pofed, 544. Eradicated by St. David, 

Ptlajius, a Briton, educated in the mo- 
naftery of Bangor, 543, 544. 


Pembroke , a portion of England, 229. 
In the pofieffion of Arnulph, the (on 
of Roger Montgomery, 238. 
Pembroke, Earl of, died in Ireland by 
treachery, 365. 

Penda , king of Mercia, 83. 

Ptnmaen Maivr, a fortification on Snow- 
dun, 462. 

Pejltlence and famine in Britain, 85. 
Petilius Cere alts , a Roman general, fub- 
dued a great part of the Brigante*, 
IS/. 

Phyjician of the houfhold at the Britifh 
Court, IS8- 

iV?;, inhabitants of Caledonia, 20. In¬ 
vaded the Roman territories, 23, 26. 
Attack the wall of Severus, 3 1 . De¬ 
feated by the Saxons, 42. Driven 
out of Northumberland by the Saxons, 
47* 

Plautius, a Roman general in Britain,. 

6 . 

Pool, caftte of, in Montgomeryfhirc, 
befieged and taken by the archbifhop 
of Canterbury, 320. 

Pope, releafes Wales from the interdidV, 
and abfolves Llewelyn from his oath 
of homage and allegiance, 334. Ex¬ 
communicates Llewelyn, 338. Ex¬ 
cites the Wclfh againft king John, 

„ 337* 

Powys, the principality of; its divifions. 
and boundaries, 138. It was nar¬ 
rowed by Offa’s Dyke, 94. The 
period when it had little concern with 
the intcrefls of Wales, 22b. A great 
part of it changed into lordfhips 
marchers, 232. Princes of, revolted 
from Henry I. 262. The death of 
the laft prince of, and the divifion..of 
the principality, 294. 

Powys, the Higher, left by Owen Cy- 
veilioc to hisi'on Gwcmvyuwyn, 322. 
Llewelyn invades it and gains pof- 
fefiion of it, 329. 

Powys Vadoc, underwent feveral divifions 
by the cuftom of gavel-kind, and was 
never again united under one fove- 
reign, 294. 

✓ 

, Queer ., 
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a 

J^ucen, at the Britifh Court, her pre¬ 
rogatives, 151. Her officer^, *59, 
160. 

R 

jLanulph earl of Chefter defeated by the 
Welfh, 267, 281. 

Revenues and fervices of the fubjedts 
among the ancient Welfh, 116—-izt. 

Rhiwallon and Blcddyn, fons of Cynvyn 
by Angharad, the mother of GryfFydh 
ap Llewelyn the late king, were in¬ 
verted by Edward the ConfcfTor with 
the fovercignty of North Wales and 
Powys, 203. Rhiwallon was (lain in 
battle, 208. 

Rhuddlan , caftle of, ere&cd by Llewelyn 
ap Scifyllt, 188. A houfe erected 
there for the knights templars by 
Henry II. 288. Caflle levelled with 
theground by the Welfh, 303. Strongly 
fortified by king Edward, 438. It 
.was often his reftdcnce, 458, 472, 
487, 493. 

Rbuad-lan marfh ; a dreadful (laughter of 
the Welfh there, by the Saxons, 95,96. 

Rhuddlan , ftatutc of; a body of laws 
for the Wclfh, 493. 

Rhun , fuccecded his father Maelgwyn in 
the government of North Wales ; had 
a long war with the Saxons of North¬ 
umberland, 75, 76. 

Rhun, a favourite, though illegitimate 
fun of Owen Gwyncdh, 278. 

Rhys, the fon of GryfFydh ap Rhys, 

. prince of South Wales, not included 
in the general peace granted by 
Henry ii. 291. Submitted, but the 
king gave him only a few lordfhips, 
292. Revolts, and conquers Caer- 
digan, 293. Does homage to the king 

. and to his Ion Henry, 295. Revolts, 
in a general confederacy of the Welfh, 
706. Carries on hoftilities with Henry, 
297 — 303. The king granted him 
.peace, and gave him a confiderable 
extent of territory, 308. He is ap¬ 
pointed chief juilicc of South Wales, 


310.' His peace imbittcrcd by hof- 
tilities with his fons, 320. His death 
and character, 321. He was the Juft 
prince o£ South Wales, 412. 

Rhys, brother of GryfFydh king of North 
Wales,, put to death by the command 
of Edward the Confcflor, 195. 

Rhys, the lbn of Owen ap Edwyn, 
afl’aflinated Bleddyn ap Cynvyn king 
of N orth Wales, 210. He, and Rhy- 
thcrch, the l'on of Caradoc, were 
fovereigns of South Wales, 214. 
Rhythcrch being murdered, Rhys re¬ 
mained the foie fovereign, 215. 

Rljys ap Aleredydh , the lord of Dincvawr, 
held his territory immediately from the 
king, 437. 

Rhys ap Mercdydb) being cited to appear 
in the county courts, refuled his com¬ 
pliance, 512. Begins hoflilities, 513. 
Has a truce granted him, 514. Railed 
a new infurrc&ion, 515. Is taken 
prifoner and executed, 516. 

Rhys ap Tewdwr, prince of South Wales, 
lineally defeended from Howel Dha, 
216. Quells an infurredtion, 219, 
220. Slain in battle, 222. 

Rhytbercby the fon of Jeflyn, ufurped 
the government of South Wales, and 
was flain, 189. 

Rhythcrch ap Caradoc fuceceds his father 
in the government of South Wales, 
209. Was murdered, 215. 

Richard fucceeds his father Henry If. 
317. Slain at the fiege of Chalons, 
3 2 4* 

Roderic Moelwynoc ap Edwal ap Cad- 
waladcr, fuccecded Ivor in the weftern 
part of Britain, 89. That part being 
conquered by the Saxons, he retired 
into his kingdom of North Wales, 
91. Died and left two fons, Cynan 
Tindaethwy and Howel, ibid. 

Roderic the Great fuccecded >his father 
Mervyn Vrych in the government ofj. 
North Wales, 128. Divided his do¬ 
minions into three.principalities, 129. 
Changed the royal refldence from 
Caer Segont to Aberfl'raw in Angle - 
fey, 131. His death, 132. How he 
left his three .principalities to his three 
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fons, 132, 133. His inftitutions and 
chara£ter, 133, 134. 

Roderic lord oi Anglefey,.fon of Owen 
Gwynedh, 304. Imprifoned, and his 
territory poilefled by his brother Da¬ 
vid, prince of North Wales, 311. 
Efcaped from confinement, and re¬ 
ceived in Anglefcy as fovereign, 315. 

Romans invade Britain, 4. Conquered 
it, and reduced it into a province of 
the empire, 5—20. Rclinquifhcd the 
ifland, 28.* 

Rowcnna, daughter of Hengift, married 
to Vortigern, 45, 46. Caufcs Vor- 
timer to be murdered, 51,52. Dc- 
fircs her fathei to return from Ger¬ 
many, 53. 

Royal houlhold of Wales, 152—163. 


S 

Salop, Roger Montgomery earl of, and 
other £nglifh noblemen (lain by the 
Welfh, 237. 

Salt woiks in Wales deftroyed by Henry 
III. 411. 

Samp/on, twenty-fixth bifhop of St. Da¬ 
vid, had feven fuffragan bifhops, 548. 

Santtuary , privileges of, 107, 108, 122. 

Saxons, fettled on the fea coaft from Jut¬ 
land to the mouth of the Rhine, 2j. 
Their form of government, 40. Joined 
the Pi<fts and Scots in the invafion of. 
the Roman littlcments in Britain, 23. 
Joined with the Pi£ts in the invafion 
of Cambria, 36. Invited by the Bri- 
tains, 39—41. Land in Britain under 
Hengift and Horfa, and their artifices 
and hoftilitics to gain poflelHon, 42— 
57. Their hoftilitics, and eftablifh- 
ment of feveu kingdoms, 62—76. 
"I'heir hoftilitics with the Welfh, 79— 

2 0, 92—96. Conquered the Strath¬ 
clyde Britons, and thofe in the Weft, 

S o, 9.1. The feven kingdoms united un- 
er Egbert, and.callcd England, 125, 
12.6. 

8 <bdols , eminent, in Wales, 54.5, 546% 
Sconce-bearer at the royal palace in 
Wales, 157. 


Scots, their fettlemcnt in Britain, 2 r. 

Scotus , John, invited out of Wales by 
Alfred, and appointed profefl'or at Ox¬ 
ford, 131. 

Second-fight, in Scotland and Wales, 102, 
103. 

Scvcnts , the emperor, came into Britain, 
19. 

Shretvjbury built or repaired by Macl- 
gwyn king of North Wales, 75. 

— ■ ' " , Roger de Montgomery earl 

of, did homage to the king of Eng¬ 
land for Caerdigan, 226. Slain by 
the Norwegians, 241. Robert Bclcf- 
mo, his fon, fucceeds him, 243. 

Silures, a Britifh nation between the 
Severn and Wye, 8. 

Sirigi , commander of a body of Irifh 
Scots, landed on Mona, 25. Was 
flain. in a perfonal encounter, 26. 

Snowdun deferibed, 136. 

Sovereignty of Britain eleiftive, 3, 54. 

Stephen , during the feign of, neither 
tribute or homage paid to the Englifli 
by the Welfh, 276. 

Steward of the houlhold of the king of 
Britain, 153. 

Strath-Clwfd, where fituated, 140. 

Strath-Clyde Britons, their fovercigns, 
21, 22. Their capital befieged by 
the Saxons, 62. taken by the king; 
of Northumberland, 91. Came into 
Wales, and fettled between the Dee 
and the Conway, 138, 139. Britons 
called this new kingdom Strath- 
Clwyd, 140. United to the kingdom 
of North Wales, 176. 

Strath-Towi , a deep foreft in South 
Wales, 257. 

Strongbow earl of Strigil ; the terri¬ 
tory of Cadwgan given him by 
Henry I. 247. 

Stuart , royal family of, its origin, 204, 
205. 

Suetonius Paulinus, a- Roman general in 
Britain, iu—15. 

Suffix , the pofteifion of, given to Hengift, 
56. Saxons eftablilhcd there, 59. 

Swanc , a Danifh chieftain, landed in 
North Wales, 183.. 

7 ahrv% 
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Teilcw, St. liifhnp of LandafT, 549, 55 °- 

! Tenants and vallids among ihe ancient 
Welfh, 118, 120. 

Tenby, the caftle of,, taken by Meredydh 
and Rhys, the ions of Gryffydh ap 
Rhys,. 28ij. 

Tcnura ,o£ tik ancient Welfib, 112—* 
122. 

Ttxudwr Mawr , youngeft fon of E inion, 
flain in a battle with Edwal ap Mey- 
ric, 179, 183. 

Tbanet allotted for the refidence of the 
Saxons, 48. 

Tbcailojius , a Roman general in Britain, 
23. 

Tojii fent agninft the Welfh by Edward 
the Confcfl’or, 200. Banilhed the 
king’s prefence for ill-treating hi6 
brother Harold, 205, 206. 

Tower of London the principal re- 
pofitory of Welfh literature, 523. 

Traetb Mawr, a pafs over the Conway, 
136. 

Trabaearn ap Caradoc, at the death of 
his coufm Bleddyn ap Cynvyn, was 
raifed to the throne of North Wales, 
713. Slain in battle, 216. 

Treaties between the Welfh princes and 
the Knglifh, 324—326, 333, 344> 

353 » 359 > 3 66 * 375 > 3 8i » 3 K2 » 39 «» 
399,416*422, 42O, 4 >- 7 > 44 1 — 443 - 

Trtv, or townlhip, an allemhlage of 
feveral beds, 113. 

Tribute paid to England, according to 
the intlitution of Roderic tlie Great, 
132,172,201. 

— from South Wales to North 

Wales, 132. 

Trhtobante<, a Britifh nation, 6. 


V 

T'er.ut'ihfs, a Roman general in Britain, 
1 '. 

J’erulamium {formed by Julius Cafar, 5. 

...., — —-by the Biitons, 13. 

I'rfpafian fent Julius Agricola into Bri¬ 
tain, 15. 


Vieiorinus, a Roman officer in Britain, 
26.- 

Union ofc Wales with England, 525-— 
535 - 

Vortigern, by the murder of his coufm 
Conftans becomes king of Britain, 
38. At firft would not admit Hengifl 
to erect a fortrefs, 43. Accepts Hen- 

5 ;ift’s invitation to a t’caft, 45. Marries 
lovvenna, the daughter of Hengiff, 
and invefts him with the fovercignty 
of Kent, wrefling it frolfk its original 
proprietor, 46. Was depofed, and 
the crown given to his eldeft fon 
Vortimer, 49. Imprifoncd in Cheffer, 
51. Was lpared by Hengift, when 
above three hundred of the Britifh 
nobility were mafl'acred, 55. Either 
deferted the throne or. was depofed, 
57. His caftle in North Wales burned, 
and himlclf and all his women perifhed 
in the flames, 58. 

Vortimer becomes king of Britain, on 
the depofition of Vortigern his father, 
49. Defeated the Saxons, 50. Poi- 
foned, by the order of Rowcnna, 51, 


52. 

Utbur Pendragon, of the Cornwall family, 
on the death of his brother Ambrofuis, 
.was eledfed king of Britain, 62- 
Having reigned feventeeu years, was 
poifoned, 63. 


W 

1 Vales, its diviftons and government, 79. 
Its diviftons, as fettled by Roderic 
the Great, 135, 136. Entirely con¬ 
quered by the Englifli, after it had 
continued a diftindl nation, in oppo- 
fnion to the Saxon and Norman 
princes, more than eight hundred 
years, 490. Its union with England 
completed, 525—535. 

North lVales ; the, ana of a diftineft 
fovereignty in that.,part of Britain, 
34, 35. The fovereign had a pre- 
euiincncy over the other fovereigns of 
Cambria, 64- "Received tribute from 
the princes of South Wales and Powys, 
according to the -conftitution of Ro¬ 
deric 
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dcric the Great, 132,133. Deferip- 
tion of the country, 135, 136. 'I'o 
what limits the kingdom was reduced, 
226, 227. In danger of being over¬ 
whelmed, 252. By a folcmn a£t of 
the fovercign again reduced to a de- 
pendancc on the crown of England, 
290. 

North Unities, kings of, 

Cafwallon, - - .35 

Maclgwyn - A. D. 517 64 

Rhun - - 560 75 

Beli - - 586 76 

Jago ap Bcli - 599 79 

Cadvan ap Jago - 603 ^9 

Cadwallon ap Cadvan 82 

Cadwalader ap Cadwallon 676 85 

Rodcric Moelwynoc ap Ed¬ 
wal ap Cadwalader 720 89 

Cynan Tindacthwy 755 91 

Mervyn Vrych and Efyllt 819 12; 

Rodcric the Great - 843 128 

A narawd ap Rodcric 877 135 

Edwal Voel - 913 142 

Howcl Dha - 040 142 

Ulo) - 1* «r. 

Howcl ap Jeuav, - 973 175 

Cadwallon ap Jeuav - 984 179 

Meredydh ap Owen - 986 180 

Edwal ap Meyrie - 992 182 

/Edan ap Blegored - 1003 184 

Llewelyn ap Seifyllt - inij 185 

Jago ap Edwal - 1021 189 

Gryffydh ap Llewelyn 1037 iqo 

RhiSlon } ap C y nv y° Io6 + 2 °3 

Ttahaearn ap Caradoc 1073 213 

Gryffydh ap Cynan 1079 21 & 

Princes of North Wales. 

Owen Gwvnedh A. D. 1137 275 

David ap Owen - 1169 307 

Llewelyn ap Jorwcrth, 1194 319 

David ap Llewelyn 1240 373 

U^lyi. 1 >*+<! 307 

David ap Gryffydh 1282 ■ 483 

■South l Vales deferibed, 137. The prim ..s 
of, paid a tribute as a token of fub- 
01 dination, to North Wales, 132. 
IVlcredyJh, prince of South Wales, 


paid tribute to the Danes, one penny 
for every per foil within his dominions, 
181. The principality ful-dued by 
Englifli lords, 225, 226. 'J'he Eng¬ 
lifli driven out, 237, Seven eminent 
chicttains, lords in South Wales, did 
homage to Henry II. and his foil 
Henry, 312. 

Wales, Englifli princes of; Edward, fon 
of Henry ill. 385. Edward, foil of 
Edward I. 509. 

Walter, ail illegitimate fon of Neff, the 
daughter of Gryffydh ap Llewelyn, 
was appointed Lord Steward of Scot¬ 
land, and from his office his de- 
feendants took the name of Stuart, 
204, 205. 

Walters, the Rev. John, the author much 
indebted to him, 504. 

Warden of the Marches, Richard dc 
Bclmarfh, bifliop of London, 244. 
I.ord Eitzwarrcn, 264. John, lord of 
Monmouth, 363. 

Watchman of the palace of the king of 
Wales, 162. 

IVclJh, the ancient, manners of, 97— 
122. 

" ■■ ■ ■ ■ united with the Danes againff the 
Saxons, 126. 

——, their laws, 147—171. 

-, reduced to the greateff diflrefs by 

the depredations of the Irifti and Eng¬ 
lifli, 394. Entirely conquered, 49 0. 
'['heir character, 403, 490, 491, 525. 
Declared that they would not obey 
one who was not a native of Wales, 
or a refident there, 508. Raid- infur- 
rc&ions after they were conquered, 
13—523. Petition for an union with 
nglaud, 528—533. which was grant¬ 
ed them by a£i oi pailiaircnt, 5 33—— 
535 -, 

Wetjh Chronicle, extract from, 211. 

Wejfix, the kingdom of, founded, 62,70. 

// 'iddrington, at the battle of, Cadwallon 
routed by Edwin king of Deira, 82- 

Wight, the Hie of; the Bclgic inhabi¬ 
tants engaged in commerce redded 
there, 6. 

Wiliam of Normandy, W'hile he conquered 
England, the Wclfli weic inactive, 
4 N 207. 
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207. Confpiracy againft him,in which 
fome Welfh chieftains were involved, 
209, 210. He received homage and 
the o«th of fealty from the Welfh 
princc>, 218. 

William Rufus, in the reign of, the Welfh 
rufhed with fury on the Englilh 
Marches, 220. Excited the Englifh 
lords to conquer the Welfh, 225, 239, 
240. Marched againft the Welfh and 
is repulfed, 236. Entered Wales a 


fecond time at the head of an army, 
and returned with difgrace, 238, 239. 
His death, 243. 

Woden , the founder of the Saxon nation, 
and regarded as the deity who preflded 
in war, 4 1 * 

Wolves, heads of, paid as a tribute by 
the Welfh to king Edgar, 173. 

Wotton' s. Dr. edition of the laws of 
Howel Dha, 170 note. 


Names of Places, mud fome other Words, British and English. 


JBER , that point where a river dif* 
~*‘ L charges itfelf into another river or 
the iea. 

Abcrdaugleddau, Milford Haven. 
Abergefni , Abergavenny. 

Aberhonddu , Brecknock. 

Aleth, AllctSlus, the name of a prince. 
Aj>, fon. 

Arddyfieieh, inhabitants north of the Dyfi ; 

Ordovices. 

Arglwydhi, lords. 


Behdd, bards. 

Bela, martin. 

Brtnbin Cymru Oil, king of all Wales. 
Brenbin Prydain Oil, king of all Britain. 
Brigyntwys , firft-comers, Brigantcs. 
Bryneicb , Bernicia. 


C ie .*••• ar-Chvyd, a town {landing on the 
Clyde j Dim Barton. 

Can U nion, Bath ■, by Ptolomy, Aquae 
Caliche j by the Saxons, Bathe. 

Caer Efrog, York \ Euerwyke, by the 
iuxons j Eboracum,by the Romans. 


Caer Gawr , Stone-henge. 

Caer-Lleon-ar-Ddyfrdwy, the city of the 
legions upon the water of Dee; Chcf- 
tcr j by the Saxons, Legan-Ceftre ; 
in Latin, Dcva. 

Caer-Lleon-ar-Wyfg, the city of legions 
upon the river Ufke. 

Caer Ludd, from king Ludd ■, LIundain j 
London. 

Caer Went, Winchefter. 

Camaled-ddin ,. and Camddin, Camulo- 
dunum. 

Cantref Cocb, the foreft of Dean. 

Caraaog , Caractacus. 

Caron , Caraufius. 

Cafwallan , Caffivellaunus. 

Cathgoed, polecat. 

Cefn-y-bedd , the top of the grave. 

Clawdh Offa, Offa’s dyke. 

Corn-builin , cornet, or bugle horn. 

Cymru, Wales. 

Cymry, the Welfh. 

Cyndeyrn, Cartigern, (Vortimer*s bro¬ 
ther.) 

Cynfelyn, Cunobeline. 

Cynwy , or chief water, Conway. 

Cyfttnyn Ddu, Conftantine the Black. 

5 Dofr, 
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Dtifr, Deira. 

Deruyddon , or Drywidion y Druids. 

Dial Rodriy Roderic’s revenge. 

Dinas Beliy from having been the refi- 
dence of Bclus ; originally Tronc- 
wydd ; London. 

Dinas Fawt y or the great palace j Dine- 
vawr. 

Dinbecby Denbigh. 

Dimuydfy Widdrington. 

Dinocthy Dunothus (abbot of Bangor.) 
Dyfedy Pembroke. 

Emrys IVledig, Ambrofius. 

Glwmaen y the tribute of the black army. 
Gech, ltd he;;d. 

Goeangiaidy a number of flout young 
men belonging to each nation, whole 
bufind's was to protect the cattle; 
Cangi. 

Gtvrtbejyr Fendigaid, eldeft fon Vortimer. 
Gwrtheyrn Gwrtbenau t Vortigern. 

Gvoy, Wye. 

Gwydd , (a confpicuous place;) Ifle of 
Wight. 

Gtiyncddy p. 21. Gwynedb, p. 135. North 
Wales; the Vtntdocia of the Romans. 
Guyr-y-wars, the men of Mercia. 

Hafren , Severn. 

Hen FynyWy Menevia. 

Jfelwyry Lowlanders. 
lvurcby roebuck. 

Law-hir, long-handed. 

Llanyrnddy/riy Llandovery. 

Lloegry England. 

Llydauiy (along the water) Armorica. 

Macfen IVledigy Maximus. 

Maelgedy a tribute. 

Maes Alawry Salifbury plains. 

Manawy ifle of Man. 


Meddy mead. 

Altddrawdy Mordred. 

Pengwern, (the head of a place where 
alder'- grow) Mathraval. 

Penniliony ftanzas. 

Pibgorn y pipe, (a mufical inftrument.) 

Rhuddlany red banks. 

Rbyd Ychen, the ford of Oxen; by the 
Saxons, Oxcnford ; Oxford. 

Saefon, Saxons. 

Saefonargy the Saxon language. 

SeaxeSy a feythe. 

Sirigiy the rover. 

Tabwrddy tabret. 

Ta/wy/iy or Tame water; Thames. 
’Tegeingl, Tegenia by the Romans; 
Englefcld by the Saxons ; a part of 
Strath-Clwyd. 

Telyny harp. 

Teyrngedy royal tribute. 

Trallwngy Pool (in Montgomeryfhire). 
Freffynnon. Holywell. 

Fre’n-obantwySy Trinobantes. * 

Trenewyddy or New Troy ; London. 

Fy Dewiy St. David, formerly Menevia. 
Fy Gwyn ar Dufy Whitcland in Cacr- 
marthcnfhire. 

Fyu/'ty the river Towi in Caermarthen- 
fhire. 

Uchcyniaid, upper fcttlcrs ;. Iceni. 

JVkdigy illuflrious. . • 

Ynys Afallony or Ynys WydriiSy Glaflon- 
bury abbey. 

Yryri, mountains of fnow, Snowdun. 
yjlrad Clwyd, Strath-Clyde. 

YJlrad Fjlury Strata-Florida, (in the 
county of Caerdigan.) 

Yjlradgwyy bordering on the Wyc; 
Radnorfhire. 

IQlrad Tiwiy the banks of the Towi. 


THE END, 







